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Spring into the new year with a 
memorable holiday 

How to book  
Once you’ve finished browsing these pages at your leisure 
and you’re ready to treat yourself to a place on one of our 
holidays, just get in touch and we’ll do the rest! 
Give our Specialist Sales Executives a call from Monday to 
Friday between 9am and 6pm, on: 

01334 766 097 
Alternatively, send us an email to: 

info@brightwaterholidays.com
For further details on any of the trips mentioned, including 
information on our day-by-day itineraries or full booking 
conditions, please visit our website:   

www.brightwaterholidays.com

Spring is a fantastic time to explore our world and we have rounded up a selection of holidays that depart throughout the months of April, 
May and June to tempt you.
Now is the time to make those travel plans and to think about where it is you want to visit this year, so why not treat yourself to a trip that 
takes place soon and get your bags packed!
If you’re wondering what kind of holidays are available in spring, we can tell you that there are some of the most exciting for those interested 
in gardens and the great outdoors! Flowers will burst into bloom, the weather will be more pleasant and there will be fewer crowds, making it 
an ideal time of year to wander around some beautiful gardens. There are also some fantastic festivals and events taking place in the spring, 
which include the annual RHS Chelsea Flower Show, the opening of the seasonal gardens of Keukenhof in the Netherlands and the Rose 
Festival that takes place each year in France. 
For those dreaming of heading overseas, we also have two memorable long-haul itineraries on offer, one of which can take you around the 
Caribbean ‘spice island’ of Grenada and the other that includes wildlife watching in Tanzania. Additionally, we have a handful of rail holidays 
available if you’re after a no-fly option or if you simply want to sit back and enjoy the view on your next trip away. 
Don’t forget, many of the holidays featured in this mini-brochure have other departure dates throughout the year with the full itineraries 
available to view on our website, and we have 13 holidays on offer with no or low single supplements to pay – ideal for the solo travellers 
among us. What’s more, you can save up to £200pp on the tours featured in this brochure if you book before 17th March.

Best wishes,
Alison Wilson 
Managing Director

Reviews
 and awards

A brand new and exciting announcement
We are delighted to share that Brightwater Holidays won Best Travel Company for Coach Holidays at the 
recent British Travel Awards. As you’ll know, we spent last summer rallying for your support and you didn’t 
disappoint, showing your enthusiasm for the trips we offer with your greatly appreciated votes. Thank 
you so much from the whole team here at Brightwater.

“Firstly, our tour guide, Corinna Croft, was amazing. Her character, 
travel experience, knowledge and wit really made the trip an excellent 
experience.  This was the first ever such trip and we didn’t really know 
what to expect, but we would certainly consider another trip with 
Brightwater. And of course, everyone on the trip shared similar 
interests. It was great.” 
Guest on The Genius of Monet, July ‘22

“It was a most enjoyable four days, exceeding my expectations. The 
other guests were good company, the driver was experienced and our 
tour guide Michael gave us just the right amount of information before 
we visited each garden. He knew his stuff and had even brought relevant 
books for us to borrow.” 
Guest on Gardens of Kent and Sussex, August ‘22

Feedback worth sharing
We have also been enjoying reading your reviews of the holidays you’ve taken with us, and we’ve rounded up some of the most recent to share with you.

Elsewhere, the past year has been a wonderful journey for us, with our very own Jenni Duncan being 
named a finalist for the coveted Excellence Award, which rewards brilliant service to group travel 
organisers, and Brightwater being shortlisted for the Best Coach or Tour Operator at the Group Leisure 
and Travel Awards. We have also won a handful of British Travel Awards over the past few years, 
including Best Coach Holiday Company in 2020 and both Best Special Interest Holiday Company and 
Best Coach Holiday Company in 2019. We do hope that 2023 offers as many such occasions to 
celebrate. At the beginning of 2023, we were awarded Feefo’s Trusted Service Award for our dedication 
to excellent customer service, an accolade we are all very proud of here in the Brightwater office.

Previous accolades and continued success

“Our travel experience to the isles of Islay and Jura was exceptional. The 
beauty of the landscape, abundant wildlife and hospitality of the 
islanders was truly a one-of-a-kind experience.” 
Guest on Islay & Jura, September ‘22

“It was our first experience of a tour holiday, and if they are all like this 
we will certainly go again! Our tour guide, David, and coach driver, Ian, 
were fantastic - nothing was too much trouble. Our hotel was excellent, 
and the food, comfort and staff were all brilliant. As for having Carol 
Kirkwood with us, that was amazing. What a wonderful lady she is.” 
Guest on A Classic Scottish Steam Break,  October ‘22

Offers
SPECIAL OFFER - SAVE UP TO £200 PER PERSON 
If you book one of the holidays featured in this brochure, you can save up to 
£200pp. Offer ends 17 March 2023. Maximum saving of £200pp applies to 
our Birdwatching in Tanzania tour.

BACK-TO-BACK TOURS
Many of our tours can be linked together with just a night or two in between. 
If you book two holidays back-to-back we offer a discount of £50pp, with a 
maximum of three nights in between each tour, subject to a minimum spend of 
£750pp per tour.

MULTI-TOUR DISCOUNTS
If you book three or more tours in the same calendar year, you will receive  
£100pp off your third booking. To qualify for this discount, at least two of your 
three tour bookings must be for overseas destinations. The discount excludes 
Experience Days bookings.
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Whether you’re green-fingered or you simply enjoy the peace and serenity that walking 
around a beautiful garden can bring, there is bound to be a garden holiday for you. Our 
range is incredibly broad, taking in both public and private gardens at home and abroad,  
and not forgetting those all-important horticultural events such as flower shows and festivals. 
So, why are we considered No.1 for garden holidays? Let’s find out...

Visits to well-loved flower shows
We couldn’t create garden tours without including some of the most exciting events on the  
horticultural calendar, which range from the legendary RHS Chelsea Flower Show to the  
International Rose Festival in Grasse.

Access to private gardens
Due to the fact that we have been operating award-winning coach holidays for over 30 years now, we have formed great relationships with garden owners 
- many of them who own private gardens - which enables us to grant you access!

Itineraries that showcase the ‘best of’
When we design our garden itineraries, we are sure to include all the highlights a particular area or region has to offer, so that you can get the very best out 
of your chosen destination.

The grounds of historic houses
As you know, many of the UK’s historic houses and castles are known for their glorious grounds, and we visit a fabulous array of these throughout our 
portfolio of garden holidays. How about a bit of history or a special encounter along the way?

Gardens at home and abroad
We may be a UK-based tour operator, but our garden holidays can take you all over the world. We have many stunning itineraries on offer that visit gardens 
in destinations as diverse as France, Italy, Japan and the Caribbean island of Grenada, to name but a few.

Visit our garden holidays page for more details of what we can offer you, at home and abroad:

brightwaterholidays.com/gardens

2022 marked our 30th anniversary, which means we’ve been bringing groups of guests 
to our home country of Scotland for over three decades now. With this kind of longevity 
comes a lot of experience, and our time in the travel industry has allowed us to become the 
No.1 tour operator for holidays to Scotland. So, choose Brightwater for your next Scottish 
holiday and see why we’re the top choice for this, our most beloved destination.

Visit our Scenic Scotland page online to find out more about the experiences we can offer you in Scotland:

brightwaterholidays.com/scotland

Broad range of itineraries
We have an incredibly broad range of scenic Scottish holidays, more than any other, and the majority of 
our tours are well established, as they have been running for decades. We often introduce new 
itineraries, but the majority are tried and tested.

No and low single supplement
Our Scotland holidays continue to be so popular with guests that we have created as many low and no single supplement spaces as possible to ensure that 
our trips also cater to our valued solo travellers.

Knowledgeable and experienced tour managers
We have a team of highly experienced tour managers who know Scotland inside out, and as well as ensuring the holiday runs smoothly they will provide 
key facts and figures about each destination on the tour.

Personal experience of the locations
Between us, the members of the Brightwater team have personally visited every island and destination among our Scottish portfolio. We have extensive 
experience in our home country, which allows our tours to be the very best they can be.

We cater for different needs and activity levels
As our range of Scottish holidays is so broad, it means that we can cater for all kinds of interests - from ancient archaeological sites to island-hopping 
adventures -and activity levels. So, whether you want to sit back and enjoy the view or head out on an active walking tour, there’s something for everyone.

Four reasons to travel during

 April, May and June 

See things unique to the season
The majority of our holidays pay visits to beautiful gardens all over 
the world and spring is an ideal time to travel with us in order to see 
them in all their glory. During these months, flowers burst into 
bloom, so your visits will be filled with a riot of glorious colour. 
What’s more, spring brings with it some unique events and festivals, 
which range from the RHS Chelsea Flower Show in London to the 
International Rose Festival in France and not forgetting the stunning 
tulip garden at Keukenhof in the Netherlands, which is only open 
for a short period each year.

Beat the summer crowds and grab a 
bargain
While summer might typically be the most popular time of year to 
travel, it can also be incredibly busy. Travel ahead of this season and 
you will enjoy gardens, museums and sites without the mainstream 
tourist throng that inevitably appears shortly after - and you’ll avoid 
the school holiday rush! You may also find that holiday prices are 
more afforable in the spring, which is to do with the amount of 
people choosing to travel then. 

Milder temperatures
One of the best things about a spring break is the wonderful, milder 
temperatures. We all know that touring under the beating sun can 
be unpleasant,  but travel in spring and you’ll find the experience 
much more bearable. We’re talking bright days, light breezes and 
great levels of comfort.

You won’t be waiting too long to get 
going
We all know the saying that ‘good things come to those who wait’, 
but sometimes it’s nice not to have to wait for that good thing - and 
holidays definitely fall into this bracket! Why not bring your plans 
forward and treat yourself to a holiday departing sooner?

©Robert Smith
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SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£100

LOW SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

Whether you choose our five or six-day itinerary, our best-selling grand tour takes in all the 
beauty and diversity of this very special environment with 10 different islands and four ferry 
trips included. Two comfortable hotels ensure that this holiday is as relaxing as possible while 
at the same time offering great variety and the sense of a true journey of discovery, which 
will live long in the memory. Our odyssey begins as we travel via Glencoe, Fort William and 
Glenfinnan to Mallaig. From here, we take 
the ferry to Lochboisdale in South Uist 
and cross the causeway to Benbecula, the 
‘stepping stone’ between the Uists. Next, 
we visit the charming islands of Eriskay, 
Vatersay and Barra. 
A captivating journey follows as we travel 
by ferry from North Uist and on through 
the magnificent mountain scenery of Harris, 
the rolling moorland of Lewis, and on to 
Stornoway. We continue with visits to the 
Standing Stones of Callanish, the tranquil 
little Norse Mill and the distinctive Black 
Houses at Gearrannan before the tour 
comes to an end. 

The Jacobite steam train

6 DAYS FROM

£995

Steam locomotion has an enduring fascination for many of us and combined with the 
wonderful scenery of Scotland it becomes utterly irresistible. The Jacobite steam train, 
from Fort William to Mallaig, is one of the longest steam-hauled rail journeys available in 
Britain today, an 84-mile round trip through some spectacular scenery that also includes the 
21-arch Glenfinnan Viaduct. A gentler pace is set as we sail ‘Doon ra Watter’ on the world’s 
last seagoing paddle steamer, the PS Waverley*, still elegantly plying her trade on the Clyde. 
There can be no better way to enjoy the gentle beauty of the Argyll hills and the Kyles of 
Bute than from the deck of this grand old lady. We also enjoy a relaxed and informative 
cruise on the calm waters of Loch Katrine amid the spectacular scenery of the Trossachs and 
a boat trip on the Falkirk Wheel, the world’s first rotating boat lift and a modern engineering 
marvel. We offer two different packages for this tour following the same itinerary: one 
staying at the Arrochar Hotel and one staying at the Stirling Highland Hotel.

A Grand Tour of the
  Outer Hebrides

5 DAYS FROM

£825

WHAT’S INCLUDED - 5 DAYS
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: two nights 

at the Dark Island Hotel and two nights at the 
Cabarfeidh Hotel, Stornoway (one dinner and 
one breakfast served on board the ferry)

 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout and all 
ferry crossings

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
11 - 15 Apr £875 £825
30 May - 3 Jun £995 £945

Sep & Oct dates available 
Single Supplement £200

Tour code: BGTO

WHAT’S INCLUDED - 6 DAYS
 ► Five nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: two nights 

at the Dark Island / Isle of Benbecula Hotel and 
three nights at the Cabarfeidh Hotel, Stornoway 
(one dinner and one breakfast served on board 
the ferry)

 ► Comfortable coach travel and all ferry crossings
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
Benbecula to Stornoway
25 - 30 Apr £1,220 £1,145
23 - 28 May £1,450 £1,375
20 - 25 Jun £1,370 £1,295

Aug & Oct dates available 

2023
Stornoway to Benbecula
3 - 8 Apr £1,070 £995
4 - 9 Jun £1,400 £1,325

Oct date available
Single Supplement £200

Tour code: BGTB/BGTSA Classic 
   Scottish Steam Break

Complementing our Outer Hebrides tour, this itinerary includes the Inner Hebridean isles of 
Mull, Islay and Jura as well as the famous little island gems of Staffa and Iona. Highlights include 
famous Fingal’s Cave, the island of Iona, Duart Castle and the family-run Kilchoman Distillery.

Day 1 We depart from our pick-up points 
(Aberdeen, Stonehaven, Forfar, Dundee, Perth, 
Kinross, Dunfermline, Edinburgh, Glasgow) and 
head for the Western Highlands. On arrival in 
Oban we take a ferry to Craignure on the island 
of Mull. (D)
Day 2 We depart for Tobermory, the island’s 
‘capital’. This is the starting point for our wildlife 
cruise to the Treshnish Isles and Staffa, during 
which we hope to see whales, dolphins, basking 
sharks and sea eagles. On Staffa, we explore the 
island and Fingal’s Cave. Next, we cross to the isle 
of Lunga to view the stunning scenery and the 
large puffin colony nesting in the burrows on the 
hillside. These comical birds are inquisitive and will 
come within a few metres of you. (B, D)
Day 3 This morning we drive along the Ross of 
Mull to Fionnphort, where we cross as foot 
passengers to the Isle of Iona. Here, we can visit 
the abbey and explore the island. In the afternoon 
we visit Duart Castle, the 13th century home of 

the Chief of Clan MacLean. Visit the dungeons, 
state rooms and appreciate the strategic position 
of the castle from the top of the keep. (B, D)
Day 4 After breakfast, we check out of our hotel 
and take the morning ferry back to Oban. From 
here, we take a scenic drive down to Kennacraig 
to catch the ferry to Port Askaig in Islay. (B, D)
Day 5 Our tour of Islay takes in Loch Finlaggan, 
the Kilchoman Distillery, which is the first farm 
distillery on the island and the Museum of Islay 
Life, home to over 1600 artefacts. (B, D)
Day 6 We explore the neighbouring island of Jura 
today. We’ll enjoy a scenic tour before having 
some free time in Craighouse. (B, D)
Day 7 After breakfast we check out of the hotel 
and take the morning ferry to Kennacraig on the 
mainland. We then continue our homeward 
journey, arriving back at our original pick-up 
points this evening. (B)

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Grand Tour of the
   Inner Hebrides

4 DAYS FROM

£625

7 DAYS FROM

£2,145

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Six nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: three nights 

at the Isle of Mull Hotel, Craignure and three 
nights at the Port Askaig Hotel, Islay

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Coach travel and all ferry crossings
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
1 - 4 May £2,245 £2,145

Jul, Aug & Sep dates available
Single supplement £495

Tour code: BGIH

Puffin, Treshnish Isles

Eriskay Harbour © Graham Addison

STIRLING HIGHLAND HOTEL

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 

Stirling Highland Hotel
 ► Comfortable coach and standard class rail travel 

on the Jacobite steam train
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
19 - 22 May £795 £745
29 Jun - 2 Jul £815 £765

Jul, Aug & Oct dates available
Single Supplement £120

Tour code: BSTH

ARROCHAR HOTEL

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 

Arrochar Hotel, Loch Long
 ► Comfortable coach and standard class rail travel 

on the Jacobite steam train
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
20 - 23 Apr £675 £625
11 - 14 May £725 £675
22 - 25 Jun £775 £725

Jul, Aug & Oct dates available
Single Supplement £90

Tour code: BSTB

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Aberdeen, Stonehaven, Forfar, Dundee, Perth, 
Edinburgh) and travel to the Falkirk Wheel, the 
world’s first rotating boat lift. We enjoy spectacular 
scenery as the wheel makes its ascent to join the 
Union Canal 35m above. We sail along the canal 
and under the Antonine Wall, the Romans’ most 
northern frontier, and explore the visitor centre. 
We continue to our hotel for dinner. (D)
Day 2 Today is long but rewarding as we journey 
back in time aboard the Jacobite steam train and 
experience one of the most spectacular railway 
journeys in the world, the Fort William to 
Mallaig line. From the slopes of Ben Nevis, the 
line runs through rugged mountains, past sea and 
inland lochs and on to the shores of the Atlantic at 
Mallaig. The route also takes us over the 

Glenfinnan Viaduct overlooking Loch Shiel, 
where Bonnie Prince Charlie raised his standard in 
1745. Enjoy some free time in Mallaig. (B, D)
Day 3 Today we sail on the world’s last seagoing 
paddle steamer, The Waverley*, built in 1946 to 
replace the 1899 Waverley, which was sunk at 
Dunkirk. We leave the ship at Tighnabruaich and 
our coach will take us back to the hotel, travelling 
by the “Rest and Be Thankful”. (B, D)
Day 4 Following breakfast we cruise on Loch 
Katrine, set among the Trossachs. We continue 
by Aberfoyle, the Duke’s Pass and Loch Venachar 
to Callander, where free time awaits before we 
return to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner
*Please note that the itinerary is subject to the 
Waverley’s sailing schedule.
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SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75
SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75
SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

Sail away to lands steeped in history, wildlife and stunning scenery – the Orkney and 
Shetland isles. While these islands have their own identities, they share a colourful history 
of Picts, Norsemen, ancient antiquities and seafaring legends – bound together with an 
independent spirit that sets them apart from the rest of Scotland. Highlights include visits to 
Jarlshof, Sumburgh Head’s RSPB reserve and the stone circles of Stenness and Brodgar.

As close to Norway as it is to Scotland, Shetland is rugged and remote, with a raw natural 
beauty, a unique culture and wonderful wildlife. There are over a hundred islands here, only 
16 of which are inhabited and our tour offers the opportunity to visit four of them. We will 
visit the island of Mousa, whose Iron Age broch is the best-preserved example in the world, 
the archaeological site at Jarlshof and a tour of the northernmost islands of Yell and Unst.

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, 
Perth) and head for Aberdeen and take the 
overnight ferry to Lerwick. (D)
Day 2 We leave the ship after breakfast and start 
our tour of Shetland. Our first stop is Scalloway, 
where we visit the ruined castle. We continue to 
Eshaness cliffs and the narrow isthmus known as 
Mavis Grind. (B, D)
Day 3 Our day starts at the Prehistoric and 
Norse Settlement of Jarlshof. Remains here 
span 3,000 years since the days of the Stone Age, 
including Bronze Age houses, Iron Age broch and 
wheelhouses, Viking longhouses and more. Next 
it’s on to Sumburgh Head to visit its RSPB 
reserve, home to thousands of seabirds. This 
afternoon we reach the island’s capital town of 
Lerwick and enjoy some free time. (B, D)

Day 4 A full day tour of ‘Neolithic Orkney’ awaits, 
beginning with the stone circles of Stenness and 
Brodgar. which are thought to have been erected 
between 2500 BC & 2000 BC. We continue to 
Maeshowe, the finest chambered tomb in 
Western Europe. A visit to Skara Brae is also 
included, with its visitor centre depicting the 
history of this world-famous monument. (B, D)
Day 5 This morning we have free time to explore 
Kirkwall. We tour the south end of Orkney, 
crossing the Churchill Barriers and we stop off at 
the Italian Chapel, built on a former prisoner of 
war camp and filled with paintings by Domenico 
Chiocchetti, one of the prisoners. (B, D)
Day 6 After breakfast we catch the ferry back to 
the mainland. From here, we return to our original 
pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, 
Perth, Dundee, Forfar, Stonehaven) and travel to 
Aberdeen. From here, we sail overnight to Lerwick 
with Serco Northlink Ferries. (D)
Day 2 Disembarking at Lerwick, we begin our 
visits at the Shetland Croft Museum, housed in a 
typical thatched croft house of the 19th century 
restored with traditional materials, low doorways 
and uneven floors and warmed by a peat fire. 
Next, we explore the outstanding Norse 
settlement of Jarlshof, with over three acres of 
remains, spanning 3,000 years since the days of 
the Stone Age, including oval shaped bronze age 
houses, iron age broch and wheel houses, Viking 
long houses and medieval farmhouses. This 
afternoon we hope to visit the little island of 
Mousa and the 2,000 year old broch, the best 
preserved example in the world. The island is also 

a nature reserve and is rich in wildlife. Storm 
petrels, Arctic terns and skuas nest here, and 
harbour seals lounge on the shore. (B, D)
Day 3 Today we enjoy a full day tour to the 
northern isles of Yell and Unst. We travel north 
through Tingwall and Girlsta and past the oil 
terminal at Sullom Voe, which has transformed 
life in Shetland over the last 40 years, before 
arriving at Toft, where the ferry departs for the 
island of Yell. On arrival in Unst, we visit Muness 
Castle, Baltasound and Saxa Vord Hill. (B, D)
Day 4 After breakfast, we return to Lerwick to 
enjoy some free time. Later, we take the overnight 
ferry to Aberdeen. (B, D)
Day 5 We disembark and return to our original 
pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Highlights of Orkney 
   and Shetland

Shetland 
   and its Outer Isles

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 

comfortable Isle of Mull Hotel & Spa, Craignure
 ► One packed lunch 
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel and all ferry crossings
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
10 - 13 May £1,120 £1,045
3 - 6 Jun £1,170 £1,095

Jul & Sep dates available
Single Supplement £375

Tour code: BMSI

The Isle of Mull is a place of tumbling burns, high peaks, dramatic views, and a silent, lonely 
beauty. From our base at the comfortable Isle of Mull Hotel & Spa, we will explore some 
of the highlights of the island. The multi-coloured buildings that line the waterfront of the 
island’s principal town, Tobermory, will be familiar to many. From here, we sail on a wildlife 
cruise that takes us to the Treshnish Isles, home to thousands of seabirds including puffins, 
and the little island of Staffa, whose natural cathedral of basalt columns is one of the 
wonders of the west coast. 
We also see Duart Castle, the 13th century home of the Chief of Clan MacLean, which 
enjoys stunning views across the Firth of Lorne to Ben Cruachan. Lying just off the Ross of 
Mull, the sacred isle of Iona is famous the world over for its peaceful abbey, a place of calm 
and contemplation.

Fingal’s Cave

Mull, Staffa and Iona

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Aberdeen, Stonehaven, Forfar, Dundee, 
Perth, Kinross, Dunfermline, Edinburgh, Glasgow) 
and head for Oban, where we board the late 
afternoon ferry to Mull. (D)
Day 2 Today, we drive to Fionnphort and cross as 
foot passengers to Iona. Here, we visit its famous 
Abbey and explore the island, which attracts 
many visitors every year. (B, D)
Day 3 This morning, we depart for Tobermory, 
the starting point for our wildlife cruise to the 
Treshnish Isles and Staffa. We hope to see 
whales, dolphins and sea eagles. We arrive on the 
idyllic isle of Lunga, the largest of the Treshnish 

Isles. Surrounded by wildflowers and stunning 
scenery, the main attraction is the large puffin 
colony nesting in burrows. Next, we take the short 
crossing to Staffa. We explore the island and the 
massive natural cathedral known as Fingal’s 
Cave, following in the footsteps of Sir Walter 
Scott. (B, L, D)
Day 4 Following breakfast, we visit Duart Castle, 
where we have the chance to explore the 
dungeons and the state rooms. We take a short 
ferry crossing and enjoy a scenic drive through 
Morvern before crossing Loch Linnhe and 
continuing to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

4 DAYS FROM

£1,045

People first came to these islands over 5,000 years ago and many of their remains survive. 
Our visits include - but are not limited to - the isle of Mousa with its 2,000-year-old broch, 
Jarlshof, Maeshowe, St. Ninian’s Isle, and the ancient stone circles of Stenness and Brodgar. 

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, 
Perth) and head for Aberdeen. We will stop for a 
photo opportunity at Dunnottar Castle, a 
dramatic ruined clifftop fortress, before taking the 
overnight ferry to Lerwick. (D)
Day 2 We begin our exploration of Shetland at 
the Iron Age broch on the isle of Mousa. (subject 
to its re-opening following an outbreak of avian ‘flu). 
Remarkably, it still stands to its original height of 
13m. We continue to the prehistoric and Norse 
Settlement of Jarlshof, spanning 3,000 years of 
human habitation. Finally, we stop at the cliffs at 
Sumburgh Head, an RSPB reserve renowned for 
the puffins and seabirds that reside here. (B, D)
Day 3 Our first visit of the day is to St. Ninian’s 
Isle and its church dating from the 6th century 
when Christianity first came to Shetland. We then 
travel to Scalloway to visit the ruined castle and 
then we continue through the Tingwall Valley, 
the site of the old Norse parliament. (B, D)

Day 4 We tour the southern end of Orkney 
Mainland with visits to the Churchill Barriers and 
the Italian Chapel, built on the site of a former 
prisoner of war camp. Several hundred Italians, 
captured during the North African campaign of 
World War II were sent here to work on the 
Causeways and converted two huts into a chapel. 
Later, we return to Kirkwall for free time and a 
visit to St. Magnus Cathedral. (B, D)
Day 5 Today we head west into the Heart of 
Neolithic Orkney, where we find some of the 
most impressive and important archaeological 
sites in Europe, including the mysterious stone 
circles at Stenness and Brodgar, the chambered 
tomb at Maeshowe and the famous stone age 
village at Skara Brae. (B, D)
Day 6 After breakfast we take the ferry back to 
the mainland and continue to our original 
departure points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

An Archaeologist’s View of
   Orkney and Shetland

Dunnottar Castle

WHAT’S INCLUDED 
 ► One night’s dinner, bed & breakfast at the Brae 

Hotel or the Busta House Hotel, Shetland and 
three nights’ bed & breakfast (plus two dinners) 
at the Kirkwall Hotel, Orkney 

 ► All ferry crossings, including one night’s 
accommodation in two berth inside cabins on 
Serco Northlink Ferries MV Hrossey/Hjaltland 
on the outward sailing

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of an archaeological expert as tour 

manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
24 - 29 Apr £1,370 £1,295
10 - 15 May £1,570 £1,495
26 Jun - 1 Jul £1,670 £1,595

Single Supplement  £395
Outside cabin supplement  £55

Tour code: BOSA

6 DAYS FROM

£1,295
5 DAYS FROM

£1,275

Puffins

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the  

Brae or Busta House Hotel and two nights in 
two-berth inside cabins on Serco Northlink 
Ferries

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
28 Jun - 2 Jul £1,350 £1,275

Jul date available
Single Supplement £275
Outside cabin supplement £55

Tour code: BSHI

6 DAYS FROM

£1,475

Skara Brae

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► One night’s dinner, bed & breakfast at the 3-star 

Busta House or Brae Hotel, Shetland and three 
nights’ bed & breakfast (plus two dinners) at the 
Kirkwall Hotel, Orkney 

 ► All ferry crossings, including one night’s 
accommodation in two-berth inside cabins 
on Serco Northlink Ferries MV Hrossey or 
Hjaltland on the outward sailing

 ► One breakfast and two dinners on board ship
 ► All visits as outlined and coach travel 
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
15 - 20 May £1,550 £1,475
12 - 17 Jun £1,650 £1,575

Aug & Sep dates available
Single Supplement  £395
Outside cabin supplement £55

Tour code: BOSH
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SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50 LOW SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

4 DAYS FROM

£755

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50
4 DAYS FROM

£595

6 DAYS FROM

£1,145
SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

5 DAYS FROM

£1,165
SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

Ancient Stones of the
   Outer Hebrides

Scotland’s
   Northern Edge

Islay
   and Jura

Highland Explorer:
   Skye and the Far North

Undiscovered
   Orkney

Scotland’s
   Extreme North West

Stornoway, Skye
   and the Summer Isles

Highland
   Wildlife Safari

In about 1800 BC, at around the time that the Middle Kingdom of 
ancient Egypt was flourishing, an equally vigorous civilisation was 
leaving its mark on the far flung islands of the Outer Hebrides. In 
the company of a specialist guide, we will tour a succession of sites 
ranging from Lewis in the north to Harris in the south. Highlights 
include the Bosta Iron Age Village, the mysterious Callanish 
standing stones and St. Clement’s Church at Rodel.

The coastal views and landscapes are breathtaking – sometimes 
quite literally, as the wind whips in off the Pentland Firth and 
snatches the very breath from your mouth. Following much of the 
North Coast 500 route, our tour takes us from Duncansby Head to 
John O’Groats, the late Queen Mother’s Castle of Mey, Smoo Cave 
and the wildlife-rich little island of Handa. 

Islay represents the southern extreme of the Inner Hebrides and 
today the island is known for its distinctive malt whiskies, its sandy 
beaches and its diverse birdlife. During our time here, we visit the 
Bowmore Distillery, the oldest distillery on the island, and Loch 
Gruinart RSPB Nature Reserve, where we will hopefully have the 
opportunity to see many bird species.

A classic coach tour of Scotland awaits as we travel north into the 
Cairngorms, north west to Gairloch, further on into the wilds of 
Assynt and on to the glorious beach at Achmelvich. We also enjoy 
a full day on the stunning isle of Skye, during which we explore 
the colourful town of Portree. Other visits include the Glenfinnan 
Viaduct, timed to coincide with a passing steam train.

An archipelago of 70 islands, Orkney is home to boundless history 
and natural beauty. Based in Kirkwall, on the mainland, we discover 
the landmarks and landscapes of the North and South Isles. On 
Westray, we relive Orkney’s Viking past; on Mainland, we discover 
Neolithic Orkney; and on Hoy, we enjoy dramatic scenery as we sail 
across Scapa Flow. We have explored almost every part Orkney, yet 
these islands still have hidden gems that await discovery.

The rugged and remote north-west coast of Scotland takes on a 
majestic character in the early spring as Mother Nature lays on a 
spectacular display of beauty. From our base in Kinlochbervie, we 
visit Oldshoremore - an exquisite beach of white sand - and Smoo 
Cave at Durness, a huge sea cave with a waterfall and a ‘blowhole’. 
In the evenings we enjoy fine food among good company.

Can any three place names evoke the joys of Scotland’s great 
outdoors more succinctly than these? From a morning cruise aboard 
the fittingly regal ‘Summer Queen’ to a circular tour of Lewis that 
takes in archaeological sites and not forgetting the lush sub-tropical 
eden of Inverewe Gardens, this magical tour showcases some of 
Scotland’s many island highlights.

Scotland’s natural environment is second to none with a more 
diverse range of habitats than almost any other country of 
comparable size. This tour of the Highlands aims to provide close 
encounters with a wide range of wildlife, from the Moray Firth 
dolphins to the endangered Scottish wildcat, all set against a 
backdrop of magnificent scenery.

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ bed & breakfast at the 

3-star Royal Hotel, Stornoway
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout and all ferry crossings
 ► Services of an archaeological 

expert as tour manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
23 - 27 Apr £1,050 £975
18 - 22 Jun £1,070 £995

Single Supplement £160

Tour code: BAOH

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed & 

breakfast: two nights at the 3-star 
Station Hotel, Thurso (or similar) 
and two nights at the 3-star 
Kinlochbervie Hotel 

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout

 ► Services of a professional tour 
manager 

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
13 - 17 Jun £975 £925

Aug, Sep & Oct dates available
Single Supplement £90

Tour code: BSNE

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed and 

breakfast at the Port Askaig Hotel, 
Islay

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel and all 

ferry crossings
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
15 - 19 May £1,350 £1,275
5 - 9 Jun £1,270 £1,195

Jul & Sep dates available
Single Supplement £200
Optional excursion: Colonsay £55

Tour code: BIJA

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Five nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: 

three nights at the Gairloch Hotel 
and two nights at a comfortable 
hotel in the Fort William area

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary 
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout

 ► Services of a professional tour 
manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
2 - 7 Jun £945 £895

Sep date available
Single Supplement £195

Tour code: BHEX

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast 

at the 3-star Kirkwall Hotel, Orkney
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel and all 

ferry crossings
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
23 - 27 Jun £1,240 £1,165

Aug date available
Single Supplement £175

Tour code: BUOR

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed 

& breakfast at the 3-star 
Kinlochbervie Hotel

 ► Comfortable coach travel 
throughout

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
11 - 14 Apr £645 £595
25 - 28 Apr £645 £595

Oct date available
Single Supplement  £120

Tour code: BXNW

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Five nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: 

three nights at the Gairloch Hotel 
and two nights at the Caladh Inn, 
Stornoway

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel and all 

ferry crossings 

 ► Services of a professional tour 
manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
31 May - 5 Jun £1,220 £1,145

Aug date available
Single Supplement £250

Tour code: BSSS

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & 

breakfast at the Craiglynne Hotel, 
Speyside (or similar)

 ► One lunch 
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout 

 ► Services of a professional tour 
manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
23 - 26 Jun £805 £755

Single Supplement £90

Tour code: BHWS

LOW SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75
SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75
SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

5 DAYS FROM

£975

5 DAYS FROM

£1,195

5 DAYS FROM

£925

6 DAYS FROM

£895
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NO SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£100

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£150

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50
4 DAYS FROM

£5955

Hop aboard the MV Lord of the Glens, with its 27 beautifully appointed state cabins, as it 
sets sail between Inverness, Fort Augustus and Oban.
We begin at Inverness and cruise Loch Ness to Fort Augustus. The vessel is then lifted by a 
series of locks to peaceful Loch Oich and continues to Banavie in the shadow of Ben Nevis. 
Here, we see Thomas Telford’s engineering masterpiece – Neptune’s Staircase, a series of 
eight inter-connected locks that take vessels back to sea-level near Fort William. We then 
sail out into the sea and cruise to Mull and Oban, where the voyage concludes. 
In between our cruising, we also offer a full programme of shore excursions, which include 
a train journey, a visit to the Glenfinnan Monument, and visits to both Duart Castle and the 
colourful town of Tobermory.

A slightly longer version of the Highlands and Islands tour above, this eight-day edition 
includes everything on the other itinerary, but also features an excursion to the picturesque 
Eilean Donan Castle as well as time to visit the tiny island of Eigg. This latter destination 
offers a sense of what life is like for the 90 or so people who live there. There is also a visit to 
the Clan Donald Centre and Gardens on the Isle of Skye.
We will sail from Kyle of Lochalsh to the islands of Skye and Mull to Oban, featurning some 
of the remote and breathtakingly beautiful scenery of Scotland’s west coast, and then 
through the Caledonian Canal to Inverness.

Day 1 Travel under our own arrangement to 
Inverness, where we embark the MV Lord of the 
Glens. This evening, we join the crew for a 
welcome drinks reception. (D)
Day 2 Cruise the length of mysterious Loch Ness 
with a photo opportunity at Castle Urquhart and 
time to explore Fort Augustus. (FB)
Day 3 Continue through sections of the 
Caledonian Canal and peaceful lochs before we 
take a train ride across the iconic Glenfinnan 
Viaduct and visit the Glenfinnan Monument. (FB)

Day 4 Negotiate ‘Neptune’s Staircase’ then 
cruise Loch Linnhe to Tobermory on the Isle of 
Mull. (FB)
Day 5 Visit Duart Castle on Mull then sail over to 
Oban, where we visit the fantastic whisky distillery. 
(FB)
Day 6 Today we disembark and transfer by coach 
back to Inverness. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, FB: Full Board, D: Dinner

4 DAYS FROM

£595

Day 1 Travel under our own arrangement to 
Inverness, where we embark the MV Lord of the 
Glens. Later, we join the crew for a welcome 
drinks reception. (D)
Day 2 Enjoy an excursion to the National Trust of 
Scotland’s Visitor Centre at Culloden and the 
Clava Cairns. Later we set sail on the Caledonian 
Canal built between 1803 and 1822 to connect 
with the four lochs of the Great Glen. En route 
we pass Urquhart Castle before arriving at Fort 
Augustus. (FB)
Day 3 The vessel descends Neptune’s Staircase 
before we arrive in Corpach. Later, we depart by 
train on the West Highland Railway, travelling 
over the Glenfinnan Viaduct. (FB)

Day 4 We journey to Oban and upon arrival, we 
walk up to McCaigs Tower. (FB)
Day 5 We sail to Craignure, pausing for 
photographs in front of Duart Castle. We head to 
the Isle of Iona and then it’s on to Tobermory. 
(FB)
Day 6 Visit the tiny island of Eigg and then the 
village of Inverie on Loch Nevis. (FB)
Day 7 Sail across the Sound of Sleat to 
Armadale on the Isle of Skye. Here we visit the 
Clan Donald Centre, before we sail to Kyle of 
Lochalsh to visit Eilean Donan Castle. (FB)
Day 8 Transfer by coach to Inverness. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, FB: Full Board, D: Dinner

Lord of the Glens - 
   Highlands and Islands

Lord of the Glens - 
   Heart of the Highlands

Urquhart Castle, Loch Ness

WHAT’S INCLUDED 
 ► Five nights’ accommodation in a lower, middle 

or upper deck twin en-suite cabin on a full 
board basis

 ► Shore excursions as described in the itinerary
 ► Return coach transfers from Inverness

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
Oban to Inverness
16 - 21 Apr 
Lower Deck  £1,670 £1,595
Middle Deck £1,920 £1,845
Upper Deck £2,195  £2,095
2023
Inverness to Oban
21 - 26 Apr 
Lower Deck  £1,670 £1,595
Middle Deck £1,920 £1,845
Upper Deck £2,195  £2,095

Single Supplement  from £900

Tour code: BLGS

6 DAYS FROM

£1,595

Lord of the Glens

8 DAYS FROM

£2,495

WHAT’S INCLUDED 
 ► Seven nights’ accommodation in a lower, 

middle or upper deck twin en-suite cabin on a 
full board basis

 ► Shore excursions as described in the itinerary
 ► Return coach transfers from Inverness

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh
15 - 22 May 
Lower Deck  £2,595 £2,495
Middle Deck  £3,145 £2,995
Upper Deck £3,645 £3,495

Sep & Oct dates available
Single Supplement  from £1,500

Tour code: BLGE

Castles and Palaces
   of the Highlands

Historic Houses of the
   Scottish Borders

Historic Houses of
   Aberdeenshire

In the Footsteps
   of the Picts

This tour takes us through some of the most stunning landscapes 
of Scotland. Visits include Blair Castle, the château-style Dunrobin 
Castle and blush-coloured Brodie Castle. The highlight is our visit to 
Cawdor Castle, where we are joined by Lady Cawdor for a private 
drinks reception, and Brian Cunningham will join us at Scone Palace.

The Scottish Borders are often overlooked in comparison with the 
Highlands and Islands, but they have a quiet, understated beauty 
of their own. During this short break, we will explore the Georgian 
masterpieces at Mellerstain and Manderston, visit Traquair House 
and admire Sir Walter Scott’s personal collections at Abbotsford.

NO SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

Aberdeenshire is dotted with historic houses and castles, many of 
them outstanding examples of Scots Baronial architecture. Each 
one has a story to tell with countless legends and several royal 
connections, including Balmoral, now remembered as the place 
where Her Majesty The Queen passed away on 8 September, 2022.

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

Living beyond the northern frontier of the Roman Empire, the 
people of northern Scotland in the Dark Ages were known as the 
Picts – a name given by the Romans, meaning the ‘painted, tattooed 
ones’. They left behind fine carved stones and jewellery from early 
medieval Europe, and this tour showcases it all. Explore a newly 
excavated fortress of the Pictish kings, and view their symbols of 
power in museum collections with unique access to new discoveries.

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast 

at the 4-star Grant Arms Hotel, 
Grantown-on-Spey

 ► Two lunches
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
17 - 21 May £1,170 £1,095

Jul & Sep dates available
Single Supplement £240

Tour code: BPHL

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & 

breakfast at the  4-star Peebles 
Hydro Hotel

 ► One lunch
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
23 - 26 Apr £745 £695
25 - 28 Jun £825 £775

Sep date available
NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Tour code: BHSB

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed and 

breakfast at the 4-star Ardoe 
House Hotel, Aberdeen

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager 

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
24 - 27 Apr £645 £595
5 - 8 Jun £715 £665

Jul date available
Single Supplement £150

Tour code: BHHA

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & 

breakfast at the 4-star Links Hotel, 
Montrose

 ► Coach travel and all visits as 
outlined 

 ► Services of an archaeological 
expert as tour manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
16 - 19 Jun £645 £595

Jul, Aug & Sep dates available 
NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Tour code: BPIC

5 DAYS FROM

£1,095

4 DAYS FROM

£695
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SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

4 DAYS FROM

£645

In the south-western corner of Scotland, Dumfries and Galloway is home to some of the 
country’s most attractive gardens. The artistic highlight of our tour is undoubtedly Dumfries 
House, actually in Ayrshire and which King Charles helped to save. We see something rather 
different at Broughton House - an artist’s garden at the restored former home of ‘Glasgow 
Boy’ E. A. Hornel - and other highlights include Drumlanrig Castle and Crawick Multiverse, 
the latter a gem hidden among the rolling hills of Dumfriesshire.

Often described as “Scotland in Miniature”, Arran has a blend of Highland and Island scenery 
with granite peaks and deep glens to the north of the island, contrasting with its rolling and 
lush farmlands to the south. From our base in Blackwaterfoot, we visit Brodick Castle and 
its wonderful gardens, we enjoy a circular tour of Arran that passes through Whiting Bay, 
Lamlash, Corrie and Sannox, and we can look forward to both a tour and a tasting at the Isle 
of Arran Distillery.

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Aberdeen, Dundee, Perth, Kinross, 
Dunfermline, Edinburgh, Glasgow) and head for 
Dumfries House, whose stunning interiors are 
home to a world-class collection of furniture, and 
explore the Queen Elizabeth Walled Garden. 
We continue to our hotel in Dumfries. (D)
Day 2 We begin at Glenwhan Garden, with 
marvellous views over Luce Bay. At its heart is an 
extensive pool, divided by a grassy causeway and 
fed by a tumbling stream. This afternoon we 
explore the world-famous Logan Botanic 
Gardens. The climate here is exceptionally mild 
and several different habitats provide conditions 
for a huge range of plants. (B, D)
Day 3 This morning sees us at the former artist’s 
studio of Broughton House, whose compact but 

colourful garden displays Japanese influences. 
Next we spend more time in Kirkcudbright, a 
haven for artists, as paid testament to by its 
abundance of art galleries, one of which we visit. 
Following this, we visit the plantsman’s nursery of 
Ellenbank, full of cottage garden perennials such 
as violas, clematis and penstemons. Our last visit 
of the day is to the gardens of Threave Estate.  
(B, D)
Day 4 Art and horticulture combine beautifully at 
Drumlanrig Castle. Completed in 1691 by 
William Douglas, it is one of the first Renaissance 
buildings in the grand manner in Scotland. Our 
final visit is to Crawick Multiverse, a hidden gem 
nested in a bowl of rolling hills. We return to our 
original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up 
points (Aberdeen, Stonehaven, Forfar, Dundee, 
Perth, Kinross, Dunfermline, Edinburgh, Glasgow) 
and head to Ardrossan for our ferry to Arran and 
transfer to our hotel in Blackwaterfoot. (D)
Day 2 Today we have a circular tour of Arran 
visiting Whiting Bay, Lamlash, Brodick, Corrie, 
Sannox, Catacol, Pirnmill and Isle of Arran 
Distillery. Only 56 miles around its coastline, the 
small villages are compared to ‘jewels on a 
necklace’ strung out like pearls around the island. 
(B, D)
Day 3 Explore at your leisure or take an optional 
excursion to the little Hebridean island of Gigha 
including a visit to Achamore Gardens. Nestling 
close to the mainland just off the Kintyre 
peninsula, this is a gem of an island often 
overlooked by the island-hopper. (B, D)

Day 4 This morning we visit Brodick Castle and 
Gardens, looking east across the Firth of Clyde. 
The present garden dates from 1932 when the 
Duchess of Montrose started an ambitious 
woodland garden with a collection of 
rhododendrons. From the castle, paths wind 
downhill towards the seashore, and in a shady 
place there is a fernery and a delightful Bavarian 
summer house embellished with rustic work and 
lovely inlaid panels of pinecones. (B, D)
Day 5 Morning ferry to Ardrossan and return to 
our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Gardens of 
   Dumfries and Galloway

Arran, 
   Scotland in Miniature

Logan Botanic Garden

4 DAYS FROM

£675

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast at the 

4-star Cairndale Hotel
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
4 - 7 Jun £725 £675

Jul, Aug & Sep dates available
Single Supplement £150

Tour code: BDAG

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 3-star 

Kinloch Hotel, Blackwaterfoot 
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel and all ferry crossings
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
29 May - 2 Jun £945 £895
19 - 23 Jun £945 £895

Aug & Sep dates available
Single Supplement £180
Optional excursion: Gigha £55

Tour code: BARR

Brodick Castle

5 DAYS FROM

£895

Scenic
   Scottish Railways

Scenic Journeys of
   Argyll and Bute

Scenic Journeys of the
   Highlands and Islands

Lundy and the Scenic Journeys
   of the West Country

The north of Scotland boasts some wonderful scenic railway lines. 
The challenge of building railways through difficult terrain was 
taken up by engineers of the Victorian age and their legacy is in the 
sweeping curves and majestic viaducts. Highlights include steam-
hauled trips on the Jacobite and the Strathspey Railway.

The railway line from Glasgow to Oban is one of the most scenic 
in Scotland, and unjustly receives less attention than the more 
famous routes such as Fort William to Mallaig and Inverness to Kyle 
of Lochalsh. As well as traversing this historic railway line, we’ll as 
enjoy the island gems of Gigha and Bute, where we visit Achamore 
Gardens and Mount Stuart, and tour Inveraray Castle.

The Highlands and Islands of Scotland provide such a wealth of 
scenic journeys that it can be a daunting prospect to work out 
how best to take them all in. This tour provides the answer to 
this Caledonian conundrum with an itinerary that ticks off gems 
including a ride aboard the Jacobite and a cruise on Loch Linnhe.

The passage from Ilfracombe to the Isle of Lundy in fair weather is 
as good as it gets. Settle down in your seat on the MS Oldenburg, 
keeping an eye out for wildlife such as seabirds, basking sharks and 
seals. We have a few hours on Lundy and other highlights include 
a trip on the West Somerset Steam Railway, a scenic coach tour of 
Exmoor National Park and a ride on a horse-drawn barge.

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & 

breakfast at the 3-star Craiglynne 
Hotel, Speyside (or similar) 

 ► Comfortable coach and standard 
class rail travel throughout

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager 

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
5 - 8 May £695 £645

Jul, Sep & Oct dates available
Single Supplement £90

Tour code: BSSR

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast 

at the 3-star Inveraray Inn, Loch 
Fyne

 ► One lunch
 ► Comfortable coach travel, ferry 

crossings and standard class rail 
travel

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary

 ► Services of a professional tour 
manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
6 - 10 Jun £1,120 £1,045

Jul & Sep dates available
Single Supplement £180

Tour code: BSAB

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Six nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: 

three nights in the Fort William area 
and three nights in Inverness

 ► Comfortable coach travel, ferry 
crossings and standard class rail 
travel

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
24 - 30 Apr £1,370 £1,295
16 - 22 Jun £1,670 £1,595

Sep date available
Single Supplement £395

Tour code: BSJH

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & 

breakfast at the Holiday Inn, 
Taunton

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
19 - 22 Jun £695 £645

Aug date available
Single Supplement £120

Please note a good degree of 
mobility is required.

Tour code: BLWC

LOW SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

7 DAYS FROM

£1,295
SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

4 DAYS FROM

£645

5 DAYS FROM

£1,045
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TOUR MANAGER 
COLIN CROSBIE

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50
4 DAYS FROM

£745

4 DAYS FROM

£595

Great Gardens of 
Cornwall

Gardens of
   North Wales

RHS Garden Bridgewater
   and Gardens of the North West

Private Gardens of
   East Anglia

With the help of Mike Nelhams, Curator of Tresco’s Abbey Gardens 
and a long-standing associate of Brightwater Holidays, we have put 
together this very special tour of Cornwall, featuring not only the 
gardens but the personalities behind them. These include Sir Tim 
Smit, the driving force behind both the Lost Gardens of Heligan 
and the Eden Project, Charles Williams of Caerhays Castle and Lord 
Falmouth of Tregothnan Estate.

Set among glorious scenery, North Wales is home to outstanding 
gardens. One of the best is Plas Cadnant, which 25 years ago was 
an abandoned wilderness of ivy and decrepit fruit trees. Further 
highlights include the private garden of Maenen Hall with its 
dramatic views of Snowdonia; Bodnant Garden, with plants from all 
over the world, and Portmeirion - a surreal Italianate village.

TOUR MANAGER 
TONY RUSSELL

Known for being one of the largest and perhaps most ambitious 
gardening projects in the Europe, RHS Garden Bridgewater was 
created by leading landscape architect Tom Stuart-Smith. Highlights 
include one of the largest walled gardens in the UK, beautifully 
landscaped grounds, living plant collections and horticultural trials. 
Other visits include Dunham Massey, Tatton Park and Arley Hall.

The adjoning counties of Essex, Suffolk and Norfolk feature on this 
tour of some of the finest gardens that East Anglia has to offer. 
We have the privilege of visiting Raveningham Hall, the garden of 
former RHS President Sir Nicholas Bacon Bt, along with East Ruston 
Old Vicarage, an inspirational exotic garden that lies less than two 
miles from the North Sea.

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast 

at the 4-star Alverton Hotel, Truro
 ► Return standard class rail travel 

between London and Truro
 ► Return helicopter flight to the Scilly 

Isles 

 ► Comfortable coach travel 
throughout

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
16 - 20 Apr £1,870 £1,795

Single Supplement £220

Tour code: BCMN

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & 

breakfast at the 3-star Celtic Royal 
Hotel, Caernarfon 

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout
 ► Services of Tony Russell as tour 

manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
18 - 21 May £645 £595

Aug date available
Single Supplement £195

Tour code: BNWA

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & 

breakfast at the 4-star BW 
Pinewood Hotel in Wilmslow

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
27 - 30 May £645 £595
24 - 27 Jun £675 £625

Aug, Sep & Oct dates available
Single Supplement £120

Tour code: BBNW

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & 

breakfast at the 4-star Dunston Hall 
Hotel, Norwich

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
16 - 19 Jun £795 £745

Single Supplement £195

Tour code: BEAG

4 DAYS FROM

£595

This tour combines the colour, prestige and excitement of the RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
with some of the south of England’s finest gardens, affording the opportunity to enjoy a 
wide range of horticultural excellence. Our twin-centre holiday includes visits to the RHS 
Chelsea Flower Show and the unmissable gardens of RHS Garden Wisley, Sissinghurst in 
Kent and Great Dixter. We also visit the ancient Bishop’s Palace in Wells, the Harold Peto 
designed garden at Iford Manor and Hestercombe, spend some time in the city of Bath and 
explore Tyntesfield, a National Trust Victorian country house with a glorious walled garden.

Day 1 We depart from our pick-up points (London, 
Reading, Swindon, Bristol) and transfer to 
Tyntesfield. Terraced lawns give way to spacious 
parkland filled with hundreds of trees and a 
glorious walled kitchen garden. (D)
Day 2 This morning we visit the garden at 
Stourhead. Temples, urns, a grotto and a wealth 
of trees all contribute to the special atmosphere 
of this celebrated landscape garden. In the 
afternoon we transfer to the historic city of Bath 
for some free time. (B, D)
Day 3 We visit the Bishop’s Palace in Wells, a 
stunning medieval palace to enjoy a special 
‘Horticulture at the Palace’ tour. In the afternoon 
we visit Hestercombe, one of Gertrude Jekyll and 
Sir Edwin Lutyens’ greatest masterpieces. (B, D)

Day 4 We make our way to the gardens of lford 
Manor, where we have an exclusive private visit. 
We continue to the gardens of Wilton House, an 
impressive Palladian mansion near Salisbury. (B, D)
Day 5 This morning we head for Great Dixter, 
where we are treated to an exclusive guided tour. 
We continue to the famous gardens of 
Sissinghurst. (B, D)  
Day 6 This morning we depart for our full-day 
visit to the RHS Chelsea Flower Show. (B, D)
Day 7 We travel to RHS Garden Wisley, which is 
where the Royal Horticultural Society shows the 
gardening public how it should be done. A guided 
tour is included here. Following this we return to 
our drop-off points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

This unique, specially arranged tour is led throughout by Colin Crosbie, who will give us 
personally guided tours of RHS Garden Wisley and the RHS Chelsea Flower Show. After 
our guided tour and an exclusive private dinner at Wisley, Colin will give us a talk revealing 
the secrets of what goes on behind the scenes at the world’s most famous flower show. Our 
short tour concludes in the regal setting of the Savill Garden in Windsor.

Day 1 Travel independently to the hotel. At an 
agreed time we depart by coach for the RHS 
Garden Wisley, one of the world’s great gardens. 
Here Colin Crosbie will give us a personal guided 
tour, picking out some of the horticultural 
highlights and sharing with us some of the 
projects he was involved with during his time as 
Curator. Once the site has closed to the public we 
will enjoy private access to the garden before 
gathering in one of the restaurants where we will 
be privileged to enjoy an exclusive three-course 
dinner with wine. Following dinner Colin will give 
us a talk encompassing his experiences as Curator 
of Wisley and before that as Head Gardener to 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Queen 
Mother, before moving on to the subject of the 
Chelsea Flower Show.  (D)
Day 2 Today we depart for our full day visit to the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show,which holds a rare 

position as a great British tradition and an exciting 
source of inspiration and advice. One of the 
highlights of the show is the collection of over 20 
full-sized show gardens. We will be accompanied 
by our guide Colin Crosbie, who will divide our 
party up into a number of smaller groups and give 
each group a personal guided tour of the show 
ground, picking out highlights among the display 
gardens and exhibits and giving us a unique 
insight into the hidden secrets of Chelsea. (B, D)
Day 3 Our final visit is to Savill Garden at 
Windsor. Our guide Colin will accompany us 
once again and although he was engaged as 
Head Gardener at the Queen Mother’s private 
garden in Windsor, he is of course familiar with 
the Savill Garden and Windsor Great Park within 
which it is set. You may leave the tour here in 
Windsor or return by coach to our hotel. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

The RHS Chelsea Flower Show
   behind-the-scenes with Colin Crosbie RHS Chelsea Garden

3 DAYS FROM

£795

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Two nights’ bed & breakfast at a 4-star hotel  

in London
 ► One dinner at the hotel and one private dinner 

with wine at RHS Garden Wisley
 ► Full-day ticket for the RHS Chelsea Flower Show
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 
 ► Services of Colin Crosbie as tour manager  

and guide

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
24 - 26 May £845 £795

Single Supplement £195

Tour code: BCBS

YOUR TOUR MANAGER
COLIN CROSBIE
Colin Crosbie was the Head 
Gardener to Her Majesty The 
Queen Mother in Windsor and 
a former Curator at RHS Wisley. 
He is currently the President of the Scottish Rock 
Garden Club.

7 DAYS FROM

£1,345

The RHS Chelsea Flower Show
   and Classic English Gardens

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner bed and breakfast at the 

Walnut Tree Hotel, North Petherton, Somerset 
and three nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast at 
the DoubleTree by Hilton Woking (or similar) 

 ► Full-day ticket for the RHS Chelsea Flower Show
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
23 - 28 May £1,420 £1,345

Single Supplement £330

Tour code: BCHB

RHS Garden Wisley, Surrey

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75
5 DAYS FROM

£1,795
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SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75ESSENTIALS 
COLLECTION

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

4 DAYS FROM

£695

8 DAYS FROM

£1,695

EXPERIENCE 
DAY

1 DAY

£99

5 DAYS FROM

£545

Colours of the
   Lake District

 Gardens of
   Guernsey and Sark

The Gardens of
   Kent and Sussex

Arts and
   Gardens of Durham

Delights of the
   Lake District

The
   Irish Rover

Lullingstone Castle
   & The World Garden of Plants with Tom Hart Dyke

Private Gardens
   of Herefordshire

It’s easy to see why so many celebrated literary figures chose 
to call the Lake District home - this part of the country is simply 
spectacular. By far the UK’s most popular national park, the Lake 
District was given UNESCO World Heritage Status in 2017 and its 
spellbinding landscape of rolling mountains and sprawling lakes is 
sure to inspire even the most uncreative soul!

The island of Guernsey flourishes in the early warmth of spring and 
is home to some wonderful gardens. Visits include  the Guernsey 
Millennium Tapestry,  Castle Cornet and a small private garden. Our 
optional excursion takes you to the traffic-free island of Sark  and 
visits the garden of La Seigneurie and wildflower meadows.

If there’s one tour that epitomises the joy of strolling around a 
perfect English country garden, it is this one – with one shining 
example after another to be savoured and enjoyed. Visits include 
Great Comp, Lullingstone Castle. Nymans Garden, the Sussex 
Prairie Garden, Sissinghurst, Great Dixter and a tour of Perch Hill.

The North East of England boasts an impressive artistic heritage, 
in galleries, museums and houses across County Durham, 
Northumberland and the city of Newcastle. Our tour begins at 
the gardens of Belsay Hall in Northumberland. More visits follow 
including, Alnwick Garden, the rock garden at Cragside, the 
Oriental Museum in Durham, and the Bowes Museum.

Join us and your driver/guide as we take a trip along the Lakeside 
and Haverthwaite heritage Railway, cruise along the glassy waters 
of Lake Windermere and visit the market towns of Keswick and 
Cockermouth. We also visit Grasmere, where you may choose to 
enjoy a steam-powered gondola cruise on Coniston Water, visit 
Dove Cottage, or indulge in the famous Grasmere gingerbread on a 
visit to Sarah Nelson’s Gingerbread Shop.

Just like the Van Morrison song, this Irish Rover is wrapped up in 
glory – the glory of some of Ireland’s finest gardens. A rich feast 
of horticultural excellence awaits, with memorable and beguiling 
gardens, enthusiastic and skilful owners and an ever-changing 
backdrop of lush green hills and glittering seascapes.

We meet at one of England’s oldest family estates, Lullingstone 
Castle, where we are joined in the Norman Church by Tom Hart 
Dyke, the 20th generation to live at the castle. In these charming 
surroundings, we enjoy a light lunch before Tom escorts us through 
his World Garden of Plants, which is a tribute to the incredible 
achievements of the Victorian and Edwardian plant hunters who 
sought out and bought back many of the plants we love and grow.

Rural Herefordshire boasts some of Britain’s finest gardens in a 
broad variety of styles and we visit a fine array of them on this 
charming holiday. Highlights on this short break include Sir Roy 
Strong’s former garden The Laskett, Westonbury Mill Water 
Garden and an exclusive private tour of Stockton Bury Garden. We 
will also visit Hampton Court Castle and its award-winning gardens.

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & 

breakfast at the 4-star Skiddaw 
Hotel, Keswick

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
1 - 4 May £845 £795
19 - 22 Jun £875 £825

Oct date available
NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Tour code: BATL

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed and 

breakfast at La Barbarie Hotel, 
Guernsey

 ► Return flights from London to 
Guernsey

 ► Visits as described, comfortable 
coach travel throughout

 ► Services of a professional tour 
manager 

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
13 - 17 Apr £1,450 £1,375
1 - 5 Jun £1,440 £1,475

Sep date available
Single Supplement £295
Optional Excursion: Sark  £110

Tour code: BGYS

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & 

breakfast at the 4-star Donnington 
Manor Hotel, Sevenoaks (or similar)

 ► One lunch
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
21 - 24 Apr £795 £745
23 - 26 Jun £845 £795

Aug & Oct dates available
Single Supplement £180

Tour code: BKSG

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & 

breakfast at the Durham Marriott 
Hotel Royal County

 ► Standard class rail travel from 
London to Newcastle, returning 
from Darlington

 ► Comfortable coach travel and all 
visits

 ► Services of a professional tour 
manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
5 - 8 May £845 £795

Aug date available
Single Supplement £90

Tour code: BAGD

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights at the Cumbria Grand 

Hotel, Grange-over-Sands
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout
 ► Services of a coach driver/guide

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
5 - 9 Jun £595 £545

Jul & Aug dates available
Single Supplement £125

Tour code: BELD

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Presentation from Tom Hart Dyke 

on life at Lullingstone Castle and 
plant hunting overseas

 ► Guided tour with Tom Hart Dyke 
through The World Garden of 
Plants

 ► Light two-course lunch

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
15 May  £99

Jul & Sep dates available
NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Tour code: BELC

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & 

breakfast at the 3-star Three 
Counties Hotel in Hereford 

 ► One lunch 
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout

 ► Services of a professional tour 
manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
29 May - 1 Jun £745 £695

Sep date available
Single Supplement £120

Tour code: BHER

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Seven nights’ bed & breakfast: two 

nights at the 4-star Dunadry Hotel, 
Co Antrim; three nights at the 
4-star Hilton Dublin; and two nights 
at the 3-star Blarney Woollen Mills 
Hotel, Cork 

 ► Five dinners
 ► Flights from London to Belfast, 

returning from Cork

 ► Services of a professional tour 
manager (Colin Crosbie in May and 
Trevor Edwards in June)

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
4 - 11 May £1,770 £1,695
14 - 21 Jun £1,770 £1,695

Aug date available
Single Supplement £495

Tour code: BIFG

NO SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

LOW SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

4 DAYS FROM

£795

4 DAYS FROM

£745

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

5 DAYS FROM

£1,375

4 DAYS FROM

£795
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SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

NO SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

5 DAYS FROM

£895

4 DAYS FROM

£795
4 DAYS FROM

£695

4 DAYS FROM

£695

Walmer Castle
   and the Cinque Ports

Stately Homes and 
   Seaside Castles of Norfolk

In the Footsteps of
   Gertrude Jeykll

Castles and Houses
   of Northumberland

Private Gardens
   of Cornwall

Castles and Houses
   of Lincolnshire

Highgrove
   and the Cotswolds

Castles and Historic Houses
   of Cheshire

The historic pleasure gardens at Walmer Castle in Kent have been 
dramatically brought back to life thanks to a £2.3m restoration 
project funded by English Heritage, and they form the centrepiece 
of this enticing tour which also visits the ‘Cinque Ports’ of Hastings, 
Sandwich, Hythe, Dover, and Romney. We’ll also explore the English 
garden of Pashley Manor and Smallhythe Place.

Our tour begins at the 500-year-old Oxburgh Hall followed by 
a visit to one of Britain’s largest keeps, Castle Rising. We visit the 
Blickling Estate, take a trip on the North Norfolk Railway, and enjoy 
afternoon tea and a private tour at Sandringham. Holkham Hall, 
Hindringham Hall, Wolterton Park, Hoveton Hall and Mannington 
Hall are also included.

We start our tour at the private garden of Durmast House, 
followed by Knightshayes with a unique collection of plants, 
and Hestercombe, perhaps Jekyll and Lutyens’ most famous 
collaboration. Other highlights include East Lambrook Manor, 
Munstead Wood, Loseley Park and an exclusive private dinner at 
Gravetye Manor.

A visit to Northumberland’s low-lying coast and wide open spaces 
is always a treat, but when it includes a host of historic houses 
and castles the pleasure is magnified greatly. Perhaps the most 
impressive of these is Bamburgh Castle. We’ll also visit Lindisfarne, 
Belsay Hall, Wallington House and Alnwick Castle.

NO SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

Cornwall’s gardens are renowned for their colour and variety, 
and there are outstanding examples here, many of them privately 
owned. These include the Italianate-style Lamorran and Caerhays 
Castle with its informal woodland garden. We begin at Lanhydrock, 
then visit Trewithen with its outstanding collection of Asiatic trees 
and shrubs, and also take in the more modern Trelissick Garden.

The county of Lincolnshire is littered with historic halls, mansions 
and castles. From our hotel located in the heart of Lincoln and just a 
stone’s throw from the medieval cathedral, we tour the county and 
sample the delights of one fine property after another. Join us as we 
discover Belton Hall, Tattershall House, Gunby Hall, Doddington 
Hall and Grimsthorpe Castle.

Our tour of the Cotswolds features an exclusive visit to Highgrove 
Gardens, the country home of His Majesty The King. This is a rare 
opportunity to see these fascinating gardens, which of course are 
cultivated using wholly organic methods. We’ll also have the chance 
to explore the Arts and Crafts house of Rodmarton Manor, Hidcote 
Manor, Kiftsgate Court, Misarden Park and Westonbirt.

This tour takes us to the north-west of England and explores 
some of the finest historic houses and castles in Cheshire. We visit 
Capesthorne Hall, Beeston Castle and Dorfold Hall. We’ll also visit 
the Georgian country house Rode Hall, Peover Hall, a full day to 
explore Tatton Park, and the Tudor house of Little Moreton Hall.

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & 

breakfast at the 3-star Clifton 
Hotel, Folkestone

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
5 - 8 Jun £695 £645

Sep date available
Single Supplement £90

Tour code: BWCP

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner (with wine), bed 

& breakfast at the 4-star Knights 
Hill Hotel, King’s Lynn

 ► One lunch and one afternoon tea
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
21 - 25 May £1,270 £1,195
28 Jun - 2 Jul £1,270 £1,195

Sep date available
NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Tour code: BPCN

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Five nights’ bed and breakfast: two 

nights at the boutique Lanes Hotel, 
Yeovil and three nights at the 4-star 
Frensham Pond Hotel, Farnham

 ► Four dinners at the hotels and one 
at Gravetye Manor

 ► Comfortable coach travel 
throughout 

 ► Services of Michael Gill as tour 
manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
1 - 6 Jun £1,670 £1,595

Single Supplement £395

Tour code: BJEK

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & 

breakfast at the 4-star Maldron 
Hotel, Newcastle

 ► Return standard class rail travel 
from London to Newcastle

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout

 ► Services of a professional tour 
manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
4 - 7 Jun £845 £795

Sep date available
Single Supplement £120

Tour code: BCHN

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’  dinner, bed and 

breakfast at the 4-star Cottons 
Hotel, Knutsford

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager 

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
17 - 21 Apr £945 £895
22 - 26 May   £1,025 £975

Aug date available
Single Supplement £150

Tour code: BCCH

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed and 

breakfast at a comfortable hotel in 
Cornwall

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
27 - 30 Apr £745 £695
29 Jun - 2 Jul £795 £745

Single Supplement £195

Tour code: BPCO

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & 

breakfast at the 4-star Lincoln 
Hotel, Lincoln

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager 

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
23 - 26 Jun £845 £795

Sep date available
NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Tour code: BCHL

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & 

breakfast at the Holiday Inn 
Gloucester-Cheltenham

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
28 Apr - 1 May £745 £695
19 - 22 May £775 £725
23 - 26 Jun £775 £725

Aug & Sep dates available
Single Supplement £195

Tour code: BHGC

LOW SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

TOUR MANAGER
MICHAEL GILL

5 DAYS FROM

£1,195
SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50
4 DAYS FROM

£645

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75
6 DAYS FROM

£1,595
SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50
4 DAYS FROM

£795



22 23Brightwater Holidays | Spring 2023 01334 766 097 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£100

NEWSAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£100

NEW

NEWSAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50
4 DAYS FROM

£675

6 DAYS FROM

£965

Over the Moors to
   Northumberland

The Manx
   Explorer

From Ribblehead to Ravenglass:
   Railways of Yorkshire and the Lakes

Heritage Railways 
   of East Anglia

The star of Channel 5’s The Yorkshire Steam Railway, the North 
Yorkshire Moors Railway, is one of the country’s most popular 
heritage railways. Take the train from Pickering to Whitby to visit a 
full-size replica of Captain Cook’s ship, Endeavour, and enjoy a tour 
at RHS Garden Harlow Carr. Other highlights include Bamburgh 
Castle, Alnwick Garden and the Open Air Museum at Beamish.

The Isle of Man is a mecca for steam and rail enthusiasts, with three 
different railway experiences, not to mention a delightful horse-
drawn tram. We ride the Isle of Man Steam Railway and the Manx 
Electric Railway, and we enjoy a gentle ride on a horse-drawn tram 
that ply back and forth along the promenade on Douglas Bay. Visits 
include the iconic Laxey Wheel, Peel Castle and Tynwald Hill.

We begin with visits to York and RHS Garden Harlow Carr, then 
take the North Yorkshire Moors Railway to Whitby, where we visit 
the Endeavour replica, and the Settle & Carlisle line, from which we 
travel to our hotel in the Lake District. We also take the Ravenglass 
and Eskdale Railway and Lakeside and Haverthwaite Railway, after 
which a lake steamer takes us across Windermere to Bowness. 

Join us as we visit the East Anglian Railway Museum and travel along 
the Mid-Suffolk railway line, the popular ‘Poppy Line’ in North 
Norfolk, the Mid-Norfolk Railway and the Bure Norfolk Railway. 
We’ll also visit the royal residence of Sandringham, the Norfolk 
Broads and we will admire the unique surroundings of Bressingham 
Steam and Gardens.

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Five nights’ dinner, bed and full 

breakfast: three nights at the Cairn 
Hotel, Harrogate and two nights 
at the Holiday Inn, Newcastle (or 
similar)

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout

 ► Services of a professional tour 
manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
30 May - 4 Jun £1,050 £975

Aug date available
Single Supplement £195

Tour code: BYNB

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed and 

breakfast at the Sefton Hotel (or 
similar)

 ► Return ferry crossings from 
Heysham to the Isle of Man

 ► Comfortable coach travel on the 
Isle of Man 

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary 

 ► Services of a local driver/guide

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
19 - 23 Jun £795 £745

Sep date available
Single Supplement £150

Tour code: BMXE

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Five nights’ dinner, bed and full 

breakfast: three nights at the Cairn 
Hotel, Harrogate and two nights at 
the Cumbria Grand Hotel,  
Grange-over-Sands

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel 

throughout

 ► Services of a professional tour 
manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
30 May - 4 Jun £1,040 £965

Aug date available
Single Supplement £150

Tour code: BYLA

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed and 

breakfast at the Mercure Hotel, 
Norwich

 ► Comfortable coach travel 
throughout

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour 

manager

DEPARTURES  
& PRICES PER PERSON
2023
23 - 26 Jun £725 £675

Aug date available
Single Supplement £120

Tour code: BREA

NEW

NEW

With an even Mediterranean climate, this region is an ideal place from which to explore the 
many jewels such as the Neoclassical rural palace of Villa Bettoni and stunning Sirmione, 
known as ‘the pearl of the islands and peninsulas’. Venice awaits with inspired sights of St. 
Mark’s Square and the Rialto Bridge and even a gondola ride, whilst Villa Scipione Borghese 
displays fine Neogothic architecture and a splendid Italian garden with lush greenery, 
cypresses and magnolias. In addition to one-night stays in Turin and Milan is a five-night 
sojourn in the Desenzano area, woven together by a relaxing network of rail travel. 

Day 1 Depart from London St Pancras to Paris on 
the Eurostar, transfer by coach to Paris Gare de 
Lyon and continue by rail to Turin. We have dinner 
on the train and then transfer to our hotel. (D)
Day 2 Travel by coach to Lake Garda before we 
pay a visit to Villa Bettoni. (B, D)
Day 3 Today we head to Sirmione, home to an 
ancient Roman villa from the early imperial age, 
the Rocca Scaligera and the church of San 
Pietro in Mavino. We also visit Scaligero Castle 
and the Roman Villa “Grotte di Catullo”. (B, D) 
Day 4 We travel by rail to Venice, where a boat 
transports us to St Mark’s Square for a walking 
tour, which includes a Murano glass-blowing 
demonstration. We also enjoy a gondola ride 
before having free time to explore. (B, D)

Day 5 We reach Verona by train for a walking 
tour, which includes the amphitheatre. Later, we 
visit the 15th century Garden Giusti. (B, D)
Day 6 Today we head for Bardolino and enjoy a 
tour of a vineyard with a local farmer, where 
tastings are included. We then take a boat to the 
private island of Isola del Garda to visit Villa 
Scipione Borghese, where a glass of wine and 
private guided tour of the villa await. (B, D)
Day 7 Travel by rail to Milan and enjoy free time 
before we visit Villa Borromeo Visconti Litta. 
We return to Milan for dinner. (B, D)
Day 8 This morning we take the train to the Gare 
de Lyon, transfer by coach to Gare du Nord Paris 
and continue by Eurostar to London St Pancras. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Our tour begins with a visit to the private garden of the President of the Italian Camellia 
Society, home to a collection of over 500 plants. We also discover the three Borromean 
islands, Bella, Madre and Pescatori, which feature sumptuous terraced gardens and elegant 
statuary. Other highlights include Villa Taranto and Villa Pallavicino, where animals from the 
villa’s own zoo roam the grounds, and a private guided tour at Villa Cicogna Mozzoni.

Day 1 Fly from London to Milan and transfer to 
our hotel at Lake Maggiore for lunch. (L, D)
Day 2 Visit the gardens of Villa Taranto, 
flourishing with rare botanical examples and a 
wide range of plants. Later, we visit the most 
remarkable wholesale nursery business in the 
Italian Lake District, Compagnia Del Lago. (B, D)
Day 3 Today we tour the Borromean islands. We 
cruise from Stresa to Isola Bella and continue to 
Isola Pescatori and Isola Madre. (B, D)
Day 4 Tour the private garden of the President 
of the Italian Camellia Society, home to 500 
plants and 318 cultivars. After lunch, we have free 
time in Stresa before we pay a visit to Villa 
Pallavicino. (B, L, D)
Day 5 Explore the perfect example of a formal 
Italian garden at Villa Cicogna Mozzoni situated 
in what were ancient hunting grounds for the 

nobility, in the foothills between Varese and Lake 
Lugano. Here we will be privileged to enjoy a 
private guided tour with the owner. Later we 
transfer to our hotel in Como. (B, D)
Day 6 Today is free to explore at your own pace. 
Take a boat trip on the lake or visit the nearby Villa 
Melzi d’Eril (admission not included). (B, D)
Day 7 We spend the day on Lake Como. On 
arrival in Tremezzo we will have time to enjoy the 
elegant 18th century Villa Carlotta, where, in the 
spring, azaleas and rhododendrons burst into a 
simply dazzling display. Next, we continue to Villa 
Balbianello, which offers unparalelled views down 
the three branches of the lake. (B, D)
Day 8 Today we transfer to Milan airport for our 
return flight to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Villas and Gardens of the 
   Italian Lakes

Villas and Gardens
   of Lake Garda

Lake Garda

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Seven nights‘ bed and breakfast: one night at 

the 4-star Hotel AC Torino by Marriott in Turin, 
five nights at a 4-star hotel in the Desenzano 
area and one night at the 4-star Hilton Milan 
(or similar) 

 ► Seven dinners
 ► Standard class rail travel from London to Turin, 

returning from Milan and throughout Italy
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits and rail travel as outlined in the 

itinerary
 ► Service of a professional tour manager

DATES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
10  - 17 Jun £2,295 £2,195

Sep date available
Single Supplement £495
Eurostar Premier Upgrade On request

Tour code: BVLG

8 DAYS FROM

£2,195

8 DAYS FROM

£2,195

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Seven nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: four 

nights at the 4-star Grand Majestic Hotel, Lake 
Maggiore and three nights at the 4-star Hotel 
Barchetta Excelsior, Lake Como

 ► Two lunches
 ► Return flights from London to Milan
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
3 - 10 May £2,395 £2,295
21 - 28 Jun £2,295 £2,195

Oct date available
Single Supplement £565

Tour code: BLSG

Villa Carlotta, Tremezzo

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£50

6 DAYS FROM

£975

5 DAYS FROM

£745
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TOUR MANAGER 
TREVOR EDWARDS

NEW

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75
SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75
SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£100

Join us as we discover no fewer than five glorious villas on our tour. The first on our list is 
one of the most recognisable buildings of the Renaissance - the palladian masterpiece, Villa 
Rotonda. Others featured on this stunning itinerary include Villa Valmarana, Villa Barbarigo 
and Villa Valmarana, where family members give us a personal tour and host dinner. We also 
have a special farewell dinner, hosted by old Italian nobility - the Godi Malinverni family.

Travel by rail to Turin, Rome and Lecce for a comprehensive exploration of southern Italy’s 
glorious scenic and artistic treasures. Highlights include Alberobello with its distinctive trulli 
houses, the incredible troglodyte rock city of Matera, the city of Lecce with its Baroque style 
architecture, the coastal town of Otranto and La Cutura Botanical Garden. 

Open by special arrangement, we are delighted to offer this rare opportunity to visit the 
beautiful gardens of Ninfa. We also have the opportunity to follow in the footsteps of 
the Popes as we visit the gardens of Castel Gandolfo. We also visit Villa Lante, a study in 
geometry and symmetry dating back to the 16th century, and tour the 16th century gardens 
at Villa D’Este, romantically overgrown with tall pines, evergreen oaks and cedars. 

Day 1 We fly from London to Venice and visit the 
grand gardens of the Villa Pisani. (D)
Day 2 We are joined by a local guide for a 
walking tour of Vicenza’s historic city centre, 
including the wonderful Teatro Olimpico. We 
continue to Villa Rotonda, where we have a 
personal guided tour with the aristocratic owner. 
From here, we visit the Villa Valmarana and enjoy 
a personally guided tour followed by dinner in a 
room adorned with Tiepolo’s frescoes. The Villa’s 
surroundings are designed to suite different tastes 
and functional needs, ranging from an Italian 
garden with dovecote and the well, the walk 
through the hornbeam and the pagoda in the 
woods. (B, D)
Day 3 We start at the Villa Barbarigo, 
surrounded by an exceptional example of 
Baroque gardens. One of the most striking 

features is a series of ascending pools decorated 
with statues and fountain. Next, we’ll have a photo 
opportunity outside Villa Vescovi in the 
Euganean Hills. Dating from 1535, this was the 
summer retreat of the Bishops of Padua. Later, we 
explore Le Paradis des Papillons, a wonderful 
garden which is a haven for butterflies and birds. 
(B, D)
Day 4 After breakfast, we explore the Villa 
Barbaro, with its secret garden behind the villa. In 
the evening we visit the lustrous Villa Godi 
Malinverni, where we have a gala dinner, hosted 
by the aristocratic owners. (B, D)
Day 5 We head for Padua and visit the Orto 
Botanico (Botanic Garden) followed by the 
Scrovegni Chapel, with its exquisite Giotto 
frescoes, before our return flight to London. (B)

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Day 1 We fly from London to Rome, where upon 
arrival we have a short city tour that includes the 
Colosseum, St. Peter’s Square and Basilica and 
the Spanish Steps. (D)
Day 2 After breakfast we depart for Viterbo, 
where we have a guided tour. We’ll see a number 
of grand palaces and old churches enclosed by 
an intact set of medieval walls. Nearby, we find 
the gardens of Villa Lante, described as “one of 
Italy’s greatest Renaissance gardens.” The 
dominant theme is water, and in front of the 
palazzine is a central water parterre, which is a 
classic example of late-Renaissance or mannerist 
style. A later addition is the French-style parterre 
de broderie, with intricate shapes in clipped box 
set against a ground cover of reddish gravel. (B)
Day 3 The gardens of Castel Gandolfo await 
discovery this morning, the traditional papal 

residence outside of Rome. In the afternoon, we 
visit Ninfa – named after a mythical nymph and 
with a curious history. The garden is now deemed 
to be the most beautiful garden in Europe, though 
for hundreds of years the site lay deserted due to 
malaria. After the mosquito hazard was removed 
in 1922, the Duchess of Sermoneta and her son 
Prince Caetani began to lay out a romantic 
garden among the village ruins. (B)
Day 4 This morning we visit Villa d’Este in Tivoli, 
the 16th century gardens known for their use of 
water. From the upper terrace, the valley is filled 
with sparkling spray and the senses are met by the 
sound of cascading water. Amble along the Path 
of One Hundred Fountains to the remains of the 
miniature Rometta. Later, we transfer to the 
airport for our return flight to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Palladian Villas 
   of Veneto

Italy’s
   Puglia and Basilicata

Rome, Ninfa
   and Castel Gandolfo

Trulli houses in Alberobello

Day 1 We depart from London St Pancras to Paris 
Gare du Nord on the Eurostar train, transfer by 
coach to Paris Gare de Lyon and continue by rail 
to the Italian city of Turin with an included boxed 
dinner on board. Then we transfer to our hotel. (D) 
Day 2 After breakfast we take the train to Rome 
and enjoy an afternoon guided tour passing 
historic sites such as the Colosseum, Spanish 
Steps, Pantheon and Piazza Navona. (B) 
Day 3 We travel by rail to the city of Lecce and 
head to Otranto, an ancient trading city which 
overlooks the Mediterranean. (B, D) 
Day 4 Enjoy a full day in Lecce with visits to 
Piazza Sant’Oronzo, the Roman amphiteatre 
and the Palazzo Tamborrino Cezzi. (B, D) 
Day 5 We explore the city of Otranto, including 
the Cathedral of Santa Maria Assunta and La 
Cutura Botanical Garden. (B, D) 

Day 6 We visit the historic city of Galatina for a 
walking tour. Visits include the Church of San 
Pietro and Paolo, a stop at Pasticceria Ascalone 
to taste the famous ‘Pasticciotto’, and Basilica 
Santa Caterina. We head to Gallipoli to visit the 
Basilica of Sant’Agata, the Angevin Castle and 
the Church of Santa Maria degli Angeli. (B, D) 
Day 7 We depart for Alberobello and we visit 
Trullo Sovrano and Sant’Antonio Church. Later, 
we head to Bari but not before making a stop at a 
typical local farm to sample the produce. (B, D) 
Day 8 Enjoy a full day excursion to Matera, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. Here we discover 
some typical grotto houses, cathedrals and 
churches, such as Santa Maria de Idris. (B, D) 
Day 9 After breakfast we transfer to Bari Airport 
for our flight back to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Our tour takes in the best that the island has to offer, from the vibrant city of Palermo to the 
wild landscapes of the Madonie Mountains. Highlights include a private garden in Taormina, 
a head gardener tour at San Giuliano and the private garden of a Sicilian aristocrat.

Day 1 We fly from London to Catania, where we 
transfer to our hotel. (D) 
Day 2 Visit Villa Trinità, an elegant garden born 
from lava, which thrives on the slopes of Etna. This 
afternoon we take an excursion to Mount Etna, 
Europe’s highest active volcano. (B, L, D)
Day 3 Today is ours to explore Taormina and its 
many highlights, including the private garden of 
Casa Cuseni. Created by Robert Kitson, a British 
painter of the early 20th century, its house and 
exuberant plantings demonstrate clear links with 
the Arts and Crafts movement. (B, D)
Day 4 We begin at the Gardens of Princess 
Maria Carla Borghese, created out of barren 
ground almost 50 years ago. Next its on to San 
Giuliano, where the head gardener gives us an 
exclusive insight into Sicilian gardening. (B, D)
Day 5 We discover an extensive collection of 
herbs and spices with a multisensory tour of Gli 
Aromi Sicily. Lunch here makes for today’s 

biggest highlight: a home-made feast prepared 
with an abundance of fresh herbs and devotion. 
Free time in Ragusa follows. (B, L, D)
Day 6 After lunch at a former Benedictine 
monastery, we transfer to the village of Monreale 
and visit the Cathedral and Abbey, with its 
70,000 square feet of mosaics, amazing gold leaf 
and glass interiors. This astounding display echoes 
the opulence of the Alhambra, and is a sight not 
to be missed. (B, L, D)
Day 7 Palermo was once known as Sicily’s 
“garden city”. We find out why during our morning 
visit to the local Botanical Gardens, one of the 
oldest and most significant centres of plant 
research in the Mediterranean. We also visit the 
public garden of Villa Giulia and the impressive 
Norman Palace. (B, D)
Day 8 We transfer to Palermo airport for our 
return flight to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Gardens and Villas 
   of Sicily

Isola Bella, Taormina

Gardens of Ninfa

 Villa Pisani

5 DAYS FROM

£1,595

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ bed and breakfast in the 4-star 

Sweet Hotel in Schiavon or similar
 ► Four dinners
 ► Return flights London to Venice
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
23 - 27 May  £1,670 £1,595

Sep date available
Single Supplement £195

Tour code: BVEN

4 DAYS FROM

£1,295

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ bed & breakfast at a 4-star hotel 

in Rome 
 ► Dinner and welcome drink on the first evening
 ► Return flights from London to Rome
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
16 - 19 May £1,420 £1,345
13 - 16 Jun £1,370 £1,295

Sep date available
Single Supplement £400

Tour code: BRNI

9 DAYS FROM

£2,645

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Eight nights‘ bed and breakfast: one night at 

the 4-star Hotel AC Torino by Marriott in Turin, 
one night at the 4-star Grand Hotel Palatino in 
Rome, four nights at the 4-star Hotel Vittoria 
Resort Pool & Spa in Otranto and two nights 
at the 4-star Hotel Mercure Villa Romanazzi 
Carducci in Bari

 ► Seven dinners  
 ► Standard class rail travel from London to Turin
 ► Flight from Bari to London
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout 
 ► All visits and rail as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Service of a professional tour manager and 

local guides

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
11 - 19 Jun £2,745 £2,645

Oct date available
Single Supplement £495

Tour code: BIPB

8 DAYS FROM

£1,895

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Seven nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: three 

nights in Giardini Naxos; two nights in Ragusa; 
two nights in Palermo

 ► Three lunches
 ► Return flights from London to Sicily
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of  Trevor Edwards as tour manager 

and a local guide

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
18 - 25 Apr £1,970 £1,895
2 - 9 May £1,970 £1,895

Single Supplement £295

Tour code: BSIC

YOUR TOUR MANAGER
TREVOR EDWARDS
Award-winning Garden 
Designer, Writer and Broadcaster 
Trevor Edwards is one of our 
busiest and most popular garden 
Tour Managers, and has led many garden tours 
around the world.
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NEWTOUR MANAGER 
JIM HART

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75
SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75
SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

We visit Grasse, centre of the French perfume industry since the 16th century, where we 
enjoy the International Rose Festival. This pretty hill town lies about 15 kilometres inland 
from Cannes but 300 to 400 metres above sea level, making for a very hospitable climate. 
Visitors to the festival should expect a variety of fringe attractions including perfume 
displays, but roses are everything to the exhibitors, who take the competitive aspect very 
seriously. Elsewhere, we have an exclusive tour at Clos du Peyronnet, where a passion for 
exotic plants is reflected in the colour and variety of this fascinating garden, and at St. Jean 
Cap Ferrat we visit the exquisite gardens of the Fondation Ephrussi de Rothschild. Finally, a 
short hop over the border to Italy finds us at the incomparable Hanbury Gardens. 

Just as the gardens at Giverny inspired Monet, who spent half his life nurturing and enjoying 
them, they continue to enthrall visitors more than 90 years after his death. The restored 
gardens give a vivid impression of Monet’s favourite subjects. The perfect complement to 
Giverny is the Orangerie Museum in Paris. The centrepiece of this outstanding collection is 
Monet’s breathtaking series of murals, Les Nymphéas. These two-metre-high murals extend 
to almost 200m in length and provide a moving testament to the genius of a painter at the 
height of his powers. Besides Giverny, we visit the Château de Chantilly, with its collection 
of fine art and its gardens designed by Le Nôtre, and also the market town of Senlis.

With its seas of cobalt and turquoise, its skies of azure and cerulean, and its gardens of every 
colour under the sun, it’s little wonder that the French Riviera has inspired countless works 
of art and serves as a magnet for creatives. This tour combines a spell-binding collection of 
art and architecture with a few of our favourite gardens, and promises to be a treat for the 
senses and a tonic for the soul. Visits include museums dedicated to masters Matisse and 
Chagall, the private garden of Clos du Peyronnet, the Masséna Museum and the exquisite 
gardens of the Fondation Ephrussi de Rothschild, surrounded by marvellous sea views.

YOUR ITINERARY 
Day 1 We fly from London to Nice, where we visit 
the garden of Serre de la Madone. Continue 
from here to our hotel. (L, D)
Day 2 We drive to Cap d’Antibes for a visit to 
Villa Thuret and then it’s on to the village of St 
Paul de Vence, which serves as a creative haven 
even today. This afternoon we continue to  
Jardin Exotique d’Èze. (B)
Day 3 We begin at the private garden of Clos du 
Peyronnet for a guided tour. Next, we go from 
France to Italy and tour the stunning gardens of 
La Mortola. (B, L, D)

Day 4 Visit the Fondation Ephrussi de 
Rothschild at St Jean Cap Ferrat, a garden 
designed as a series of compartments, each 
reflecting a different architectural style. (B, L)
Day 5 Spend the morning at the International 
Rose Festival in Grasse, a truly magical event 
filled with colour and fragrance. Later we visit La 
Mouissone which offers panoramic views of the 
coast, tailored lawns and a shady bamboo garden.
Day 6 We finish on a high at the Exotic Gardens 
of Monte Carlo, before we transfer to the airport 
for our return flight to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Day 1 We fly from London to Nice and then visit 
the Musée des Beaux-Arts, which houses works 
by Monet and Sisley. From here we continue to 
our hotel. (D) 
Day 2 In Nice, we visit museums dedicated to the 
work of Henri Matisse and Marc Chagall, both 
set in serene gardens. This afternoon we visit the 
Fondation Ephrussi de Rothschild at St Jean 
Cap Ferrat, a garden designed as a series of 
compartments, each reflecting a different 
architectural style. (B)
Day 3 We transfer to Menton and visit Villa 
E-1027, a remarkable modernist villa designed by 
an Irish architect. Next, we visit the historic garden 
of Serre de la Madone, a place of luxuriant and 
exotic beauty. We conclude our day at the private 

garden of Clos du Peyronnet – a real highlight of 
the tour. Exotic flowers and foliage press in from 
all sides, giving the impression of a jungle only just 
kept at bay. (B)
Day 4 Explore the village of St Paul de Vence, 
Grasse with its Rubens-filled cathedral and La 
Mouissone gardens. (B)
Day 5 In Vallauris, we pay a visit to the Picasso 
Museum and then we tour Nice’s Museum of 
Modern & Contemporary Art. (B)
Day 6 Our final visit is to the Masséna Museum, 
home to Napoleon’s death mask. From here, we 
transfer to the airport in time for our return flight 
to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Gardens of the French Riviera -
   International Rose Festival

The Genius 
   of Monet

Arts and Gardens of the 
   French Riviera

Giverny

Day 1 We depart from London by Eurostar and 
upon arrival in Paris we are met by our 
comfortable coach. We travel to the charming 
town of Chantilly, in the heart of the Chantilly 
Forest, where our hotel is set in its own wooded 
grounds. Later, we enjoy a welcome glass of kir 
before sitting down to dinner. (D)
Day 2 This morning, we transfer to the Château 
de Chantilly, one of the jewels in the crown of 
France’s cultural heritage, a magnificent edifice 
surrounded by water. Our visit includes the 
sumptuously decorated Grands Appartements, 
along with time to stroll around the extensive 
formal gardens, designed in part by André le 

Nôtre. Later we transfer to Senlis, a market town 
typical of Picardy, where we can explore the 
shops or enjoy some pâtisserie. (B, D)
Day 3 The famous house and gardens of Claude 
Monet await discovery today, along with free 
time in Giverny where you can visit the church 
where Monet is buried. (B, D)
Day 4 We travel to Paris today and visit the 
Musée de l’Orangerie des Tuileries. The 
highlights of its collection are Monet’s two-metre-
high murals, entitled Les Nymphéas. Thereafter, 
there is time to sightsee at leisure before we catch 
our Eurostar train back to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, D: Dinner

It is easy to see why Provence was the inspiration for countless artists and this new rail 
tour takes you to the heart of this stunning region. Visits include Jardins de la Fontaine, the 
grandeur of NÎmes, the natural beauty of the Camargue and the shady squares of Arles.

Day 1 We depart from London St Pancras on the 
direct Eurostar train to Lille or Gare du Nord Paris 
(if Paris, a coach transfer is included to Paris Gare de 
Lyon) and continue by rail to the city of Avignon 
and transfer to our hotel. (D)
Day 2 We enjoy a guided walking tour of Avignon 
including Les Halles market and passing by the 
Palais des Papes and the Pont Saint-Bénézet. 
Later, we depart on an excursion to L’Isle sur la 
Sorgue and L’Abbaye de Sénanque, surrounded 
by fragrant lavender fields. (B)
Day 3 Visit the Roman aqueduct bridge Pont du 
Gard and visit Nîmes for views of the ancient 
Roman temple Maison Carrée and Jardins de la 
Fontaine. We continue to Château de la 
Gardine, where we are met by a member of the 
Brunel family, before a tour and wine tasting. (B)
Day 4 This morning we journey to Arles on the 
Rhône by boat for free time to discover the city 
and landscapes that inspired the works of Vincent 

Van Gogh. Then, we visit the beautiful Les Baux 
de Provence and continue to St-Rémy-de-
Provence where we visit the impressive 11th 
century monastery Saint-Paul-de-Mausole. (B) 
Day 5 After breakfast we head for the Luberon 
National Park to visit two unusual sites 
connected with the ochre mining industry - the 
Colorado Provençal at Rustel and the Mines de 
Broux, where we venture underground through a 
labyrinth of former ochre mines. (B) 
Day 6 We travel to Camargue National Park 
and stop in the seaside towns of Saintes-Maries-
de-la-Mer and Le Grau-du-Roi, before heading 
to the salt marshes of Aigues Morte, where a 
train ride awaits. A farewell dinner follows. (B, D) 
Day 7 This morning we take the train to Lille or 
Paris Gare de Lyon (if Paris a coach transfer is 
included to Gare du Nord) and continue by 
Eurostar to London St Pancras. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, D: Dinner

Avignon and Portraits 
   of Provence

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Five nights’ bed & breakfast at the 4-star Hotel 

Le Grimaldi, Nice in a standard room
 ► Three dinners and four lunches
 ► Return flights from London to Nice
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of  horticulturalist Jim Hart as tour 

manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
14 - 19 May   £1,750 £1,675

Single Supplement £450

Superior Room Supplement  from £60
Deluxe Room Supplement from £115

Tour code: BFRR

Exotic Gardens, Monte Carlo

Grasse

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Five nights’ bed & breakfast at the 4-star Hotel 

Le Grimaldi, Nice in a standard room
 ► Return flights from London to Nice
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
18 - 23 Apr £1,470 £1,395

Sep date available
Single Supplement £475
Superior Room Supplement  from £60
Deluxe Room Supplement  from £115

Tour code: BRIA

6 DAYS FROM

£1,395

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner (with wine), bed & breakfast 

at the Château de Montvillargenne, Chantilly 
 ► Return standard class rail travel between 

London and Paris with Eurostar
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
5 - 8 May £1,070 £995
26 - 29 May £1,070 £995

Jul date available
Single Supplement £245
Executive Room Upgrade from £75

Tour code: BMOG

4 DAYS FROM

£995

7 DAYS FROM

£1,795

 WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Six nights‘ bed and breakfast at 4-star Mercure 

Avignon Palais des Papes in Avignon
 ► Two dinners 
 ► Standard class return rail travel from London to 

Avignon
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits and rail as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023 
22 - 28 Jun £1,870 £1,795

Sep date available
Single Supplement £395
Superior / Privilege room supplement  On request

Tour code: BPAP

Lavender fields

6 DAYS FROM

£1,675
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NO SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£100

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£100

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

Away from the busy beach resorts, the 
Balearic island of Mallorca offers a timeless, 
verdant landscape of wooded hills and 
orange groves, sweeping bays and rocky 
mountains. Highlights include the gardens 
at Raixa and Alfaiba, both with Moorish 
origins and later Christian influences, 
and Son Marroig, a former residence of 
Archduke Luis Salvador with dramatic views. 
We also visit Real Cartuja de Valldemosa, 
the Albufera Nature Reserve and take an 
exhilarating ride on the Tren de Soller.

Lying in the Bernese Oberland region in 
the heart of Switzerland, Wengen – at a 
height of some 1,274 metres – is ringed by 
some of Europe’s highest and best-known 
mountains. 
This is a super destination from which to 
spot a wide range of native flora as well as 
birds and butterflies. Each day we walk up 
to five miles, sometimes taking a cable car 
or mountain railway, as we explore local 
wildflowers.

With the roar of the Atlantic Ocean and 
the tranquillity of the Iberian hillsides as 
constant companions, we travel through 
time stopping off at Megalithic standing 
stones, Iron Age settlements, Roman ruins 
and medieval plazas. 
We will enjoy a host of UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites including the city of Evora, 
Sintra and Guimarães. We also explore the 
vibrant maritime city of Lisbon, the ancient 
University town of Coimbra and Porto, a 
mecca for connoisseurs of wine. 

A trip on the Glacier Express is on the 
bucket list of many and this tour also offers 
other scenic rail journeys, beginning with 
an eco-friendly ride to the summit of the 
Gonergrat. A combination of train and cable 
car takes us to the summit of the Schilthorn. 
We take the Golden Pass train to Montreux 
on Lake Geneva and ride in original Belle 
Epoque carriages to the top of the Rochers 
de Naye, before cruising on Lake Geneva.

One of the largest Mediterranean islands, 
Crete is a place of great, unspoilt natural 
beauty, offering the plant lover an absolute 
treat in terms of the variety of flora to be 
found as many of the 1,500 flowering plants 
here are endemic. Our excursions feature 
a wide range of botanical habitats along 
with some very interesting archaeological 
sites, such as the Samaria Gorge and Mount 
Ida, known as being the birthplace of Zeus, 
upon whose slopes we will happily botanise 
in the warm spring sunshine.

We begin in the Belgian city of Antwerp at 
Rubens House before visiting the botanic 
gardens. We then embark on our cruise 
to Rotterdam and visit one of the most 
famous gardens in the world – Keukenhof. 
We arrive in Amsterdam and visit the 
Castle Muiderslot and Kasteel Museum 
Sypesteyn. On this cruise, we enjoy four 
nights aboard the MS La Bohème. Think 
welcoming cocktails, lunches and dinners 
with complimentary wine and beer, and the 
company of like-minded travellers.

Gardens and Architecture 
   of Mallorca

Alpine Flowers 
   of Wengen

Gardens and Architecture
   of Andalucia

Great Rail Journeys of Switzerland: 
The Glacier Express and 
the Golden Pass

Spring Flowers
   of Crete

Dutch Bulbfields 
   in Spring

Generalife gardens at Alhambra Gonergrat Railway

Crete wildflowers Keukenhof Gardens

Garden at Son Marroig Wengen

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Seven nights' bed & breakfast at the 4-star 

Heart City Hotel in Chania and four nights at 
the 4-star BIO Suites Hotel in Rethymnon

 ► Two dinners
 ► Flights from London to Chania and Heraklion 

to London 
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
4 - 11 Apr £1,520 £1,445

Single Supplement £250

Please note a good degree of 
mobility is required to make the most 
of this holiday.

Tour code: BSFC

8 DAYS FROM

£1,675

8 DAYS FROM

£1,445

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Seven nights’ bed & breakfast three nights at 

the 4-star Hotel Santos Saray in Granada, three 
nights at 3-star Eurostars Regina in Seville, one 
night at the 3-star Hotel R. Polo in Ronda (or 
similar)

 ► Three dinners
 ► Return flights from London to Málaga
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager & local 

guides

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
8 - 15 May £1,750 £1,675

Sep date available
Single Supplement from £325

Tour code: BANG

6 DAYS FROM

£1,495

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Five nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 4-star 

Hotel THB Maria Isabel, Playa de Palma, plus 
four lunches

 ► Return flights from London to Palma
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
25 - 30 Apr £1,570 £1,495

Oct date available
Single Supplement £325

Tour code: BMCA

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Seven nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 

3-star Hotel Bellevue, Wengen 
 ► Return flights from London to Zürich
 ► Return rail transfers between Zürich and 

Wengen and a Berner Oberland Rail Pass
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager (Trevor 

Edwards in July)

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
20 - 27 Jun £2,595 £2,495
4 - 11 Jul £2,595 £2,495

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Please note a good degree of 
mobility is required to make the most 
of this holiday.

Tour code: BWEN

8 DAYS FROM

£2,495

8 DAYS FROM

£2,895

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Seven nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast: two 

nights at the 4-star Hotel Sonne, Zermatt; two 
nights at the 4-star Hotel Sunstar, Grindelwald 
and three nights at the 4-star Hotel Astra, Vevey

 ► Return flights from London to Geneva
 ► Comfortable coach and standard class rail travel 

throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
12 - 19 Jun  £2,995 £2,895

Aug & Sep dates available
Single Supplement £385

Tour code: BRGE

5 DAYS FROM

£1,295 WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ full board accommodation on 

board MS La Bohème in Main or Upper  
deck cabin 

 ► Drinks on board with meals and at the bar 
(excluding premium drinks and spirits)

 ► Standard class rail travel from London to 
Antwerp, returning from Amsterdam

 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
11 - 15 Apr
Main Deck £1,370 £1,295
Upper Deck £1,585 £1,510

Single Supplement  from £300
Optional Excursions: 
Rotterdam walking tour £22
Amsterdam canal cruise On request

Tour code: BCDB

3-DAY AMSTERDAM EXTENSION
FROM £299
Why not extend your holiday with a two-night 
stay at a 4-star centrally located hotel including 
breakfasts, transfers and a three-day Amsterdam 
Travel Card, giving you the freedom to explore the 
city at your own pace.



30 31Brightwater Holidays | Spring 2023 01334 766 097 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com

FREE AIRPORT 
LOUNGE

NO SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

TOUR MANAGER 
TREVOR EDWARDS

FREE AIRPORT 
LOUNGE

TOUR MANAGER
CLIVE WARSOP

TOUR MANAGER
PETER YEOMAN

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£75

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£150

SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

£200

Join us in the wilderness of Tanzania, where in the shadow of Africa’s highest mountain 
we embark on a truly unique wildlife experience. This tour offers not only the chance of 
wonderful birdwatching but also other exceptional wildlife experiences. We have the chance 
to glimpse a vast array of endemic and migratory avian species and also witness some 
of Africa’s finest game viewing. The Ngorongoro Conservation Area and the Serengeti 
National Park are home to over two million large mammals and some 500 species of birds 
including ostriches, secretary birds, black eagles, lark and kori bustards to name but a few. 
The Rift Valley Soda Lake Manyara is a haven for wildlife and a key habitat for over 300 bird 
species, and the Tarangire National Park is home to the highest number of bird species of all 
of Tanzania’s national parks.

Birdwatching and
   Wildlife Safaris in Tanzania

Based at the Blue Horizons Garden Resort, set back 300 yards from Grand Anse Beach, the 
grounds are extensive and merit a guided tour in their own right, as well as a bird-watching 
tour. We also enjoy a rum distillery tour and tasting, and multiple glorious garden visits.

Day 1 Enjoy access to the Executive lounge 
before we fly from London to Grenada, where 
welcome drinks and dinner await us. (IF, D)
Day 2 We begin our holiday with an introduction 
to our hotel’s gardens and grounds. (B)
Day 3 Today gets off to a fabulous start with an 
exploration of the island, with visits to a trio of 
private gardens; Gemrose Eden, Hyde Park and 
the historic Tower Garden. (B, AT)
Day 4 After breakfast, a full day island tour awaits, 
beginning at Mount Edgecombe, where we will 
follow a botanically fascinating trail through the 
grounds. Next its on to the botanical wonders at 
the Belmont Estate, known as the Caribbean’s 
finest Agro-tourism experience. A buffet lunch is 
served here. This afternoon we have a tour and 
tasting at the River Antoine Rum Distillery. (B, L)
Day 5 Our day starts at Smithy’s Garden, where 
we enjoy a relaxed Grenadian breakfast with the 
owner. We then tour the gently sloping garden, 

noted for its wild and natural feel, and admire the 
resident birds. We continue to Annandale 
Waterfall and the Grand Etang Rainforest. Our 
day concludes at the Balthazar Estate, where we 
will see giant heliconia, musa and ginger. (B)
Day 6 Visit Sunny Side Garden, home to koi 
ponds, an orchard and an excellent variety of 
palms, orchids and hibiscus. The afternoon sees 
us at Palm Tree Gardens, with thousands of 
flowering plants and its resident tortoises. (B)
Day 7 Our last full day is free to relax or join our 
optional excursion, a full day cruise. We leave  
St. George’s Harbour and sail up the West Coast 
stopping to snorkel at the Mollinaire Underwater 
Sculpture Park. (B, D)
Day 8 After a morning in St George’s we transfer 
to the airport for our return flight to London. (B, IF)
Day 9 We arrive in London.
Inc. meals: IF: In flight, B: Breakfast, L: Lunch,  
AT: Afternoon Tea, D: Dinner

Grenada - 
   Gardens of the Spice Island

11 DAYS FROM

£4,695

Serengeti National Park

White Rhinoceros

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Eight nights’ accommodation on a full board 

basis: one night at the Ngare Sero Mountain 
Lodge, two nights at the Tarangire Safari lodge, 
one night at the Lake Manyara Serena, two 
nights at the Serengeti Serena and two nights 
at the Ngorongoro Serena (hotels subject to 
change)

 ► Return flights from London to Kilimanjaro
 ► London pre-flight Executive lounge access
 ► Transport in 4x4 safari land cruiser with the 

services of an English-speaking guide
 ► Entry fees to all parks and reserves included in 

the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager
 ► Field Guide to Birds of East Africa

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
10 - 20 May £4,895 £4,695

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Tour code: BBTZ

9 DAYS FROM

£2,995

Antillean crested hummingbird

The Greek island of Crete presents a rich 
tapestry of archaeological treasures, sleepy 
villages and lively towns, all set in a Homeric 
landscape of mountains, gorges and  
flower-strewn pastures. 
It was home to one of the earliest European 
civilisations, the Minoans, who roamed 
these hills some 4,000 years ago. Their 
legacy can be seen all over the island, 
in particular at the legendary Palace 
of Knossos, the centre of the Minoan 
civilisation in Europe.

With the roar of the Atlantic Ocean and 
the tranquillity of the Iberian hillsides as 
constant companions, we travel through 
time stopping off at Megalithic standing 
stones, Iron Age settlements, Roman ruins 
and medieval plazas. 
We will enjoy a host of UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites including the city of Evora, 
Sintra and Guimarães. We also explore the 
vibrant maritime city of Lisbon, the ancient 
University town of Coimbra and Porto, a 
mecca for connoisseurs of wine. 

During this tour, we venture inside the 
walled citadel of Mdina, explore the warren 
of narrow tomb-lined passages of St. Paul’s 
Catacombs and enjoy a boat trip around 
the spectacular cliffs and caverns of the 
famed Blue Grotto. But most startling of 
all, perhaps, are the mysterious sites left 
by civilisations with whom we are just 
starting to get acquainted — the millennia-
old Mnajdra Temples and the megaliths 
of Ħaġar Qim, which make for a truly 
unforgettable archaeological expedition.

Crete
   Archaeology

Portuguese
   Archaeology

Malta’s
   Archaeological Heritage

Bom Jesus do Monte

Ħaġar Qim

8 DAYS FROM

£1,745
WHAT’S INCLUDED

 ► Seven nights’ bed & breakfast: three nights 
at the 3-star Atrion Hotel, Heraklion and four 
nights at the 4-star Bio Hotel in Rethymnon

 ► One dinner in the hotel and a farewell dinner 
(with wine) in a local taverna

 ► Return flights from London to Heraklion
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of archaeological expert Peter Yeoman 

as tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
25 Apr - 2 May £1,820 £1,745

Oct date available
Single Supplement £295
Optional Excursion: Arkadi Monastery £95

Tour code: BCREPalace of Knossos

9 DAYS FROM

£1,895
WHAT’S INCLUDED

 ► Eight nights’ bed & breakfast: four nights at the 
4-star Marriott Hotel, Lisbon; one night at the 
4-star Tryp Hotel, Coimbra and three nights at 
the 4-star Holiday Inn Porto, Gaia  

 ► Three dinners
 ► Flights from London to Lisbon and Porto to 

London 
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► Services of archaeological expert Clive Warsop 

as tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
2 - 10 Apr £1,970 £1,895

Oct date available
Single Supplement £495
Optional Excursion: Douro River boat trip £125

Tour code: BPOA

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Six nights’ dinner (with wine), bed & breakfast at 

the 4-star Dolmen Hotel, St Paul’s Bay
 ► Return flights from London to Malta
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
2 - 8 May £1,670 £1,595

Nov date available
Single Supplement £195
Seaview Room Supplement from £72
Optional Excursion: Gozo £85

Tour code: BMAL

7 DAYS FROM

£1,595

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Seven nights’ bed & breakfast at the Blue 

Horizons Garden Resort in a superior garden 
view studio

 ► Two dinners, one lunch, one afternoon tea, 
welcome and farewell drinks

 ► Return flights from London to Grenada
 ► London pre-flight Executive lounge access
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of Trevor Edwards as tour manager and 

local guides

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
13 - 21 May  £3,145 £2,995

Sep date available 
Single Supplement £455
Deluxe One Bedroom  
Garden View Room Supplement  from £35
Deluxe One Bedroom Partial  
Ocean View Room Supplement  from £65
Optional Excursion: Cruise £120

Tour code: BGRE



FIND YOUR PERFECT TOUR

From start to finish, you’ll be looked after by the award-winning team here at Brightwater. 
Travelling aboard our comfortable coaches in the company of people who share your interest – 
whether it’s for gardens, Scottish islands or archaeology – we will take you to fabulous places in 
all corners of the world. Our friendly tour managers are always on hand to ensure that your every 
need is met, our itineraries are designed by a highly experienced team and at all times we put 
you, the guest, first. Your comfort and enjoyment is at the heart of what we do, and we recently 
won the Feefo 2023 Trusted Service Award for excellence in customer service throughout 2022.

WHY CHOOSE
BRIGHTWATER?

Scenic Scottish tours

Garden tours

Rail tours

Wildlife tours

01334 766 097 BRIGHTWATERHOLIDAYS.COM

Our selection of Scenic Scottish tours is second to none and offers the opportunity to experience 
Scotland’s stunning landscapes, colourful history and unique wildlife first hand, taking the stress out 
of navigating its many islands and opening up its wonderful cities and sites on the mainland.

The restorative power of the great outdoors is something that needs no introduction and we are 
delighted to offer a range of garden tours both at home and abroad that will put you at the heart of 
the world’s flora and fauna, from the baobabs in Madagascar to the beautiful Cornish coastline.

Journey by steam or standard train through stunning scenery in destinations as diverse as 
Scotland, Switzerland, Italy and India. Due to the popularity of our existing railway holidays, 
we expanded our portfolio to include the Maharajas’ Express, Glacier Express and more.

Whether you choose bird-watching in Scotland, observing the behaviour of orangutans in Borneo 
or taking to the water to spot whales and dolphins, encounters with our animal friends are always 
uplifting. We have a range of holidays that can take you to natural parks and RSPB reserves alike.

Solo tours

Long-haul tours

Many Brightwater guests are solo travellers and to give them great options for holidaying with us, 
we offer tours with no and low single supplement spaces to destinations all over the world.

Make the most of your travels this year with one of our long-haul tours, which include visits to 
gardens and sightseeing spots and feature cultural encounters. They can take you from the cherry 
blossom-lined streets of Japan to the gardens of Western Canada and beyond, the choice is yours.


