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STUNNING LANDSCAPES, STAGGERING
   CASTLES AND HISTORIC SITES

How to book  
Once you’ve finished browsing these pages at your leisure 
and you’re ready to treat yourself to a place on one of our 
holidays, just get in touch and we’ll do the rest! 
Give our Specialist Sales Executives a call from Monday to 
Friday between 9am and 6pm, on: 

01334 766 099 
Alternatively, send us an email to: 

info@brightwaterholidays.com
For further details on any of the trips mentioned, including 
information on our day-by-day itineraries, activity levels or 
full booking conditions, please visit our website:   

www.brightwaterholidays.com

Dear Traveller,
If you’re looking to enjoy a holiday in Scotland this year, you’re in luck. 
As we’re number one for Scotland holidays, we have a broad collection 
of award-winning itineraries to choose from, which range from scenic 
cruises to journeys by rail and, of course, our classic coach tours. From 
castles and islands to wildlife and archaeology, there is a Scottish holiday 
for everyone within our portfolio and we’ve rounded them all up in this 
dedicated brochure.
Whether you’re a first-timer, a seasoned visitor or even a local resident 
wanting to holiday at home, choose us for your next Scotland break and 
experience something magnificent. From hidden gems to this country’s 
most iconic sights, we are sure to have something for you. 
Journey back to the time of the Picts and explore their mysterious stories, 
enjoy a Highland wildlife safari where dolphins might make a welcome 
appearance on the Moray Firth or spend a week knitting among the calm 
respite of the Shetland Isles. Additionally, nestled among Scotland’s wild 
and varied landscapes are some of the world’s most legendary castles, 
and many of our holidays include visits to them. 
We can satisfy your island-hopping desires, too. There are around 900 
islands dotted around the Scottish shorelines, some uninhabited and 
others boasting amazing sites to visit, and there are a range of ways to 
travel around this magnificent part of the UK to ensure you see as much 
of what it has to offer as possible. With us here at Brightwater, you can 
explore many of them - all of which we have personally visited and know 
very well, so there’s no better company to trust with your time here.
Alternatively, why not step on board the charming MV Lord of the 
Glens for a cruise to remember, which will see you sail along Loch Ness, 
navigating the impressive Caledonian Canal and passing the dramatic 
ruins of Urquhart Castle. As you can see, you’ll be spoilt for choice with 
our Scottish holidays - all that’s left to do is choose your tour!
Best wishes,

Alison Wilson  
Managing Director

Reviews
   and awards

A brand new and exciting announcement
We are delighted to share that Brightwater Holidays won Best Travel Company for Coach Holidays at the 
recent British Travel Awards. As you’ll know, we spent last summer rallying for your support and you didn’t 
disappoint, showing your enthusiasm for the trips we offer with your greatly appreciated votes. Thank 
you so much from the whole team here at Brightwater and keep an eye out for our next voting campaign.

Elsewhere, Brightwater has previously been shortlisted for the Best Coach or Tour Operator at the 
Group Leisure and Travel Awards, and we have also won many other British Travel Awards over the past 
few years, including Best Coach Holiday Company in 2020 and both Best Special Interest Holiday 
Company and Best Coach Holiday Company in 2019. 
At the beginning of 2023, we were awarded Feefo’s Trusted Service Award for our dedication to 
excellent customer service, an accolade we are all very proud of here in the Brightwater office. We do 
hope the rest of the year provides more opportunities to celebrate, here’s to the future!

Previous accolades and continued success

tailor-made group travel

Get the ball rolling on your group’s holiday to Scotland
Jenni Duncan is our Private Groups Manager and she would love to help plan your group holiday to Scotland.  
Please get in touch by calling her on 01334 766 064 or emailing groups@brightwaterholidays.com to get things started. 
You can also visit our website for some inspiration: www.brightwaterholidays.com  
No matter what stage of planning you’re at, our team will be able to work with you every step of the way.

The Excellence Award
Our very own Jenni Duncan was recently 
shortlisted for Group Leisure & Travel’s coveted 
Excellence Award. We are incredibly proud of her 
for being named a finalist and the support she 
received from previous clients to make it that far 
was outstanding. Well done, Jenni!

Private group travel 
We have been providing tailor-made travel arrangements for many private groups and societies for over 
30 years now, with a dedicated Group Travel department offering a highly personalised service. 
The itineraries and packages we have created for clients over the past three decades have taken them all 
over Scotland, from remote islands where birds outnumber residents to well-known gardens in world 
renowned cities. Typically, our tours include all transportation, accommodation and entry costs, visiting 
gardens, stately homes, art galleries and other specialist attractions – depending on the group’s 
individual requirements. On most occasions we also provide an experienced Tour Manager, who will 
ensure the smooth running of the holiday, leaving the group organisers free to relax and enjoy the trip.
We aim to fully understand the requirements of your group, so if you are a group travel organiser or a 
group of friends, and would like some advice or a quote, please contact our Private Groups Manager, 
Jenni Duncan, who would be delighted to help tailor-make a package for you. 
So, whatever your particular interest,we’ll find the visits and hotels that offer the perfect fit. We can 
tailor-make an itinerary to suit your budget, style and imagination – the possibilities are endless!

PAY IN FULL AND SAVE EVEN MORE!
If you pay in full at the time you book, you can take 
advantage of a discount, potentially saving you hundreds 
of pounds. Ask your Specialist Sales Executive for details 
when you book.
Offer Terms and Conditions: Pay in full discounts depend on tour price, cash 
amount payable after any vouchers, credit and discounts have been applied and 
the departure date. We reserve the right to withdraw any offers at any time. For full 
terms and conditions please refer to our website.
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Why choose a coach holiday in Scotland?
One of the most challenging parts of planning a holiday to Scotland can be the logistics of the trip itself. 
Many guests turn to us after struggling to figure out how to get from one island to the next or trying to 
coordinate multiple ferry crossings, and this is just why we’re here - to take the stress out of your holiday.  
Choose one of our award-winning escorted coach holidays and you will bypass the planning, leaving us to 
do all the hard work and you free to decide the more enjoyable elements, such as the best place to stand 
when taking pctures or making those life-long memories. 
No need to worry about the often remote, winding roads - our experienced drivers will navigate them with 
ease while our trusty Tour Managers will narrate the journey, bringing your views even more vividly to life 
as you go. Hop aboard one of our comfortable coaches and all of your transport worries will be completely 
taken care of, so that you can sit back and relax as we take you - and your luggage - from your designated 
pick-up points to your hotel, and on visits to spectacular gardens, historic sites and much, much more.
What’s more, to help make your decision a little easier, we have now included activity levels on each of our 
tours so that you can see how active or relaxing the itinerary is likely to be, meaning you can head off on 
holiday safe in the knowledge that it’s suited to your personal fitness level.

Decades of experience
We have over 30 years worth of experience in operating escorted tours 
here in our home country of Scotland. Having been based in Fife’s county 
town of Cupar for three decades now, we live and breathe this destination 
and there’s no part of the country we are unfamiliar with. From the best 
routes to take to minimise travel time to the most memorable visits on 
each island and beyond, trust us with your next holiday to Scotland.

Take advantage of our expertise
Our personal history and connection with Scotland means we have the 
ability to delight, surprise and fulfil where your holiday is concerned. Over 
the years, we’ve built up relationships with site owners and hoteliers alike, 
we have become friends with the owners of private gardens who grant us 
access when we’re in the neighbourhood, we have a wide variety of 
award-winning itineraries to enchant and inspire, and we know where to 
find the hidden gems you would otherwise miss! We live and breathe 
Scotland, so there’s no one better to task with your holiday than us. 

Hassle-free travel
A coach holiday is the ultimate hassle-free way to travel. Our friendly 
drivers will collect you from your designated pick-up points across 
Scotland, your luggage will be safely stowed away and you can take a 
seat and admire the view as your trip gets off to a relaxing start. 

More sightseeing opportunities
Travelling by coach also offers a chance to see more of your destination. 
While we take the fastest routes to get you to and from your holiday, we 
also take your viewing pleasure seriously, factoring in some fantastic 
opportunities for sightseeing as we go. For example, some of our tours in 
Scotland travel along the scenic North Coast 500, a famous northern 
route considered among one of the world’s most breathtaking!

Your itinerary is taken care of
With Brightwater, everything is taken care of so all you need to do is 
choose your Scotland holiday and meet us at your pick-up point. A Tour 
Manager will be on hand throughout to ensure the smooth running of 
your holiday and other inclusions range from all visits as per the itinerary 
to the hotel accommodation, along with transport between visits aboard 
one of our comfortable coaches and some meals, too.

Extend your stay and save money
Some of our Scotland holidays are on the shorter side, but if you’re 
looking to get away for longer you can book some of them back-to back. 
That’s right, many of our holidays have start and end dates that were 
designed to be combined, offering you a chance to get away for longer 
- and, if you book this way, you could save yourself £50pp. Please call us 
to discuss your options if you want a longer holiday in Scotland.

Free transfers and hotel stays  
from £85pp
When you travel with Brightwater Holidays to Scotland, even to the 
remotest of areas, it is important that you enjoy every second of your trip. 
This is why we offer a variety of ways in which you can tailor your holiday 
to best fit your needs, and there are always things we can do to help.

Start your holiday with an included coach transfer from our conveniently 
located pick-up points across Scotland including Glasgow, Edinburgh, 
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth, Dundee, Forfar, Stonehaven and Inverness 
(see tour pages for details). If you are coming from further afield perhaps 
let us arrange pre and post 4-star hotel accommodation from just £85 
per person including breakfast and giving yourself time to relax and 
explore more of what your chosen destination has to offer.

For those arriving from other parts of the UK or overseas why not take 
advantage of our tailormade flight and hotel packages so you can relax 
either side of your holiday? We can arrange UK regional flights from a 
variety of airports including Luton, Stanstead and London Gatwick to a 
range of Scottish cities including Edinburgh, Glasgow, Aberdeen and 
Inverness. Once there, stay in a central hotel and relax or explore the city 
before or after your tour (or both) from just £195 per person including 
breakfast.  

For example, fly to Edinburgh and stay at the 4-star Edinburgh Marriott 
Hotel where our coach will conveniently collect you from outside the 
reception the next day – a great way to start your Scottish adventure! 

Give our Specialist Sales Executives a call and we’ll do the rest.

Please note that the from price shown is based on two persons sharing a twin/double 
room and one-way flights and are a guide only. Additional transfers not included.

Why travel with us? Need help getting there? 

Our Tour Managers

Morag 
Brodie

Alison Reid

“As a native of Arran I like nothing 
better than showing Brightwater 
guests around this magical island. 
No matter how many times I’ve 
done it I always get a thrill as the 
ferry docks at Brodick. I have a 
fund of stories to tell as we drive 
around the island and I can’t wait to 
go back again.”

“It’s hard to choose my favourite 
Brightwater tour but the Ancient Stones of 
the Outer Hebrides is definitely up there. 
There is so much history in these islands 
and all set against the most wonderful 
scenery. Simply touching the standing 
stones at Callanish is enough to transport 
me, and I hope my guests, 5,000 years into 
the past.”

Here at Brightwater Holidays, our tour managers are an integral part of what we do. Many 
of our valued guests enjoy their time in the company of our team so much that they go on 
to choose other departures led by them in the future! To celebrate their personable nature, 
dedication and hard work, we caught up with some of our popular tour managers who are 
fortunate to live in Scotland, to find out their treasured moments and favourite destinations.

Mary Birch

“It is hard to highlight one particular destination I have 
enjoyed taking guests to on a Brightwater tour – mainly 
because all the itineraries are interesting and well 
thought out so all are enjoyable! Last year the trip to 
Mull, Iona, and Staffa was quite a special one because of 
the visit to the iconic Fingal’s cave. So too was the 
spectacle of the Aberlemno Pictish Stones lining the road 
in Angus as part of ‘In the Footsteps of the Picts’ tour. 
However, no matter how many times I visit a place it is 
always different because each Brightwater group is 
uniquely different with guests who have lots to 
contribute to the tour and who want to share their 
experiences with like-minded individuals.”

Sue  
Pomeroy

“I live in the Highlands myself so it is 
always a pleasure to welcome guests to 
this part of the world and share with them 
the pleasures and pitfalls of gardening in 
this challenging but beautiful 
environment. I also adore taking groups 
around the islands, from Shetland in the 
north to Islay and Jura in the south.”
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Our favourite iconic sites and hidden gems
If you picture Scotland, you will probably think of its stunning landscapes, its staggering castles and 
its historic sites. There are so many sights that can be considered iconic in this beautiful country and 
our award-winning Scottish holidays were created with showcasing them in mind. So, from ancient 
standing stones to stately castles with royal connections, we have rounded up 10 of our home 
country’s most recognisable and important highlights, all of which we can take you to.

Glenfinnan 
Viaduct
Immortalised on screen by the Harry 
Potter franchise, this 21-arch viaduct 
is known for carrying the Jacobite 
steam train on the Fort William to 
Mallaig line. This site features on 
p10, 22, 24, 25, 26 & 27.

Fingal’s Cave
Boasting unusual hexagonal basalt 
columns, this cave - also known as 
the Cave of Melody - is situated on 
the isle of Staffa. Felix Mendelssohn 
famously visited it in 1829, which 
resulted in his ‘Hebrides Overture 
(Fingal’s Cave)’ piece. Find tours that 
visit Fingal’s Cave on p12 & 19.

Balmoral Castle
Sadly now remembered as the place 
where Her Majesty The Queen 
passed away on 8th September last 
year, Balmoral is recognisable 
worldwide as a place of historic and 
cultural significance. It is still a 
private home of the royal family. 
Visit Balmoral Castle on p31.

Iona Abbey
This Benedictine abbey can be 
found on the island of Iona, standing 
on site of the monastery that was 
founded by St Columba. The 
abbey’s museum is home to a great 
collection of early medieval carved 
stones and crosses. Find tours that 
visit here on p12 & 19.

Logan Botanic 
Gardens
This magnificent garden is 
beautifully laid out, particularly in the 
walled garden with its fine terraces 
and well-planned borders under an 
avenue of cabbage palms. View our 
tour that includes it on p34.

Callanish 
Standing Stones
Here, almost 50 stones form a 
5,000-year-old megalithic avenue, 
comprising 19 monoliths and ending 
in a circle of 13 stones with a great 
cairn marking its centre. Find tours 
that visit this site on p8, 18 & 20.

Eilean Donan 
Castle
One of the most photographed 
castles in Scotland, the beginnings 
of the historic Eilean Donan Castle 
reach back into the early mists of 
time. View the tours that visit this 
romantic castle on p25, 26 & 27.

Skara Brae
Known as part of the Heart of 
Neolithic Orkney UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, Skara Brae, uncovered 
by a storm in 1850, is perhaps the 
best-preserved Neolithic settlement 
in Western Europe. Find Skara Brae 
included on tours that feature on 
p13, 16 & 17.

Falkirk Wheel
The world’s first rotating boat lift and 
a 21st century engineering marvel, 
the Falkirk Wheel is currently the 
world’s only rotating boat lift. It lifts 
boats 115ft and connects the Forth & 
Clyde Canal and the Union Canal. 
Experience it on our Classic 
Scottish Steam Break, on p10.

Neptune’s 
Staircase 
Built by Thomas Telford between 
1803 and 1822, Neptune’s Staircase 
is the longest staircase lock in Britain, 
comrpising eight interconnected 
locks that takes vessels back to 
sea-level near Fort William. Find this 
included on p24, 25 & 27.
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6 DAYS FROM

£895

Whether you choose our five or six day itinerary, our best-selling grand tour takes in all the 
beauty and diversity of this very special environment with ten different islands and four ferry 
trips included. Two comfortable hotels ensure that this holiday is as relaxing as possible while 
at the same time offering great variety and the sense of a true journey of discovery which 
will live long in the memory. Our odyssey begins as we travel via Glencoe, Fort William and 
Glenfinnan to Mallaig. From here we take the ferry to Lochboisdale in South Uist and cross 
the causeway to Benbecula, the ‘stepping stone’ between the Uists. From here we visit the 
islands of Eriskay, Vatersay and Barra. 
A captivating journey follows as we travel by ferry from North Uist and on through the 
magnificent mountain scenery of Harris, the rolling moorland of Lewis, and on to Stornoway. 
We continue with visits to the Standing Stones of Callanish, the tranquil little Norse Mill and 
the distinctive Black Houses at Gearrannan.

Eriskay Harbour © Graham Addison

A Grand Tour of the
   Outer Hebrides

5 DAYS FROM

£775

 St Clement’s Church

WHAT’S INCLUDED - 5 DAYS
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: two nights 

at the Dark Island Hotel and two nights at the 
Cabarfeidh Hotel, Stornoway (one dinner and 
one breakfast served on board the ferry)

 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout and all 
ferry crossings

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
11 - 15 Apr  £825
30 May - 3 Jun  £945
29 Sep - 3 Oct  £895
3 - 7 Oct  £825

24 - 28 Oct  £775

Single Supplement £200

Activity Level: ••000 |  Tour code: BGTO

WHAT’S INCLUDED - 6 DAYS
 ► Five nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: two nights 

at the Dark Island / Isle of Benbecula Hotel and 
three nights at the Cabarfeidh Hotel, Stornoway 
(one dinner and one breakfast served on board 
the ferry)

 ► Comfortable coach travel and all ferry crossings
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
BENBECULA TO STORNOWAY
25 - 30 Apr  £1,145
23 - 28 May  £1,375
20 - 25 Jun  £1,295
22 - 27 Aug  £1,295
11 - 16 Oct  £995

STORNOWAY TO BENBECULA
3 - 8 Apr  £995
4 - 9 Jun  £1,325
27 Oct - 1 Nov  £895

Single Supplement £200

Activity Level: ••000 |  Code: BGTB/BGTS

Callanish Standing Stones

6 DAYS

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Perth, Kinross, Dunfermline, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow) for Mallaig, where we take the ferry to 
Lochboisdale, with dinner served on board. On 
arrival we continue to our hotel in Benbecula. (D)
Day 2 We drive south to the island of Eriskay and 
continue by ferry to Barra. On our tour of the 
island we will see Kisimul Castle; Cockleshell 
Beach, which serves as the island’s runway, and 
Vatersay with its amazing beaches of white sand 
and turquoise sea. (B, D)
Day 3 We travel north today as we take the ferry 
from Berneray to Leverburgh on the isle of Harris, 
visiting St Clement’s Church at Rodel before 
continuing through the mountains to Lewis and 
our hotel in Stornoway. (B, D)

Day 4 The 5,000-year-old Standing Stones of 
Callanish, Black Houses of Gearrannan and 
Norse Mill at Shawbost await us today. (B, D)
Day 5 We visit Lews Castle and Museum and St. 
Columba’s Ui Church, one of the most important 
archaeological sites in the area. We then see the 
Port of Ness and the Butt of Lewis, home to the 
Stevenson lighthouse. (B, D)
Day 6 We take an early ferry to Ullapool and 
return to our original pick-up points. (B)
The Stornoway to Benbecula itinerary operates in 
reverse, with two nights in Stornoway and three 
nights in Benbecula.
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

5 DAYS

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Perth, Kinross, Dunfermline, Edinburgh, 
Glasgow) and head to Mallaig. We catch a ferry to 
Lochboisdale, enjoying dinner on board before 
continuing to Benbecula. (D)
Day 2 We head for Barra, travelling via Eriskay. 
Upon arrival, we tour the island with views of 
Kisimul Castle. Next, we visit Cockleshell Beach 
with its unique airport runway and then it’s on to 
Vatersay, with its brilliant white beaches. (B, D)
Day 3 A ferry takes us from Berneray to 
Leverburgh on the Isle of Harris. Here, we visit 
St. Clement’s Church at Rodel, built on top of an 
earlier structure in the 16th century. Later, our 
journey continues and we make our way to Lewis 
and our hotel, located in Stornoway. (B, D)

Day 4 After breakfast, we head to the 
5,000-year-old Standing Stones of Callanish 
and its visitor centre. From here, we move on to 
the Black Houses of Gearrannan and Norse 
Mill at Shawbost, a reconstruction of the type of 
grain mill used originally by Viking settlers and by 
islanders up until the 1930s. A short walk past a 
small lochan leads to two beautifully restored little 
thatched buildings with a fine view to the ocean 
beyond. (B, D)
Day 5 This morning we check out of  
the hotel and take the early morning Caledonian 
MacBrayne ferry from Stornoway to Ullapool. 
From here, we return to our original pick-up 
points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Kisimul Castle

“Amazing tour - very knowledgeable 
tour manager  plus excellent, very 

experienced and very sociable driver. 
This tour ticked so many boxes from our 

bucket list!” Guest, October ‘22
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LOW SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

The Jacobite steam train

Steam locomotion has an enduring fascination for many of us and combined with the 
wonderful scenery of Scotland it becomes utterly irresistible. The Jacobite steam train, from 
Fort William to Mallaig, is one of the longest steam-hauled rail journeys available in Britain 
today, an 84-mile round trip through some spectacular scenery that also includes the 21-arch 
Glenfinnan Viaduct. A gentler pace is set as we sail ‘Doon ra Watter’ on the world’s last 
seagoing paddle steamer, the PS Waverley*, still elegantly plying her trade on the Clyde. 
There can be no better way to enjoy the gentle beauty of the Argyll hills and the Kyles of 
Bute than from the deck of this grand old lady. We also enjoy a relaxed and informative 
cruise on the calm waters of Loch Katrine amid the spectacular scenery of the Trossachs and 
a boat trip on the Falkirk Wheel, the world’s first rotating boat lift and a modern engineering 
marvel. We offer two different packages for this tour following the same itinerary: one 
staying at the Arrochar Hotel and one staying at the Stirling Highland Hotel.

A Classic 
   Scottish Steam Break

4 DAYS FROM

£595

Falkirk Wheel

Loch Katrine

The Waverley

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Aberdeen, Stonehaven, Forfar, Dundee, Perth, 
Edinburgh) and travel to the Falkirk Wheel, the 
world’s first rotating boat lift. We enjoy spectacular 
scenery as the wheel makes its ascent to join the 
Union Canal 35m above. We sail along the canal 
and under the Antonine Wall, the Romans’ most 
northern frontier, and explore the visitor centre. 
We continue to our hotel for dinner. (D)
Day 2 Today is long but rewarding as we journey 
back in time aboard the Jacobite steam train and 
experience one of the most spectacular railway 
journeys in the world, the Fort William to 
Mallaig line. From the slopes of Ben Nevis, the 
line runs through rugged mountains, past sea and 
inland lochs and on to the shores of the Atlantic at 
Mallaig. The route also takes us over the 

Glenfinnan Viaduct overlooking Loch Shiel, 
where Bonnie Prince Charlie raised his standard in 
1745. Enjoy some free time in Mallaig. (B, D)
Day 3 Today we sail on the world’s last seagoing 
paddle steamer, The Waverley*, built in 1946 to 
replace the 1899 Waverley, which was sunk at 
Dunkirk. We leave the ship at Tighnabruaich and 
our coach will take us back to the hotel, travelling 
by the “Rest and Be Thankful”. (B, D)
Day 4 Following breakfast we cruise on Loch 
Katrine, set among the Trossachs. We continue 
by Aberfoyle, the Duke’s Pass and Loch Venachar 
to Callander, where free time awaits before we 
return to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner
*Please note that the itinerary is subject to the 
Waverley’s sailing schedule.

STIRLING HIGHLAND HOTEL

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 

Stirling Highland Hotel
 ► Comfortable coach and standard class rail travel 

on the Jacobite steam train
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
19 - 22 May  £745
29 Jun - 2 Jul  £765
13 - 16 Jul  £735
3 - 6 Aug  £745
13 - 16 Oct   £695

Single Supplement £120

Activity Level: •0000 |  Tour code: BSTH

ARROCHAR HOTEL

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 

Arrochar Hotel, Loch Long
 ► Comfortable coach and standard class rail travel 

on the Jacobite steam train
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
11 - 14 May  £675
22 - 25 Jun  £725
6 - 9 Jul  £695
10 - 13 Aug  £695
24 - 27 Aug  £695
12 - 15 Oct  £595

Single Supplement £90

Activity Level: •0000 |  Tour code: BSTB

“Excellent holiday, everything we 
anticipated and more. David, the tour 
manager, was friendly, knowledgeable 
and approachable. Ian, the driver, got us 
to our destinations on time despite 
numerous temporary traffic lights! 
Jacobite train journey was superb. Would 
recommend this holiday to everyone.” 
Guest, October ‘22
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WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Six nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: three nights 

at the Isle of Mull Hotel, Craignure and three 
nights at the Port Askaig Hotel, Islay

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Coach travel and all ferry crossings
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
1 - 7 May  £2,145
22 - 28 Jul  £2,145
5 - 11 Aug  £2,145
23 - 29 Sep  £2,095

Single supplement £495

Activity Level: •••00 |  Tour code: BGIH

Complementing our Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides, this equally grand yet relaxing tour 
takes in the principal Inner Hebridean isles of Mull, Islay and Jura as well as the famous little 
island gems of Staffa and Iona.
We begin on the Isle of Mull with a visit to the colourful ‘capital’ of Tobermory, followed 
by an exciting boat trip to the tiny island of Staffa and its famous Fingal’s Cave. A full day is 
spent visiting the wonderfully peaceful island of Iona with its famous abbey and beautiful 
beaches, a place of undeniable calm and contemplation, along with Duart Castle, which 
enjoys superb views over the Firth of Lorne and the surrounding mountains. We then drive 
south to Kennacraig, where we catch the Caledonian MacBrayne ferry to Islay. We will 
explore the island with visits to historic Loch Finlaggan and the Museum of Islay Life, as well 
as a tour and tasting at the Kilchoman Distillery, one of nine distilleries on the island. We 
will also visit Jura, Islay’s sparsely populated and rather mysterious neighbour, a naturalist’s 
paradise dominated by three majestic mountains.

Puffin, Treshnish Isles

Isle of Iona

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Aberdeen, Stonehaven, Forfar, Dundee, 
Perth, Kinross, Dunfermline, Edinburgh, Glasgow) 
and head for the Western Highlands. On arrival in 
Oban we take a ferry to Craignure on the island 
of Mull. (D)
Day 2 We depart for Tobermory, the island’s 
‘capital’. This is the starting point for our wildlife 
cruise to the Treshnish Isles and Staffa, during 
which we hope to see Whales, Dolphins, Basking 
Sharks, Puffins and Sea Eagles. When on Staffa, we 
will explore the island and Fingal’s Cave. Next, we 
cross to the idyllic Isle of Lunga to view the 
stunning scenery and the large puffin colony 
nesting in the burrows on the hillside. These 
comical birds are incredibly inquisitive and will 
come within a few metres of you. (B, D)
Day 3 This morning we drive along the Ross of 
Mull to Fionnphort, where we cross as foot 
passengers to the Isle of Iona. Here, we have the 
opportunity to visit the abbey and explore the 
island. In the afternoon we visit Duart Castle, the 
13th century home of the Chief of Clan MacLean. 

We can explore the dungeons, the state rooms 
and appreciate the strategic position of the castle 
from the top of the keep. (B, D)
Day 4 Following breakfast, we check out of our 
hotel and take the morning ferry back to Oban. 
From here, we then take a scenic drive down to 
Kennacraig to catch the ferry to Port Askaig in 
Islay. (B, D)
Day 5 Our tour of Islay takes in Loch Finlaggan, 
the Kilchoman Distillery, which is the newest 
distillery on the island and the Museum of Islay 
Life, home to over 1600 artefacts. (B, D)
Day 6 We explore the neighbouring island of Jura 
today. We’ll enjoy a scenic tour before having 
some free time in Craighouse. (B, D)
Day 7 After breakfast we check out of the hotel 
and take the morning ferry to Kennacraig on the 
mainland. We then continue our homeward 
journey, arriving back at our original pick-up 
points this evening. (B)

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Grand Tour of the
   Inner Hebrides

7 DAYS FROM

£2,095

Sail away to lands steeped in history, wildlife and stunning scenery – the Orkney and 
Shetland isles. Many people have landed there before us, some as early as 3,000 BC. 
Most famous of all were the Vikings, but they were not alone and all around you historical 
treasures can be found.
Both Orkney and Shetland have their own identities - Orkney is green and fertile, while 
Shetland has rugged cliff and sea loch landscapes. However, both share a colourful history 
of Picts, Norsemen, ancient antiquities and seafaring legends – bound together with 
an independent spirit that sets them apart from the rest of Scotland. We sail with Serco 
Northlink Ferries aboard their modern, purpose-built vessels overnight from Aberdeen to 
Lerwick, and then there are two full days to tour Shetland. After rejoining the ship for an 
evening sailing to Kirkwall, we have two days to explore Orkney.

Neolithic site of Skara Brae

Seascape, Orkney

Highlights of Orkney 
   and Shetland

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, 
Perth) and head for Aberdeen and take the 
overnight ferry to Lerwick. (D)
Day 2 We leave the ship after breakfast and start 
our tour of Shetland. Our first stop is in 
Scalloway, the former capital of Shetland, where 
we visit the ruined castle. We then continue north 
towards the spectacular cliffs of Eshaness, and 
the narrow isthmus known as Mavis Grind.  
(B, D)
Day 3 Our day starts at the Prehistoric and 
Norse Settlement of Jarlshof. Over three acres 
of remains are here, spanning 3,000 years since 
the days of the Stone Age, including Bronze Age 
houses, Iron Age broch and wheel houses, Viking 
long houses and medieval farmhouses. Next it’s 
on to Sumburgh Head to visit its RSPB reserve 
which is home to thousands of seabirds, including 
puffins, guillemots and razorbills. This afternoon 
we reach the island’s capital town of Lerwick and 
enjoy some free time. (B, D)
Day 4 A full day tour of ‘Neolithic Orkney’ awaits 
today, beginning with the impressive stone circles 
of Stenness and Brodgar. To this day the 

monuments’ ages remain uncertain, however they 
are generally thought to have been erected 
between 2500 BC & 2000 BC. We continue to 
Maeshowe, the finest chambered tomb in 
Western Europe. Built before 2700 BC, 
Maeshowe was raided by Vikings in the 12th 
century and houses the largest collection of runic 
inscriptions in the world. A visit to Skara Brae is 
also included, with its visitor centre depicting the 
history of this world-famous monument. (B, D)
Day 5 This morning, we have free time to explore 
Kirkwall at leisure. Later, we tour the south end of 
Orkney, crossing the Churchill Barriers which 
were built after the sinking of HMS Royal Oak in 
October 1939. We also stop off at the beautiful 
Italian Chapel, built on a former prisoner of war 
camp. The marvellous paintings in the interior 
were done by Domenico Chiocchetti, one of the 
prisoners who returned several times to restore 
and repaint parts of the building. (B, D)
Day 6 After breakfast we catch the ferry back to 
the mainland. From here, we return to our original 
pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► One night’s dinner, bed & breakfast at the 3-star 

Busta House or Brae Hotel, Shetland and three 
nights’ bed & breakfast (plus two dinners) at the 
Kirkwall Hotel, Orkney 

 ► All ferry crossings, including one night’s 
accommodation in two-berth inside cabins 
on Serco Northlink Ferries MV Hrossey or 
Hjaltland on the outward sailing

 ► One breakfast and two dinners on board ship
 ► All visits as outlined and coach travel 
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
15 - 20 May  £1,495
12 - 17 Jun  £1,595
14 - 19 Aug  £1,595
18 - 23 Sep  £1,495

Single Supplement  £395
Outside cabin supplement £55

Activity Level: •••00 |  Tour code: BOSH

6 DAYS FROM

£1,495

“Interesting and varied sights. Fantastic mixture of scenery. 
Knowledgeable and affable tour manager, cheery driver, 

comfortable coach and right size of party.” 
Guest, June ‘22

“We had a first rate tour manager and 
driver who had incredible knowledge of 

the islands. The hotels were 
comfortable and the food was good. 

We were very happy with our trip.” 
Guest, August ‘22
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If you want to get away from it all, Shetland is the place to be. As close to Norway as it is to 
Scotland, Shetland is rugged and remote, with a raw natural beauty, a unique culture and 
wonderful wildlife. There are over a hundred islands here, only 16 of which are inhabited, 
each with its own individual character, and our tour offers the opportunity to visit four of 
them, providing a real taste of the diversity of this amazing archipelago, not to mention the 
simple pleasure of travelling by boats, both large and small, as the indomitable inhabitants  
of these islands have done for hundreds of years. 
We hope to visit the little island of Mousa, whose Iron Age broch is the best-preserved 
example anywhere in the world, the Shetland Croft House Museum which gives an insight 
into a typical 19th century croft, while Jarlshof provides a unique archaeological time-capsule, 
spanning 3,000 years of successive settlements. Finally we have a tour of the northernmost 
islands of Yell and Unst, a day of stunning seascapes and air so fresh it takes your breath away.

Puffins on the Shetland coast

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, 
Perth, Dundee, Forfar, Stonehaven) and travel to 
Aberdeen. From here, we sail overnight to Lerwick 
with Serco Northlink Ferries. (D)
Day 2 Disembarking at Lerwick, we begin our 
visits at the Shetland Croft Museum, housed in a 
typical thatched croft house of the 19th century 
restored with traditional materials, low doorways 
and uneven floors and warmed by a peat fire. 
Next, we explore the outstanding Norse 
settlement of Jarlshof, with over three acres of 
remains, spanning 3,000 years since the days of 
the Stone Age, including oval shaped bronze age 
houses, iron age broch and wheel houses, Viking 
long houses and medieval farmhouses. This 
afternoon, weather permitting, we visit the little 
island of Mousa and the 2,000 year old broch, 
the best preserved example in the world. The 
island is also a nature reserve and is rich in wildlife. 
Storm petrels, Arctic terns and skuas nest here, 
and harbour seals lounge on the shore. (B, D)
Day 3 Today we enjoy a full day tour to the 
northern isles of Yell and Unst. We travel north 

through Tingwall and Girlsta and past the oil 
terminal at Sullom Voe, which has transformed 
life in Shetland over the last 40 years, before 
arriving at Toft, where the ferry departs for the 
island of Yell. On arrival in Unst, we visit Muness 
Castle, Baltasound and Saxa Vord Hill. (B, D)
Day 4 After breakfast, we return to Lerwick to 
enjoy some free time. Later, we take the overnight 
ferry to Aberdeen. (B, D)
Day 5 We disembark and return to our original 
pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the  

Brae or Busta House Hotel and two nights in 
two-berth inside cabins on Serco Northlink 
Ferries

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
28 Jun - 2 Jul  £1,275
16 - 20 Jul  £1,195

Single Supplement £275
Outside cabin supplement £55

Activity Level: •••00 |  Tour code: BSHI

Shetland seascape

Shetland
   and its Outer Isles

5 DAYS FROM

£1,195

Lerwick

Even those who think they know all there is to know about the art of knitting can pick up 
a thing or two in the scenic Shetland Isles, and we’re not just talking about those pesky 
dropped stitches! There are workshops aplenty, both starting off our mornings and rounding 
off our afternoons. These present the perfect opportunity to hone our skills - and perhaps 
even learn some new ones - under the watchful eye of experienced local tutors. 

Fair isle knitting

Knitting in the
   Shetland Isles

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, 
Perth, Dundee) and travel to Aberdeen for our 
overnight sailing to Shetland. Dinner is served on 
board. (D)
Day 2 Disembark in Lerwick, before travelling to 
the Prehistoric and Norse Settlement of Jarlshof. 
We stop at Sumburgh Head, the award-winning 
Textile Gallery of the Shetland Museum and 
Archives for a guided tour, and finally the 
Shetland Textile Museum. (B, D)
Day 3 Today is the first of our interactive 
workshops to learn the basics of Shetland hand 
knitting. After lunch, we visit the Nielanell Design 
Studio at Sandwick and Hoswick Visitor 
Centre, housed in a former woollen mill. We will 
also visit the Laurence Odie Knitwear outlet at 
Hoswick Woollen Mill. (B, L, D)

Day 4 We depart on a tour of the western 
mainland of Shetland with visits to Walls, terminus 
for the ferry service to the island of Foula, and the 
headland at Sandness, overlooking the island of 
Papa Stour. We return to our hotel in the 
afternoon for the second of our knitting 
workshops. (B, L, D)
Day 5 Our final knitting workshop is followed 
with a visit to Scalloway. The castle built by Earl 
Patrick Stewart still dominates the skyline. We 
continue to Lerwick where the rest of the 
afternoon will be at leisure. Later, we board our 
ferry back to Aberdeen and have dinner in the 
ship’s restaurant. (B, L, D)
Day 6 After our overnight sailing we arrive in 
Aberdeen this morning and return to our original 
pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Wander through the streets of Lerwick at the end of January and it’s likely to be nothing 
short of a unique experience. A large squad of bearded Vikings, resplendent in gleaming 
chain-mail and winged helmets can be seen carrying a 30ft longship, which is fated to be 
ceremoniously set alight. As the sky over Lerwick shimmers with heat and light, fireworks 
explode, brass bands play and the gloom of winter is lifted for another year - this is  
Up Helly Aa.

Day 1 We depart from our designated departure 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, 
Perth, Dundee, Forfar) and travel to Aberdeen for 
the overnight ferry to Lerwick. (D)
Day 2 After breakfast on board, we depart on a 
full day tour of mainland Shetland, including visits 
to Scalloway and the Prehistoric and Norse 
Settlement of Jarlshof. We continue to 
Sumburgh Head, the southern tip of mainland 
Shetland. (B, D)
Day 3 We set off for the northerly isles of Yell and 
Unst, travelling through Tingwall and Girlsta, 
and past the oil terminal at Sullom Voe. We head 
north to Baltasound and enjoy the views from 
Saxa Vord Hill. (B, D)
Day 4 We enjoy another scenic excursion to the 
west mainland of Shetland, which will take us to 

Walls, terminus for the ferry service to the island 
of Foula, and the headland at Sandness, 
overlooking the island of Papa Stour. (B,D)
Day 5 We travel to Lerwick, where you are free to 
explore at your leisure  soak up the atmosphere 
and view the various activities associated with the 
Up Helly Aa festival. (B, D)
Day 6 After breakfast, we depart to the north 
mainland of Shetland to Mavis Grind, an isthmus 
just 100 yards wide, and through a stark landscape 
of hills, moors and lochans. Next, we will stop for 
a walk (weather permitting) along the spectactular 
sea cliffs of Eshaness, before re-joining the ferry 
for Aberdeen. (B, D)
Day 7 After breakfast, disembark in Aberdeen and 
return to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Up 
   Helly Aa

Up Helly Aa festival

6 DAYS FROM

£1,650

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Five nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: three nights 

at the 3-star Busta House Hotel and two nights 
in two-berth inside cabins on ferry

 ► Three lunches
 ► Three knitting workshops with expert local tutor
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
14 - 19 Sep  £1,650

Single Supplement  £350
Outside cabin supplement £55

Activity Level: •0000 |  Tour code: BKSH

7 DAYS FROM

£1,295

WHAT’S INCLUDED 
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast at the 

Sumburgh Hotel, Sumburgh and two nights 
in a two-berth inside cabin on board Serco 
Northlink Ferries

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2024
27 Jan - 2 Feb  £1,295

Single Supplement  On request
Outside cabin supplement  £70
Shetland Hotel, Lerwick supplement  from £150

Activity Level: ••000 |  Tour code: BUHF

“Lovely scenery and great hotels. The 
holiday was at the right pace, very well led 
by the tour manager and the coach driver.” 

Guest, June ‘22

“The whole holiday was amazing from start to 
finish. Our tour manager, Peter, made sure we 
all knew where to go and the best vantage point 
from which to see the procession, which was 
absolutely amazing.”  
Guest, January ‘23

“Linda, our tour manager, was always warm and 
welcoming and made time for everybody, as 
well as a very talented knitter and tutor. Terri 
was also an authority in her subject and was 
indeed a very skilled teacher!”  
Guest, October ‘22
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NO SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

An archipelago of 70 islands, each with their own distinctive charm, Orkney is home to 
boundless history and natural beauty. Based in Kirkwall, on the mainland, we will discover 
the landmarks and landscapes of the North and South Isles. On Westray, we relive Orkney’s 
Viking past; on Mainland, we discover Neolithic Orkney; and on Hoy, we enjoy dramatic 
scenery as we sail across the Scapa Flow. Over the years we have explored almost every 
nook and cranny of Orkney, yet these beautiful islands contain many more secrets and 
hidden gems that demand to be discovered.

You may be forgiven for thinking that the far north of Scotland and the Orkney Isles in 
particular are more about mountains and moorlands, crashing waves and high seaside cliffs, 
but it is also home to a collection of very determined gardeners who have created, in some 
cases over generations, a collection of excellent gardens, set amidst a beautiful landscape 
of long summer days and evenings when it hardly gets dark – a twilight that is known as the 
‘simmer dim’.

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, 
Perth, Inverness) and travel north to Scrabster, 
where we catch the ferry to Orkney. (D)
Day 2 Today we visit Westray and the Scaun 
Natural Arch, where guillemots and fulmars can 
be spotted. After a visit to the unique Quoygrew 
10th century Norse site, we visit the Kirk of St 
Mary in Pierowall Village, and then Castle 
O’Burrian. Finally we visit the Westray Heritage 
Centre, and tour Noltland Castle. (B, D)
Day 3 Tour the island of Hoy, visiting the Dwarfie 
Stane and Rackwick Bay, once home to 
composer Sir Peter Maxwell Davies. We also visit 
Lyness Naval Base, the Martello Tower at 
Hackness and the Naval Cemetery. (B, D)

Day 4 We have a full day excursion of mainland 
Orkney. Visits include Maeshowe, Skara Brae 
and the Standing Stones of Stenness, lying to 
the north side of the Orphir Hills. Later, we 
continue to Stromness to visit the local Museum 
and the Pier Arts Centre, and then it’s on to the 
Highland Park Distillery, which uses the same 
traditional methods of production as it did 200 
years ago. (B, D)
Day 5 We catch the ferry back to the mainland 
and visit the Timespan Museum and Arts 
Centre in Helmsdale, which is described as a 
meeting place between past, present and future. 
We return to our original departure points in the 
afternoon and evening. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, 
Perth, Inverness) and head north to Old 
Allangrange, set in the heart of the Black Isle. 
Continue north to Wick. (D)
Day 2 After photo stops at Duncansby Head and 
John O’Groats we visit the Castle of Mey, 
whose delightful gardens were created by the late 
Queen Mother. (B, D)
Day 3 We take the ferry over to Orkney to visit 
Skara Brae and the well-stocked Victorian garden 
at Kierfold. (B, D)
Day 4 We visit two private gardens this morning, 
this morning, The Community Garden and 
Stenwood, where we can wander through a 
number of interlinked areas featuring a wide 
range of perennial plants. Later we visit many the 

Standing Stones of Stenness, the Ring of 
Brodgar and Maeshowe. (B, D)
Day 5 Enjoy a selection of small gardens on 
Orkney’s Garden Trail, including the historic 
Quoy of Houton. We continue to the private 
garden of Westrow Lodge before we travel 
across the Churchill Barriers to the island of 
South Ronaldsay, where we visit the Marengo 
Garden. We then have a brief visit to private 
gardens at Cromarty Square and en route back 
to Kirkwall, we’ll visit the beautiful Italian Chapel. 
(B, D)
Day 6 After taking the ferry back to the mainland 
we visit the lovely walled garden at Langwell. 
From here we return to our original pick-up points. 
(B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Undiscovered
   Orkney

Orkney’s
   Garden Trail

Quoy of Houton

Westray

NO SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

5 DAYS FROM

£1,165

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 3-star 

Kirkwall Hotel, Orkney
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel and all ferry crossings
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
23 - 27 Jun  £1,165
26 - 30 Aug  £1,165

Single Supplement (Jun) £175
NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT (Aug)

Activity Level: ••000 |  Tour code: BUOR

6 DAYS FROM

£1,195

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Five nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: two nights 

at Mackay’s Hotel, Wick and three nights at the 
Orkney Hotel, Kirkwall

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel and all ferry crossings
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
12 - 17 Jul  £1,195
26 - 31 Jul  £1,195

Single Supplement £275

Activity Level: ••000 |  Tour code: BOGT

The islands of Orkney and Shetland are littered with archaeological remains. People first 
came here over 5,000 years ago and many of their remains survive. Research is ongoing 
here and excavations by archaeologists continue to uncover new information. The islands 
are therefore of enormous interest to anyone who enjoys first-hand contact with ancient 
settlements and buildings as well as the people who once lived here.
During our time on Shetland we will visit the uninhabited island of Mousa with its 
2,000-year-old full size broch, the Prehistoric and Norse Settlement of Jarlshof; St. Ninian’s 
Isle with its 6th century church and the ruined castle of Scalloway. We then travel to 
Orkney where we visit the Italian Chapel and the Churchill Barriers; Maeshowe, the finest 
chambered tomb in Western Europe; the stone circles of Stenness and Brodgar and the 
famous site at Skara Brae as well as Skaill House. En route to Aberdeen, we will stop for a 
photo opportunity at Dunnottar Castle, a cliff top fortress dating back to the 3rd century.

Sumburgh Head

Dunnottar Castle

Churchill Barriers

An Archaeologist’s View of
   Orkney and Shetland

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, 
Perth) and head for Aberdeen. We will stop for a 
photo opportunity at Dunnottar Castle, a 
dramatic ruined clifftop fortress, before taking the 
overnight ferry to Lerwick. (D)
Day 2 We begin our exploration of Shetland with 
a visit to the Iron Age broch on the little island of 
Mousa. (subject to its re-opening following an 
outbreak of avian ‘flu) Remarkably the broch of 
Mousa still stands to its original height of 13m. The 
island is also a nature reserve and is rich in wildlife. 
We continue to the outstanding Prehistoric and 
Norse Settlement of Jarlshof, spanning 3,000 
years of human habitation. Finally, we stop at the 
nearby cliffs at Sumburgh Head, an RSPB reserve 
renowned for the puffins and seabirds that reside 
here. (B, D)
Day 3 Our first visit of the day is to St. Ninian’s 
Isle and its church dating from the 6th century 
when Christianity first came to Shetland. We then 
travel to Scalloway to visit the ruined castle and 
then we continue through the Tingwall Valley, 

the site of the old Norse parliament. (B, D)
Day 4 We tour the southern end of Orkney 
Mainland with visits to the Churchill Barriers and 
the Italian Chapel, built on the site of a former 
prisoner of war camp. Several hundred Italians, 
captured during the North African campaign of 
World War II were sent here to work on the 
Causeways and converted two huts into a chapel. 
Later, we return to Kirkwall for some free time 
and a chance to visit the architectural masterpiece 
of St. Magnus Cathedral. (B, D)
Day 5 Today we head west into the Heart of 
Neolithic Orkney, where we find some of the 
most impressive and important archaeological 
sites in Europe, including the mysterious stone 
circles at Stenness and Brodgar, the chambered 
tomb at Maeshowe and the famous stone age 
village at Skara Brae. (B, D)
Day 6 After breakfast we take the ferry back to 
the mainland and continue to our original 
departure points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

WHAT’S INCLUDED 
 ► One night’s dinner, bed & breakfast at the Brae 

Hotel or the Busta House Hotel, Shetland and 
three nights’ bed & breakfast (plus two dinners) 
at the Kirkwall Hotel, Orkney 

 ► All ferry crossings, including one night’s 
accommodation in two berth inside cabins on 
Serco Northlink Ferries MV Hrossey/Hjaltland 
on the outward sailing

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of an archaeological expert as tour 

manager (Clive Warsop in April and Alison Reid 
in May & June)

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
24 - 29 Apr  £1,295
10 - 15 May  £1,495
26 Jun - 1 Jul  £1,595

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT (Apr) 
Single Supplement (May & Jun) £395
Outside cabin supplement  £55

Activity Level: •••00 |  Tour code: BOSA

6 DAYS FROM

£1,295

“I really enjoyed my holiday in Orkney and 
found it most interesting seeing the Neolithic 
sites. The guide Chris was local and very 
informative. Our hotel was excellent.” 
Guest, September ‘22

“This trip was a very good experience. Booking 
the tour was straightforward. Each day was well 
run by both our tour manager and our driver.” 
Guest, August ‘22

“This was my 70th birthday present from my 
husband and it was thoroughly enjoyable! It 

was everything I thought it would be plus 
more! I’ve waited 42 years to get to see 

Skara Brae and boy was it worth the wait.”  
Guest, July ‘22
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In about 1800 BC, at around the time that the Middle Kingdom of Ancient Egypt was 
flourishing, an equally vigorous civilisation was leaving its mark on the far flung islands of the 
Outer Hebrides. In the company of a specialist guide we will tour a succession of sites, from 
Lewis in the north to Harris in the south. Highlights include the Bosta Iron Age Village and  
St Clement's Church at Rodel.

Standing Stones of Callanish

Day 1 Depart from our designated pick-up points 
(Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth, 
Inverness) and head north to Ullapool to catch the 
early evening ferry to Stornoway and our centrally 
located hotel. (D)
Day 2 We cross to the island of Great Bernera, 
where we visit Bosta Iron Age Village and the 
nearby museum. From here we travel to the 
5,000 year old Standing Stones of Callanish, 
undoubtedly the most remarkable antiquity in  
the Western Isles. In the afternoon we visit  
St Columba’s Ui Church, one of the most 
important archaeological sites on the  
Isle of Lewis. (B)
Day 3 Following breakfast we travel south to 
Harris, which in contrast to the rolling moorland 
of Lewis is more mountainous and fringed by 
superb white sandy beaches. Here we visit  

St Clement’s Church at Rodel, whose tombs are 
among the most spectacular in Scotland, followed 
by the Genealogy Centre at Northton, a chance 
to learn how island communites have evolved 
over the centuries. We continue to the ancient 
standing stone known as Clach Mhic Leoid, 
which overlooks the island of Taransay. Finally, we 
return to Stornoway and visit Lews Castle. (B)
Day 4 Today we discover the stunning scenery of 
Lewis as we take a journey through time from the 
Bronze and Iron Ages to the days of Norse 
settlement and the more recent past. Visits 
include Carloway Broch, Black Houses, Norse 
Mill and the standing stone Clach an Trushal. (B)
Day 5 We take the ferry from Stornoway to 
Ullapool then continue our journey home and 
return to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

WHAT’S INCLUDED 
 ► Four nights' bed & breakfast at the 3-star Royal 

Hotel, Stornoway
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout and all 

ferry crossings
 ► Services of an archaeological expert as tour 

manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
18 - 22 Jun  £995

Single Supplement £160

Activity Level: •••00 |  Tour code: BAOH

Ancient Stones of the 
   Outer Hebrides

5 DAYS FROM

£995

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the Ben 

Wyvis Hotel, Strathpeffer (or similar)
 ► One lunch
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
5 - 9 Jul  £895

Single Supplement £160

Activity Level: ••000 |  Tour code: BFNG

Gardens of the
   Far North
A journey to the far north of Scotland brings many rewards, not least the sense of freedom 
and open space to be found in the thrilling seascapes of the coasts or the vast, empty 
expanse of mountain and moorland that separates east from west. Rewards also come in the 
shape of some enchanting castles and gardens, which we have threaded together to bring 
out the best of this remote and unspoilt region.

Dunrobin Castle

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, 
Perth) and travel north, stopping en route in 
Pitlochry. We continue to the gardens of 
Cawdor Castle, near Nairn, immortalised by 
Shakespeare in Macbeth. The gardens include 
herbaceous borders and a pretty peony walk. (D)
Day 2 This morning, we visit Dunrobin Castle, 
the château-style ancestral home of the Dukes of 
Sutherland, whose gardens are laid out on 
terraces that descend to the sea. Next, we 
continue to John O’Groats and the Castle of 
Mey, the much loved former home of Her 
Majesty The Queen Mother. (B, D)
Day 3 After breakfast, we drive through some 
magnificent mountain scenery to Dundonnell 
House Garden and then Inverewe, one of the 
most outstanding gardens in Scotland. (B, D)

Day 4 The first stop of our day is at Dunbeath 
Castle, where we tour its private gardens. They 
feature mature and new plantings, with a 
landscaped lake, water and bog gardens, a formal 
garden, rhododendrons and a woodland walk. 
Later, we explore the private gardens at Langwell, 
a beautiful old walled garden with spectacular 
borders situated in the secluded Langwell Strath. 
(B, D)
Day 5 En route home, we visit the House of 
Aigas and enjoy a lunch prepared with fresh 
estate produce. Our final visit is to Abriachan 
Gardens, near Drumnadrochit, where you will 
have the added benefit of being able to purchase 
plants from the adjoining nursery. We continue to 
our original pick-up points. (B, L)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

5 DAYS FROM

£895

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 

comfortable Isle of Mull Hotel & Spa, Craignure
 ► One packed lunch 
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel and all ferry crossings
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
10 - 13 May  £1,045
25 - 28 Jul  £1,095
30 Sep - 3 Oct  £1,045

Single Supplement £375

Activity Level: •0000 |  Tour code: BMSI

4 DAYS FROM

£1,045

Mull, Staffa 
   and Iona
The Isle of Mull is a place of tumbling burns, high peaks, dramatic views, and a silent, lonely 
beauty. From our base at the comfortable Isle of Mull Hotel & Spa, we will explore some 
of the highlights of the island. The multi-coloured buildings that line the waterfront of the 
island’s principal town, Tobermory, will be familiar to many. From here, we sail on a wildlife 
cruise that takes us to the Treshnish Isles, home to thousands of seabirds including puffins, 
and the little island of Staffa, whose natural cathedral of basalt columns is one of the 
wonders of the west coast. 
We also see Duart Castle, the 13th century home of the Chief of Clan MacLean, which 
enjoys stunning views across the Firth of Lorne to Ben Cruachan. Lying just off the Ross of 
Mull, the sacred isle of Iona is famous the world over for its peaceful abbey, a place of calm 
and contemplation.

Fingal’s Cave

St. Martin’s Cross, Iona Abbey

Tobermory

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Aberdeen, Stonehaven, Forfar, Dundee, 
Perth, Kinross, Dunfermline, Edinburgh, Glasgow) 
and head for Oban, where we board the late 
afternoon ferry to Mull. (D)
Day 2 Today we will drive through the spectacular 
scenery of the Ross of Mull to Fionnphort, from 
where we cross as foot passengers to the ‘sacred 
isle’ of Iona. Here you have the opportunity to 
visit the Abbey and wander over the island, taking 
in the atmosphere of calm and contemplation 
which attracts visitors from all over the world.  
(B, D)
Day 3 This morning, we depart for Tobermory, 
the island’s ‘capital’, whose multi-hued buildings 
lining the waterfront will be familiar from a 
hundred calendars. This is the starting point for 
our wildlife cruise to the Treshnish Isles and 
Staffa, during which we can expect sightings of 
Whales, Dolphins, Basking Sharks, Puffins and Sea 
Eagles. After a one hour sail, we land on the idyllic 
Isle of Lunga, the largest of the Treshnish Isles. 
Surrounded by wildflowers and stunning scenery, 
the main attraction that can be seen close up is 
the large Puffin colony nesting in burrows in the 

grassy hillside. These comical birds are incredibly 
inquisitive and will come within a few metres of 
you. Lunga is also a popular habitat to an ever 
increasing number of Guillemot, Razorbill, 
Kittiwake, Fulmar, Shag, Great Skua and a Seal 
colony. Next, we take the short crossing to the 
geological wonder of Staffa, which was formed 
by volcanic eruptions over 50 million years ago. 
We have a chance to explore the island and the 
massive natural cathedral known as Fingal’s 
Cave, following in the footsteps of illustrious 
tourists from Sir Walter Scott and Robert Louis 
Stevenson to Jules Verne and Queen Victoria.  
(B, L, D)
Day 4 Following breakfast, we visit Duart Castle, 
the 13th century home of the Chief of Clan 
MacLean. We can explore the dungeons, the 
state rooms and appreciate the strategic position 
of the castle from the top of the keep. We take a 
short ferry crossing and enjoy a drive through the 
magnificent mountain scenery of Morvern, before 
crossing Loch Linnhe and continuing to our 
original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

“Overall the holiday was excellent. The program 
of events for each day was well managed and 
our hotel was comfortable, the staff were lovely, 
friendly and helpful.” 
Guest, June ‘22

“The tour was very good, excellent tour 
manager Mary, and Christine the driver. I 

particularly enjoyed the visit to Duart Castle. 
Hotel was also very good and food too.” 

Guest, September ‘22

“This was my first coach tour holiday and my 
first as a solo traveller. From the moment I was 
greeted by the tour manager and driver at the 
pick-up point I relaxed. The tour programme 
was very well organised and ran smoothly 
throughout.” Guest, September ‘22
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WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast at the 

Port Askaig Hotel, Islay
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel and all ferry crossings
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
15 - 19 May  £1,295
5 - 9 Jun  £1,245
10 - 14 Jul  £1,245
11 - 15 Sep  £1,195

Single Supplement £200
Optional excursion:
Colonsay £55

Activity Level: •0000 |  Tour code: BIJA

Islay 
   and Jura
Islay represents the southern extreme of the Inner Hebrides. Once the ancient home of 
the Lord of the Isles, it has always been popular with archaeologists and historians. Today 
the island is perhaps better known for its distinctive malt whiskies, its sandy beaches and 
its diverse birdlife. While we are here we visit the Bowmore Distillery, the oldest distillery 
on the island, and Loch Gruinart RSPB Nature Reserve, where we will hopefully have the 
opportunity to see many bird species.

Port Charlotte, Islay

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Dundee, Perth, Kinross, Dunfermline, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow) and catch the ferry from 
Kennacraig to Port Askaig, Islay. Upon arrival we 
transfer to our hotel, which overlooks the harbour. 
(D)
Day 2 Our first stop will be at Loch Finlaggan, 
which was once the centre of the ‘Lordship of the 
Isles’. We then enjoy a guided tour of Bowmore 
Distillery before visiting the Museum of Islay 
Life. Our final stop of the day will be at Loch 
Gruinart RSPB Nature Reserve where we will 
have an introductory talk and view many species 
of seabirds. (B, D)
Day 3 Following breakfast, you are free to explore 
Islay. Alternatively, you may wish to join our 
optional excursion to Colonsay, where we visit 

the gardens of Colonsay House and Kiloran 
Bay, the most famous of Colonsay’s beaches, a 
crescent of sand over a mile long with waves 
rolling in from the Atlantic Ocean. (B, D)
Day 4 This morning we travel to the neighbouring 
island of Jura, which has a record of habitation 
stretching back over 5,000 years. We enjoy a 
scenic tour before having some free time in 
Craighouse, the main settlement on the island 
with a shop, tearoom and Jura’s distillery. (B, D)
Day 5 We leave Islay this morning and make our 
way home, stopping at the picturesque village of 
Inveraray, before returning to our original 
pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Can any three place names evoke the joys of Scotland’s great outdoors more succinctly 
than these? Stornoway, a stronghold of Gaelic culture; Skye, one of the most popular island 
destinations in Scotland and the Summer Isles – well, the very name says it all. Gairloch

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, 
Perth) and head north to our comfortable hotel in 
Gairloch, via Strathbran, Loch Maree and some 
spectacular mountain scenery. (D)
Day 2 Transfer to Ullapool where we will board 
the MV Summer Queen for our Summer Isles 
Cruise. We hope to see basking seals, shags and 
cormorants nesting inside Cathedral Cave and 
sail past Tanera Mhor, the only inhabited island 
within the group, which is currently closed to 
visitors while undergoing extensive renovations. 
We will enjoy the views towards the Outer 
Hebrides (weather permitting) then weave our way 
back to Ullapool. On the way back to our hotel, 
we will call in at Inverewe Gardens, 
unquestionably one of the most outstanding 
gardens in the country. The northern road into 
Inverewe is spectacular – towering mountains and 
breath-taking vistas. (B, D)

Day 3 We catch the little ferry to Handa Island 
where you’ll be free to explore the island at 
leisure. Look out for masses of seabirds, a 
profusion of wildflowers and the remains of an 
abandoned village. (B, D)
Day 4 This morning we catch the ferry to 
Stornoway. On arrival we visit the Lews Castle 
and Museum and the historic St Columba’s Ui 
Church. It was the main church during the 
medieval period and is a burial place for the 
Macleod chiefs and the Mackenzies who 
controlled the island in later years. (B, D)
Day 5 We travel to the west coast of Lewis for 
visits to the 5,000-year-old Standing Stones of 
Callanish, the Black Houses at Gearrannan, the 
exceptionally well preserved Carloway Broch 
and the Norse Mill at Shawbost. (B, D)
Day 6 Catch the morning ferry to Uig on Skye 
and return to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Stornoway, Skye
   and the Summer Isles

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Five nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: three nights 

at the Gairloch Hotel and two nights at the 
Caladh Inn, Stornoway

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel and all ferry crossings
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
31 May - 5 Jun  £1,145
23 - 28 Aug  £1,195

Single Supplement £250

Activity Level: •••00 |  Tour code: BSSS

5 DAYS FROM

£1,195

6 DAYS FROM

£1,145

LOW SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

On the northern edge of Scotland, where ancient rock meets restless sea, the views are 
among the most spectacular to be found in the British Isles. Dunnet Head in particular, 
the most northerly point on the mainland, offers extensive sea views, as do the cliffs at 
Duncansby Head. Following much of the North Coast 500 route, our tour also takes in  
John O’Groats and the late Queen Mother’s Castle of Mey; the impressive Smoo Cave and 
the little island of Handa, home to a multitude of sea birds and the remains of a  
long-abandoned village. 

Duncansby Head

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, 
Perth, Inverness) and head to our hotel in Thurso. 
(D)
Day 2 This morning, we visit Duncansby Head, 
which offers stunning views from the cliff top. 
After a brief stop at John O’ Groats, the landmark 
at the “end of the road”, we continue to the 
Castle of Mey, former holiday home of the late 
Queen Mother, and Dunnet Head, which boasts 
some of the most extensive views in northern 
Scotland. (B, D)
Day 3 We travel to Tongue, where we have some 
free time for lunch before we visit the impressive 
Smoo Cave then continue to our hotel in 
Kinlochbervie. (B, D)

Day 4 We travel south to Tarbet, the starting point 
for our boat trip to the island of Handa. As we 
walk round the island, look out for seabirds such 
as guillemots, razorbills, great and arctic skuas to 
name but a few. In addition to the birdlife, there 
are also the archaeological remains of an old 
village which was inhabited until 1847 and an 
array of wild flowers. (B, D)
Day 5 We journey home today, travelling via 
Laxford Bridge, Loch More, Loch Shin, Lairg, 
Bonar Bridge and finally Tain. We return to our 
original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Scotland’s
   Northern Edge

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: two nights 

at the 3-star Station Hotel, Thurso (or similar) 
and two nights at the 3-star Kinlochbervie Hotel 

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
13 - 17 Jun  £925
8 - 12 Aug  £895
12 - 16 Sep  £895
3 - 7 Oct  £845

Single Supplement £90

Activity Level: ••000 |  Tour code: BSNE

Scotland’s
   Extreme North West
The rugged and remote north-west coast of Scotland takes on a majestic character in the 
early spring and autumn months as Mother Nature lays on a spectacular display of beauty. 
The coastal views and landscapes are breathtaking and the warmth of our highland hotel is 
very welcoming at these times of year.

Day 1 We depart from our designated  
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, 
Kinross, Perth, Inverness) and head north for 
Kinlochbervie on the tip of the north west 
coastline and our accommodation at the 
Kinlochbervie Hotel, which overlooks the fishing 
harbour and the open sea beyond. (D)
Day 2 Today we travel south into Assynt, an 
extraordinary landscape of vast, undulating 
moorland studded with hundreds of freshwater 
lochans. We will spend some time in Lochinver, a 
large village with a busy harbour, set on the shores 
of Loch Inver with superb views inland to the 
famous mountain of Suilven. Though relatively 
small in Scottish terms at 2389ft, Suilven presents 
a fearsome sight with its seemingly 
unconquerable summit, which we can expect to 
be flecked with snow. (B, D) 

Day 3 This morning we will have a walk along the 
beach at Oldshoremore, one of the most 
beautiful in Scotland, before travelling up the 
single track road and through spectacular scenery 
to Durness, where we will visit the beautiful old 
church graveyard of Balnakeil. We will also visit 
the wonderful chocolatier at Cocoa Mountain 
where you have the opportunity to buy the finest 
hot chocolate drink anywhere in the world 
(official!). We also visit the impressive Smoo Cave 
and travel by Loch Eribol and the old Norse 
settlement of Tongue. (B, D)
Day 4 We begin our homeward journey, which 
takes us through more splendid scenery as we 
travel via Laxford Bridge, Loch More, Loch Shin 
and Lairg, crossing high moorland and secluded 
straths. We continue via Bonar Bridge and Tain 
and return to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 

3-star Kinlochbervie Hotel
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
25 - 28 Apr  £595
10 - 13 Oct  £575

Single Supplement £120

Activity Level: ••000 |  Tour code: BXNW

5 DAYS FROM

£845

4 DAYS FROM

£575

Smoo Cave

“Very enjoyable, very well organised and run, 
exceedingly good staff - tour manager and 
coach driver, excellent site visits and general 
locations, hotels well chosen with good 
facilities, comfortable daily travel and well 
planned days.” 
Guest, October ‘22

“Our travel experience to the Isles of Islay and 
Jura was exceptional. The beauty of the 
landscape, abundant wildlife and hospitality of 
the islanders was truly a one-of-a-kind 
experience.” 
Guest, September ‘22

“We enjoyed our trip with Brightwater, and 
would certainly consider joining another trip at 
a future date.” 
Ms O’Sullivan, June ‘22

“Amazing and different scenery. Brilliant tour 
manager with wide range of knowledge of the 
area.” Guest, October ‘21
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Highland Explorer:
   Skye and the Far North

Highland
   Wildlife Safari

A classic coach tour of Scotland awaits as we travel north into the Cairngorms, north west to 
Gairloch, further on into the wilds of Assynt and on to the glorious beach at Achmelvich. We 
also enjoy a full day on the stunning isle of Skye, during which we explore the colourful town 
of Portree. Other visits include the Glenfinnan Viaduct, timed to coincide with a passing 
steam train.

Portree

Scotland’s natural environment is second to none with a more diverse range of habitats  
than almost any other country of comparable size. This tour of the Highlands aims to 
provide close encounters with a wide range of wildlife, all set against a backdrop of 
magnificent scenery.

Red Squirrel

Dolphin

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, 
Perth) for the Loch of the Lowes Wildlife 
Reserve, where the star attraction is a pair of 
breeding ospreys. We continue to the Highland 
Wildlife Park, near Aviemore, which has an 
extensive collection of both native and exotic 
animals. (D)
Day 2 We make our way to Inverness, capital of 
the Highlands, where we will leave for our 
Dolphin Cruise and head out onto the Moray 
Firth. We hope to see a variety of bird life such as 
terns, gannets, fulmars, razorbills, kittiwakes, red 
kites and ospreys, and a variety of wading birds on 
the shoreline. We later visit the House of Aigas 
Field Centre near Beauly. Here we will enjoy 
lunch using produce from the estate before 
embarking on a guided walk around the estate to 
view the beaver dam, Scottish Wildcat project and 
other native wildlife such as red squirrels. (B, L, D)

Day 3 After breakfast we travel through some 
glorious mountain scenery to Loch Maree, where 
we enjoy a gentle woodland walk at the Beinn 
Eighe National Nature Reserve. It is the oldest 
nature reserve in Britain comprising 10,500 acres 
and it was established in 1951. In the afternoon, we 
visit Inverewe Gardens, unquestionably 
recognised as one of the most outstanding 
gardens in the country with a host of botanical 
specimens both native and exotic. (B, D)
Day 4 We visit the Abernethy National Nature 
Reserve at Loch Garten, where we hope to see a 
number of different birds, including the crested tit, 
crossbills and ospreys. Our final stop is at 
Pitlochry Dam and Fish Ladder, an opportunity 
to see salmon passing upstream on the River 
Tummel. An interesting new visitor centre tells the 
story of the construction of the dam. We return to 
our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Five nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: three 

nights at the Gairloch Hotel and two nights at a 
comfortable hotel in the Fort William area

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary 
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
2 - 7 Jun  £895
21 - 26 Jul  £895
1 - 6 Sep  £875

Single Supplement £195

Activity Level: •0000 |  Tour code: BHEX

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 

Craiglynne Hotel, Speyside (or similar)
 ► One lunch 
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
23 - 26 Jun  £755
21 - 24 Jul  £775

Single Supplement £90

Activity Level: •••00 |  Tour code: BHWS

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, 
Perth) and head north for the Cairngorms 
National Park and the ancient pine forest of the 
Rothiemurchus estate. A gentle walk takes us to 
Loch an Eilein, where a picturesque ruined castle 
is perched on an island in the small loch. We 
continue to our hotel in Gairloch with its 
panoramic views to the Isle of Skye. (D)
Day 2 A full day excursion to the Isle of Skye, 
travelling via the pretty village of Plockton. As we 
drive across Skye, look out for the distinctively 
shaped island of Raasay and the dramatic peaks 
of the Cuillin Mountains. We arrive in the 
principal town of Portree, the epitome of a 
Hebridean port with colourful houses lining the 
harbour side before heading back to our hotel, via 
Lochcarron. (B, D)

Day 3 Enjoy a scenic tour that takes us from Loch 
Broom to Ullapool and on to Assynt, an 
extraordinary landscape of vast, beautiful 
deserted beaches. (B, D)
Day 4 Today we head south, travelling via the 
shores of Loch Ness, with its carefully cultivated 
monster myth, and bustling Fort Augustus, 
bisected by the Caledonian Canal, to Fort 
William on the shores of Loch Linnhe in the 
shadow of Ben Nevis. (B, D)
Day 5 We head west to Mallaig, running parallel 
with the railway line, with a stop at the 
Glenfinnan Viaduct timed to coincide with the 
passing steam train for a unique photo 
opportunity. (B, D)
Day 6 Today we travel via Glen Coe and Loch 
Earn to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

6 DAYS FROM

£875

LOW SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

4 DAYS FROM

£755

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 3-star 

Kinloch Hotel, Blackwaterfoot 
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel and all ferry crossings
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
29 May - 2 Jun  £895
19 - 23 Jun  £895
21 - 25 Aug  £895
11 - 15 Sep  £895

Single Supplement £180
Optional excursion:
Gigha £55

Activity Level: •0000 |  Tour code: BARR

5 DAYS FROM

£895

Arran,
   Scotland in Miniature
As you board the ferry at Ardrossan, you see the distinctive silhouette of Goat Fell rising 
dramatically from the clear waters of the Firth of Clyde giving a foretaste of your destination 
whose unique magic never disappoints. Often described as “Scotland in Miniature”, Arran 
has a blend of Highland and Island scenery with granite peaks and deep glens to the north of 
the island, contrasting with its rolling and lush farmlands to the south.
Only 56 miles around its coastline, the small villages are compared to ‘jewels on a necklace’ 
strung out like pearls around the island. From Blackwaterfoot we will visit Whiting Bay, 
Lamlash, Brodick - the capital of Arran, the pretty village of Corrie under the shadow of 
Goat Fell and Sannox before passing the ‘12 Apostles’ at Lochranza. The Gardens of Brodick 
Castle leave a lasting impression, the setting is staggering and its garden is a mass of colour 
at any time of the year.

Brodick Castle Garden

Brodick Castle

Isle of Arran

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Aberdeen, Stonehaven, Forfar, Dundee, 
Perth, Kinross, Dunfermline, Edinburgh, Glasgow) 
and head to Ardrossan for our ferry to Arran and 
transfer to our hotel in Blackwaterfoot. (D)
Day 2 Today we have a circular tour of Arran. 
From Blackwaterfoot we will visit Whiting Bay, 
Lamlash, Brodick - the capital of Arran; Corrie 
and Sannox under the shadow of Goat Fell and 
other mountains, and then down the west coast to 
Catacol and Pirnmill with its ‘12 Apostles’. Also 
included today is a visit to the Isle of Arran 
Distillery, where we will have an opportunity for 
lunch (not included), followed by a tour of the 
distillery and a taste of the finished product. (B, D)
Day 3 Explore at your leisure or take an optional 
excursion to the little Hebridean island of Gigha. 
Nestling close to the mainland just off the Kintyre 
peninsula, this is a gem of an island often 
overlooked by the island-hopper. Here, we pay a 
visit to Achamore Gardens, the former home of 
the Horlick family. Sir James Horlick (of bedtime 
drink fame) came here in 1944 and started to 
create a woodland garden (B, D)

Day 4 This morning we have included a visit to 
the Brodick Castle and Gardens. Brodick Castle 
occupies a splendid position, well protected from 
westerly winds and looking east across the Firth of 
Clyde.  The present garden dates from 1932 when 
the Duchess of Montrose started an ambitious 
woodland garden with a collection of 
rhododendrons. From the castle, paths wind 
downhill towards the seashore, and in a shady 
place there is a fernery and a delightful Bavarian 
summer house embellished with rustic work and 
lovely inlaid panels of pinecones. A walled 
garden, dating from 1710, has been restored and 
mixed borders on three sides retain the gardener’s 
interest throughout the year. (B, D)
Day 5 After breakfast, we catch the morning ferry 
to Ardrossan and return to our original pick-up 
points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

“I had always wanted to go to Arran and now that I have been what an 
experience it was to be on such a beautiful island. Maureen the tour 

manager was excellent in highlighting all the points and places of 
interest on the 56 mile tour round the island including birds, standing 

stones, castles, seals and so much more .” 
Ms Campbell, June ‘22



24 25Brightwater Holidays | Scotland 2023 01334 766 099 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com

The MV Lord of the Glens, with its 27 beautifully appointed state cabins, sails between 
Inverness, Fort Augustus and Oban.
We begin at Inverness and cruise Loch Ness to Fort Augustus. The vessel is then lifted by a 
series of locks to peaceful Loch Oich and continues to Banavie in the shadow of Ben Nevis. 
Here, we see Thomas Telford’s engineering masterpiece – Neptune’s Staircase, a series of 
eight inter-connected locks that take vessels back to sea-level near Fort William. We then 
sail out into the sea and cruise to Mull and Oban, where the voyage concludes. In between 
our cruising, there is also a full programme of shore excursions, which include a train 
journey, a visit to the Glenfinnan Monument, and visits to both Duart Castle and Tobermory.

Lord of the Glens

Glenfinnan Viaduct

Tobermory

Day 1 Travel under our own arrangement to 
Inverness, where we embark the MV Lord of the 
Glens. This evening, we join the crew for a 
welcome drinks reception. (D)
Day 2 Cruise the length of mysterious Loch Ness 
with a photo opportunity at Castle Urquhart and 
time to explore Fort Augustus. (FB)
Day 3 Continue through sections of the 
Caledonian Canal and peaceful lochs before we 
take a train across the iconic Glenfinnan Viaduct 
and visit the Glenfinnan Monument. (FB)

Day 4 Negotiate Neptune’s Staircase then 
cruise Loch Linnhe to Tobermory on the Isle of 
Mull. (FB)
Day 5 Visit Duart Castle on Mull then sail over to 
Oban, where we visit the fantastic whisky distillery. 
(FB)
Day 6 Today we disembark and transfer by coach 
back to Inverness. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, FB: Full Board, D: Dinner

Lord of the Glens -
   Highlands and Islands

WHAT’S INCLUDED 
 ► Five nights’ accommodation in a lower, middle 

or upper deck twin en-suite cabin on a full 
board basis

 ► Shore excursions as described in the itinerary
 ► Return coach transfers from Inverness

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
Oban to Inverness
16 - 21 Apr 
Lower Deck   £1,670
Middle Deck  £1,920
Upper Deck   £2,195
2023
Inverness to Oban
21 - 26 Apr 
Lower Deck  £1,670
Middle Deck  £1,920
Upper Deck   £2,195

Single Supplement  from £900

Activity Level: •0000 |  Tour code: BLGS

6 DAYS FROM

£1,670

WHAT’S INCLUDED 
 ► Seven nights’ accommodation in a lower, 

middle or upper deck twin en-suite cabin on a 
full board basis

 ► Shore excursions as described in the itinerary
 ► Return coach transfers from Inverness

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh
15 - 22 May 
Lower Deck   £2,595
Middle Deck   £3,145
Upper Deck  £3,645
4 - 11 Sep
Lower Deck  £2,695
Middle Deck  £3,245
Upper Deck  £3,745
2023
Kyle of Lochalsh to Inverness
25 Sep - 2 Oct
Lower Deck  £2,595
Middle Deck  £3,145
Upper Deck  £3,645
9 - 16 Oct 
Lower Deck  £2,595
Middle Deck  £3,145
Upper Deck  £3,645

Single Supplement  from £1,500

Activity Level: •0000 |  Tour code: BLGE

A slightly longer version of the Highlands and Islands tour to the left, this 8-day edition 
includes everything on the other itinerary, but also features an excursion to Eilean Donan 
Castle as well as time to visit the tiny island of Eigg. This latter destination offers a sense 
of what life is like for the 90 people who live there. There is also a visit to the Clan Donald 
Centre and Gardens on the Isle of Skye.

Neptune’s Staircase

Day 1 Travel under our own arrangement to 
Inverness, where we embark the MV Lord of the 
Glens. Later, we join the crew for a welcome 
drinks reception. (D)
Day 2 Enjoy an excursion to the National Trust of 
Scotland’s Visitor Centre at Culloden and the 
Clava Cairns. Later we set sail on the Caledonian 
Canal built between 1803 and 1822 to connect 
with the four lochs of the Great Glen. En route 
we pass Urquhart Castle before arriving at Fort 
Augustus. (FB)
Day 3 The vessel descends Neptune’s Staircase 
before we arrive in Corpach. Later, we depart by 
train on the West Highland Railway, travelling 
over the Glenfinnan Viaduct. (FB)

Day 4 We journey to Oban and upon arrival, we 
walk up to McCaigs Tower. (FB)
Day 5 We sail to Craignure, pausing for 
photographs in front of Duart Castle. We head to 
the Isle of Iona and then it’s on to Tobermory. 
(FB)
Day 6 Visit the tiny island of Eigg and then the 
village of Inverie on Loch Nevis. (FB)
Day 7 Sail across the Sound of Sleat to 
Armadale on the Isle of Skye. Here we visit the 
Clan Donald Centre, before we sail to Kyle of 
Lochalsh to visit Eilean Donan Castle. (FB)
Day 8 Transfer by coach to Inverness. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, FB: Full Board, D: Dinner

Urquhart Castle, Loch Ness

Lord of the Glens -
   Heart of the Highlands

8 DAYS FROM

£2,595

Clava Cairns

INVERNESS EXTENSION FROM £95
Why not extend your holiday with a pre or post 
4-star hotel stay from just £95 per person including 
breakfast, in the vibrant city of Inverness? Take a 
relaxing stroll along the banks of the River Ness or 
admire the views from the top of Inverness Castle. 
Watch the world go by from a local boutique style 
café or soak up the atmosphere in a lively Scottish 
pub with some traditional music and a wee dram 
of whisky. Inverness is the ideal location to further 
explore the Highlands and to compliment the sights 
and sounds of your stunning Lord of the Glens 
cruise.

INVERNESS EXTENSION FROM £95
Why not extend your holiday with a 4-star hotel 
stay? See page 24 for further details.

“I thoroughly enjoyed my adventure on The 
Lord of the Glens. I now feel refreshed and my 
batteries have been recharged. Thank you all” 

Guest, ‘22



26 27Brightwater Holidays | Scotland 2023 01334 766 099 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com

LOW SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

4 DAYS FROM

£595

Scenic 
   Scottish Railways

Loco No 46512 heads out of Broomhill

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, 
Perth) and travel by coach to Aviemore and the 
Strathspey Railway. We will board the maroon-
liveried coaches which will evoke memories of 
train journeys in the 1950s and 60s and the train 
will be hauled by a lovingly restored steam 
locomotive. The line crosses heather covered 
moorland with the Cairngorm Mountains 
beyond and the train stops at at Boat of Garten 
and Broomhill, which doubled as ‘Glenbogle’ in 
the popular BBC TV series, Monarch of the Glen. 
The train will then return to Aviemore, from where 
we continue our journey by coach to our hotel. (D)
Day 2 We transfer to Inverness and board the 
morning diesel train service to Wick. The line 
takes us along the shores of the Cromarty and 
Dornoch Firths, looping round by Lairg and back 
to the coast, passing the former junction with the 
Dornoch branch at The Mound. From Golspie the 
line follows the spectacular coastline as far as 
Helmsdale, where it turns inland, pausing at 
remote stations such as Forsinard and Altnabreac, 
before reaching Georgemas Junction, the most 
northerly railway junction in Britain. The driver 
changes ends here to take the train to Thurso 
before we continue to the terminus at Wick. On 
arrival here we will re-join our coach and return to 
our hotel by the more direct but equally scenic 
coastal route. (B, D)

Day 3 We depart once again by diesel train from 
Inverness, this time diverging at Dingwall and 
heading for Kyle of Lochalsh, travelling over 
what is often considered to be the most scenic of 
all Scotland’s railway lines. In the afternoon we 
explore the iconic 13th century castle of Eilean 
Donan. This must be one of the most 
photographed castles in Scotland, with its 
impossibly romantic setting on Loch Duich. (B, D)
Day 4 After an early breakfast we check out of 
the hotel and travel via Loch Laggan to Fort 
William, where we join ‘The Jacobite’ steam train 
and experience one of the most memorable and 
spectacular railway journeys in the world – to 
Mallaig on the famous ‘Road to the Isles’. ‘The 
Jacobite’ combines the romance of the steam era 
with the opportunity to drink in the stunning views 
of this wild and historic part of Scotland. From the 
slopes of Ben Nevis the line runs through rugged 
mountains, past sea and inland lochs and onto the 
shores of the Atlantic at Mallaig. The route takes 
you over the massive Glenfinnan viaduct 
overlooking Loch Shiel, where Bonnie Prince 
Charlie raised his standard in 1745. After some 
free time in Mallaig we rejoin the train and return 
to Fort William. Thereafter we continue by coach 
to our original departure points where we expect 
to arrive late evening. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 

3-star Craiglynne Hotel, Speyside (or similar) 
 ► Comfortable coach and standard class rail travel 

throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DATES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
28 - 31 Jul  £675
15 - 18 Sep  £675
6 - 9 Oct  £595

Single Supplement £90

Activity Level: •0000 |  Tour code: BSSR

The Jacobite steam train

Eilean Donan Castle

The north of Scotland is blessed with some wonderfully scenic railway lines. The challenge 
of building railways through difficult terrain was taken up by the great engineers of the 
Victorian age. Their legacy is in the sweeping curves and majestic viaducts of the single-
track lines which cross wild moors and lonely glens. Highlights on this short break include 
a visit to the much-photographed Eilean Donan Castle, a ride aboard the Jacobite steam 
train that takes us over the iconic Glenfinnan Viaduct and a visit to Boat of Garten on the 
Strathspey Line, which provides an authentic taste of the days of steam.

Scenic Journeys of the 
   Highlands and Islands

Jacobite train

Day 1 Assemble at Glasgow Queen Street Station 
where our tour begins, as we depart for Fort 
William, a a particularly scenic journey on the 
West Highland Line. Before long we are running 
along the shores of the Firth of Clyde, followed by 
views over Gareloch and Loch Long on our left 
and Loch Lomond on our right. The line 
continues through Glen Falloch before traversing 
the ‘Horseshoe Curve’ and crossing the 
wilderness of Rannoch Moor. On reaching Glen 
Spean the line turns west and heads down to Fort 
William on the shores of Loch Linnhe, beneath 
the towering bulk of Ben Nevis.(D)
Day 2 Enjoy a day of coastal and island scenery 
as we drive down to Oban and take the ferry to 
Mull to visit Duart Castle. We then drive to 
Tobermory with its colourful waterfront for some 
free time. Later, we cross by ferry to Morvern en 
route to Fort William. (B, D)
Day 3 This morning we begin with a look at the 
Caledonian Canal, built by Thomas Telford 
between 1803 and 1822, and in particular 
Neptune’s Staircase, an impressive series of 
eight inter-connected locks that lowers vessels 
step-by-step to sea level. We then enjoy a cruise 
on Loch Linnhe and take a scenic drive through 
the magnificent mountain scenery of Glen Coe, 
an accident volcanic caldera. The haunting beauty 
of the glen is unrivalled in Scotland. (B, D) 

Day 4 Today we journey back in time on the 
Jacobite steam train and experience one of the 
most spectacular railway journeys in the world 
- the famous Fort William to Mallaig line. From 
the slopes of Ben Nevis, the route runs through 
rugged mountains and over the Glenfinnan 
Viaduct. We return to Fort William later in the 
afternoon we drive through the Great Glen and 
along the shores of Loch Ness to Inverness. (B, D)
Day 5 The second boat trip of our holiday is 
enjoyed today as we cruise on Loch Ness, the 
largest volume of fresh water in the British Isles. 
We will also enjoy views of the ruins of Urquhart 
Castle, and in the afternoon, we’ll transfer to the 
shores of the Moray Firth where we hope to spot 
the resident pod of dolphins. (B, D)
Day 6 Using the scheduled diesel train service 
from Inverness, our route takes us through Strath 
Bran and the isolated little station at Achnasheen, 
on into Strath Carron to the head of Loch Carron, 
passing Stromeferry, the one-time terminus of the 
line, before we reach the current terminus at Kyle 
of Lochalsh. This afternoon, we visit the iconic 
Eilean Donan Castle. (B, D)
Day 7 We board the Cairngorm funicular 
railway for sweeping views. Later, we’ll catch the 
train from Aviemore to Glasgow, where the group 
will disperse or make onward connections. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Tobermory

Jacobite Train

The Highlands and Islands of Scotland provide such a wealth of scenic journeys that it can 
be a daunting prospect to work out how best to take them all in. This tour aims to provide 
the answer to this Caledonian conundrum with an itinerary that ticks off a whole host of 
visual gems. At the same time it provides a series of relaxing, undemanding journeys driving 
through Glen Coe, travelling by train along the West Highland Line, a round trip on the 
historic Jacobite steam train and cruise along Loch Linnhe, in the shadow of Ben Nevis.

7 DAYS FROM

£1,595

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Six nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: three nights 

in the Fort William area and three nights in 
Inverness

 ► Comfortable coach travel, ferry crossings and 
standard class rail travel

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
16 - 22 Jun  £1,595
10 - 16 Sep  £1,595

Single Supplement  £395

Activity Level: •0000 |  Tour code: BSJH

“Professional, excellent time keeping, 
a knowledgeable tour manager who 

cared for everyone, safe coach driver. 
Hotel service was excellent.”  

Guest, October ‘22

“Lovely holiday with excellent tour manager, 
good hotels, driver and weather! ” 
Guest, September ‘22
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Scenic Journeys of 
   Argyll and Bute

Inveraray Castle

Day 1 Travel independently to Glasgow and 
assemble at Queen Street Station where we 
board the lunchtime train to Oban. The West 
Highland Line takes us along the shores of the 
Firth of Clyde, through Glen Falloch before 
joining the former Callander and Oban line and 
on to Dalmally, where we will leave the train and 
continue by coach to our hotel in Inveraray on 
the shores of Loch Fyne. (D)
Day 2 Today we depart on excursion to the little 
Hebridean island of Gigha. Nestling close to the 
mainland just off the Kintyre peninsula, this is a 
gem of an island often overlooked by the island 
hopper. Later, we continue to Achamore 
Gardens, the former home of the Horlick family. 
The mild climate combined with high levels of 
rainfall means that there is always something in 
bloom. (B, D)
Day 3 We take the ferry to the Isle of Bute. Here 
we visit the spectacular house and gardens of 
Mount Stuart, which is one of the largest, most 
spectacular High Victorian Gothic houses in 
Britain and yet one of the least known. The 
gardens were only opened to the general public 
for the first time in June 1995. These 300 acres of 
woodlands and gardens are a real treasure trove 
for the garden enthusiast. The temperate effect of 
the Gulf Stream on Bute ensures that there are 
always many exotic plants, palm trees and 

Mediterranean blooms to be seen here. There is a 
pavilion glasshouse in the grounds which nurtures 
rare species from the tropical rain forests of  
south-east Asia while native British plants thrive in 
the fertile soils and mild climate. (B, D)
Day 4 We begin at Ardkinglas, considered to be 
one of architect Sir Robert Lorimer’s masterpieces. 
Following a private tour of the house there will 
be time to look around the Woodland Gardens. 
Here huge conifers planted in the nineteenth 
century provide a high canopy for rhododendrons 
and other shrubs. This afternoon we have a 
guided tour of Inveraray Castle, the seat of the 
Duke of Argyll since the 17th century. (B, D)
Day 5 This morning we visit the National Trust for 
Scotland’s garden at Arduaine, full of the most 
magnificent plants. It is most rewarding to keep 
going to the viewpoint which gives an exquisite 
panorama of the calm waters of Loch Melfort 
below. After a farewell lunch, we drive north to 
Oban and take the afternoon train along the West 
Highland Line back to Glasgow Queen Street. 
This will give us the opportunity to enjoy the 
section of track between Oban and Dalmally, 
which takes us along the shores of Loch Etive and 
Loch Awe, at the head of which lies Kilchurn 
Castle, before re-tracing our route back to 
Glasgow (B, L)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Mount Stuart

Kilchurn Castle

The West Highland Line from Glasgow to Oban is one of the most scenic in Scotland, and 
unjustly receives less attention than the more famous routes. Here there are many visual 
delights to enjoy, such as the views over Loch Long and Loch Lomond, the remote Glen 
Douglas, and the dramatic ruins of Kilchurn Castle. Enjoy the two island gems of little 
Gigha, home to Achamore Gardens, and the isle of Bute, where we find one of the most 
extravagant stately homes in the British Isles.

5 DAYS FROM

£1,045

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 3-star 

Inveraray Inn, Loch Fyne
 ► One lunch
 ► Comfortable coach travel, ferry crossings and 

standard class rail travel
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
6 - 10 Jun  £1,045
18 - 22 Jul  £1,045
5 - 9 Sep  £1,045

Single Supplement £180

Activity Level: •0000 |  Tour code: BSAB

Blair Castle

Dunrobin Castle

Cawdor Castle

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, 
Perth) and head north to Blair Castle, home to 
some of the finest views in Scotland, not to 
mention the only private army in Britain. A private 
guided tour of the Castle has been arranged, 
after which we enjoy a light lunch. (L, D)
Day 2 Today we venture into Speyside as we visit 
Ballindalloch Castle, a privately owned castle 
that is a much-loved home and has been 
continuously lived in by the original family since 
the 16th century. Here we discover a treasure 
trove of antique furniture, ceramics and paintings 
and a delightful garden. (B, D)
Day 3 We travel north into Sutherland this 
morning for a full day at Dunrobin Castle, which 
appears to have been plucked from the Loire 
Valley and planted on the shores of the Moray 
Firth. We enjoy a visit to the castle and formal 
gardens as well as a captivating falconry display. 
(B, D)

Day 4 Two historic castles feature today, 
beginning at blush-coloured Brodie. Situated in 
acres of mellow Moray countryside, this castle has 
been the ancestral home of the Brodie clan for 
over 400 years. There is a notable collection of 
furniture, ceramic and artwork on display, as well 
as an extensive collection of over 6,000 books. 
Then we head to Cawdor, immortalised in 
Shakespeare’s Macbeth and today home to a 
magnificent garden. Lady Cawdor will host a 
drinks reception and share her experiences as a 
chatelaine. (B, D)
Day 5 Descending from the Highlands we 
conclude in the historic surroundings of Scone 
Palace. Here we have a guided tour of the 
gardens and we’ll also explore the palace that is 
home to a fine collection of antiques, painting 
and extraordinary artefacts as well enjoying a 
delicious lunch. Later, we continue south to our 
original pick-up points. (B, L)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

WHAT’S INCLUDED 
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 

4-star Grant Arms Hotel, Grantown-on-Spey
 ► Two lunches
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
17 - 21 May  £1,095
28 Jul - 1 Aug  £1,095
23 - 27 Sep  £1,095

Single Supplement  £240

Activity Level: •0000 |  Tour code: BPHL

This tour takes us through some of the most stunning and dramatic landscapes of Scotland. 
We head north to the charming village of Blair Atholl, where we find Blair Castle nestled in 
the secluded Perthshire countryside. The castle is the ancestral home to Clan Murray and 
the historical seat of the Dukes of Atholl. We then skirt around the western edge of the 
Cairngorms National Park to the capital of the Scottish Highlands, Inverness.
From here we have a compilation of castles on our itinerary including the privately owned 
Ballindalloch Castle, the château-style Dunrobin Castle and blush-coloured Brodie Castle. 
The highlight of the tour is our visit to Cawdor Castle, immortalised in William Shakespeare’s 
Macbeth as the scene of King Duncan’s murder. We are delighted to be joined here by 
Lady Cawdor for a private drinks reception, when we will find out what life in the castle 
is really like. Our final visit is to Scone Palace, which during its history has been the seat 
of parliaments as well as the crowning place of the Kings of Scots. Here we will be joined 
by Head Gardener (and ‘Beechgrove Garden’ presenter) Brian Cunningham for a private 
guided tour of the gardens followed by lunch.

5 DAYS FROM

£1,095

Castles and Palaces 
   of the Highlands

“It was well organised. All our visits started on time and went 
exactly to plan. Our tour manager Alastair Walker looked after us 
very well indeed. He is so personable and knows when to shut up!  
All the places were well worth seeing and we were never hurried.” 

Mr Curry, July ‘22
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Castles, Kilts, Drums and Drams -
   Edinburgh Military Tattoo
This tour explores all things royal in the Scottish capital, with visits to the official royal 
residence in Scotland, the Palace of Holyroodhouse, and the magnificently imposing 
Edinburgh Castle. Heading out of the city we visit Stirling Castle, which before the union 
with England was one of the most used of the Scottish royal residences with many kings and 
queens having been born, crowned and died here. We visit Scone Palace, which during its 
history has been the seat of parliaments as well as also being a crowning place of the Kings 
of Scots. Our delve into Scottish traditions would not be complete without a little education 
on the national tipple, which we accomplish with a visit to the Scotch Whisky Experience. 
The pinnacle of this tour must be our evening spent at the spectacle that is the  
world-famous Edinburgh Military Tattoo. We enjoy enigmatic performances, dazzling 
displays and fantastic fireworks all set against the backdrop of Edinburgh’s imposing castle. 
The tattoo celebrates musicians and performers from around the world and has a yearly 
theme, with past themes including Scotland's homecoming, creativity and nature.

Day 1 We depart from London by air to 
Edinburgh, where on arrival we visit the official 
royal residence of The King when in Edinburgh, 
the Palace of Holyroodhouse. (D)
Day 2 After breakfast we depart the hotel for 
arguably one of the most recognisable castles in 
Scotland, Edinburgh Castle. Perched atop a 
rocky crag, the castle stands sentinel over the 
capital where this mighty landmark dominates the 
city’s skyline for miles. This afternoon will be at 
your leisure in the Scottish capital. After dinner in 
the hotel this evening, we head back to Edinburgh 
Castle for the spectacular event that is the 
Edinburgh Military Tattoo. As we take our seats 
and the sun begins to set over the castle, we are 
treated to an ingenious performance that draws 
together military forces from across the globe, 
combined with artistic graphics and a unique 
fireworks display. (B, D)

Day 3 Today we head to the city of Stirling where 
we find Stirling Castle, set in an imposing 
position with impressive architecture overlooking 
the city. This afternoon we head to Scone Palace. 
Throughout its history, it has been the seat of 
parliaments as well as the crowning place of the 
Kings of Scots, including both Macbeth and 
Robert the Bruce. (B, D)
Day 4 This morning we head to the Scotch 
Whisky Experience where we have a guided 
tour as well as a nosing and tasting of a single or 
blended Scotch whisky. Throughout the tour we 
see the world’s largest collection of Scotch whisky 
and have an introduction into the production of 
Scotch whisky. This concludes our tour and we 
return to Edinburgh airport for our flight back to 
London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, D: Dinner

WHAT’S INCLUDED 
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast at the 

3-star Leonardo Edinburgh Murrayfield Hotel
 ► Return flights from London to Edinburgh
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout 
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
21 - 24 Aug  £1,195

Single Supplement  £330

Activity Level: •0000 |  Tour code: BWCK

Edinburgh Tattoo

Scone Palace

Gate of Queen's Gallery, Holyroodhouse

4 DAYS FROM

£1,195

Aberdeenshire is dotted with historic houses and castles, many of them outstanding 
examples of Scots Baronial architecture. Each one has a fascinating story to tell with 
countless legends and several royal connections including Balmoral, sadly now remembered 
as the place where Her Majesty The Queen passed away on 8 September 2022.

Balmoral

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, 
Perth, Dundee) and head to Drum Castle and 
Gardens. The sweep of 700 years of history is 
stamped into Drum’s stalwart battlements, 
medieval square tower and sprawling extensions. 
The beautiful Garden of Historic Roses is divided 
into quadrants that show how roses have been 
cultivated from the 17th to the 20th century and 
an ancient oak forest adjoins the castle. (D)
Day 2 Our first visit of the day is to Haddo 
House. Unusual for Aberdeenshire in that it is not 
a castle, the house elegantly blends Georgian 
architecture with late Victorian interiors. We’ll also 
see its terrace garden with geometric rosebeds, a 
lavish herbaceous border and secluded glades. 
Later we visit the magnificent fortress of Fyvie 
Castle with ghosts, legends and folklore woven 
into its 800-year history. Outside we find an 18th 
century walled garden for fruit and veg. (B, D)

Day 3 We start at Castle Fraser, one of the 
grandest of the Scottish baronial tower houses, 
with a strikingly simple Great Hall. Next is 
Craigievar Castle, another fine example of Scots 
Baronial architecture, which seems to have grown 
naturally out of the rolling hills. We round off the 
day at Balmoral, which needs little introduction as 
a favourite royal residence. Built around 1854 for 
Queen Victoria and Prince Albert, it is relatively 
modern though clearly in the style of a ‘Scottish’ 
castle. (B, D)
Day 4 We conclude at Crathes Castle, set 
against a backdrop of rolling hills and within its 
own glorious gardens. Crathes is every inch the 
classic Scottish tower house, with a labyrinth of 
cultural and family history. We then return to our 
original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Historic Houses of
   Aberdeenshire

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast at the 

4-star Ardoe House Hotel, Aberdeen
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
5 - 8 Jun  £665
17 - 20 Jul  £665

Single Supplement £150

Activity Level: •0000 |  Tour code: BHHA

Historic Houses of the
   Scottish Borders
The Scottish Borders are often overlooked in comparison with the Highlands and Islands, 
whose grandeur and drama have an obvious attraction. Yet the Borders have a quiet, 
understated beauty of their own, with softly rolling hills draped in early morning mist, 
peaceful valleys dotted with sheep farms and the sinuous, salmon-filled River Tweed, which 
runs like a silver thread from the Lowther Hills to the sea at Berwick.

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Aberdeen, Dundee, Perth, Kinross, 
Dunfermline, Edinburgh) and drive into the Scottish 
Borders for our visit to Manderston House, built 
in the finest Georgian country house style in the 
1790s. The mansion was rebuilt in the early 20th 
century, and when the architect asked how much 
he could spend, he was told that “it simply doesn’t 
matter.” (D)
Day 2 Travel through Tweeddale to Abbotsford 
House, built by Sir Walter Scott following the 
success of his great novels. There are extensive 
grounds leading down to the River Tweed, a fine 
walled garden and a woodland walk, however it is 
the house that steals the show. In the afternoon 
we visit Traquair House, which is said to be the 
oldest continuously inhabited house in Scotland. 
(B, D)

Day 3 This morning we visit Mellerstain House, 
one of Scotland’s great Georgian houses. We 
move on to Kelso to visit Floors Castle, home of 
the Duke & Duchess of Roxburghe, situated on a 
natural terrace overlooking the River Tweed and 
facing the Cheviot Hills. This romantic fairytale 
castle boasts a roofscape of turrets, pinnacles and 
cupolas. (B, D)
Day 4 We conclude at Thirlestane Castle, a 
magnificent 16th century castle set in a quiet 
meadow landscape. The family home of the Duke 
of Lauderdale, Thirlestane Castle is one of the 
oldest and finest castles in Scotland, and dates 
back to at least the 12th century. Lunch is 
provided in the authentic Victorian Kitchen here. 
We return to our original pick-up points. (B, L)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Traquair House

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the  

4-star Peebles Hydro Hotel
 ► One lunch
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
23 - 26 Apr  £695
25 - 28 Jun  £775
24 - 27 Sep  £755

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Activity Level: ••000 |  Tour code: BHSB

NO SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

4 DAYS FROM

£665

4 DAYS FROM

£695

“Helped by wonderful weather, a super 
programme, very pleasant and interesting 
company and a fantastic tour manager this has 
been the best Brightwater holiday we have 
had!” Ms Marlborough, July ‘22

“It was a wonderful experience, the tour 
manager Mary was friendly, knowledgeable, 
professional and kind. The tour of the houses 
and castles was exactly as you describe it in the 
brochure.” Guest, September ‘22
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NO SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

NO SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 

4-star Links Hotel, Montrose
 ► Coach travel and all visits as outlined 
 ► Services of an archaeological expert as tour 

manager 

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
16 - 19 Jun  £595
21 - 24 Jul   £645
4 - 7 Aug  £645
1 - 4 Sep  £595

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Activity Level: ••000 |  Tour code: BPIC

In the Footsteps
   of the Picts
Living beyond the northern frontier of the Roman Empire, the people of northern Scotland 
in the Dark Ages were known as the Picts – a name given by the Romans meaning the 
‘painted, tattooed ones’. They were renowned as one of the most warlike of the Celtic 
barbarian tribes of Europe, successfully attacking the Roman army, and yet few of their 
homes or forts have ever been found. They did, however, leave behind some of the finest 
carved stones and jewellery from early medieval Europe.

Pictish Warrior

Day 1 We depart from our pick-up points 
(Glasgow, Edinburgh) and head to the National 
Museum of Scotland. Here we view their 
collection of the Pictish jewellery and sculpture 
held here, which includes the St Ninian’s Isle 
Treasure, which was discovered in Shetland in 
1958 and is the only Scottish hoard of fine 
metalwork of this date to survive in its entirety. (D)
Day 2 We enjoy a sculptural high-point with a visit 
to Aberlemno, with its four magnificent Pictish 
stones. We then visit a professional stone-carver, 
David McGovern, who will give us an exclusive 
Pictish stone carving demonstration. Then we 
travel the short distance to St Vigeans Museum 
of Pictish Sculpture, which houses one of the 
most important collections of early medieval 
sculpture in Western Europe. (B, D)

Day 3 Today begins with a visit to the  
symbol-inscribed cross-slab depicting angels and 
a striding cloaked figure at Eassie. From here we 
continue to Perth Museum with its fine display of 
Pictish sculpture, and Dundee’s McManus 
Museum to meet a digital reconstruction of a 
Pictish woman. (B, D)
Day 4 This morning we drive to St Andrews, 
where we see the decorated stone sarcophagus 
of a great Pictish king, featuring biblical royal 
imagery along with artistic influences showing 
their European connections. Our final visit is to 
the East Lomond Hillfort, for a specially-
arranged tour led by the leader of the current 
archaeological investigations. We return to our 
original departure points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

4 DAYS FROM

£595

In the Footsteps
   of Robert Burns
Burns Night comes but once a year, and when it does we at Brightwater need no excuse to 
get involved. Neeps, tatties, whisky, haggis and poetry by the plateful: what better way to 
celebrate?
This fantastic four-day tour charts the life and times of the brilliant Robert Burns, peerless 
poet of the lowlands, through the beautiful pastoral settings that inspired him. 

Robert Burns

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Aberdeen, Stonehaven, Forfar, Dundee, 
Perth, Edinburgh, Glasgow) and journey to Ayrshire. 
We arrive at the village of Kirkoswald and Soutar 
Johnnie’s Cottage. Soutar Johnnie is one of the 
three main characters in Burns’ much-loved poem 
Tam O’Shanter, along with Jean Kirkton and Tam 
himself. We will also visit the nearby graveyard 
where these real-life people who inspired Burns 
are buried. We continue to our hotel in Troon. (D)
Day 2 Visit the Robert Burns Birthplace 
Museum and then we follow in his footsteps 
through the village where he spent the early years 
of his life. Find out what made the great poet and 
song writer tick, and visit Alloway Auld Kirk. 
After lunch we continue to Rozelle House. (B, D)
Day 3 Today we explore the lowlands of Scotland 

and see the landscapes which are captured in 
Burns’ lyrical verses. We visit Ellisland Farm, the 
Robert Burns House Museum and the Robert 
Burns Mausoleum, which stands at the eastern 
end of the churchyard of St Michael’s Church, 
Dumfries. We can enjoy a traditional Burns 
Supper at our hotel this evening. (B, D)
Day 4 After breakfast we head for Mauchline and 
the Burns House Museum, located in the former 
lodging of the poet and his wife. The museum 
showcases original manuscripts and inspirational 
objects he had surrounding him. Before heading 
home, we continue to Glasgow and the Mitchell 
Library for an exclusive private viewing of some 
of the most important books with the Curator. We 
return to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

4 DAYS FROM

£795

WHAT’S INCLUDED 
 ► Three nights’ bed & breakfast at the 4-star 

Piersland House Hotel, Troon
 ► Two dinners and one Burns Supper in the hotel
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager  

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2024
23 - 26 Jan  £795

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Activity Level: •0000 |  Tour code: BFRB

NO SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

4 DAYS FROM

£575

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 

Garfield House Hotel, Glasgow
 ► Comfortable coaching throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager 

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
24 - 27 Mar  £595
1 - 4 Sep  £575

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT 

Activity Level: •0000 |  Tour code: BGAT

House for an Art Lover

Gallery of Modern Art

Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Aberdeen, Stonehaven, Forfar, Dundee, 
Perth, Edinburgh, Glasgow) to visit the Gallery of 
Modern Art, housed in an impressive neo-
classical building in Royal Exchange Square. 
Outside the museum sits one of Glasgow’s iconic 
landmarks, the equestrian statue of the Duke of 
Wellington, From here, we continue to our hotel. 
(D)
Day 2 Today we explore the Kelvingrove Art 
Gallery and Museum, which has established 
itself as one of the finest civic collections in 
Europe. French, Italian and Dutch art feature 
alongside exhibits as diverse as Ancient Egypt, 
Dinosaurs and Scotland’s Wildlife. In the 
afternoon we have the chance to explore the 
Hunterian Museum, part of the University of 
Glasgow, which was founded in 1807, making it 
Scotland’s oldest public museum. You may be 
interested in viewing the Mackintosh Collection 
here. (B, D)

Day 3 We start our day at the newly renovated 
Burrell Collection. This ambitious refurbishment 
allows visitors to explore all three floors in the 
building, set out as galleries, visible stores and 
special exhibition spaces. This afternoon we head 
to Holmwood House, the finest and most 
elaborate residential villa designed by Alexander 
‘Greek’ Thomson. It is also rare in retaining much 
of its original interior decor. (B, D)
Day 4 Today we visit the House for an Art Lover 
in Bellahouston Park. The origins of this unique 
building lie in drawings prepared by Charles 
Rennie Mackintosh in 1901 as his entry to a 
competition to design a ‘Haus Eines 
Kunstfreundes’ or ‘Art Lovers House’ set by 
German design magazine ‘Zeitschrift Fur 
Innendekoration’. From here, we return to our 
original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Re-opened in March 2022 after an ambitious refurbishment, Glasgow’s Burrell Collection 
allows visitors for the first time to explore all three floors in the building, set out as galleries, 
visible stores and special exhibition spaces. This incredible collection holds treasures from 
all over the world, including 5,000-year-old porcelain from China, paintings by renowned 
French artists including Manet, Cézanne and Degas, and medieval artefacts such as stained 
glass, armour and tapestries. 
Our tour includes visits to the Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum, where notable works 
of art from across Britain and Europe are featured alongside a diverse collection of exhibits; 
the Hunterian, Scotland’s oldest public museum/
Housed in a magnificent neo-classical building in the centre of Glasgow is the Gallery of 
Modern Art and then its on to Holmwood House, where we explore the classical elegance 
of Alexander ‘Greek’ Thompson’s finest domestic creation. Our tour concludes at the House 
for an Art Lover, built in the 1990s to a design by Charles Rennie Mackintosh from 1901.

Glasgow’s Art Treasures
   featuring the Burrell Collection

“A wide-ranging tour visiting an impressive 
number of Pictish monuments both in museums 
and in situ. Led by a knowledgeable and 
excellent tour manager, whose personal 
contacts gained us admission to some sites not 
normally available.” Mr Green, June ‘22

“A great shared experience with like-minded 
people, but also meaningful to me as I was 
visiting sites connected to my Scottish ancestors 
and their link to the Burns family.” 
Mr Blackhouse, January ‘23
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WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast at the 

4-star Cairndale Hotel, Dumfries
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
4 - 7 Jun  £695
16 - 19 Jul  £695
14 - 17 Aug   £695
12 - 15 Sep  £695

Single Supplement £150

Activity Level: ••000 |  Tour code: BDAG

Logan Botanic Garden

In the south-western corner of Scotland, Dumfries and Galloway is home to some of 
the country’s most attractive gardens. The artistic highlight of our tour is undoubtedly 
Dumfries House, actually in Ayrshire and which King Charles helped to save. One of the 
Adam Brothers’ finest achievements, the stunning interiors showcase a unique collection 
of Chippendale furniture, while the walled garden is one of the most exciting new garden 
developments in all of Scotland.
We see something rather different at Broughton House – an artist’s garden at the restored 
former home of ‘Glasgow Boy’ E. A. Hornel, which shows the influence of his time in Japan 
and is always full of colour. Further highlights include Drumlanrig Castle, one of the most 
important Renaissance buildings in Scotland, and Crawick Multiverse, a gem hidden among 
the rolling hills of Dumfriesshire.

Dumfries House

Kirkcudbright

Gardens of
   Dumfries and Galloway

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Aberdeen, Dundee, Perth, Kinross, 
Dunfermline, Edinburgh, Glasgow) and head for 
Dumfries House, whose stunning interiors are 
home to a world class collection of furniture, and 
explore the Queen Elizabeth Walled Garden, 
one of the best examples of its kind in Scotland. 
We continue to our hotel in Dumfries. (D)
Day 2 We begin with a visit to the lavishly planted 
Glenwhan Garden, with marvellous views over 
Luce Bay. At its heart is an extensive pool, divided 
by a grassy causeway and fed by a tumbling 
stream. This afternoon we explore the  
world-famous Logan Botanic Gardens. The 
gardens are beautifully laid out, particularly in the 
walled garden with its fine terraces and  
well-planned borders under an avenue of 
cabbage palms. The climate here is exceptionally 
mild and several different habitats provide 
conditions for a huge range of plants. (B, D)
Day 3 This morning sees us at the former artist’s 
studio of Broughton House, whose compact but 
colourful garden displays Japanese influences. 
Next we spend some more time in 

Kirkcudbright, a haven for artists, as paid 
testament to by its abundance of art galleries. We 
visit one such gallery and browse the work of 
local artists. Following this we visit the wonderful 
plantsman’s nursery of Ellenbank. This wonderful 
nursery is full of cottage garden perennials such 
as violas, clematis and penstemons. Our last visit 
of the day is will be to the gardens of the Threave 
Estate, whose extensive gardens have been 
largely created by students at the School of 
Horticulture which started here in 1960. (B, D)
Day 4 Art and horticulture are beautifully 
combined at Drumlanrig Castle. Surrounded by 
the 120,000 acre Queensberry Estate, Country 
Park and grand Victorian gardens, Drumlanrig 
Castle was completed in 1691 by William Douglas, 
1st Duke of Queensberry and is one of the first 
and most important Renaissance buildings in the 
grand manner in Scotland. Our final visit is to the 
Crawick Multiverse, a hidden gem nested in a 
bowl of rolling hills. We return to our original 
pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

4 DAYS FROM

£695

Snowdrops

As the dainty white flowers of the snowdrop break through the winter frosts, it’s a sure 
sign that spring is on the way. This tour takes us to some of the most dazzling displays of 
Galanthus to be found on the eastern side of Scotland. Our visits include Cambo Gardens, 
home to the Plant Heritage national collection of snowdrops, and the private gardens of  
Laundry Cottage and Bruckhills Croft, with their informal cottage-style gardens. 
At Ellon Castle, carpets of snowdrops can be seen throughout the grounds and at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens in Edinburgh, there is a collection of specialist snowdrops. Other visits 
include Barnhill Rock Garden which spans more than two hectares; Crathes Castle whose 
woods are filled with snowdrops and the Cruickshank Botanic Garden in Old Aberdeen.

Dunninald Castle

Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh

Snowdrops of
   Eastern Scotland

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline) for the 
Cambo Estate, where we can enjoy the winter 
garden and specialist snowdrop collection with 
over 200 varieties. Lady Magdalen Erskine was a 
keen gardener and with the help of her family 
encouraged the spread of snowdrops throughout 
the 70 acres of woodland. We can enjoy a guided 
tour before  a light lunch with refreshments. We 
continue to St Andrews Botanic Garden, a living 
research and conservation experiment with plants 
from around the world. (L, D)
Day 2 After breakfast, we pay a visit to the the 
gardens of Ellon Castle, where amongst its 
ancient Yews we will find a carpet of snowdrops. 
This afternoon we explore Cruickshank Botanic 
Garden, an 11-acre area in Old Aberdeen that 
includes shrub borders, a rock and water garden 
and is home to a nationally important collection 
of over 2,500 labelled plants. (B, D)
Day 3 We make our way to a private garden 
located in the rural village of Rothienorman, 
Bruckhills Croft. This cottage-style garden 
extends to almost three quarters of an acre and a 

further acre includes a wildflower meadow and 
pond. This garden was awarded National Garden 
Collection status in 2021 for snowdrops so we can 
expect an impressive display. Later we depart for 
Crathes Castle. Standing against a backdrop of 
rolling hills Crathes Castle is every inch the classic 
Scottish tower house. Inside there is a labyrinth of 
cultural history, from family portraits and fine 
antique furniture to painted ceilings. On the 
estate there are marked trails that lead through 
the mixed woodlands, which at this time of year 
are home to a fine display of snowdrops. (B, D)
Day 4 We leave Aberdeen and head south to 
Ecclesgreig Castle, perched on a hilltop 
overlooking the North Sea. Known principally for 
its excellent example of Renaissance gardening, 
there is also a charming display of snowdrops. We 
also explore the Royal Botanic Gardens in 
Edinburgh, where we view a collection of 
specialist snowdrops. We return to our original 
pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast  

at the 4-star Village Hotel, Aberdeen  
in a standard room (or similar)

 ► One lunch
 ► Comfortable coaching throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2024
16 - 19 Feb  £525

Executive room supplement On request
NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Activity Level: •0000 |  Tour code: BSES

NO SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

4 DAYS FROM

£525

“The gardens were made even more memorable by having 
Colin Crosbie with us. He is an excellent tour manager and was 

more than happy to share his knowledge of the gardens.” 
Miss Tong, August ‘22

“The holiday was most enjoyable and 
well organised, with an excellent 
driver and a comfortable coach.” 
Guest, February ‘23
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FIND YOUR PERFECT TOUR

From start to finish, you’ll be looked after by the award-winning team here at Brightwater. 
Travelling aboard our comfortable coaches in the company of people who share your interest – 
whether it’s for gardens, Scottish islands or archaeology – we will take you to fabulous places in 
all corners of the world. Our friendly Tour Managers are always on hand to ensure that your every 
need is met, our itineraries are designed by a highly experienced team and at all times we put 
you, the guest, first. Your comfort and enjoyment is at the heart of what we do, and we recently 
won the Feefo 2023 Trusted Service Award for excellence in customer service throughout 2022.

WHY CHOOSE
BRIGHTWATER?

Archaeology tours

Garden tours

Rail tours

Wildlife tours

01334 766 099 BRIGHTWATERHOLIDAYS.COM

Is there anything more fascinating than the history and heritage of the world around us? If you’re intrigued 
by ancient tales, captivated by evocative ruins and interested in the generations before us, explore 
outstanding destinations such as Scotland, Malta, Crete, Albania, Denmark, Sweden and Portugal.

The restorative power of the great outdoors is something that needs no introduction and we are 
delighted to offer a range of garden tours both at home and abroad that will put you at the heart of 
the world’s flora and fauna, from the baobabs in Madagascar to the beautiful Cornish coastline.

Journey by steam or standard train through stunning scenery in destinations as diverse as 
Scotland, Switzerland, Italy and India. Due to the popularity of our existing railway holidays, 
we expanded our portfolio to include the Maharajas’ Express, Glacier Express and more.

Whether you choose bird-watching in Scotland, observing the behaviour of orangutans in Borneo 
or taking to the water to spot whales and dolphins, encounters with our animal friends are always 
uplifting. We have a range of holidays that can take you to natural parks and RSPB reserves alike.

Solo tours

Long-haul tours

Many Brightwater guests are solo travellers and to give them great options for holidaying with us, 
we offer tours with no and low single supplement spaces to destinations all over the world.

Make the most of your travels this year with one of our long-haul tours, which include visits to 
gardens and sightseeing spots and feature cultural encounters. They can take you from the cherry 
blossom-lined streets of Japan to the gardens of Western Canada and beyond, the choice is yours.


