
Cruise	 	 	 C O L L E C T I O N
S P E C I A L  I N T E R E S T  C R U I S E S  B R O U G H T  T O  Y O U  B Y  T W O  A W A R D - W I N N I N G  T O U R  O P E R A T O R S

&



PAY IN FULL AND SAVE EVEN MORE!
If you pay in full at the time you book, you can take advantage 
of a discount, potentially saving you hundreds of pounds.  
Ask your Specialist Sales Executive for details when you book.

MULTI-TOUR DISCOUNTS
If you book three or more tours in the same calendar year, you 
will receive £150pp (Andante Travels) or £100pp (Brightwater 
Holidays) off your third booking. Visit the ‘offers’ page on our 
websites or speak with one of our Specialist Sales Executives  
for more details..

Offer Terms and Conditions: We reserve the right to withdraw any offers at any time. 

PAY IN FULL Ts & Cs: Pay in full at time of booking and save from £25pp to £250pp 
depending on tour price and the cash amount payable after any vouchers, credit and other 
discounts have been applied. Applicable to existing bookings and new bookings  
on any cruises departing after 1st July 2023. Your monies are fully protected, and standard 
cancellation conditions apply.

HOW TO BOOK
Give our Specialist Sales Executives a call from Monday to 
Friday between 9am and 6pm, on: 

01722 671 104 
For further details on any of the cruises mentioned, including 
information on our day-by-day itineraries or full booking 
conditions, please visit our websites: 

andantetravels.co.uk 
brightwaterholidays.com
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Welcome
        A B O A R D

We are delighted to present our brand-new cruise brochure for 2023. With over 65 years’ experience in specialist travel 
between two award-winning companies, Andante Travels and Brightwater Holidays, we have some treats in store for you! 

Brimming with innovative, multi-faceted programmes designed to complement our land-based tours, our cruises can take 
you from the wilds of the Scottish Highlands to the sands of the Sahara. 

We have really enjoyed working on these itineraries, from researching the places you shouldn’t miss in each destination to 
putting these plans firmly in place - and we can’t wait to welcome you on board.

Looking forward to spectacular sites, glorious gardens, breathtaking scenery, and lots of lovely food? Look no further and 
join us on a new voyage of discovery!
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We are absolutely delighted to share that 
Brightwater Holidays and Andante Travels 
both won Gold at last year's British Travel 
Awards - what a way to end a busy year. 

Both teams are incredibly thankful for 
these awards, and bringing home these 
accolades is all down to you, our valued 
guests. We would like to say a heartfelt 
thank you to anyone who took the time 
to vote for us, it really does mean the 
world to us.

WINNERS AT THE  
BRITISH TRAVEL AWARDS 21/22

WHAT OUR GUESTS SAY...

‘We had a real feeling  
of camaraderie after just a couple 

of days’ 

‘The sites were beautiful and 
evocative. We were in the company 
of a really nice group of people and 

our superb guide really made it 
come alive’

‘Truly removed from the  
daily grind, this was a wonderful 

holiday.’

‘This was one of the best weeks  
of my life. The rest of the group were 

fantastic company.’

Discover	new	depths  

T O  Y O U R  F A V O U R I T E  D E S T I N A T I O N S
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You gain a unique perspective when you explore a region from its waterways. Free from the obstacles imposed when travelling by 
land, you can sail in the wake of legendary heroes, glide along rivers once exploited by Viking raiders and traders and admire the 
ingenuity of the engineers of the industrial age, making your way along canals which helped link river to ocean and continent to 
continent. 

We can take you to places bigger vessels simply cannot venture, 
our small ships can sail right into port and stepping from river 
boat to shore is simplicity itself. This means more time not only to 
explore lovely port cities but to reach further inland to uncover 
hidden gems, to soak up the sites and digest their stories.

Our excursions are always accompanied by an Andante expert or 
Brightwater Tour Manager/Cruise Director exclusive to your party, 
and private on-shore transport is supplied whenever we require it. 
There are excursions included in virtually every port of call; the few 
exceptions are where we feel you would appreciate time to explore 
on your own or to enjoy the excellent amenities and relax on board. 

We want you to get the very best out of your time away which is 
why our excursions have been carefully planned to go beyond 
the ordinary. The majority of our programmes include exclusive 
visits you won’t find offered on board, from extraordinary sites like 
Filitosa, an enigmatic megalithic site in southern Corsica (p40) and 
the splendid gardens at De Haar Castle in Utrecht, with Roman, 
French and English Romantic themes (p26).

UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCES
What do you get when you cross small ship cruising with the 
expertise of two award-winning specialists? A superlative holiday!

Decades of knowledge go into crafting your holiday experience. We 
know what it takes to provide you with glorious memories, spiced 
with a little adventure to accompany them. You will be treated as 
a guest travelling among a party of friends and we will take care of 
you from first point of contact to your final goodbyes as one of our 
ever-growing family. 

We could publish a book with all the beautiful, heartwarming and 
often moving letters of thanks we have received over the years,  
not only from those who have fulfilled a long-desired ambition,  
but from those who have simply just had a really great time. 

MS La Bohème

MS Camargue



HERE IS JUST A SMALL SAMPLE OF THE LOVELY FEEDBACK WE RECEIVED ABOUT OUR GUIDES LAST YEAR:

‘Very kind, caring & friendly.  
Even when I was late, I was told not to rush!’

BRIGHTWATER HOLIDAYS

He was so interesting; his knowledge was vast and was able 
to link different cultures and across different ages. He was also 

very chilled! I like that.
ANDANTE TRAVELS

‘Knowledge and commentary were incredible.  
A lovely professional and friendly manner. I felt privileged to 

have him as a guide.’
BRIGHTWATER HOLIDAYS

What more could we want than a hands-on,  
intellectual, up-to-date vastly experienced lecturer,  
other than ability to convey his extensive and very 
 relevant knowledge. This is a skill that with gentle  

humour was conveyed in ‘spades’. Thank you.
ANDANTE TRAVELS 

‘What a charming walking encyclopaedia! Able to relate well 
to all sorts of people and very friendly.’

BRIGHTWATER HOLIDAYS

‘It wasn't only the amount of information given,  
it was the way it was delivered.  

A delightful personality, and good company.’
ANDANTE TRAVELS

Off-the-scale excellent! SO interesting and his enthusiasm rolls 
off him in waves, filling his listeners with the same fascination 

and quest to learn.
BRIGHTWATER HOLIDAYS

‘The organisation and leadership was superb and this added 
enormously to our enjoyment of the sites’

ANDANTE TRAVELS 

Superb
E X P E R T  G U I D E S

We see things differently! All of our guides have an incredible breadth of knowledge, a passion for their specialism and an 
admirable ability to convey information in an entertaining and engaging way. These are not just guest speakers who lecture on 
board, but experts who will accompany you offshore and shine a spotlight into the hidden corners and farthest reaches of the 
places you visit. With our guides you will always enjoy an intimate and privileged introduction to the destination you have chosen. 
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Andante Guide Lecturer Oliver Gilkes at Butrint
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Andante	Travels
     G U I D E  L E C T U R E R S
Through the expertise, passion and knowledge demonstrated by our Andante Guide Lecturers, history will be brought vividly to 
life in a variety of ways. From leading archaeologists to broadcasters and esteemed historians, the experts leading our tours will put 
sites into cultural context, share fascinating insights and make your journey to the past simply unforgettable. Tours that focus on a 
particular theme or subject may also be led in full or part and/or accompanied by an Onboard Expert Guest Lecturer and other tours 
are led by other experts such as Local Guides in a particular destination. Please see individual tour pages on our website for who is 
taking part in any particular tour.

A researcher and lecturer at the University of Alba Iulia 
in Romania, Dr Doru Bogdan is a specialist in Roman 

archaeology and has also supervised an array of fascinating excavations. He 
also directed numerous archaeological excavations and research projects in 
Transylvania and the Lower Danube/Black Sea area of Dobrudja.

Join Doru on the Moorish Wonders of the Guadalquivir & Guadiana 
p22 and Cinque Terre & the Islands of Sicily & Malta p42

Graduating in archaeology from the Institute of 
Archaeology at University College London, Nick later took 

up a research post at the University of Cambridge. He is an archaeologist 
and historian with over 20 years of excavation and guiding experience 
for Andante in the eastern Mediterranean. Living in Berlin for the last 
two decades Nick has been a guest lecturer at Stanford in Berlin, a book 
researcher and documentary presenter.

Join Nick on The Wealth and Wonders of the Hanseatic Cities p24 
and Treasures of the Eastern Mediterranean p46

A specialist in the study of ancient glass, John has worked 
extensively in the field in Europe as an archaeologist, 

including France, Italy and Bulgaria. Much of John’s career has been focused 
upon Roman provincial archaeology, working at the museum of London 
for over 20 years. He published Professor W F Grimes’s post war excavations 
on the London Temple of Mithras and the Cripplegate Roman Fort and also 
established the Museum’s Archaeological Archive and Research Centre.

Join John on Exploring the Archaeology of the Rhône p20 and 
Cruising Ancient Dalmatia p36

Born in Athens, Eugenia studied Archaeology and Art 
History at the National University of Athens and holds a 

Masters degree in Byzantine Art. Her great passion, since she participated 
in excavations on Santorini, is for ancient Aegean civilisations, particularly 
relating to the Bronze Age.

Join Eugenia on Classical Highlights of Greece p44

Specializing in ancient Egyptian archaeology, Lucia worked 
at the Petrie Museum of Egyptian Archaeology and is an 

Honorary Research Associate at UCL’s Institute of Archaeology. Her areas of 
special interest are Ancient Egypt’s social history, settlement archaeology 
and the riuals and beliefs of daily life. She has worked as the Small Finds 
Registrar at the archaeological site of Tell el-Amarna in Middle Egypt, and is 
author of books including Egypt: Gods, Myths and Religion.

Join Lucia on Egypt - Cruising the Nile - Cairo to Aswan p18

Miranda studied archaeology in Italy and is from Crete, so 
is very knowledgeable about history and contemporary 

life in Greece. She is an official registered Greek Guide and has accompanied 
many of our Greek tours in the past as Local Guide as well as Tour Manager. 
Miranda speaks excellent English, German and Italian.

Join Miranda on Classical Highlights of Greece p44

One of our longest-standing Guide Lecturers, Oliver has 
worked as a field and museum archaeologist in the UK, 

Albania and Italy. He has also worked at the UNESCO Site of Butrint and 
in the medieval city of Gjirokastra. Oliver is still involved in a number of 
projects in Albania and is considered one of just a handful of experts on 
Albanian archaeology in the UK. 

Join Oliver on Ancient & Medieval Gems of the Adriatic p38

Dr	Doru	Bogdan

Nick	Jackson

John	Shepherd

Eugenia	Alexiou

Lucia	Gahlin

Miranda	Spitha

Oliver	Gilkes

Benefits
   O F  S M A L L  S H I P  C R U I S I N G

Another highlight of taking a cruise on board a small vessel is the 
individualised attention and excellent service, something you can 
look forward to on a Brightwater Holidays cruise as well as those 
organised by Andante Travels. With a smaller number of passengers 
to get to know, it’s easier to build rapport with members of staff, 
which inevitably enhances the overall experience of your cruise. 
From special requests to how you like your morning coffee, a more 
personalised service is at the heart of this type of cruise. 

Enjoying this type of holiday also comes with the added bonus 
of beautiful scenery. Depending on the cabin you choose, the 
view can be admired from your window or while you relax on the 
top deck as you sail between stops, and there will be minimal 
unpacking – another relaxing element that makes cruising such a 
popular way to travel.

Imagine cruising along Scotland's Caledonian Canal on a holiday 
that counts Loch Ness and the historic Eilean Donan Castle among 
its highlights, or cruising along the Nile, stepping ashore to explore 
the legendary Valley of the Kings and the staggering Abu Simbel 
temple complex in Egypt. With Andante Travels and Brightwater 
Holidays, you can. 

On a small ship cruise, you can stop at smaller ports and there will never be too many people getting off ahead of you. Fewer 
lines and less crowds are always a benefit. This is especially relevant to Andante Travels' archaeological cruises because the 
locations of the sites themselves often tend to be in remote places that are more challenging to reach, and when you add 
major ports with large ships stopping at them to the equation, you have the problem of thousands of other passengers 
disembarking at the same time. 

MV Belle de l’Adriatique

MV Belle des Océans
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Onboard
  E X P E R I E N C E

Every day is different on a small ship cruise and you can be as 
busy or as relaxed as you choose to be. We have some full days  
of site visits, making the most of what there is to see, some more 
relaxed days with half-day excursions and some days spent 
sailing. 

As we've mentioned, there are many benefits to taking a cruise 
as opposed to a land-based holiday. One of these has to be the 
pleasure of not having to pay every time you want a glass of wine 
or not having to remember whose round it is! The vast majority of 
our cruises are fully-inclusive, with a wonderful variety of food on 
board, and some itineraries include welcome drinks receptions on 
the first day. More information about this can be found on each 
tour's specific page within our brochure.

Life on board will be very comfortable, with fantastic standards of 
cleanliness upheld and great attention to detail shown at every 
turn. Smaller ships also mean smaller passenger numbers, which 
in turn means there will always be somewhere to relax throughout 
your cruise - relaxation is at the heart of the experience! Cabins 
all have ensuite bathroom facilities in addition to TVs and other 
modern amenities, and both brands' river cruises typically have a 
selection of decks to choose from, meaning there is something on 
offer to suit every budget. 

On Brightwater Holidays' cruises, you will be accompanied 
throughout by a Tour Manager/Cruise Director, who will ensure 
the smooth running of your trip and who will be there to help 
with anything along the way. Andante Travels' cruises are led by its 
renowned expert Guide Lecturers, who are part of the group rather 
than simply a leader - someone with whom to converse and laugh 
with at meal times, as well as learn from. 

The river cruises offered by these award-winning brands are 
slower paced, allowing you to sit back and really take in your 
surroundings with everything taken care of, but they are still filled 
with fascinating visits, memorable experiences and all the elements 
that create lasting holiday memories.

Frequently
    A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S
IS THERE A DRESS CODE?
While our cruises have no strict dress codes and we do encourage guests to wear whatever they feel comfortable in, people do often like to 
make a little extra effort while cruising. However, should a specific dinner, event or site visit require a particular dress code, we will inform 
you in your final travel documents. 

IS THE ITINERARY LIKELY TO CHANGE?
Cruising means that things can sometimes change at short notice due to factors that include sailing times, weather conditions and port 
authorities. We always endeavour to keep our programmes as advertised.

WHAT’S INCLUDED IN THE CRUISE PACKAGE?
Our cruises are inclusive of all excursions as stated in the itinerary, accommodation in a cabin type of your choosing, all meals, all taxes 
(including port taxes) and some gratuities, depending on whether you travel with Andante or Brightwater. The majority also include 
a welcome drink on arrival along with all other on board drinks (premium branded drinks at your own cost). Cabins include ensuite 
bathrooms, TVs and other amenities. Wi-Fi may be available depending on the ship. For full information as to what is included, please see 
your specific cruise's tour page.

MS Belle de l’Adriatique ©Zvardon MV La Belle des Océans Main Restaurant ©David Hancock

Dining on board ©CroisiEurope

MY Galileo
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Andante Travels has four brand new cruises on offer for 2023, which range from a twin-centre cruise that explores both Cyprus and 
Israel to an itinerary that will see you sail to Cinque Terre in the province of La Spezia and to the islands of Sicily and Malta. There is 
another that explores ancient sites in Egypt, which travels from Cairo to Aswan, and one that discovers the incredible island of Corsica 
with its unique archaeological sites. 

Brightwater Holidays has two new cruises, one of which travels along the picturesque Vltava and Elbe Rivers, the other along the 
delightful Danube which departs from Budapest and includes stops In Osijek, Belgrade and the University Botanical Gardens in Pecs.

EGYPT - CRUISING THE NILE, CAIRO TO ASWAN 
An adventurous cruise perfectly suited to those who are interested 
in an in-depth exploration of the sites that line the River Nile, this 
17-day tour will see you travel aboard the comfortable MS Nile 
Monarch with a hotel stay in Cairo on both the first and last nights. 
Travelling by way of water, this tour will take you to a range of 
little-known and rarely visited sites that most tourists to this part 
of the world typically miss. Along with a ride aboard a traditional 
felucca, there will be tours of Egypt’s most iconic sites as well as 
some surprises that are bound to inspire awe. Join our expert Guide 
Lecturer, Dr Elizabeth Bloxam, for highlights that include Seti I’s 
temple at Abydos, the Nubian site of the temples at Abu Simbel 
and the necropolis of Saqqara. If open, we will also pay a visit to the 
new Grand Egyptian Museum. See more on page 18.

VOYAGE ALONG THE VLTAVA & ELBE
On this extraordinary expedition along the picturesque Vltava 
and Elbe Rivers we will discover the delightful charms of Bohemia. 
The Vltava River is the longest in the Czech Republic, meandering 
across the country passing through dense forests, quaint villages 
and historical towns. Along the banks we will find architectural 
gems such as Prague Castle, which has played a pivotal role in 
Czech history and Nelahozeves Castle, the birthplace of the world-
famous Czech composer Antonín Dvořák. We also have the chance 

to enjoy a full day exploring the German city of Dresden, which had 
its heyday during the 18th century when many of the city’s iconic 
buildings such as the Zwinger and Frauenkirche were built.  
See more on page 28.

DELIGHTFUL DANUBE
We cruise along the delightful Danube River which flows over 1,700 
miles from its origins in southwest Germany to the Black Sea. Our 
voyage departs from the Hungarian capital, Budapest where we 
include a city tour. We also enjoy stops in Osijek, Croatia’s greenest 
city, the Serbian capital Belgrade and the Romanian riverside town 
of Orsova. Horticultural highlights include the University Botanical 
Gardens in Pecs, home to over 7,000 varieties of plants, and  
in Budapest the ELTE Botanical Garden which dates back over 250 
years and works to preserve many domestic endangered species, 
and the Soroskar Botanical Garden which is home to forests, ponds 
and seasonal flower beds. See more on page 30.

CRUISING THE EXTRAORDINARY ISLAND OF CORSICA 
An important trading site since the Bronze Age, the Mediterranean 
island of Corsica is well placed for an archaeological cruise. Over 
the course of nine days, we will visit the megalithic site of Filitosa in 
southern Corsica to see its impressive menhirs, which have human 
features and weapons carved on them; we will explore the off-the-

beaten track Bronze Age archaeological site of Cucuruzzu, which 
dates to the 12th century BC and whose principal monument is its 
casteddu, or fortification, for which southern Corsica is famed; and 
we will discover Aleria, the capital of the province in the Roman 
period, colonised by Greeks and Etruscans - all in expert company.  
See more on p40.

CINQUE TERRE AND THE ISLANDS OF SICILY & MALTA
Cruise the length of the Italian coast on this glorious 10-day tour 
led by our expert Guide Lecturer, Dr Doru Bogdan. Throughout the 
itinerary, we will enjoy spectacular scenery of not just one but two 
Mediterranean Rivieras. Highlights include the picturesque harbours, 
pastel-coloured houses and terraced vineyards of the world-famous 
Cinque Terre in Italy along with a chance to visit the Co-Cathedral 
of St. John in Malta’s capital of Valletta, which is home to staggering 
masterpieces by Caravaggio, including The Beheading of St. John 
the Baptist. We will also discover the island of Elba, visit fascinating 
sites in Ortygia and explore the Neapolis Archaeological Park with its 
Greek theatre. See more on p42.

TREASURES OF THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN
Magnificent civilisations have scattered all around the Mediterranean 
Basin, from Mesopotamia to Egypt, from Troy to Macedonia and from 
Carthage to Rome. On this cruise, the spotlight falls on important 
sites in the Eastern Mediterranean and the archaeology to be found 
in the neighbouring countries of Israel and Cyprus. These lands have 
been occupied by Egyptians, Assyrians, Persians, Greeks, Romans, 
Arabs, Crusaders, Ottomans, and Imperial Britons, all of whom have 
left their signature from Bronze Age plumbing in the City of David 
to fabulous mosaics in Neo Paphos. Other highlights include the 
UNESCO-listed Cypriot necropolis known as the Tombs of the Kings 
and Israel’s Caesarea Maritima. See more on p46. 

New	cruises
     F O R  2 0 2 3

Budapest
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From	river
to	sea

THE RHÔNE
Flowing from the heights of the Swiss Alps, the scenic and often 
wild course of the Rhône is shaped by the influences of the 
mountains, right down to the river mouth, where sediments 
marking the Rhône’s birth in an Alpine glacier are carried into the 
warmer waters of the Mediterranean. 

This beautiful region of France has long been a draw for artists 
and art lovers and its exceptional vineyards are a mecca for wine 
enthusiasts the world over. The river’s delta which begins near 
Arles, encloses the Camargue, a habitat rich in wildlife from 
flamingos to wild ponies and as the Rhone linked the great Roman 
settlements – Arles, Orange, Nîmes and Lugdunum (modern day 
Lyon) - here is plenty of wonderful Roman sites to discover. 

THE GUADALQUIVIR
Rising in the mountains of Jaén province, the Guadalquivir follows 
a western course through Andalucía, before emptying into the 
Atlantic Ocean on the Gulf of Cadiz. Acting as a conduit of trade 
and culture for millennia, it is from here that ships first set sail to 
the New World eventually spreading untold wealth to Seville, Cadiz 
and the rest of the world. 

For Arab poets, Andalucía was "the land on the brink of paradise”. It 
is famous for is beautiful Moorish inspired architecture, but it was 
also enriched by the gold that came from the Americas evident 
in the UNESCO listed sites clustered in the cities of Seville and 
Granada.

THE GUADIANA
Running the length of Portugal’s south-eastern border with 
neighbouring Spain, the Guadiana flows west, meandering 
through some of the most picturesque landscapes in the Iberian 
Peninsula before spilling into the Gulf of Cadiz. Its fertile banks are 
dotted with sleepy villages and river beaches with the backdrop of 
green hills and cork oak forests, like the charming hillside town of 
Alcoutim, a hidden gem of inland Algarve.

THE ELBE
Rising in Czech Republic’s Krkonose mountains, flowing through 
eastern Germany and emptying into the North Sea, the Elbe is one 
of Europe’s most important waterways. It was fundamental to the 
development of the Hanseatic trade in the 14th century, linking a 
number of important cities. 

Travelling from Berlin, the river will take you from the city where 
the past and present intermingle in striking contrast, to the 
maritime capital of the north, Hamburg, full of cosmopolitan 
charm and cultural riches. Along the way, the Elbe runs through 
tranquil floodplains, pastoral landscapes and historic half-timbered 
medieval towns. 

THE VLTAVA
Starting its life in the mountains and forests of Bohemia and 
flowing from its source to the point where it meets the Elba in 
Mělník, the Vltava River abounds with historic and natural beauty. 
As the river meanders across the country, it passes through 
rich forests and quaint Czech villages that sit in the shadow of 
grand palaces like Konopiste Castle and Château Mělník. It is 
the waterway around which the captivating city of Prague has 
developed over the past several thousand years and is dear to the 
heart of its modern-day citizens.

THE DANUBE
Europe’s second longest river played a vital role in the development 
of central and south-eastern Europe and passes through 10 
different countries. It formed the boundary between great empires 
and served as a vital commercial highway between nations. 

The Lower Danube flows through the rolling hills and vine-clad 
slopes of Hungary, meanders in and out of Serbia and Croatia, 
traverses the narrow gorges of the Iron Gates, a stunning passage 
that divides the Balkan and Carpathian Mountains, until it 
reaches Budapest. This stretch of the river is blessed with magical 
landscapes captivating small towns and timeless capital cities once 
hidden behind the Iron Curtain for decades. 
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CALEDONIAN CANAL
Constructed in the 19th century as a short cut for ships seeking 
to avoid the treacherous voyage round the north of Scotland, the 
Caledonian Canal stretches for 60 miles along the Great Glen from 
Fort William to Inverness. Surrounded by some of the UK’s highest 
mountains and filled with four immense lochs the glen is rich in 
Highland heritage and is a unique wilderness. The Caledonian 
Canal bisects these Highlands, passes brooding castles and 
connects its dramatic, deep-water lochs. 

THE NILE
Also known as the Father of African rivers , the Nile rises in 
the waters that flow into Lake Victoria and empties into the 
Mediterranean Sea more than 4,000 miles to the north. It reaches 
its widest point in Egypt, and it is here that the stage was set for the 
evolution and decay of advanced civilizations in the ancient world. 
Here the great cities of the pharaohs were built, the gigantic stones 
used to build them transported by river barge. For thousands 
of years the river has served as a means of transportation and 
continues to do so to the present day.

THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA
The Mediterranean Sea, characterised by its azure colour, crystal-
clear waters and spectacular scenery touches the borders of three 
continents: Europe, Africa and Asia. The region is the birthplace 
of several religions from ancient Egyptian gods and pre-Hellenic 
fertility deities to two of the three Abrahamic religions and it was 
home to all of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World. Cruising 
the Mediterranean offers a wealth of archaeological adventure 
with its abundance of classical ruins and extraordinary museum 
collections.

THE AEGEAN SEA
The Aegean Sea is an arm of the Mediterranean between 
Greece and Turkey and the birthplace of two fascinating ancient 
civilisations: the Minoans of Crete and the Mycenaeans of the 
Peloponnese. It features prominently in many of the most 
famous Greek Myths(Icarus and Daedalus, Theseus, Jason and the 
Argonauts) and cruising here is to follow literally in the wake of 
many legendary heroes. 

THE TYRRHENIAN SEA
Located off Italy’s western coast, the Tyrrhenian sits between 
the Italian Peninsula and the islands of Sardinia and Corsica. 
Throughout history, many battles have been fought for 
controlling this strategic body of water and it was the backbone of 
international trade in the medieval period, fraught with dangers 
as pirates continuously tried to gain complete control of its waters. 
It contains the beautiful Tuscan Archipelago, a chain of islands 
formed from the necklace of Venus according to Greek mythology, 
wraps around the craggy island of Corsica, laps the shore of the 
stunning Amalfi coastline and circles Sicily at the gateway to Africa.

ADRIATIC SEA
Celebrated for its warm temperatures and calm waters, the Adriatic 
Sea is the Mediterranean’s northernmost arm separating Italy and 
the Balkan Peninsula. In antiquity, Adriatic shores were settled by 
Greek colonists and, as Rome expanded, it became a Roman ‘lake’ 
within a wider Mediterranean lake. There is much to discover here 
as we sail along the Dalmatian coast from the lovely port towns of 
Split, Dubrovnik and Saranda to the little villages, sheltered coves 
and olive groves of numerous islands hemmed in by rocky fences 
which dot their hillsides.

MS Elbe Princesse



MS NILE MONARCH
With only 45 cabins, the MS Nile Monarch offers an ideal 
small ship experience and it’s equivalent to a very good 3* 
hotel. During your 14-night cruise, you can enjoy meals and 
drinks in both a restaurant and two bars, there is a 24-hour 
reception and a large sun deck complete with a small plunge 
pool. For those looking to keep active, the fitness equipment 
will help pass the time as you sail between site visits. The 
ship comprises of four decks; on the Nile Deck there are 
cabins and the restaurant, on the Main Deck is reception 
and cabins and on the Upper Deck are cabins. Most cabins 
on board the MS Nile Monarch also have large panoramic 
windows, enabling you to make the most of your time on 
the ship.

Aswan

Sun Deck Swimming Pool
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Suite

Suite

Suite

Suite

BarW.C.
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Suite

Suite
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17 DAYS

EGYPT – CRUISING THE NILE,  
CAIRO TO ASWAN
In the wake of the pharaohs

From £6,365pp Departing  
April & September

This leisurely cruise is perfect for those looking for an in-depth exploration of the Nile’s sights. Sail 600 
miles between Cairo and Aswan, on a journey that includes a stretch of the river that was only recently 
reopened. We will take you to little-known sites that most tourists to this part of the world miss and, 
along with a ride aboard a traditional felucca, there are tours of Egypt’s most iconic sites as well as 
surprises that are bound to inspire awe.

Day One | London - Cairo
We depart from London and arrive in Cairo – this 
buzzing, energetic metropolis that is Egypt’s 
extraordinary capital and a city that Egyptians admiringly 
refer to as ‘the Mother of the World’. 

Day Two | Cairo
Our day starts with a visit to the new Grand Egyptian 
Museum*, where the world’s most extensive exhibitions 
in pharaonic artefacts can be seen. After our visit we 
transfer to the port to board the MS Nile Monarch, our 
cruise ship for the next fourteen nights.

Day Three | Giza
A full day of site visits starting at Giza to admire the only 
surviving representative of the Seven Wonders of the 
Ancient World: the Great Pyramid. We see the Pyramids 
of Khafre and Menkaure as well as the Sphinx. Next, we 
visit Memphis, founded over 5,000 years ago and the 
first capital of a united Egypt. The Memphis Museum 
Garden houses some of the pieces of sculpture of most 
interest to visitors, which include the fallen colossus 
of Ramesses II. We have lunch at a local restaurant and 
in afternoon we visit the necropolis of Sakkara. Time 
permitting, we visit the Imhotep Museum and tour the 
3rd Dynasty Pharaoh Djoser’s Step Pyramid complex.

Day Four | Cairo
We begin at Cairo’s more recent history and start at the 
National Museum of Egyptian Civilisation. After lunch, 
we visit the Khan el-Khalili Bazaar, whose warren of 
cobblestone lanes and alleys are lined with colourful shops. 

Day Five | Cairo - Beni Suef
Today is spent sailing the long distance from Cairo to 
Beni Suef. Enjoy the chance to relax and reflect on our 
days spent in Cairo. The ship overnights in Beni Suef.

Day Six | Beni Suef - Minya
Another day sailing along the Nile. Spend the day at 
leisure, enjoy unforgettable sights as we cruise along 
this mighty waterway. Our ship overnights in Minya 
ready for an early site visit the following day.

Day Seven | Minya
We disembark and drive to Beni Hasan, the cemetery 
site of tombs cut high in the desert cliff overlooking 
the Nile. The climb up to the tombs requires some 
effort but the view from the top is breathtaking and the 
tombs are fabulous. Returning to the boat mid-morning 
we sail on to Tell el-Armana where the ships is moored 
overnight.

Day Eight | Tell el-Amarna - Assiut
This morning we visit Tel el-Amarna, one of the most 
important archaeological sites in Egypt. Here, we visit the 
tombs of important priests Meryre and Panehesy as well 
as the Royal Tomb of Akhenaten and the Temple of Aten. 
Afterwards we visit Tuna el Gebel the necropolis for 
the ancient town of Hermopolis and at the edge of the 
western desert. We return to the ship mid-morning and 
sail on to Assiut cruising through Assiut’s Lock en route.

Day Nine | Assiut – Sohag
Today is spent sailing from Assiut to Sohag where we will 
moor for the night.

Day Ten | Sohag - El Bayana - Nag Hammadi
We sail this morning to El Bayana for our site visit to 
Abydos. The main focus of our visit is the important cult 
temple of Seti I with its fabulous wall decorations, some 
of the finest of the New Kingdom. Afterwards we visit 
Dendera and the Temple of Hathor. We rejoin our ship in 
Nag Hammadi.

Day Eleven | Nag Hammadi - Luxor
We set sail early morning to Luxor. After lunch on board 
our afternoon is spent at Karnak exploring the largest 
temple complex in Egypt, and some have argued, the 
largest religious complex in the world. We also explore 
Luxor Temple, with its avenue of sphinxes, military reliefs 
and gorgeous papyrus columns. We overnight in Luxor.

Day Twelve | Luxor - Edfu
Luxor’s many sites await and we begin at the Colossi 
of Memnon, two enormous statues of 18th Dynasty 
Pharaoh Amenhotep III which captivated the 
imaginations of curious travellers for millennia. Next, 
in Deir el-Bahari, we visit the colonnaded Temple of 
Queen Hatshepsut, mortuary temple of the only female 
Pharaoh. We also visit the Valley of the Kings, the 
decorated tomb of Seti I and Deir El Medina, the village 
of the workers who constructed the tomb in the Valley of 
the Kings. Overnight we sail to Edfu via Esna.

Day Thirteen | Edfu - Kom Ombo
We go ashore to the Temple of Edfu, a beautiful 
Ptolemaic temple dedicated to Horus, the avenging 
falcon god. Returning to the boat we set sail before lunch 
to continue our journey, and overnight at Kom Ombo.

Day Fourteen | Kom Ombo - Aswan
After an early breakfast we disembark for a short visit 
to the partially restored remains of Kom Ombo’s 
Ptolemaic temple standing dramatically above the Nile. 
We continue sailing to Aswan and enjoy lunch on board 
before we explore the Quarries at Aswan, famous as the 
source of pink granite which was used in many pharaonic 
monuments. We see the ‘Unfinished Obelisk’, some 42m 
long and weighing approximately 1,197 tonnes. From 
here we continue to the ruins of Philae, a complex of 
chapels and shrines originally dedicated to the goddess 
Isis. 

Day Fifteen | Aswan – Abu Simbel - Aswan
An early start awaits as we fly from Aswan to the Nubian 
site at Abu Simbel, 140 miles southwest of Aswan. This 
afternoon, sail around Elephantine Island aboard a 
felucca, with views of the Botanical Garden and Agha 
Khan’s Mausoleum. We return to Aswan for our last night 
on board the MS Nile Monarch. 

Day Sixteen | Aswan - Cairo
Today we visit Elephantine Island and explore the 
remains of the temples of Khnum and Satet, and their 
Nileometers. This afternoon we fly to Cairo.

Day Seventeen | Cairo - London
Today we catch our return flight back to London. 
Please note that the itinerary can be subject to change before the cruise 
departs or during the cruise depending on adjusted sailing times and/or 
any port restrictions.
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For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.co.uk/aeca

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Entries to all sites as per the itinerary
• Field Notes
• All taxes & gratuities

Included travel 
• Return flights from London & all local transport

Accommodation
• 2 nights in a hotel in Cairo & 14 nights aboard the MS Nile 

Monarch

Culinary inclusions
• 16 breakfasts, 15 lunches & 15 dinners (plus 1 snack in 

hotel room due to late arrival)
• Water with all meals, tea or coffee with dinner (all other 

drinks in the hotels and on board the ship are payable 
locally)

Activity Level

Dates & prices per person
30th Apr - 16th May Twin/Dbl Share SS

Lower Deck  £6,365  £1,395
Middle/Upper Deck  £6,495  £1,480

17th Sep - 3rd Oct Twin/Dbl Share SS

Lower Deck  £6,365  £1,395
Middle/Upper Deck  £6,495  £1,480

Guided by Dr Elizabeth Bloxam
Elizabeth is currently Visiting Professor of 
Egyptology at North East Normal University, 
Changchun in China. Join Elizabeth on our 
30th April departure.

The deposit payable on this tour is £1,000pp

*subject to the new museum being open

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
•  Explore Seti I’s temple at Abydos, considered somewhat off the beaten track yet home to the most beautiful raised 

reliefs in the entire country

•  In Tell el-Armana we visit the tombs of important priests Meryre and Panehesy as well as the Royal Tomb of Akhenaten 
and the Temple of Aten

•  Visit the Nubian site of the temples at Abu Simbel, rescued from Lake Nasser’s rising waters after the creation of the 
High Dam

•  Visits in Cairo include the necropolis of Saqqara and the new Grand Egyptian Museum* Guided by Lucia Gahlin
A specialist in the archaeology of ancient 
Egypt, Lucia has been leading tours to this 
country for over 20 years. Join Lucia on our 
17th September departure.



MS CAMARGUE
The MS Camargue is a premium rated ship, comparable to a 
4* hotel, and boasts bright and spacious interiors. The Upper 
Deck has two main areas; the lounge and bar towards the 
bow of the ship, and the restaurant towards the stern. Cabins 
are 14m² in size and include a TV, telephone (for internal 
calls), safe, independent air-conditioning, electricity 220V, 
Wi-Fi, en-suite bathroom with shower and toilet, hairdryer, a 
selection of bath products and towels.

Sun Deck

Upper Deck

Main Deck

DECKS AND TECHNICAL DETAILS
MS CAMARGUE

Sun Loungers

Restaurant Lounge / Bar

To
ile

t

9 DAYS

EXPLORING THE  
ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE RHÔNE
Greeks, Romans and Celts

From £4,495pp Departing May

20 21andantetravels.co.uk | brightwaterholidays.com | 01722 671 104 brightwaterholidays.com | andantetravels.co.uk | 01722 671 104

Day One | London - Lyon
After landing at Lyon Airport, we transfer to our hotel 
and time permitting, visit the wonderful Gallo-Roman 
Museum of Lyon-Fourviere, as well as the adjacent 
Roman theatre built in the 1st century BC. 

Day Two | Vienne
This morning we travel to Vienne, the erstwhile capital of 
the Allobroges made into a colonia by Julius Caesar. We 
explore its Roman remains, including the well-preserved 
Temple of Augustus and Livia, built in the 1st century 
AD, and the nearby Jardin Archaeologique de Cybele, 
which bears precious remnants of the ancient city and 
the Roman Museum. Later, we venture to the site of 
Saint Romain en Gal with its excellent museum. Here 
you will find artefacts and mosaics from one of the 
largest Gallo - Roman settlements in the Rhone Valley. 
We return to Lyon to join our ship and sail to Macon in 
the evening.

Day Three | Mâcon - Trévoux
This morning, we wake in Mâcon, a city famous for its 
beautiful positioning on the Saône and which produces 
some of the world’s finest wines. From here, we set off 
for our archaeological explorations. We return to the 
ship in Trévoux and enjoy another evening of dining and 
cruising.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: Today we visit the Roche 
de Solutré, a prehistoric site that was the centre of 
Solutrean palaeolithic culture. Here, we will also visit the 
Prehistoric Museum world before continuing to the 
world-famous abbey at Cluny, a Benedictine monastery 
that was destroyed during the French Revolution, but 
whose remains testify to its power and wealth.

Day Four | Lyon - Tain L’Hermitage
We wake up in Lyon and spend the morning there before 
our afternoon sailing to Tain l’Hermitage, famous for its 
wines as well as for Valrhona, one of the world’s most 
important chocolatiers. 
Exclusive Andante excursion: This morning we embark 
on a walking tour of Lyon. Here we explore the Jardin 
Archaeologique, which preserves remains of the ancient 
Church of Sainte Croix, built on top of ancient remains, 
as well as the Church Saint Etienne, dating to the 4th 
century AD.

Day Five | Tain L’Hermitage - Le Pouzin - Avignon
We awake at the stunning little town of Tain 
L’Hermitage, famed for its wines, whose vineyards can 
be seen on the hills facing the river. After a little time at 
leisure here, we return to the ship and then sail south to 
the medieval city of Avignon. During this day of sailing, 
we can relax on board, and our Guide Lecturer will 

arrange a lecture for us as to what we can expect over 
the remaining days of the cruise.

Day Six | Avignon - Arles
This morning we wake up in Avignon, the historic city 
which became home to the Popes in the 14th century 
and which continued to be held by them until the French 
revolution, ensuring that it was adorned by a series of 
artists working to make the city fit for the papacy. In 
the afternoon, we sail to Arles, ancient Arelate, which 
became a very important city in Gallia Narbonensis. In 
the evening we sail to Martigues.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: We spend the morning 
exploring the Palais des Papes, the largest Gothic palace 
in Europe and decorated by important artists such as 
Simone Martini and Matteo Giovanetti. From there we 
drive to Arles to see the incredible amphitheatre and we 
also explore the important collection of artefacts at the 
Museum of Ancient Arles.

Day Seven | Arles - Martigues
We wake in Arles and disembark. We spend the morning 
exploring the stunning natural habitat of the Camargue, 
the largest wetland in Western Europe and famed for 
its wide variety of wetland birds and white horses. We 
rejoin the MS Camargue in Port St. Louis and enjoy a gala 
dinner this evening as the ship sails on to Martigues.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: After lunch on board, 
we head out to explore the ancient remains of Marseille, 
the city which has remained important since its Greek 
foundation in the 7th century BC. Here we explore the 
Marseille History Museum as well as the remains of 
the Greek walls and Roman docks in the Jardin des 
Vestiges.

Day Eight | Martigues - Glanum
This morning we disembark and set off for the stunning 
Pont du Gard, perhaps one of the most striking and 
well-preserved Roman ruins in France. Built in the 
1st century AD, it carried water from Uzès to ancient 
Nemausus, a masterwork of Roman engineering, which 
remained largely intact because of its use as a customs 
bridge. In the afternoon, we visit the well-preserved site 
of Glanum, which was never as wealthy as Arelate or 
Nemausus but which, nonetheless, was able to produce 
showy remains as the Mausoleum of the Julii and the 
Triumphal Arch built during the reign of Augustus. 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
•  Explore the exceptional amphitheatre and archaeological museum at Arles

•  Visit the Palais des Papes in Avignon, home to the Popes in the 14th century

•  View the iconic Pont du Gard, one of the world’s most famous aqueducts

•  Examine the important site of Glanum with its famous Triumphal Arch and mausoleum

•  Enjoy exclusive Andante excursions during the cruise

The Rhône was the major conduit of culture in France in Antiquity, transmitting Hellenic culture 
from Marseille, founded by Greeks in 600 BC, to the cities along the historic river. This cruise 
examines the role the river played in the ancient world as a channel of trade and culture, and 
showcases France’s most important archaeological and historical sites.
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For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.co.uk/arnc

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Exclusive Andante excursions with entry to all sites as 

stated in the itinerary
• An excursion to the Camargue wetland with Croisi 

Europe, shared with other passengers
• Field Notes
• All taxes (including port taxes) & gratuities

Included travel 
• Return flights from London & all local transport

Accommodation
• 1 night at the Fourviere Hotel or similar, 6 nights aboard 

the MS Camargue & 1 night at a hotel in St. Remy

Culinary inclusions
• 8 breakfasts, 7 lunches & 8 dinners
• At hotels: water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee with 

dinner
• MS Camargue: welcome cocktail and all on board 

drinks*, served in the restaurant and in the bar to include 
tea, coffee, soft drinks, beers and a selection of wines, 
cocktails and long drinks 
*Premium branded drinks at own cost

Activity Level

Dates & prices per person
30th May - 7th Jun Twin/Dbl Share SS

Main Deck Outside Cabin  
with a window £4,495 £795

Upper Deck Outside Cabin with 
a large floor to ceiling window £4,615 £795

Guided by John Shepherd
An archaeologist who has worked around 
Europe, John is an ancient glass specialist.

The deposit payable on this tour is £1,000pp

Lyon

Day Nine | St. Remy-de-Provence - Marseille - London
Time permitting, we have a walk around the charming 
town of St. Remy-de-Provence before travelling to 
Marseille to take our return flight back to London.
Please note that the itinerary can be subject to change before the cruise 
departs or during the cruise depending on adjusted sailing times and/or 
any port restrictions.

Old Town of Martigues



MS LA BELLE DE CADIX
The light and bright MS La Belle de Cadix, comparable to a 4* hotel, has four decks. The restaurant is on the Main Deck, 
the lounge and bar on the Middle Deck, the ‘Pianorama’ Bar is on the Upper Deck and there is a Sun Deck with chairs and 
deckchairs.

Cabins are 13.5m² in size and include a TV, telephone (for internal calls), safe, independent air-conditioning, electricity 220V, 
Wi-Fi, en-suite bathroom with shower and toilet, hairdryer, selection of bath products and towels.
DECKS AND TECHNICAL DETAILS
MS LA BELLE DE CADIX

Sun Loungers

Piano Bar

Reception

Lounge / Bar

Restaurant

Sun Deck

Upper Deck

Middle Deck

Main Deck
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8 DAYS

MOORISH WONDERS OF THE 
GUADALQUIVIR & GUADIANA
Exploring Andalucia and the Algarve on a cruise

From £3,295pp Departing June

Medina Azahara

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
•  Admire the Alhambra dubbed by Arabic poets ‘the pearl set in emeralds’ and unique example of Moorish architecture 

transformed into a Renaissance palace in the 16th century 

•  Explore Italica, the oldest Roman city outside of Italy, and home to stunningly preserved remains unencumbered by 
later periods

•  Examine the historic remains of Cádiz, including its extraordinary Phoenician and Roman remains

•  Visit unique Mosque-Cathedral of Cordoba, a colourful blend of Islamic and Renaissance architecture

Called the Baetis in the Roman period, the Guadalquivir is the most important river in Spain, not 
just because it is the country’s only navigable river but because it flows through Andalucia, the 
heartbeat of Iberian history. The Guadiana, in turn, meets the Guadalquivir at the Gulf of Cadiz, 
thereby linking the historically rich Andalucia with the Algarve. 

Seville

Isla Minima

Granada

El Puerto de Santa Maria

Cádiz

Alcoutim

Huelva

Day 1 | London - Seville
We start our tour by flying to Seville and, time permitting, 
visit the Metropol Parasol in the city. Afterwards we join 
our ship, the MS La Belle de Cadix, in Seville.

Day 2 | Seville
We wake up in Seville, the capital of Andalucia, which 
was once the ancient city of Hispalis and later became 
enormously wealthy for its crucial role in the Trans-
Atlantic trade.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: Today we venture to 
Cordoba where we being our exploration with the 
Medina Azahara, the 10th century palace-city built in 
order to administer the capital. We continue to the city’s 
Jewish Quarter where we see vestiges of the multi-

cultural medieval city when the city gave rise to lush 
luminaries as Maimonides and Avverroes. We end our 
visit of Cordoba with the world famous Mezquita, or 
Cathedral Mosue, erected in the 8th century.

Day 3 | Seville - Isla Minima
Today our ship is moored in the vibrant city of Seville 
before it departs in the afternoon for the Isla Minima set 
in the Marshlands of the Guadalquivir. Here we have a 
tour of an Andalucian hacienda before we sail to Cádiz.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: Today we visit two of 
Seville’s UNESCO listed sites, starting with the Real 
Alcazar, built in the 14th century, an important example 
of mudejar architecture, which is blending of Moorish 
and Europe styles. We continue a short distance to the 
Cathedral of Saint Mary of the See, the largest Gothic 
cathedral in the world built in order to signal the city’s 
increased importance after the reconquista.

Day 4 | Cádiz
This morning we are in Cádiz, the important port which 
lays claim to being one of the oldest continuously 
inhabited cities in Europe. Located on a spit of land 
surrounded by sea, Cádiz retains an old quarter which 
bears the remains of its ancient past.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: Today we explore the 
important city of Cadiz founded by Phoenicians in 
the 9th century BC. We start with the archaeological 
museum, which contains an important collection of 
artefacts from the city’s vast history, before proceeding 
to the Roman theatre, built in the 1st century BC 
and once one of the largest theatres in the empire. 
We end the morning with a visit to the cathedral 
built in the city’s heyday when the city was enriched 
by the Transatlantic trade. After lunch, we visit the 
archaeological site which contains the remains of the 
Phoenician settlement of Gadir.

Day 5 | Alcoutim - Huelva
Today we join the Guadiana which meets the 
Guadalquivir in Cadiz, and sail to Alcoutim, located in the 
Algarve, near the border, mid-morning. After a brief stay 
here, we sail the rest of the afternoon towards Huelva 
where we arrive in the evening.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: This morning we visit 
the 13th century Moorish castle at Alcoutim, whose 
imposing position on the right bank of the tributary 
river of San Marcos made it an important site from the 
Neolithic period onwards. The current castle belongs 

to the period of the reconquista when the Portuguese 
crown undertook defensive measures to stamp their 
authority over lands they gained.

Day 6 | Huelva - El Puerto de Santa Maria - Seville 
We awake in the Huelva, where we spend the morning 
before sailing in the afternoon towards El Puerto de 
Santa Maria in the province of Cadiz. In the evening we 
re-join the Guadalquivir and sail back to Seville.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: Called on’u ba by the 
Phoenicians who settled here and later renamed Onoba 
by Greeks, Huelva was an important Phoenician trading 
post, exchanging precious metals and fish with cities 
throughout the Mediterranean. This morning we explore 
this city’s important past at the important Huelva 
Archaeological Museum.
After our exclusive Andante excursion in the morning, we 
enjoy an evening wine tasting in the area of El Puerto de 
Santa Maria with other cruise passengers.

Day 7 | Granada
Having sailed through the night, we return to Seville 
and end our tour with one of the most impressive 
cities in Spain, Granada. In the morning we visit the 
incomparable Alhambra, first built as a fortress in the 
9th century and turned into a palace fortress in the 14th 
century by the Emir of Granada. The Alhambra remains 
the most important witness to the great flourishing of 
the Muslim period of Andalucia, testament to the vibrant 
and cosmopolitan culture which made this part of the 
world unique.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: After lunch, we explore 
the Archaeological Museum of Granada, which sheds 
light on the city itself as well as on Andalucian history. 

Day 8 | Seville - London
After disembarking the ship, we end our tour by visiting 
one of the most important Roman sites in Spain, 
Italica. The ancient city, founded in the 3rd century 
BC, is one of the best preserved in Spain and includes 
an amphitheatre, a number of elite houses, as well as a 
Traianeum, a shrine to the important emperor who was 
born there. In the afternoon, we take our return flight 
back to London.
Please note that the itinerary can be subject to change before the cruise 
departs or during the cruise depending on adjusted sailing times and/or 
any port restrictions.

For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.co.uk/aggc

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Exclusive Andante excursions with entry to all sites as 

stated in the itinerary
• A wine-tasting experience and an excursion to the 

Alhambra with Croisi Europe, shared with other 
passengers

• Field Notes
• All taxes (including port taxes) & gratuities

Included travel 
• Return flights from London & all local transport

Accommodation
• 7 nights aboard the MS La Belle de Cadix

Culinary inclusions
• 7 breakfasts, 7 lunches & 7 dinners
• MS La Belle de Cadix: welcome cocktail and all on board 

drinks*, served in the restaurant and in the bar to include 
tea, coffee, soft drinks, beers and a selection of wines, 
cocktails and long drinks. 

*Premium branded drinks at own cost

Activity Level

Dates & prices per person
22nd – 29th Jun Twin/Dbl Share SS

Main Deck Outside Cabin  
with a porthole window £3,295 £650

Middle Deck Outside  
Cabin with a window £3,465 £650

Upper Deck Outside Cabin with  
a large floor to ceiling window £3,635 £650

Guided by Dr Doru Bogdan
Doru is a researcher and lecturer at the 
University of Alba Iulia in Romania, and 
has supervised an array of excavations.

The deposit payable on this tour is £1,000pp
Cordoba

Real Alcazar



MS ELBE PRINCESSE
This premium rated ship, with a Nordic and contemporary 
style interior, is comparable to a 4* hotel and has two 
decks. The restaurant, surrounded by large panoramic 
windows, is located on the Main Deck where all meals will 
be served throughout the cruise. Entertainment takes place 
at the lounge bar, located on the stern of the Upper Deck. 
The Sun Deck with chairs and sun loungers provides great 
views of the coastline. Cabins are 14.5m² in size and include 
a TV, telephone (for internal calls), safe, independent air-
conditioning, electricity 220V, Wi-Fi, ensuite bathroom with 
shower and toilet, hairdryer, selection of bath products and 
towels.

BAR

SUN DECK:
• Sun loungers
• Lar ge shaded area

UPPER DECK:
• Terrace
• L
• Reception
• Outside cabins

MAIN DECK:
• Restaurant
• Outside cabins 

Year of construction:  
2016 at the Saint-Nazaire  
shipyard
Number of decks:  2
Crew members: 25
Length: 95,4 meters
Width: 10,5 meters
Number of cabins:  39
Number of passengers: 79
PRM cabin (1): 1

Sun Loungers

Reception
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Lounge / Bar

Restaurant

Double cabin Cat. A
14,50 m 2

Double cabin Cat. B
11 m2 and 14,50 m 2

PRM cabin (1) Cat. C
13,50 m2

Single cabin Cat. A
11 m2

Double cabin Cat. C
14,50 m 2

Sun Deck

Upper Deck

Main Deck

MS ELBE PRINCESSE
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8 DAYS

THE WEALTH & WONDERS OF 
THE HANSEATIC CITIES
Explore this fascinating period in history

From £3,295pp Departing July

Berlin

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
Enjoy three days exploring the delights of Berlin, from its medieval roots to its modern brilliance 

Explore the charms of Lueneburg with its preserved medieval industrial centre and cobblestone squares 

Visit Luebeck, the Queen of the Hanseatic city, with its well-preserved medieval city centre, including priceless brick 
Gothic buildings, such as St. Mary’s Church

This cruise down the Elbe takes you to the heart of the Hanseatic League, that confederation of 
Northern cities which dominated maritime trade in the North and Baltic seas in the medieval 
period. From the 12th to the 15th centuries, the League became very powerful and prosperous. 
Invigorated by this wealth, the Hanse cities aggrandised their urban centres in order to display their 
status, and this tour explores this fascinating period.

Brandenburg

Wolfsburg

Lueneburg

Hamburg

Magdeburg

Berlin

Nedlitz

Day One | London - Berlin
After arriving in Berlin, we transfer to our hotel and time 
permitting we enjoy an orientation walk in the city.

Day Two | Berlin
This morning we wake in Berlin, ready to examine 
its Hanseatic history. Founded in 1170, it has been 
ambitious from the start, quickly becoming one of the 
most industrious Hanseatic traders that helped the city 
to become what it is today. We start at the Church of 
St. Nikolai, the first church built in Berlin, located in the 
evocative Nicholas Quarter, which houses a series of 
restored medieval buildings. We continue to the 13th 
century Franciscan Monastery, whose ruins make its 
brick gothic architecture even more evocative. This 
evening we join our ship and prepare to embark on our 
cruise. 

Day Three | Berlin - Nedlitz
Having established itself as a vibrant ‘new town’, Berlin 
continued to grow in influence from the 15th century 
onwards. Under the rule of the Hohenzollern, it grew to 
European and then world city.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: We set the scene by 
exploring Berlin’s highlight sites from the outside, starting 
at the site of the newly rebuilt town palace, once the 
royal palace of the Hohenzollern from the 15th to 20th 
centuries, to the Brandenburg Gate, taking in the Opera 
House and Humboldt University on the way. In so doing, 
we will explore Berlin’s rise to power, from being first the 
Prussian and then German capital, a biography of the city 
that would dominate the 20th century. In the afternoon, 
Nick Jackson, who lives in Berlin will take you to Potsdam 
to visit the inimitable Sanssouci Palace, the rococo 
summer dwelling built in order to provide Frederick the 
Great with an escape from the demands of court life, 
hence its French soubriquet meaning without worry.

Day Four | Brandenburg - Magdeburg
We spend the morning cruising down the Elbe, which 
has always been navigable by commercial vessels and 
which, therefore allowed Hanseatic cities to be linked. 
After lunch on board we land in Hohenwarthe from 
where we depart on our afternoon excursion. In the 
evening we cruise towards Wolfsburg.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: Magdeburg, badly 
damaged during the Second World War, has a core of 
medieval buildings which bring its Hanseatic history to 
life. Founded by Charlemagne, the city rose to become 
one of the most powerful Hansa cities, evident in its 
cathedral dedicated to saints Catherine and Maurice, one 
of the oldest Gothic churches in Germany and the largest 
in Eastern Germany. We continue to the Buttergasse, 
a vaulted cellar that lies in the heart of the Alter Markt, 
which we view from the outside. We visit the Monastery 
of Our Lady, founded in the 11th century, which remains 
one of the city’s best preserved Romanesque buildings.

Day Five | Wolfsburg - Lueneburg
We arrive at Wolfburg this morning and depart soon 
thereafter to make the most of our visit. In the afternoon 
we cruise towards Luneberg, where we dock for the 
night. Exclusive Andante excursion: We drive a short 
distance to Braunschweig, today an important centre 
for research and development and once an important 
member of the Hanseatic league. We start with a view 
of the Burgplatz, where we see the Veltheimsches Haus, 
a 16th century half-timbered seigneurial house with 
remarkable decoration. We also see the Dankwarderode 
Castle, once the home of the Dukes of Braunschweig, as 
well as the Cathedral of St. Blaise and John the Baptist, 
built in the 12th century by Henry the Lion and the 
burial place of Caroline of Brunswick, wife of George 
IV. We end our tour in Braunschweig with a visit of the 
Altstadtmarkt, which houses the Gewandhaus, guild 
house of the tailors.

Day Six | Lueneburg - Hamburg
We awake in Lueneburg and later cruise towards 
Hamburg, where we dock for the night.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: This morning we explore 
Lueneburg, one of the oldest cities in the region, which 
developed a monopoly on salt in the early medieval 
period, something that ensured its wealth due to the 
importance of the trade in pickled herrings. One of the 
few cities in the area not damaged in the Second World 
War, Lueneburg preserves much of its medieval charm. 
We start the tour with the Alter Kran, the 14th century 
crane over the river harbour, which helped to transport 

salt to Luebeck. From there we walk to the Stintmarkt, 
the medieval fish market and then to the Am Sande 
Markt, a medieval market home to St. John’s Church, the 
city’s oldest. In the afternoon we visit Hamburg Museum, 
housed in the Hamburg Castle, which recounts the city’s 
rise to power in the time of the Hanseatic League. 

Day Seven | Hamburg
Today we wake up in Hamburg, one of the largest and 
most important cities in Germany despite a series of 
historic manmade and natural disasters, including fires, 
floods and the Second World War. Its importance in the 
Hanseatic League is fossilised in the city’s name, the Free 
and Hanseatic City of Hamburg. The ship is docked the 
whole day here.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: We spend the whole day 
in Luebeck, starting with the Museum of the Hanse, the 
most significant of its kind and housed in a Dominican 
friary. After lunch, we explore the World Heritage city 
on foot, visiting the twin-towered 15th century Burgtor 
and continuing to the Heiligen-Geist-Hospital, one of 
the world’s oldest social institutions, before exploring 
the 13th century Marienkirche. We end the day at the 
Holstentor, whose characteristic architecture is famed 
throughout Germany.

Day Eight | Hamburg - London
This morning we disembark our ship and make our way 
back to the UK.
Please note that the itinerary can be subject to change before the cruise 
departs or during the cruise depending on adjusted sailing times and/or 
any port restrictions.

For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.co.uk/ahac

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer
• Exclusive Andante excursions with entry to all sites as 

stated in the itinerary
• Field notes
• All taxes (including port taxes) & gratuities

Included travel 
• Return flights from London & all local transport

Accommodation
• 1 night at the Leonardo Royal Berlin or similar & 6 nights 

aboard the MS Elbe Princess

Culinary inclusions
• 7 breakfasts, 6 lunches & 7 dinners 
• At hotel: water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee with 

dinner 
• MS Elbe Princesse: welcome cocktail and all on board 

drinks*, served in the restaurant and in the bar to include 
tea, coffee, soft drinks, beers and a selection of wines, 
cocktails and long drinks

*Premium branded drinks at own cost

Activity Level

Dates & prices per person
5th - 12th Jul  Twin/Dbl Share SS

Main Deck Outside Cabin 
with a high opening window £3,295 £740

Upper Deck Outside Cabin 
with a French balcony,  
sliding windows £3,495 £740

Guided by Nick Jackson
A graduate of the Institute of Archaeology 
at UCL, Nick is an archaeologist and 
historian with over 20 years of experience.

The deposit payable on this tour is £1,000pp

Magdeburg, Germany



MS LA BOHÈME
The MS La Bohème is a standard ship that measures 110m 
long and 10m wide and accommodates 158 passengers in 
79 cabins on 2 decks. The size of each cabin is 10m2 (there 
is also a suite of 18m2), offering amenities and providing 
guests with all the comforts they need during their stay. 
Located on the upper deck, the restaurant, where all meals 
are served during the cruise, offers a delicate cuisine in a 
refined setting, where large windows allow to fully enjoy 
the panorama. Also situated on the upper deck is the 
lounge/bar with a dance floor. Comfortable sun loungers 
are provided on the sun deck with a large, shaded area, the 
ideal place to relax and admire the surrounding landscapes.

Sun Deck

Upper Deck

Main Deck

DECKS AND TECHNICAL DETAILS
MS LA BOHÈME

Sun Loungers

ReceptionRE Staurant Lounge / Bar

To
ile

t

Enjoy a riot of colour among the beautiful bulbfields of Holland where nothing quite compares to 
the sight of not hundreds, not thousands, but millions of flowering bulbs, carpeting the fields in 
a radiant vision of patterns and patchwork. We begin in the Belgian city of Antwerp with a visit to 
Rubens House, the former home and workshop of the artist Peter Paul Rubens before enjoying a 
visit to the botanic gardens. We then embark on our cruise to Rotterdam. We enjoy a visit to one of 
the most famous gardens in the world – Keukenhof, a magnificent display of different tulip, daffodil 
and hyacinth varieties. We arrive in the Dutch capital of Amsterdam, where we visit the 700-year-
old Castle Muiderslot and Kasteel Museum Sypesteyn.

On this cruise, we’ll enjoy four nights on board MS La Bohème. Our comfortable vessel transports us 
across rivers and sea, ensuring that our journey is just as special as the destinations it brings us to. 
Think welcoming cocktails, lunches and dinners with complimentary wine and beer, and, of course, 
the always convivial company of like-minded travellers.
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5 DAYS

DUTCH BULBFIELDS  
IN SPRING

From £1,370pp Departing April

Keukenhof Gardens

Day One
We depart by Eurostar train from London St Pancras 
to Brussels where we change trains and continue to 
Antwerp. On arrival we visit Rubens House, which 
celebrates the life and work of the brilliant and 
versatile artist Peter Paul Rubens, and the 200-year-old 
Botanic Garden, which boasts a substantial number of 
exceptional trees and shrubs. We later board our ship MS 
La Bohème and enjoy a welcome cocktail reception 
before dinner. (D)

Day Two
After breakfast we have a leisurely day on board ship, 
as we cruise from Antwerp to Rotterdam, crossing the 
Oosterschelde and Westerschelde, two sheltered inlets 
off the North Sea. Lunch is served on board. On arrival in 
Rotterdam there will be an opportunity to go ashore and 
explore at leisure or choose to join the optional walking 
tour of the city, noted for its innovative architecture. (FB)

Day Three
This morning we cruise from Rotterdam to Utrecht. After 
lunch on board, we will depart by coach for a visit to one 
of the most famous gardens in the world - Keukenhof. 
Over seven million bulbs are planted annually and 
around one million visitors pass through it from mid-
March to mid-May - it is truly breathtaking. We re-join the 
ship in Amsterdam and following dinner this evening 
you are free to explore, alternatively, there will be an 
optional canal cruise to give you the opportunity to view 
this spectacular city in its night-time splendour. (FB)

Day Four
After a short drive out of the city we find Kasteel 
Museum Sypesteyn, which was built in the early 20th-

century in the 17th century style by Jonkheer Catharinus 
Henricus Cornelis Ascanius of Sypesteyn as a tribute to 
his family as the last descendant of the Van Sypesteyn 
line. The castle is surrounded by stunning gardens with 
hedges, moats and decorative wrought-iron gates. 
Paths and bridges allow for a leisurely stroll through 
the orchards, the park and the castle garden, featuring 
both indigenous and exotic planting. This afternoon 
we visit De Haar Castle in Utrecht, which has equally 
splendid grounds including a Roman garden, ponds 
and canals, romantic vistas and impressive avenues. As 
was the fashion when the garden was reconstructed 
around 1895, the garden closest to the castle was in the 
French style while the surrounding parkland was in a 
Romantic English landscape style, with fanciful ponds 
and picturesque little bridges. (FB)

Day Five
We disembark the ship and spend the morning in 
Amsterdam, beginning with a visit to the Museum 
Van Loon, a magnificent canal-side private residence 
from the Dutch ‘Golden Age’, with a large collection of 
paintings, fine porcelain and silver. The formal gardens 
perfectly complement the Classical style of the house. 
In the afternoon, we catch the train from Amsterdam 
Centraal railway station to Brussels, where we board the 
Eurostar service to London St Pancras, where we expect 
to arrive late evening. (B)

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, FB: Full Board , D: Dinner

3-DAY AMSTERDAM EXTENSION
FROM £299
Why not extend your holiday with a two-night stay at 
a 4-star centrally located hotel including breakfasts, 
transfers and a three-day Amsterdam Travel Card, 
giving you the freedom to explore the city at your own 
pace.

For full details of this tour visit 
brightwaterholidays.com/bcdb

Price includes
• Four nights’ full board accommodation on board  

MS La Bohème in Main or Upper deck cabin 
• Drinks on board with meals and at the bar (excluding 

premium drinks and spirits)
• Standard class rail travel from London to Antwerp, 

returning from Amsterdam
• Comfortable coach travel throughout
• All visits as outlined in the itinerary
• Services of a professional tour manager

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

11th - 15th Apr

Main Deck £1,370 £300

Upper Deck £1,585 £425
 
Optional Excursions: 
Rotterdam walking tour £22

Amsterdam canal cruise On request

De Haar Castle

Antwerp

Antwerp

Rotterdam

Keukenhof
Amsterdam

Utrecht



MS ELBE PRINCESSE II
The MS Elbe Princesse II paddle riverboat features interiors 
decorated in natural tones - khaki, emerald, and anise - 
reminiscent of the abundant flora and fauna seen along 
the riverbanks. Velvet and brass highlights on the furniture 
add a chic allure. The main deck cabins have large windows, 
and the upper deck cabins feature a French balcony 
with sliding-glass doors. All meals during the cruise are 
served in the restaurant on the main deck, which can be 
accessed directly from the lounge and bar. The restaurant 
is surrounded by panoramic windows that give fantastic 
views of the surrounding scenery. The lounge and bar 
on the stern of the upper deck is where cocktails, games, 
dancing, and other fun filled evenings take place. There is 
also a sun deck, with chairs and sun loungers.

Sun Loungers

Reception

To
ile

t

Te
rr

ac
e

Lounge / Bar

Restaurant

Sun Deck

Upper Deck

Main Deck

MS ELBE PRINCESSE II

On this extraordinary expedition along the picturesque Vltava and Elbe Rivers, we will discover the 
delightful charms of Bohemia. Along the banks, admire architectural gems such as Prague Castle 
and Nelahozeves Castle. Our voyage explores Prague, packed with fascinating sights and historical 
landmarks including the Charles Bridge and Wenceslas Square. The Troja Château is another of the 
most beautiful pieces of architecture to be found in the Czech capital and is surrounded by a pretty 
French garden. The town of Stechovice is the gateway to the incredible 13th century Gothic-style 
Konopiste Castle. Melnik sits at the confluence of the Vltava and Elbe rivers. From here, we visit 
Nelahozeves Castle, the birthplace of the world-famous composer Antonín Dvořák. 

We also have the chance to enjoy a full day exploring the German city of Dresden which sits on the 
banks of the Elbe River. With a rich history as the capital and residence of the Kings of Saxony, it had 
its heyday during the 18th century when many of the city’s iconic buildings such as the Zwinger 
and Frauenkirche were built.

28 29andantetravels.co.uk | brightwaterholidays.com | 01722 671 104 brightwaterholidays.com | andantetravels.co.uk | 01722 671 104

Troja Château

7 DAYS

VOYAGE ALONG  
THE VLTAVA & ELBE

From £2,495pp Departing July

For full details of this tour visit 
brightwaterholidays.com/bcvv

Price includes
• Five nights' full board accommodation on board the MS 

Elbe Princess II in a Main or Upper deck cabin
• Drinks on board with meals and at the bar (excluding 

premium drinks and spirits)
• Return flights from London to Prague
• All visits as outlined in the itinerary
• Comfortable coach travel throughout 
• Services of a professional tour manager

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

6th - 12th Jul 
Main Deck £2,495 £745

Upper Deck £2,745 £745

Optional Excursion:  
Dresden  £125

Day One 
We fly from London to Prague and transfer to the MS 
Elbe Princesse II. Later we enjoy an introductory city 
tour before re-joining the ship for a welcome cocktail 
with our fellow guests. (D)

Day Two
The morning we cruise along the meandering waters 
of the Vltava River to the town of Stechovice. After 
enjoying lunch on board, we venture to Konopiste 
Castle, a 13th century French style fortress with 
cylindrical towers, fortified watchtower, four gates 
and drawbridge. The apartments within are lavishly 
decorated and the castle also boasts an impressive 
collection of mediaeval weaponry and armour that once 
belonged to Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria. 
Outdoors, be sure and take time to explore the park and 
gardens, where pheasants, peacocks and quail roam 
freely and the Rose Gardens perfume the air. (FB)

Day Three
We continue our cruise on the Vltava, passing by rolling 
hillsides, romantic castles and quaint villages to the 
Slapy Dam. Spend some time soaking up the sights on 
the sun deck or take a shoreside walk here this afternoon 
before we return to Prague. (FB)

Day Four
We head to the Prague Botanical Gardens, which 
are set along the banks of the Vltava and are home to 
vineyards, a Japanese garden and most famously the 
Fata Morgana tropical greenhouse. After lunch at a local 
restaurant, we head to the Troja Château, a beautiful 
Bohemian castle in Baroque style encompassed by 
glorious French gardens. (FB)

Day Five
Cruise to Melnik, which sits at the confluence of the 
Vltava and Elbe Rivers and in the afternoon visit 
Nelahozeves Castle, which was originally a fortress and 
later a renaissance château. The interiors of the château 
are decorated with stunning frescoes and house a vast 
collection of Spanish paintings from the late 16th and 
early 17th century including works by Velazquez, Ruben 
and Brueghel. We also explore the museum dedicated 
to the lives of the Lobkowicz family who were a family of 
great importance in central Europe for some 600 years. 
Nelahozeves is also the birthplace of the world-famous 
Czech composer Antonín Dvořák. (FB)

Day Six
Today you can spend at leisure or join the optional 
excursion as we head to the ‘Florence of the Elbe’ – 
Dresden. This German city offers a vast array of things 
to see including delightful promenades along the banks 
of the River Elbe, fascinating museums, interesting 

monuments and charming palaces. After a city tour 
we head to a local restaurant for lunch, before visiting 
the Grosser Garten and Palace, a true jewel of early 
baroque architecture. During a visit we explore the 
reconstructed ground floor filled with original sandstone 
sculptures and the upper floor which was destroyed 
during the allied firestorm of the Second World War. The 
Grand Garden is one of Europe’s most beautiful parks 
covering a staggering 147 hectares filled with a diverse 
range of flora and fauna. In the late afternoon we head 
back to the ship for the evening. (FB)

Day Seven
After breakfast, we transfer to Prague airport for our 
return flight to London. (B)

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, FB: Full Board, D: Dinner

Konopiste Castle

Prague
Melnik

Dresden

Stechovice



MS L’EUROPE
Completely renovated in 2016, the MS L’Europe is an intimate-sized ship, accommodating 180 passengers, in 90 cabins 
spread over three decks. The cabins feature TV, Wi-Fi, individually controlled air conditioning and safe providing guests with 
all the comforts they need during their stay. The chocolate, beige and orange tones of the ships chic and contemporary 
decoration give it a warm, elegant and welcoming atmosphere. Located on the main deck, the restaurant, offers delicate 
cuisine in a refined setting, where large windows allow guests to fully enjoy panoramic views. On the same deck is also the 
lounge/bar with a dance floor, while on the sun deck guests can enjoy comfortable sun loungers, as well as a large, shaded 
area, an ideal place to relax and admire the landscapes.

Sun Deck

Upper Deck

Middle Deck

Main Deck

DECKS AND TECHNICAL DETAILS

Sun Loungers

Pianoram
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Terrace

Lounge / Bar
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MIDDLE DECK 

MS L’EUROPE

Fisherman’s Bastion

Join us aboard the MS L’Europe for a cruise along the delightful Danube River which flows over 
1,700 miles from Germany to the Black Sea. Departing from the Hungarian capital of Budapest, 
where we enjoy a city tour including sites such as the iconic Parliament Building and impressive 
Fisherman’s Bastion, we also enjoy stops in Osijek, Croatia’s greenest city, the Serbian capital 
Belgrade, the town of Novi Sad and the Romanian riverside town of Orsova. 

During the voyage we also enjoy a morning exploring the Hungarian city of Pecs, where we visit 
the University Botanical Gardens, home to over 7,000 varieties of plants. We relish a full day in 
the Slovakian capital Bratislava, home to a fantasy style castle and also visit two of Budapest’s 
horticultural gems, the ELTE Botanical Gardens, which dates back over 250 years and works to 
preserve many domestic endangered species, and the Soroskar Botanical Gardens, which occupy 
60 hectares of wild land and are home to forests, ponds and seasonal flower beds.
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8 DAYS

DELIGHTFUL  
DANUBE

From £2,295pp Departing August

Day One
We fly from London to the Hungarian capital, Budapest. 
On arrival we will board our coach embarking on a tour 
of this marvellous city which straddles the mighty River 
Danube. The city exudes charm, sophistication and 
elegance; it is home to numerous historical buildings 
including the gothic revival-styled Parliament Building, 
the Neo-Romanesque Fisherman’s Bastion with 
commanding views of the city and the Baroque Buda 
Castle – home of the Hungarian Kings in Budapest. A 
stop at Gellert Citadel provides a great opportunity for 
a panoramic view across the city while other highlights 

include St Stephen’s Basilica and Heroes Square. 
Later in the afternoon we head to the banks of the river 
Danube where we embark MS L’Europe and check into 
our cabins before setting sail later this evening. (D)

Day Two
This morning is at your leisure to relax on board. This 
afternoon we head to Osijek, one of the greenest cities 
in Croatia. We join a local guide for a walking tour city 
including the River Drava and King Tomislav Park 
where we can learn about the local flora and fauna, 
history and many interesting facts from the life of this 
city. (FB)

Day Three
Today is spent in the Serbian capital – Belgrade. As we 
wander through the city we can see socialist monoliths 
sandwiched between art nouveau masterpieces and 
the remnants of the Ottoman Empire. Spend the day 
exploring at your leisure or you may wish to join the 
optional excursion - a guided panoramic city tour 
where there is the chance to admire the Belgrade 
National Theatre and National Museum, the Royal 
Palace, which is home to the City Assembly of Belgrade, 
and the Ancient Royal Palace. There is also a visit to 
Kalemegdan Park, one of the most spectacular parks 
in the city, where we find the Belgrade Fortress which 
stands sentinel over the confluence of the Danube and 
Sava rivers. (FB)

Day Four
After breakfast there is time to explore in the Romanian 
town of Orsova at your leisure. Alternatively, you can 
join the optional excursion to the spa town of Baile 

Herculane where there is a scenic tour along the River 
Cerna and a chance to gaze upon the impressive Statue 
of Hercules and some fantastic Baroque buildings. 
On arrival, there will be some free time to explore one 
of Europe’s oldest thermal spas having been founded 
by the Romans in the 2nd century AD. After a brief 
refreshment stop, the tour returns to Orsova which is 
located near the Iron Gates and dates back to Roman 
times. Also on the agenda is a visit to the Roman 
Catholic Cathedral of Orsova. After lunch on board the 
afternoon is spent sailing the calm waters of the Danube. 
Perhaps take some time on the sundeck to sit back and 
enjoy the scenery passing by. (FB)

Day Five 
This morning we arrive in the second largest Serbian 
city, Novi Sad, which has been occupied throughout 
history by the Celts, Romans, Franks, Barbarians and 
Turks until it was incorporated into the Habsburg empire 
in the 17th century. There is time at leisure to explore or 
you can join the optional tour of the city and Sremski 
Karlovci. The tour visits the city centre on foot where 
there is a collection of baroque buildings interspersed 
between the ancient fortifications. There are visits to the 
Episcopal and Orthodox churches before continuing to 
Freedom Square and Town Hall. Boarding a coach, the 
tour then heads to the little village of Sremski Karlovci 
where there is a visit to the baroque style Cathedral 
of St Nicholas built in 1758. There is also time for a 
stop at the Four Lions Fountain, built in 1799 by the 
Italian architect Guiseppe Aprili as part of the first town 
waterworks, before returning to the ship in Novi Sad. This 
afternoon is again spent sailing with brief stops in Ilok 
and Vukovar. (FB)

Day Six
We arrive at the Hungarian town of Mohacs on the 
western banks of the Danube early this morning. After 
breakfast, we depart by coach for the short journey to 
the ancient city of Pecs. We are joined there by a local 
guide as we visit the University Botanical Gardens 
which is home to over 7,000 different plant species. In 
the afternoon we return to the ship for a leisurely sail 
along the Danube. (FB)

Day Seven
Today is a long but rewarding day as we travel by coach 
from our berth in Budapest to the Slovakian city of 
Bratislava. Home to a medieval and Gothic old town, 
baroque palaces and fantastical castle. We are joined by 
a local guide for a tour of the city before stopping at 
a local restaurant for lunch. This afternoon we head to 

For full details of this tour visit 
brightwaterholidays.com/bcdd

Price includes
• Seven nights’ full board on board the MS L'Europe in a 

Main, Middle or Upper deck cabin
• Drinks on board with meals and at the bar (excluding 

premium drinks and spirits)
• Return flights from London to Budapest
• All visits as outlined in the itinerary
• Comfortable coach travel throughout 
• Services of a professional tour manager

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

2nd - 9th Aug  
Main Deck £2,295 £595

Middle Deck £2,495 £700

Upper Deck £2,595 £770

Optional Excursions: 
Belgrade £32  
Orsova £38 
Novi Sad and Sremski Karlovci £32

Bratislava

Bratislava Castle which has been rebuilt in Renaissance 
Style and houses a history museum. The oldest of the 
castle’s features is the 13th century Crown Tower which 
you can climb for panoramic views. There is also a 
manicured baroque garden to be explored behind the 
castle. We later return to the ship in Budapest. (FB)

Day Eight
We disembark after breakfast to enjoy the city of 
Budapest. On the agenda today is the ELTE Botanical 
Gardens, which were founded 1771 and exhibit a 
collection of cacti, orchids and water lilies. The gardens 
also preserve 85 domestic endangered species and 
250 species that are classified as endangered by the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature. There 
are various collections to be explored including a palm 
house, subtropical house plants, tropical crops, orchids 
and insect trap plants and much more. After lunch at a 
local restaurant, our afternoon is spent at the Soroksar 
Botanical Gardens which are located just outside the 
city and occupy some 60 hectares of wild land. We can 
spend some time wandering the forest land, the seasonal 
flower beds and ponds. Later this afternoon we take 
the short journey to the airport for our return flight to 
London. (B) 

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, FB: Full Board, D: Dinner

Bratislava

Mohacs

Novi Sad

Orsova

Osijek
Belgrade

Budapest



MV LORD OF THE GLENS
The MV Lord of the Glens has 27 beautifully appointed and well-equipped state cabins, all with windows and en-suite 
facilities. The James Watt Deck is the lower deck housing three delightful category one cabins in proper boating style with 
two portholes in your cabin. The David Roberts Deck is dedicated solely to cabins, all of which have large picture windows. 
There are six luxurious cabins on the Alexander Graham Bell deck, which also holds the main dining area. The ‘Robert Louis 
Stevenson’ restaurant presents cuisine using local and freshly sourced produce whilst the ‘Sir Walter Scott’ bar and lounge 
on the upper deck provides for magnificent all-around panoramic views of the Highland scene.

Thomas Telford Deck

Alexander Graham Bell Deck (Upper)

David Roberts Deck (Middle)

James Watt Deck (Lower)

Horizon Deck 3
Tobermory

The MV Lord of the Glens, with its 27 beautifully appointed state cabins, sails between Inverness, 
Fort Augustus and Oban.

We begin at Inverness and cruise Loch Ness to Fort Augustus. The vessel is then lifted by a series 
of locks to peaceful Loch Oich and continues to Banavie in the shadow of Ben Nevis. Here, we see 
Thomas Telford’s engineering masterpiece – Neptune’s Staircase, a series of eight inter-connected 
locks that take vessels back to sea-level near Fort William. We then sail out into the sea and 
cruise to Mull and Oban, where the voyage concludes. In between our cruising, there is also a full 
programme of shore excursions, which include a train journey, a visit to the Glenfinnan Monument, 
and visits to both Duart Castle and Tobermory.
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Day One 
Travel under own arrangement to Inverness (rail/
air connections can be arranged on request). A coach 
transfer is provided from Inverness Airport (approx 
1300hrs) or Inverness Bus Station (approx 1430hrs) to 
Oban,where we embark the MV Lord of the Glens
(you may also travel independently to Oban but note the 
cruise ends in Inverness). This evening we will be joined 
by members of the crew for a welcome reception before 
dinner. We moor here overnight. (D)

Day Two 
Enjoy your breakfast on board, after which there will be 
a walking tour of Oban including the whisky distillery 
and McCaig’s Folly, the Coliseum‐like structure that 
dominates Oban’s distinctive skyline. Whilst having lunch 
we will sail across the Firth of Lorne to Craignure on the 
Isle of Mull, where we leave the ship for a visit to nearby 
Duart Castle, the 13th century home of the Chief of 

Clan MacLean. Here we can explore the dungeons, the 
state rooms and appreciate the strategic position of the 
castle from the top of the keep. The ship meanwhile will 
sail to Tobermory, where we will re‐join her and moor 
overnight with dinner served on board. (FB)

Day Three 
Enjoy your breakfast on board as we sail past the low and 
fertile island of Lismore to the Firth of Lorne and then 
into Loch Linnhe. This long sea‐loch, scooped out by 
glaciers during the last ice ages, extends north‐east  to 
Fort William through the narrows at Corran. On arrival 
at Corpach, the entrance to the Caledonian Canal, we 
board a scheduled diesel train service which takes us 
along the shores of Loch Eil and across the iconic
Glenfinnan Viaduct for a visit to the Glenfinnan 
Monument. In a dramatic setting at the head of Loch 
Shiel, the monument was built in 1815 to commemorate 
the Jacobites who fought and fell during the 1745 
uprising. Prince Charles Edward Stuart (Bonnie Prince 
Charlie) raised his standard on the 19th August 1745 
marking the start of his campaign to restore the exiled 
Stuarts to the throne. The Glenfinnan Monument was 
designed by James Gillespie Graham and erected by 
Alexander Macdonald of Glenaladale. We moor for the 
night at Corpach, with dinner served on board. (FB)

Day Four 
Following breakfast, we negotiate Neptune’s Staircase, 
an impressive series of eight inter‐connected locks that 
raises vessels step‐by‐step from sea level at Corpach 
to Banavie. From here we continue through peaceful 

Loch Lochy and Loch Oich as well as various man‐made 
sections of the Caledonian Canal, which was started in 
1803 to plans produced by Thomas Telford following 
survey work by James Watt thirty years earlier. At Fort 
Augustus we descend the series of six inter‐connected 
locks that runs through the centre of the town and 
lowers the vessel into Loch Ness. We moor overnight in 
Fort Augustus, with dinner served on board. (FB)

Day Five 
This morning following breakfast we depart on a cruise 
that takes us the length of Loch Ness . This most famous 
of Scottish lochs is 23 miles long, a mile wide and up to 
600ft deep, which is a lot of water in which to hide if you 
are a monster! Whether ‘Nessie’ is a relic from the age 
of dinosaurs or just a carefully cultivated myth remains 
to be seen, but keep a careful look out just in case! On 
the way we pass by the ruins of Castle Urquhart, which 
provides the perfect photo opportunity. We continue 
through Loch Dochfour and the final section of canal to 
Inverness. In the evening we enjoy our farewell reception 
and dinner, mooring overnight here. (FB)

Day Six 
Following breakfast we must sadly disembark the MV 
Lord of the Glens. A coach transfer is provided back 
to Inverness (arriving approx. 09.15hrs) and Inverness 
Airport (arriving at approx. 10.00hrs). You are free to 
make your own onward arrangements. (B)

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, FB: Full Board, D: Dinner

Glenfinnan Viaduct

6 DAYS

LORD OF THE GLENS - 
HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS

From £1,670pp Departing April

For full details of this tour visit 
brightwaterholidays.com/blgs

Price includes
• Seven nights’ accommodation in a Lower, Middle or 

Upper deck twin en-suite cabin on a full board basis
• Shore excursions as described in the itinerary
• Return coach transfers from Inverness

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh

16th - 21st Apr 
Lower Deck  £1,670 £900

Middle Deck  £1,920 £1,050

Upper Deck £2,195 N/A

Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

Kyle of Lochalsh to Inverness

21st - 26th Apr 
Lower Deck  £1,670 £900

Middle Deck  £1,920 £1,050

Upper Deck £2,195 N/A

Loch Ness

Corpach

Lismore

Neptune’s Staircase

Oban

Glenfinnan

Isle of Skye

INVERNESS EXTENSION FROM £95
Why not extend your holiday with a pre or post 4-star 
hotel stay from just £95 per person including breakfast, 
in the vibrant city of Inverness? Take a relaxing stroll 
along the banks of the River Ness or admire the views 
from the top of Inverness Castle. Watch the world 
go by from a local boutique style café or soak up 
the atmosphere in a lively Scottish pub with some 
traditional music and a wee dram of whisky. Inverness 
is the ideal location to further explore the Highlands 
and to compliment the sights and sounds of your 
stunning Lord of the Glens cruise.



MV LORD OF THE GLENS
See page 32 for full details and deck plan.

A slightly longer version of the Highlands and Islands tour on the preceding pages, this 8-day 
edition includes everything on the other itinerary, but also features an excursion to Eilean 
Donan Castle as well as time to visit the tiny island of Eigg. This latter destination offers a sense 
of what life is like for the 90 people who live there. There is also a visit to the Clan Donald Centre 
and Gardens on the Isle of Skye.
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8 DAYS

LORD OF THE GLENS - 
HEART OF THE HIGHLANDS

From £2,595pp Departing May, September & October

Urquhart Castle, Loch Ness

Day One
Travel under own arrangement to Inverness (rail/air 
connections can be arranged on request). A coach 
transfer is provided from Inverness Airport (approx. 
1300hrs) or Inverness Bus Station (approx.1530hrs) to 
Muirtown Basin, Inverness, where we embark the MV 
Lord of the Glens. (D)

Day Two
After breakfast this morning we depart by coach on 
an excursion to the National Trust for Scotland’s Visitor 
Centre at Culloden, the scene of the last battle fought 
on British soil in 1746, and the Clava Cairns, a group of 
exceptionally well-preserved burial cairns that were 
built about 4,000 years ago. We set sail this afternoon 
on the Caledonian Canal, built between 1803 and 
1822 to connect Loch Ness with the Great Glen’s three 
other lochs. This most famous of Scottish lochs is 23 
miles long, a mile wide and up to 600ft deep, which 
is a lot of water in which to hide if you are a monster! 
Whether ‘Nessie’ is a relic from the age of dinosaurs or 
just a carefully cultivated myth remains to be seen, but 

keep a careful look out just in case! On the way we pass 
by the ruins of Castle Urquhart, which provides the 
perfect photo opportunity. We ascend an impressive 
flight of locks that runs through the heart of Fort 
Augustus, where we moor this evening. (FB)

Day Three
After breakfast this morning we sail through the tree-
lined section known as Laggan Avenue and into Loch 
Lochy, where we continue until we descend Neptune’s 
Staircase, a set of eight interconnected locks. We arrive 
in the village of Corpach, nestled in the shadow of Ben 
Nevis, Britain’s highest mountain. In the afternoon we 
depart by train on the West Highland railway, travelling 
over the impressive Glenfinnan Viaduct. We moor 
overnight in Corpach. (FB)

Day Four
Today after breakfast we enter the ocean, passing 
mysterious lochs and islands until we reach Oban, the 
seafood capital of the Highlands. Join us for a walk up 
to McCaigs Tower, dominating the skyline of the town 
with great views of the Western Isles. We moor overnight 
here. (FB)

Day Five
Following breakfast this morning we sail to Craignure, 
the main ferry port of Mull, pausing for photographs in 
front of Duart Castle, the 13th century home of the Chief 
of Clan MacLean. We depart by coach for a visit to the Isle 
of Iona, the last resting place of some 50 Scottish Kings 
and the place where St Columba introduced Christianity 
to Britain. The tiny island has a unique sense of peace 
and tranquillity. This afternoon we sail to Tobermory. 
Tobermory’s most famous and striking feature is the 

row of brightly painted houses that lines the waterfront, 
originally built by the British Fisheries Company for £20 
pound each to house its workers. We moor in Tobermory 
overnight. (FB)

Day Six
Enjoy your breakfast this morning as we depart on an 
early morning sail to the tiny island of Eigg, where you 
get a sense of what life is like for the 90 or so people 
who live on this island, which came into community 
ownership in 1998. Look out for marine animals and 
birdlife, including Atlantic seals, minke whales, dolphins, 
porpoises and a variety of seabirds. We then sail to the 
village of Inverie in Loch Nevis, one of the most remote 
locations in Scotland with a famous pub which can only 
be accessed by boat. We moor in Inverie overnight. (FB)

Day Seven
As we enjoy breakfast this morning we sail across the 
Sound of Sleat to Armadale on the Isle of Skye. Here we 
will visit the Clan Donald Centre, before we sail to Kyle 
of Lochalsh this afternoon to visit Eilean Donan Castle. 
This must be one of the most photographed castles in 
Scotland, with its impossibly romantic setting on Loch 
Duich. The beginnings of Eilean Donan Castle reach back 
into the early mists of time - evidence of a pictish fort was 
found in vitrified rock uncovered during excavations, some 
of which has been kept for visitors to see. In the evening 
we will be joined by members of the crew for a reception 
and dinner, and moor here in Kyle overnight. (FB)

Day Eight
Following breakfast we disembark. A coach transfer will 
take you back to Inverness Bus Station (approx. 10.30hrs 
and Inverness Airport from where you are free to make 
your own arrangements. (B)

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, FB: Full Board, D: Dinner

For full details of this tour visit 
brightwaterholidays.com/blge

Price includes
• Five nights’ accommodation in a Lower, Middle or Upper 

deck twin en-suite cabin on a full board basis
• Shore excursions as described in the itinerary
• Return coach transfers from Inverness

Dates & prices per person
Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh

15th - 22nd May  
Lower Deck  £2,595 £1,500

Middle Deck  £3,145 £1,800

Upper Deck £3,645 N/A

4th - 11th Sep 
Lower Deck  £2,695 £1,500

Middle Deck  £3,245 £1,800

Upper Deck £3,745 N/A

Date  Twin/Dbl Share SS

Kyle of Lochalsh to Inverness

25th Sep - 2nd Oct 
Lower Deck  £2,595 £1,500

Middle Deck  £3,145 £1,800

Upper Deck £3,645 N/A

9th - 16th Oct  
Lower Deck  £2,595 £1,500

Middle Deck  £3,145 £1,800

Upper Deck £3,645 N/A

Neptune's StaircaseClava Cairns

Loch Ness

Corpach

Lismore

Neptune’s Staircase

Oban

Glenfinnan

Inverie

Eigg

Isle of Skye

INVERNESS EXTENSION FROM £95
Why not extend your holiday with a pre or post 4-star 
hotel stay from just £95 per person including breakfast, 
in the vibrant city of Inverness? Take a relaxing stroll 
along the banks of the River Ness or admire the views 
from the top of Inverness Castle. Watch the world 
go by from a local boutique style café or soak up 
the atmosphere in a lively Scottish pub with some 
traditional music and a wee dram of whisky. Inverness 
is the ideal location to further explore the Highlands 
and to compliment the sights and sounds of your 
stunning Lord of the Glens cruise.



MV LA BELLE DE L’ADRIATIQUE
This premium rated ship has five decks and 
is comparable to a 4* hotel. The restaurant 
is on the Main Deck, the Lounge Bar with 
dancefloor on the Embarkation Deck, and a 
smaller piano bar with terrace on the Upper 
Deck. The Sun Deck has a bar, two jacuzzis 
and sunloungers. 

Cabins are 13.5m² in size and include a 
TV, telephone (for internal calls), safe, 
independent air-conditioning, electricity 
220V, Wi-Fi, ensuite bathroom with shower 
and toilet, hairdryer, a selection of bath 
products and towels.

SUN DECK:
• Bar
• Jacuzzis
• Sun loungers
• Large shaded area

UPPER DECK:
• Pianoramabar
• Terrace
• Outside cabins  

BOARDING DECK:
• Reception

• Outside cabins   

MAIN DECK:
• Restaurant
• Outside cabins   

FIRST DECK:
• Outside cabins  

Year of construction: 2007
Year of renovation: 2017
Number of decks:  4
Crew members: 47
Length: 103,5 mètres
Width: 11,9 mètres
Number of cabins:  99
Number of passengers: 197
PRM cabin (1): 1

DECKS AND TECHNICAL DETAILS

Bar & Limited
Restaurant Service JacuzziSun Loungers

Terrace Pianorama
Bar

Lounge Bar

Lift

Lift

Lift

Lift

Re
ce

pt
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n

Restaurant

TERRACE

PIANORAMA
BAR

RESTAURANT

BAR & LIMITED
RESTAURANT SERVICE JACUZZI

Double cabin Cat. A
11,50 m2 and 12 m2

Single cabin Cat. C
8,5 m 2

Single cabin Cat. C

Double cabin Cat. B
10,50 m 2 and 12 m2

PRM cabin (1) Cat. B
12 m2

PRM cabin Cat. B

Double cabin Cat. C
10,50 m 2 and 12 m2

Sun Deck

Upper Deck

Embarkation Deck

Main Deck

Lower Deck

MV LA BELLE DE L’ADRIATIQUE

Bar & Limited
Restaurant Service JacuzziSun Loungers

Terrace Pianorama
Bar

Lounge Bar

Lift

Lift

Lift

Lift

Re
ce
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Restaurant

Sun Deck

Upper Deck

Embarkation Deck

Main Deck

Lower Deck

Šibenik

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
•  Explore Diocletian’s extraordinary palace in Split, including its basements and well preserved Peristyle 

•  Visit the improbably beautiful Dubrovnik with its evocative streets and the scenic 17th century stradun, which dissects 
the city 

•  Enjoy Korčula, a wonderfully preserved renaissance city forged in the period of Venetian domination 

•  Examine Kotor, one of the best-preserved medieval cities in the Adriatic with its Cathedral of St. Tryphon and its 
ancient walls

We journey along the limpid Dalmatian coast and explore its historical and cultural jewels. Visit 
islands and coastal cities that have been shaped since antiquity, including the atmospheric Hvar 
with its medieval walls and well-preserved urban landscape that owes so much to its Venetian 
period, and Korčula, founded by Corcyra in the 6th century BC. The charm of the Dalmatia is its 
multi-layered history and exploring it aboard the MS Belle de L’Adriatique allows us to appreciate 
this magnificent coast the way it should be.
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8 DAYS

CRUISING ANCIENT DALMATIA
Journey to the jewels of the Dalmatian Coast

From £3,495pp Departing June

Trogir
Split

Hvar

Vis

Šibenik

Dubrovnik

Kotor

Korčula

Mljet

For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.co.uk/adcc

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer
• Exclusive Andante excursions with entry to all sites as 

stated in the itinerary
• Field notes
• All taxes (including port taxes) & gratuities

Included travel 
• Return flights from London & all local transport

Accommodation
• 7 nights aboard the MV La Belle de L’Adriatique

Culinary inclusions
• 7 breakfasts, 6 lunches & 7 dinners 
• MV La Belle de L’Adriatique: welcome cocktail and all on 

board drinks*, served in the restaurant and in the bar to 
include tea, coffee, soft drinks, beers and a selection of 
wines, cocktails and long drinks 
*Premium branded drinks at own cost

Activity Level

Guided by John Shepherd
An archaeologist who has worked around 
Europe, John is an ancient glass specialist.

Dates & prices per person
21st – 28th Jun  Twin/Dbl Share SS
Lower Deck Outside Cabin 
with porthole windows £3,495 £730

Main Deck Outside Cabin 
with porthole windows £3,645 £730

Embarkation Deck  
Outside Cabin 
with a panoramic window £3,815 £730

Upper Deck Outside Cabin 
with a panoramic window £3,985 £730

The deposit payable on this tour is £1,000pp

Day One | London - Dubrovnik
We fly to Dubrovnik and transfer to the port to embark 
our ship, the MV La Belle de L’Adriatique. We spend the 
remainder of our day in the ‘Pearl of the Adriatic’, ahead 
of our welcome dinner on board. 

Day Two | Dubrovnik
Founded by Greeks in the 6th century and conquered 
briefly in more modern times by Venice, Dubrovnik was 
the capital of the mighty Republic of Ragusa. Our ship is 
moored here all day, allowing us to explore the beauties 
of the city, one of the most important sites on the 
Dalmatian coast.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: We spend the whole day 
exploring the city, starting with a visit to the cathedral 
dedicated to the Assumption of Our Lady, before 
continuing to the stunning Rector’s Palace, a Gothic 
structure that served as seat of the Rector who oversaw 
the Ragusan Republic. In the afternoon we continue our 
exploration of Dubrovnik, starting with the Walls, built 
from the 12th to the 17th centuries to protect the city, 
and some of the most complex in Europe. We proceed 
to Loggia Square, one of the most picturesque parts of 
the city. 

Day Three | Mljet & Korcula
We continue our cruise to Mljet, the most florid of the 
Dalmatian Islands. We spend time in the picturesque, 
verdant Mljet National Park this morning before sailing 
on to Korčula, where we spend the afternoon.  
Exclusive Andante excursions: Mljet, the greenest of 
the Dalmatian Islands awaits, where we visit the tranquil, 
beautiful Mljet National Park, home to five types of 
forest, myriad bird species and two deep lakes. Mljet also 
has a rich cultural heritage, with bright folk costumes 
and charming traditional handicrafts. We visit the Roman 
Villa at Polače, a spectacular late antique palace with 
impressive towers and an apsidal hall built perhaps in 
the 6th century. We proceed to the island of Korčula, 
reputedly the birthplace of legendary explorer Marco 
Polo, where we visit the Cathedral of St. Mark, a 15th 
century masterpiece influenced by Venice and complete 
with works by Tintoretto, as well as the Korčula Town 
Museum, housed in the 15th century Venetian style 
Gabrielis Palace.

Day Four | Šibenik
After sailing overnight, we arrive mid-morning at Šibenik, 
founded by the Croats in the 9th century AD. After lunch 
on board, we travel with other passengers to the city 
where our Guide Lecturer will lead us on an exclusive 
Andante tour separate from the main group. Occupied 
by the Venetians between the 15th and 18th centuries, 
the town has a splendid array of medieval buildings 
including the Cathedral of St. James, now a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. Our afternoon ends at the Krka Falls. 

Day Five | Trogir & Split
After breakfast we visit the medieval city of Trogir and we 
arrive in Split after lunch for a walking tour.  
Exclusive Andante excursions: Our adventures take 
us to Trogir, a picturesque medieval and Renaissance 

town, founded by Greek sailors in the 3rd century BC. 
This town, whose Venetian historic centre is a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, is situated on a small island, linked 
to the mainland by bridge. Explore the town’s museum, 
visit a tiny art gallery and marvel at the impressive St. 
Lawrence Cathedral. We acquaint ourselves with Split, 
beginning by tracing the walls and monuments of the 
immense Palace of Diocletian, interwoven with later 
medieval houses. Emperor Diocletian, one of the few 
emperors to go into real retirement, cultivated his market 
garden in an attempt to avoid being sucked back into 
the power politics of the Roman world. We visit the 
Cathedral of St. Domnius, built to house Diocletian’s 
mausoleum and now, ironically, a church dedicated to 
one of the many victims of Diocletian’s persecutions. We 
continue to the Temple of Jupiter, now the cathedral 
baptistery, and the Peristyle, the city’s elegant central 
square once central to the imperial palace.

Day Six | Hvar & Vis
We arrive in sunny Hvar this morning and later sail on to 
Vis, once called Lissa and administratively linked to Hvar, 
or Lesina, under the period of Venetian domination.  
Exclusive Andante excursions: We explore the centre 
of Hvar, another walled gem enclosing eight centuries 
of stunning architecture. Highlights of our tour include 
a visit to the Cathedral of St. Stephen, built in the 
17th century and a mixture of renaissance and gothic 
architecture so typical of the Dalmatian coast; the 
Venetian influence extends to the paintings, including 
works by Santacroce. We continue to the Arsenal, 
which houses a 17th century public theatre on the first 
floor and where Roman ruins have only recently been 
discovered. Vis, founded by Dionysius the Elder has 
an ethereal quality about it, as though it has avowedly 
refused to modernise. We visit well-preserved Roman 
baths, whose mosaics have only recently been restored, 
and continue to the 16th century Franciscan monastery, 
built on the foundations of an imposing Roman theatre 
which we can see from the outside.

Day Seven | Kotor
Kotor in the last port of call of our Dalmatian adventure 
before we head back to the capital Dubrovnik.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: On our last excursion, we 
visit the Montenegrin town of Kotor, which has been 
given UNESCO status for its impressive Venetian walls. 
Here, basking in the charm of its Venetian architecture, 
we visit the Cathedral of St. Tryphon, consecrated in the 
12th century and which preserves Byzantine frescoes, as 
well as an exquisite medieval ciborium.

Mljet National Park

Day Eight | Dubrovnik - London
We disembark after breakfast and catch our return flight 
back to London.
Please note that the itinerary can be subject to change 
before the cruise departs or during the cruise depending 
on adjusted sailing times and/or any port restrictions.



MV LA BELLE DE L’ADRIATIQUE
This premium rated ship has five decks and 
is comparable to a 4* hotel. The restaurant 
is on the Main Deck, the Lounge Bar with 
dancefloor on the Embarkation Deck, and a 
smaller piano bar with terrace on the Upper 
Deck. The Sun Deck has a bar, two jacuzzis 
and sunloungers. 

Cabins are 13.5m² in size and include a 
TV, telephone (for internal calls), safe, 
independent air-conditioning, electricity 
220V, Wi-Fi, ensuite bathroom with shower 
and toilet, hairdryer, a selection of bath 
products and towels.

SUN DECK:
• Bar
• Jacuzzis
• Sun loungers
• Large shaded area

UPPER DECK:
• Pianoramabar
• Terrace
• Outside cabins  

BOARDING DECK:
• Reception

• Outside cabins   

MAIN DECK:
• Restaurant
• Outside cabins   

FIRST DECK:
• Outside cabins  

Year of construction: 2007
Year of renovation: 2017
Number of decks:  4
Crew members: 47
Length: 103,5 mètres
Width: 11,9 mètres
Number of cabins:  99
Number of passengers: 197
PRM cabin (1): 1

DECKS AND TECHNICAL DETAILS
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Dubrovnik

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
•  Explore the incredible monuments of Dubrovnik, including the Franciscan Church and Rector’s Palace 

•  Examine Butrint, the most important archaeological site in Albania which has been UNESCO listed for its well-
preserved remains 

•  Visit the archaeological museum and Venetian fortress in Corfu, where we will grasp the island’s long and varied history 

•  Discover the medieval city of Budva with its Roman bath complex and magnificent fortifications

The Adriatic Coast has been occupied and conquered by an assortment of people over the 
millennia. Greek writers described the inhabitants living on the coast as Illyrians, an ill-defined 
population which didn’t share a common identity. This cruise, meandering down the scenic Illyrian 
coast, explores these historical gems from the charming island of Corfu to the well-preserved 
archaeological sites found in enigmatic Albania.
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9 DAYS

ANCIENT & MEDIEVAL  
GEMS OF THE ADRIATIC
Exploring Croatia, Greece, Albania & Montenegro on a cruise

From £3,645pp Departing July

Day One | London - Dubrovnik
We fly out to Dubrovnik a day ahead of the cruise 
departure in order to spend more time in this stunning 
city. After settling into our hotel, we have an orientation 
walk around the city, time permitting. 

Day Two | Dubrovnik
Founded by Greeks in the 6th century and conquered 
in more modern times by Venice, Dubrovnik was 
the capital of the mighty Republic of Ragusa. We 
spend the day exploring the city, starting at the city’s 
cathedral dedicated to the Assumption of Our Lady, 
before continuing to the stunning Rector’s Palace, a 
Gothic structure that served as seat of the Rector who 
oversaw the Ragusan Republic. In the afternoon we 
visit the Franciscan Friary, built in the 14th century and 
reconstructed in the 17th century after an earthquake. 
In the late afternoon we board our ship and begin our 
cruise. 

Day Three | Dubrovnik
We wake up in Dubrovnik, the UNESCO-listed city with 
ancient foundations and Venetian influences. Our ship 
is moored here in the morning, allowing us to explore 
the beauties of the city. In the afternoon we sail towards 
Corfu.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: This morning, we continue 
our exploration of Dubrovnik, starting  
with the Walls, built from the 12th to the 17th centuries 
to protect the city and which are some of the most 
complex in Europe. We proceed to the Loggia Square, 
one of the most picturesque parts of the city.

Day Four | Corfu
This morning we sail along the beautiful Illyriann coast, 
considering the important events that occurred here 
over the millennia, before arriving on the island of 
Corfu. Exclusive Andante excursion: This afternoon we 
explore two very different periods of the island’s history. 
We start with the Archaeological Museum in Corfu, 
where we examine the antique age of Corcyra, originally 
founded by Phoenicians and later absorbed into the 
Hellenic sphere. In the museum, we see the important 
archaic Gorgon pediment of the Temple of Artemis and 
the cenotaph of Menecrates. From there we walk to the 
Venetian Fortress to consider the island’s more modern 
history and its role as a buttress against the might of the 
Ottoman empire.

Day Five | Saranda
We arrive in Saranda this morning. Saranda, just 14 
kilometres east of Corfu, was known as Onchesmus in 
the ancient period and is now known for its coastline and 
natural environment.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: We spend all day at 
Butrint, declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site for its 
impressive array of well-preserved ruins from different 
periods of history. Buthroton, as it was called in antiquity, 
was an important city of the Greek Epirote tribe of the 
Chaonians and became prosperous enough to afford 
a theatre which is still today largely intact. On the 
archaeological site, we also view the remains of the agora 
as well as the Sanctuary of Asclepius.

Day Six | Vlore
After sailing through the night, we arrive in Vlore. Once 
a Greek city known as Aulon, it was conquered by a host 
of peoples including Romans, Normans, Venetians and 
Ottomans. Today it is one of Albania’s most populous 
cities.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: We explore two sites from 
two different eras of Albania’s past. In the morning we 
visit the archaeological site of Apollonia, where we 
admire the impressive ruins of the bouleuterion as well 
as a triumphal arch and odeon. In the afternoon we visit 
Oricum, an ancient city located along the shores of Vlora 
Bay. An Euboen Greek colony founded in the 7th century 
BC, it was an important harbour used by the Romans 
to conquer Illyria and Macedonia and then by Caesar 
against Pompeii in 48 BC.

Day Seven | Durrës
We sail overnight towards Durrës and arrive there in the 
morning. Ancient Dyrrachium was an important city in 

the Roman and Byzantine periods, being the start of 
the Via Egnatia. Today it is one of the largest ports in the 
Adriatic and one of the most important cities in Albania. 
In the afternoon we sail towards Bar.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: We drive to Albania’s 
vibrant capital, Tirana, where we visit the National 
History Museum, which outlines the country’s history 
in artefacts dating from the Paleolithic to the medieval 
periods. On our return to Durrës, we visit the Roman 
amphitheatre, built in the 2nd century to house 20,000 
spectators, making it one of the largest in the Adriatic. 
In the 13th century, after the amphitheatre went into 
disuse, a chapel complete with frescoes was built on top 
of its remains. 

Day Eight | Bar
We disembark in Bar, the coastal city in Montenegro 
called Antibari in the Roman period. Bar was ruled by a 
succession of people, including Venetians and Ottomans 
who contested the city.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: Today we make our way 
to the stunning city of Budva, one of the oldest and most 
attractive cities along the Montenegrin coast. The city 
was ruled for 400 years by the Venetian Republic as part 
of Albania Veneta and this has lefts its mark on the city, 
its fortifications and charming streets. Our visit starts 
with the citadel and continues with an exploration of the 
city’s Roman remains, including a bath complex and the 
Roman necropolis. After lunch we venture to the Church 
of St. Ivan, built in the 15th century on the remains of a 
7th century church and famous for a 13th century icon. 
Free time follows later.

Day Nine | Dubrovnik
After breakfast we transfer to the airport for our return 
flights to London.
 

Corfu

Durrës

Bar

Dubrovnik

Vlore

Saranda

For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.co.uk/aadc

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer
• Exclusive Andante excursions with entry to all sites as 

stated in the itinerary
• Field notes
• All taxes (including port taxes) & gratuities

Included travel 
• Return flights from London & all local transport

Accommodation
• 1 night at a hotel in Dubrovnik & 7 nights aboard the MV 

La Belle de L’Adriatique

Culinary inclusions
• 8 breakfasts, 7 lunches & 8 dinners 
• At hotel: water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee with 

dinner 
• MV La Belle de L’Adriatique: welcome cocktail and all on 

board drinks*, served in the restaurant and in the bar to 
include tea, coffee, soft drinks, beers and a selection of 
wines, cocktails and long drinks

*Premium branded drinks at own cost

Activity Level

Guided by Oliver Gilkes
Oliver has worked as a field and museum 
archaeologist in the UK, Albania and Italy.

Dates & prices per person
11th – 19th Jul  Twin/Dbl Share SS

Lower Deck Outside Cabin 
with porthole windows £3,645 £855

Main Deck Outside Cabin 
with porthole windows £3,795 £855

Embarkation Deck  
Outside Cabin with a 
panoramic window £3,965 £855

Upper Deck Outside Cabin 
with a panoramic window £4,175 £855

The deposit payable on this tour is £1,000pp

Rector’s Palace



MV LA BELLE DES OCÉANS
This prestigious premium ship has seven 
decks and is comparable to a very good 
4* hotel. There are two restaurants, 
one of which serves contemporary, 
international cuisine and the other a grill 
restaurant. During cocktail hours and after 
dinner, musicians will perform for your 
entertainment in the Explorer Lounge 
& Bar, and the Discoverer Lounge offers 
unlimited tea and coffee aboard your ship 
in a comfortable seating area with plenty 
of natural light. The top deck of the ship 
has chairs, sun loungers, a bar, small fitness 
centre and beauty salon. Horizon cabins 
are 17m² in size and Panorama suites 25m² 
and include a TV, telephone (for internal 
calls), safe, independent air-conditioning, 
electricity 110V, Wi-Fi, ensuite bathroom 
with shower and toilet, a hairdryer, a 
selection of bath products and towels.
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TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
•  Visit Nice and its important archaeological remains dating from the Palaeolithic to the Roman

•  Visit Filitosa with its spectacular Bronze Age torri and wonderful anthropomorphic menhirs, all set in an ancient olive 
grove

•  Explore the off-the-beaten track Bronze Age site of Cucuruzzu, a fortress enclosed by cyclopean walls affording 
stunning views

•  Examine Aleria, the capital of the province in the Roman period, colonised by Greeks and Etruscans

Although it is principally famed for being the birthplace of Napoleon, Corsica has a rich and ancient 
history which testifies to the important commercial role the island played in antiquity. As is evident 
from its plentiful archaeological sites, Corsica has been continuously occupied since 6500 BC and 
has been an important trading site since the Bronze Age.
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9 DAYS

CRUISING THE EXTRAORDINARY 
ISLAND OF CORSICA
From the Neolithic Period to the Romans

From £4,895pp Departing September

Nice

Bastia

Porto Vecchio

Bonifacio

Ajaccio

L’lle Rousse

Day One | London - Nice
Today we fly from London to the famously stunning city 
of Nice. Founded in 350 BC by Greek Phocaeans from 
Massilia, Nice quickly became one of the most important 
ports on the Ligurian sea. In the late afternoon, time 
permitting, we have an orientation walk around the city 
which has been a favourite destination for travellers 
including Queen Victoria, as well as artists such as 
Matisse. 

Day Two | Nice
We spend the day in the resplendent city of Nice, 
exploring its ancient roots. We start with a visit to the 
ancient Roman site of Cemelenum founded by Augustus 
in order to protect the Via Julia. Here, in modern Cimiez, 
we visit the archaeological museum before examining 
the remains of the Roman baths and amphitheatre. 
We end the morning with a visit to the cathedral in 
Cimiez and the neighbouring cemetery where the artists 
Matisse and Dufy are buried. After lunch, we go to the 
Terra Amata Archaeological Site, one of the most 
important Lower Palaeolithic sites in Europe, dating 
perhaps to 380,000 BC. In the late afternoon, we drive to 
the port of Nice where we board our ship, the MS Belle 
des Océans.

Day Three | Ajaccio
We spend the morning cruising across the Ligurian 
sea to Corsica, taking in the crystal-clear waters, while 
having an informal lecture on the long and varied history 
of the island. In the afternoon, we dock in Ajaccio, the 
Phocaean Greek city named after Ajax the Lesser and 
later renamed Adiacium in the Roman era, but which is 
today most famous for being the birthplace of Napoleon 
Bonaparte, whose family arrived in the city from Genoa 
in the 16th century.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: In the afternoon, we 
make our way to the Fesch Museum, begun in 1827 
by Cardinal Joseph Fesch, Napoleon’s maternal uncle, 
who had ambitions of establishing an Institute of Arts 
and Sciences in his home city. He donated a stunning 
collection of paintings to the museum, including works 
from the Italian Renaissance, notably paintings by 
Botticelli, Perugino, Bellini, and Titian. The palace also 
incorporates the tomb of Napoleon’s mother Letizia 
Ramolino.

Day Four | Ajaccio
We awake in Ajaccio where the ship is docked. In the 
afternoon, we have some free time in Ajaccio before we 
make our way to Bonifacio overnight.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: This morning we drive to 
the most extraordinary of Corsica’s archaeological sites, 
Filitosa, which is dramatically set in an ancient olive 
grove. Filitosa was settled in the Neolithic period, though 
is famed for its spectacular Bronze Age menhirs which 
have human features and weapons carved on them. 
These apotropaic menhirs were reused by later Bronze 
Age peoples today referred to as Torreans who built well 
preserved torri, or fortresses, reminiscent of Sardinian 
nuraghi underlining how affluent the island was in the 
period.

Day Five | Bonifacio
Today we find ourselves in the lovely city of Bonifacio, 
located on the southern tip of Corsica, separated just 
a strait away from Sardinia. The city is dominated by 
its citadel whose 9th century foundations have been 
covered over by years of history. In the afternoon we will 
have a chance to enjoy its charms, visiting the citadel 
before we set sail in the evening for Porto Vecchio. 
Exclusive Andante excursion: We travel this morning 
to the stunning archaeological site of Cucuruzzo, an off-
the-beaten track site which encompasses a Bronze Age 
fortified village dating to the 12th century BC, whose 
principal monument is its casteddu, or fortification, for 
which southern Corsica is famed. A short distance away, 

we visit Capula, which was inhabited until the medieval 
period, and which wonderfully preserves a Bronze Age 
fortress, giving us a precious glimpse of Corsica before 
the period of Genoese domination. 

Day Six | Porto Vecchio
Having sailed through the night, today the ship is docked 
in Porto Vecchio, founded in the 16th century by the 
Genoese as a defensive port. Today it is a fashionable 
destination for its charming, historical old city centre. In 
the afternoon, we sail to Bastia. 
Exclusive Andante excursion: After breakfast, we drive 
to the little-known archaeological site of Ceccia, located 
a short distance from Porto Vecchio. Placed on a rocky 
spur, the site was inhabited in the Neolithic period 
before reaching its apogee in the Bronze Age when a 
torre was built, along with a circular hall. We then travel 
to the nearby archaeological site of Tappa, inhabited 
from the 4th millennium BC and abandoned in the 
mid-2nd millennium, in the middle Bronze Age. This site 
is again dominated by a circular torre, with an adjacent 
rectangular corridor.

Day Seven | Bastia
This morning we find ourselves docked in Bastia, a city 
which contained the Roman city of Cardo, and which was 
developed in the Genoese period. Today it is Corsica’s 
principal port, known for its wine. In the afternoon we 
travel to the Terra Nova citadel, with an optional visit 
to the Museum of Bastia, set in the old palace of the 
Genoese governor and which includes artefacts from 
antiquity. Tonight, we sail to L’Ile Rousse. 
Exclusive Andante excursion: After breakfast on board 
our ship, we drive along the Eastern Coast of Corsica, 
which was colonised, in turn, by Phocaean Greeks, 
Etruscans and Romans, and visit the Roman site of 
Aleria, called Alalia by the Phocaeans. Near the site, we 
visit the Jérôme Carcopino Museum which testifies to 
the site’s rich history, with artefacts from the Iron Age, 
Greek, Etruscan, and Roman periods.

Day Eight | L’Ile Rousse
On our last morning in Corsica, we land at L’Ile Rousse, 
dubbed Rubico Rocega in the Roman period and which 
later developed as a fortress in the 18th century by the 
Corsican patriot Pasquale Paoli who fought against 
Genoese domination. We drive a short distance to Calvi, 
a city established in the Genoese period and famous 
for being the site of notable sieges, including Nelson’s 
capture of the city in which he lost his eye. Our visit 
centres around the evocative 13th century fortress with 
its historic, cobbled streets, dominated by the Cathedral 

For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.co.uk/aicc

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer & Professional Tour Manager
• Exclusive Andante excursions with entry to all sites as 

stated in the itinerary
• An excursion to Calvi and its citadel with Croisi Europe, 

shared with other passengers
• Field Notes
• All taxes (including port taxes) & gratuities

Included travel 
• Return flights from London & all local transport 

Accommodation
• 1 night at the Splendid Hotel & Spa, Nice or similar & 7 

nights aboard the MV Belle des Océans

Culinary inclusions
• 8 breakfasts, 7 lunches & 8 dinners
• At hotel: water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee with 

dinner
• MV Belle des Océans: welcome cocktail and all onboard 

drinks*, served in the restaurant and in the bar to include 
tea, coffee, soft drinks, beers and a selection of wines, 
cocktails and long drinks

*Premium branded drinks at own cost

Activity Level

Dates & prices per person
7th - 15th Sep  Twin/Dbl Share SS

Horizon Deck 3  £4,895  £1,150
Horizon Deck 4  £5,195  £1,360
Horizon Deck 5  £5,395  £1,570
Panorama Suites  £5,995  £3,550

Guided by Dr Eireann Marshall
An Honorary Research Fellow for the Open 
University, Eireann has led many Andante 
tours.

The deposit payable on this tour is £1,000pp

of St. John the Baptist. In the afternoon, we sail to Nice.

Day Nine | Nice - London
Time permitting, we will continue our exploration of Nice 
before taking our return flight to London.
Please note that the itinerary can be subject to change before the 
cruise departs or during the cruise depending on adjusted sailing 
times and/or any port restrictions.



MV LA BELLE DES OCÉANS
This prestigious premium ship has seven 
decks and is comparable to a very good 
4* hotel. There are two restaurants, 
one of which serves contemporary, 
international cuisine and the other a grill 
restaurant. During cocktail hours and after 
dinner, musicians will perform for your 
entertainment in the Explorer Lounge 
& Bar, and the Discoverer Lounge offers 
unlimited tea and coffee aboard your ship 
in a comfortable seating area with plenty 
of natural light. The top deck of the ship 
has chairs, sun loungers, a bar, small fitness 
centre and beauty salon. Horizon cabins 
are 17m² in size and Panorama suites 25m² 
and include a TV, telephone (for internal 
calls), safe, independent air-conditioning, 
electricity 110V, Wi-Fi, ensuite bathroom 
with shower and toilet, a hairdryer, a 
selection of bath products and towels.
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Riomaggiore, Cinque Terre, Italy

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
•  Enjoy the glorious scenery of not one but two Mediterranean Rivieras as we cruise along the length of Italy

•  Soak up the vista of the picturesque harbours, pastel-coloured houses and terraced vineyards of the Cinque Terre

•  Visit the wonderful Co-Cathedral of St. John in Valletta with its staggering Caravaggio masterpieces, The Beheading of 
St. John the Baptist and St. Jerome, painted while the tortured artist was in exile in Malta

This new cruise provides an opportunity to visit some of the less accessible or lesser-visited sites  
in the French and Italian Riviera. We discover sites at the very heart of the Mediterranean and  
enjoy beautiful sea, volcano, and mountain scenery as we travel from the elegant city of Nice  
and sail the length of Italy, all the way to Malta. We will encounter Greek colonies and Roman 
settlements, Norman invaders, crusading Knights, and the famous Republican turned Emperor, 
Napoleon Bonaparte.
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10 DAYS

CINQUE TERRE & THE ISLANDS 
OF SICILY & MALTA
Cruising the length of the Italian coast

From £5,395 Departing October

La Spezia

Vibo Marina

Syracuse

Valletta

Elba

Nice

Day One | London - Nice
Today we fly from London to the famously stunning city 
of Nice, the gateway of the French Riviera. Founded in 
350 BC by Greek Phocaeans from Massilia, Nice quickly 
became one of the most important ports on the Ligurian 
sea. Time permitting, we’ll have an orientation walk 
around the city this afternoon.

Day Two | Nice – La Spezia
This morning we explore Cimiez, an upmarket area of 
Nice and once capital of the Roman province of the 
Maritime Alps. Here we see the extensive archaeological 
zone, with its arena, small amphitheatre, and bath 
complex. We also explore the Archaeological Museum 
and then we drive to Beaulieu-sur-Mer to visit the early 
20th century lavish Greek Villa Kerylos, built and 
decorated in Graeco-Roman style. Later, we drive to the 
port of Nice where we board the MV La Belle des Océans. 

Day Three | La Spezia (The Cinque Terre)
We arrive in La Spezia and enjoy a full day excursion to 
absorb the emblematic scenery in the Cinque Terre, 
made up of five fishing villages perched high on the 
Italian Riviera and ranging along seven miles of rugged 
coast south of Genoa. Undeniably picturesque, a tumble 
of brightly coloured houses clinging to the cliffs with 
terraces and dry-stone walls carved into the hillsides, 
these villages are now part of a national park and 
World Heritage Site. We discover Manarola, one of the 
smallest of the villages and Monterosso, situated on hills 
cultivated with lemons, vines and olives. We have lunch 

here and continue by train towards Vernazza to stroll in 
the village and enjoy the large square surrounded by 
brightly coloured homes and its port. The train will bring 
us back to La Spezia, where we’ll return to the ship on 
foot. This evening we sail onto the island of Elba.

Day Four | Elba
Today we discover the Island of Elba. We begin on foot 
at the historic center of Portoferraio, whose pink streets 
come from the limestone slabs used to pave them. 
We visit the Palazzina dei Mulini, Napoleon’s official 
residence, now a museum, housing furniture, paintings, 
and memorabilia once belonging to the former emperor. 
We then travel by coach to Porto Azzuro, on the eastern 
side of the island. Longone Fort dominates this pretty 
port founded by the Spanish at the beginning of the 17th 
century. Back on board we sail onwards to Calabria.

Day Five | Day at Sea
A full day cruising the Mediterranean Sea, offering the 
chance to relax and reflect.

Day Six | Vibo Marina
We arrive at Vibo Marina in Calabria. Distant and 
isolated, Calabria may be, but unattractive it is not, 
and its remoteness has helped to preserve much of its 
landscape and history from a succession of invaders 
including modern tourists! We enjoy lunch back on board 
and then our ship will cast off for Sicily. Take advantage 
of the ships facilities or relax under the Mediterranean 
skies, and then join some of the Croisi crew for an Italian 
cocktail demonstration on the Sun Deck. 
Exclusive Andante excursion: We drive to nearby Vibo 
Valentia, originally the Greek colony of Hipponion and 
later a Roman colony. We will visit the Castle and the 
excellent archaeological museum it houses. 

Day Seven | Syracuse
Early this morning, we arrive in Syracuse, at its height the 
richest city in the Greek world and the home of countless 
artistic treasures taken to Rome by its conqueror, 
Marcellus. This evening we sail towards the Aeolian 
islands located in the Tyrrhenian Sea in northern Sicily.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: Today we explore the 
most important archaeological remains in Syracuse, 
starting with the exquisite peninsula of Ortygia, the 
oldest part of the city. Highlights include the Temple 
of Apollo, the Temple of Athena, the Basilica of Saint 
Lucy, the Fountain of Arethusa overlooking the Great 
Harbour and the Neapolis Archaeological Park, where 
we visit the extraordinary Greek theatre.

Day Eight | Valletta
We disembark from our ship in Valletta and start our two-
day exploration of the city. 
Exclusive Andante excursion: We start our exploration 
with a visit to the Co-Cathedral of St. John which 
was decorated by the Calabrian artist Mattia Preti and 
is famed for its stunning masterpieces of St. Jerome 
and the Beheading of St. John the Baptist painted by 
Caravaggio. From there we drive a short distance to 
Rabat for a visit to the Catacombs of St. Paul and the 
neighbouring Catacombs of St. Agatha, the Sicilian 
martyr who was thought to have sojourned for a time 
in Malta; here we see agape tables, as well as medieval 
frescoes. 

Day Nine | Valletta 
After disembarking our ship, our day starts at the 
National Archaeological Museum housed in the 16th 
century Auberge de Provence which includes precious 
artefacts from Malta’s rich Neolithic past, including the 
Sleeping Lady, and the Mother Goddess from Skorba. 
The museum also has a fine collection of materials from 
Classical antiquity, notably a wonderful Phoenician 
sarcophagus. After lunch, we drive to Rabat and then 
examine the Domus Romana, a notable 1st century 
BC elite dwelling whose wealth can be gauged by the 
quality of its mosaics.

Day Ten | Valletta - London

For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.co.uk/asmc

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer
• Exclusive Andante Excursions with entry to all sites as 

stated in the itinerary
• The Cinque Terre by train and the Island of Elba 

excursions with Croisi Europe, shared with other 
passengers

• Field Notes
• All taxes (including port taxes) & gratuities

Included travel 
• Return flights from London & all local transport

Accommodation
• 1 night at a hotel in Nice, 7 nights aboard the MV Belle 

des Océans and 1 night at a hotel in Valletta

Culinary inclusions
• 9 breakfasts, 8 lunches & 9 dinners
• At hotels: water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee with 

dinner
• MV Belle des Océans: welcome cocktail and all on board 

drinks*, served in the restaurant and in the bar to include 
tea, coffee, soft drinks, beers and a selected of wines, 
cocktails and long drinks

*Premium branded drinks at own cost

Activity Level

Dates & prices per person
12th - 21st Oct Twin/Dbl Share SS

Horizon Deck 3  £5,395 £1,690
Horizon Deck 4  £5,695  £1,780
Horizon Deck 5  £5,895 £1,970
Panorama Suites  Prices on request

The deposit payable on this tour is £1,000pp

Guided by Dr Doru Bogdan
Doru is a researcher and lecturer at the 
University of Alba Iulia in Romania, and has 
supervised an array of excavations.

Valletta, Malta

Time permitting, you can have a final walk around 
Valletta before we travel to the airport and take our flight 
back to London.
Please note that the itinerary can be subject to change before the 
cruise departs or during the cruise depending on adjusted sailing 
times and/or any port restrictions.



MY GALILEO
This mega yacht is of a classic wooden design, 157ft in 
length, and with the right winds her sails can be spread - an 
authentic way to cruise the Greek coastline. Facilities include 
a spacious indoor lounge/bar, a small library and dining area, 
and the Upper Deck has shaded areas as well as an outdoor 
bar. Wi-Fi is available in cabins and public areas (payable 
locally). The 24 ocean view cabins on board are split between 
the Upper Deck (with large porthole windows) and Lower 
Deck (with small portholes) and amenities include an ensuite 
bathroom with shower, air-conditioning, flat-screen TV, mini 
fridge, internal telephone, safe and hairdryer.

Limeni village

360° (Sun Deck)

In�nity (Upper Deck)

Riviera (Main Deck)

Oceans (Lower Deck)

A wonderfully laid-back introduction to the ancient highlights of Greece’s mainland, this 
tour combines a two-night stay in the shadow of the Acropolis with an enchanting cruise, 
circumnavigating the Peloponnese and closing the loop with a transit of the Corinth Canal. Included 
excursions range from tours of Epidaurus and Delphi to visits to fascinating museums filled with 
incredible artefacts.

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
•  Visit the ancient site of Epidaurus, renowned throughout the Greek world as a healing sanctuary 

•  Explore the Palace of Nestor, the best-preserved complex of its kind from the late Bronze Age 

•  Discover Olympia and visit the ancient stadium as well as the temples of Zeus and Hera, and the excellent museum 
dedicated to the Olympic Games 

•  Enjoy a walking tour of Nafplion, wander around the remains of the Bronze Age city of Mycenae and take in the natural 
splendour of the Dirou Caves
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10 DAYS

CLASSICAL HIGHLIGHTS  
OF GREECE
A two-night Athens stay and a seven-night cruise

From £3,995pp Departing November

For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.co.uk/aogc

Price includes
• Expert Local Guide in Athens who also accompanies you 

onboard the cruise as your Tour Manager
• On board Guest Lecturer and the services of a Cruise 

Director provided by Variety Cruises
• 3 excursions: Epidaurus, Gythion (Mani & Dirou Caves) & 

Delphi
• Field Notes
• All taxes (including port taxes) & gratuities

Included travel 
• Return flights from London & all local transport

Accommodation
• 2 nights at a hotel in Athens & 7 nights aboard the MY 

Galileo

Culinary inclusions
• 9 breakfasts, 8 lunches & 9 dinners
• At hotel: water with all meals, wine, tea or coffee with 

dinner
• MY Galileo: house wine, local beer and soft drinks are 

included when lunch and dinner are being served 
on board. Water, filter coffee and tea are available 
throughout the day.

• Wine & Fruit in your cabin on arrival

Optional Excursions
• Nafplion/Mycenae   £85pp 
• Pylos    £88pp 
• Olympia (with lunch)   £129pp

Activity Level

Guided by Expert Local Guide Miranda 
Spitha in Athens
Having studied archaeology in Italy, Miranda is 
an officially registered Greek guide from Crete 
and one of our long-standing Tour Managers.

Guided by Onboard Guest Lecturer 
Eugenia Alexiou
Born in Athens, Eugenia has a Masters in 
Byzantine art and an interest in ancient Aegean 
civilisations.

Dates & prices per person
1st – 10th Nov  Twin/Dbl Share SS

Lower Deck - C Cabin size 9.5-10m²  
 £3,995 £715

Lower Deck - B Cabin size 11-14 m²  
 £4,195 £920

Upper Deck - A Cabin size 12-13 m²  
 £4,495 £1,120

The deposit payable on this tour is £1,000pp

Day One | London - Athens
We fly into Athens and head to our hotel, located in 
the heart of the Greek capital and enjoy our first dinner 
together as a group. 

Day Two | Athens
A walking tour takes in the ancient wonders on our 
doorstep as a local expert introduces both the collection 
of temples, most famously the Parthenon, that comprise 
the Acropolis and the anqituities on display in the 
Acropolis Museum. 

Day Three | Athens - Piraeus
This morning we head out on foot to the Agora, once 
the city’s market centre, seat of government, mint, 
trial courts and the site of the best preserved temple 
of Hephaistus, as well as the beautifully reconstructed 
Stoa Attalos, which is now the Agora Museum. After a 
light lunch, we proceed to the port of Piraeus to join our 
boat. There is time to settle in before dinner and we sail 
onwards for Epidaurus. 

Day Four | Epidaurus
Today is our included Epidaurus excursion. Early 
this morning, we drive to this ancient site, renowned 
throughout the Greek world as a healing sanctuary. Its 
4th century BCE theatre is breathtaking and acoustically 
so perfect that even today, 13,000 spectactors can view 

Itea

EpidaurusKatakolon
Nafplion

Gythion

Pylos

Athens
Piraeus

The Acropolis ©Anna Szabó

performances without amplification. After lunch on 
board, we sail onwards to Nafplion.

Day Five | Nafplion (Mycenae) - Monemvasia
An optional Mycenae excursion awaits today. After a 
walking tour of Nafplion, we visit the remains of the 
Bronze Age city of Mycenae, by legend the city of 
Agamemnon. Lunch on board follows and then we sail to 
Gythion via Monemvasia, with the chance to admire this 
Byzantine fortress town.

Day Six | Gythion (Mani)
There is an included Mani excursion today. Mani is 
Greece at its wildest and most beguiling. Few land tours 
can access this peninsula, immortalised by Patrick Leigh 
Fermor (and where the writer set up home), but small 
ships can. Our excursion takes in the natural splendour 
of Cape Tenaro and the Dirou Caves, along with the 
charming town of Areopolis. After lunch on board, we 
sail onwards to Pylos this evening. 

Day Seven | Pylos
Today there is an optional Pylos excursion. Pylos is home 
to some fascinating ruins, including the Palace of Nestor. 
The archaeolgical museum in Chora is particularly strong 
on Mycenaean history. After lunch on board, we sail 
overnight to Katakolon. 

Day Eight | Katakolon
An optional excursion awaits today and we drive to 
Olympia, the legendary site of the original pan-Hellenic 
Olympic Games. Visit the ancient stadium, the temples 
of Zeus and Hera, and the museum dedicated to the 
Olympic Games of antiquity. Guests on this excursion will 
rejoin the boat at Patras and then we sail on to Itea.

Day Nine | Itea (Delphi)
Today’s included excursion takes us to Delphi, one of 
the most sacred sites of the ancient world. There is time 
to explore the complex of ruins and the museum. After 
lunch, our boat negotiates the Corinth Canal as it sails 
back to Piraeus. 

Day Ten | Piraeus - Athens - London
After breakfast, we disembark and catch our return flight 
to London.
Please note that the itinerary can be subject to change before the 
cruise departs or during the cruise depending on adjusted sailing 
times and/or any port restrictions.



MV LA BELLE DE L’ADRIATIQUE
This premium rated ship has five decks and 
is comparable to a 4* hotel. The restaurant 
is on the Main Deck, the Lounge Bar with 
dancefloor on the Embarkation Deck, and a 
smaller piano bar with terrace on the Upper 
Deck. The Sun Deck has a bar, two jacuzzis 
and sunloungers. 

Cabins are 13.5m² in size and include a 
TV, telephone (for internal calls), safe, 
independent air-conditioning, electricity 
220V, Wi-Fi, ensuite bathroom with shower 
and toilet, hairdryer, a selection of bath 
products and towels.

SUN DECK:
• Bar
• Jacuzzis
• Sun loungers
• Large shaded area

UPPER DECK:
• Pianoramabar
• Terrace
• Outside cabins  

BOARDING DECK:
• Reception

• Outside cabins   

MAIN DECK:
• Restaurant
• Outside cabins   

FIRST DECK:
• Outside cabins  

Year of construction: 2007
Year of renovation: 2017
Number of decks:  4
Crew members: 47
Length: 103,5 mètres
Width: 11,9 mètres
Number of cabins:  99
Number of passengers: 197
PRM cabin (1): 1

DECKS AND TECHNICAL DETAILS
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Restaurant Service JacuzziSun Loungers
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Bar
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Lift

Lift
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TERRACE

PIANORAMA
BAR

RESTAURANT

BAR & LIMITED
RESTAURANT SERVICE JACUZZI

Double cabin Cat. A
11,50 m2 and 12 m2

Single cabin Cat. C
8,5 m 2

Single cabin Cat. C

Double cabin Cat. B
10,50 m 2 and 12 m2

PRM cabin (1) Cat. B
12 m2

PRM cabin Cat. B

Double cabin Cat. C
10,50 m 2 and 12 m2

Sun Deck

Upper Deck

Embarkation Deck

Main Deck

Lower Deck
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Zygi, Larnaca

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
•  Explore Caesarea Maritima one of Israel’s most impressive archaeological sites, its magnificent harbour a marvel of 

ancient engineering

•  Discover the City of David, the oldest settlement at the very core of Jerusalem

•  Visit the UNESCO World Heritage site The Tombs of the Kings, a unique Cypriot necropolis heavily influenced by ancient 
Egyptian tradition

Magnificent civilizations have scattered all around the Mediterranean Basin, from Mesopotamia 
to Egypt, from Troy to Macedonia and from Carthage to Rome. On this cruise the spotlight falls 
on important sites in the Eastern Mediterranean and the wonderful archaeology to be found in 
the neighbouring countries of Israel and Cyprus. These lands have been occupied by Egyptians, 
Assyrians, Persians, Greeks, Romans, Arabs, Crusaders, Ottomans, and Imperial Britons, all of whom 
have left their mark.

9 DAYS

TREASURES OF THE EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN
Exploring the lands of Abraham and Aphrodite

From £3,895 Departing November
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For full details of this tour visit 
andantetravels.co.uk/aemc

Price includes
• Expert Guide Lecturer (in Israel)
• Expert Local Guide (in Cyprus)
• Exclusive Andante excursions with entry to all sites as 

stated in the itinerary
• Field Notes
• All taxes (including port taxes) & gratuities

Included travel 
• Return flights from London & all local transport

Accommodation
• 1 night at a hotel in Larnaca and 7 nights aboard the  

MV La Belle de L'Adriatique

Culinary inclusions
• 8 breakfasts, 7 lunches & 8 dinners
• At hotels: water with all meals, wine & tea or coffee with 

dinner
• MV La Belle de L'Adriatique: welcome cocktail and all on 

board drinks*, served in the restaurant and in the bar to 
include tea, coffee, soft drinks, beers and a selected of 
wines, cocktails and long drinks

*Premium branded drins at own cost

Activity Level

Guided by Nick Jackson
A graduate of the Institute of Archaeology at UCL, 
Nick is an archaeologist and historian with over 
20 years of experience. Nick will lead the tour in 
Israel and in Cyprus act as the Tour Manager for 
the group.

Guided by Antonia Toka
She graduated at the Cyprus University in Studies 
of Greek Civilisation and studied for several years 
to become a licensed tourist guide in order to be 
able to lead tours to Cyprus.

Dates & prices per person
2nd - 10th Nov Twin/Dbl Share SS

Lower Deck Outside Cabin 
with porthole windows £3,895 £895

Main Deck Outside Cabin 
with porthole windows £4,095 £895

Embarkation Deck  
Outside Cabin with a 
panoramic window £4,395 £895

Upper Deck Outside Cabin 
with a panoramic window £4,595 £895

The deposit payable on this tour is £1,000pp

Day One | London - Larnaca
We fly from London to Larnaca and transfer to our hotel.

Day Two | Nicosia
We begin with a full day in the Cypriot capital of 
Nicosia. Founded in the Bronze Age, the city has been 
continuously inhabited for almost 5000 years. We visit 
the Cyprus Archaeological Museum, which houses the 
world’s most extensive collections of Cypriot archaeology. 
We also visit the Leventis Museum, after which we have 
free time to walk around the old town, including the well-
preserved Venetian walls. In the late afternoon we return 
to Larnaca to board our ship, the MV La Belle de Océans.

Day Three | Larnaca - Haifa
Modern day Larnaca sits on the site of ancient Kition 
which was colonised by both the Greek Achaens and the 
Phoenicians. Larnaca’s port accommodates small craft at 
dockside; larger ships anchor in the roadstead and are 
served by barges or floating pontoons.  
Exclusive Andante excursion: Before setting sail for 
Haifa, we spend some time in the lovely coastal resort 
of Larnaca where we visit Larnaca Castle situated at the 
end of the Foinikoudes promenade. Originally a small 
fort built in the 13th century, it took its present form 
during the Venetian occupation in the 15th century 
when Larnaca port was strategically important to the 
salt trade. Today the Castle houses a small museum 
exhibiting antiquities from Early Christian, Byzantine, and 
Post-Byzantine periods. After lunch on board ship, we sail 
towards Israel.

Day Four | Caesarea Maritima
Haifa in north western Israel, is the country’s third 

largest city and its principal port. It sits on the slopes 
of Mount Carmel on the Bay of Haifa overlooking the 
Mediterranean Sea. The deep-water port here was 
developed under the British mandate and expanded 
extensively after Israel achieved statehood. 
Exclusive Andante excursion: We explore the national 
park and Roman harbour city of Caesarea Maritima. 
Founded by Hero the Great and named to demonstrate 
his support for Octavian, the city was described by 1st 
century historian Josephus as: “adorned with the most 
magnificent palaces”. Massive breakwaters were created 
to provide safe anchorage to 300 ships, a sewage system 
was introduced, and a vast hippodrome was constructed. 
Among the many remnants here are a well-preserved 
theatre, a double aqueduct, and a limestone block with 
“Pontius Pilatus” inscribed. 

Day Five | Jerusalem
Exclusive Andante excursion: Journey south to 
Jerusalem and spend the day exploring some of the 
highlights of the old city, starting with the City of David. 
Here we explore the ancient water system discovered by 
Sir Charles Warren, the British engineer who rediscovered 
it in 1867, and the Pool of Siloam. After lunch we visit 
the Israel Museum, the largest museum in the country. 
It is here that we encounter the Dead Sea Scrolls, the 
oldest Biblical and extra-Biblical manuscripts known to 
man, which were discovered in caves on the west bank 
of the river Jordan in the late 1940s. Before returning to 
Haifa, we spend time in the Old City walking along the 
Via Dolorosa.

Day Six | Tzipori & Acre
Exclusive Andante excursion: This morning we drive 
to Tzipori, a fortified city perched on a mound in the 
Netofah Valley. Thanks to extensive excavations in the 
area, we are able to view an ancient synagogue, Jewish 
homes lining a cobbled street, a Roman villa, and a 
number of intricate 5th century mosaics. In the afternoon 
we continue to Akko, or Acre, on the sunny shores of 
Haifa Bay. Akko features in Egyptian, Biblical, Greek, and 
Persian mythology, and is the holiest city of the Baha’i 
faith. We discover striking Ottoman aqueducts, Medieval 
churches, and city walls established by Crusaders.

Day Seven | Haifa - Limassol 
This morning will be spent sailing towards Cyprus and 
our next port of call, Limassol. Exclusive Andante 
excursion: We drive to the World Heritage site of Paphos 
where we explore the elaborate rock cut ‘Tombs of the 
Kings’. This impressive necropolis is located just outside 
the walls, to the north and east of Paphos town. It was 
built during the Hellenistic period (3rd century BCE) to 
satisfy the needs of the newly founded Nea Paphos. Its 
name is not connected with the burial of kings, as of the 
tombs are characterised by an underground, open-air, 
peristyle rectangular atrium completely carved into 
the natural rock. Columns or pillars of the Doric style 
supported the porticoes, which surrounded the atrium. 
The burial chambers and the loculi for single burials were 
dug into the portico walls. It seems that the walls were 
originally covered with frescoes although today only 
small fragments are preserved. 

Day Eight | Limassol – Larnaca
Exclusive Andante excursion: This morning we return to 
Paphos Archaeological Park to see the most important 
monuments remaining from the ancient city of Neo 
Paphos. In the beginning of the 3rd century BCE when 
Cyprus became part of the Ptolemaic kingdom, Nea 
Paphos became the centre of Ptolemaic administration 
on the island and continued to serve as the capital well 
into the 4th century. We will see some of the remains of 
this important city including the agora, theatre and the 
houses of Dionysus, Theseus and Aion named for the 
fabulous mosaics found within them. This afternoon will 
be spent sailing at a leisurely pace towards Larnaca.

Day Nine | Larnaca – London
We disembark and transfer to Larnaca airport for our 
return flight home.
Please note that the itinerary can be subject to change before the 
cruise departs or during the cruise depending on adjusted sailing 
times and/or any port restrictions.Tower of David



HOW TO BOOK
Give our Specialist Sales Executives a call from Monday to Friday between 9am and 6pm, 
on: 

01722 671 104 
For further details on any of the trips mentioned, including information on our day-by-day 
itineraries or full booking conditions, please visit our websites: 

andantetravels.co.uk 
brightwaterholidays.com
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