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PRICES FROM $805 PER PERSON OVER 10 BRAND NEW TOURS SAVE UP TO $420 PER PERSON

Rail Journeys - UK & Worldwide
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Get your vacation
 on track

How to book  
Once you’ve finished browsing these pages at your leisure and you’re ready to treat yourself to a place on 
one of our vacations, just get in touch and we’ll do the rest! 
Give our Specialist Sales Executives a call from Monday to Friday between 9am and 6pm, on: 

844 576 0911 
Alternatively, send us an email: 

info@brightwaterholidays.com
For further details on any of the trips mentioned, including information on our day-by-day itineraries or full 
booking conditions, please visit our website: 

www.brightwaterholidays.com
Happy reading, and we look forward to hearing from you!

We are delighted to present our dedicated rail journeys brochure, which showcases our ever-growing portfolio of trips where 
trains take center stage.
Due to the popularity of our current rail program, which includes best-sellers such as our Classic Scottish Steam Break,  
and the continued interest from you, our guests, we have been hard at work creating our biggest-ever collection of rail vacations. 
Within the following pages, you will find a wide selection of itineraries to suit all budgets and interests with upgraded rail travel 
available on international routes.
Why choose Brightwater Holidays for your rail vacation? Well, not only have we been putting on award-winning vacations for 
over 30 years now, but our rail vacations also have some special features that set us apart from the rest as well as porterage 
included at the majority of hotels and railway stations. The hotels we have chosen across the board are mostly 4-star, there are 
some very exciting private tours and visits to places that aren’t open to the public, and we include more for your price. What’s 
more, no time is wasted as we include activities and visits on the first and last days of many of our rail vacations while our 
competitors tend to keep these as free days, and you will get more out of your tour because we include the main highlights along 
with lesser known gems through local expertise. Our rail vacations really are unlike any other out there.
While rail is a central theme to each of the vacations, it features in different ways so you can take your pick depending on what  
it is you’re looking for. For example, some of these trips are no-fly, meaning you will travel to and from your destination by rail, 
Eurostar train more precisely, ideal for those who don’t want a lengthy airport experience. Other itineraries will include 
memorable rail experiences, such as a chance to ride the Jacobite steam train over the legendary Glenfinnan Viaduct in Scotland 
or an opportunity to board the iconic Maharajas’ Express in India, and then there are vacations where the journey is the most 
anticipated element, such as our Glacier Express tour.
So, whether you just want to watch the world go by from the comfort of a classic carriage or consider 
yourself something of a rail enthusiast, we hope we have something of interest for you.

Best wishes,
Alison Wilson 
Managing Director
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Offers
SPECIAL OFFER - SAVE UP TO $420pp
If you book one of the vacations featured in this brochure, you can save up to $420pp.  
Offer ends 3rd February 2023. Maximum saving of $420 applies to the Maharajas’ Express with Ranthambore National Park 
tour.

BACK-TO-BACK TOURS
Many of our tours can be linked together with just a night or two in between. If you book two vacations back-to-back we offer a 
discount of $70 per person, with a maximum of three nights in between each tour, subject to a minimum spend of $1,050 per 
person per tour.

MULTI-TOUR DISCOUNTS
If you book three or more tours in the same calendar year, you will receive $140 per person off your third booking.  
To qualify for this discount, at least two of your three tour bookings must be for overseas destinations. The discount excludes 
Experience Days bookings.

Contents
10 A Classic Scottish Steam Break

12 Scenic Scottish Railways

14 Scenic Journeys of the Highlands and Islands

16 Scenic Journeys of Argyll and Bute

18  NEW  Royal Scotsman - Western Scenic Wonders

19 Emerald Isle Explorer

20  NEW  Over the Moors to Northumberland

22  NEW  From Ribblehead to Ravenglass:  
             Railways of Yorkshire and the Lakes

24  NEW  The Manx Explorer

25  NEW  Heritage Railways of East Anglia

26  NEW  Avignon and Portraits of Provence

28 The Genius of Monet

30 Dutch Bulbfields in Spring

32 Great Rail Journeys of Switzerland: 
 The Glacier Express and the Golden Pass

34  NEW   Great Rail Journeys of Switzerland: 
The Bernina Express and Ticino

36  NEW  Villas and Gardens of Lake Garda

38  NEW  Italy’s Puglia and Basilicata

40  NEW  India’s Golden Triangle Aboard the Maharajas’ Express

42  NEW  Maharajas’ Express with Ranthambore National Park

Full financial protection 
All our vacations are fully bonded and protected. The 
air vacation packages are ATOL Protected, since we 
hold an Air Travel Organizer’s Licence granted by the 
Civil Aviation Authority. Our ATOL number is ATOL 
4498. ATOL protection does not apply to all vacation 
and travel services in this brochure. Vacations without 
flights are protected by ABTOT. This means that in the 
unlikely event of our insolvency, your vacation would 
be completed or refunded.

Award winners
British Travel Awards 
We are delighted to officially share that Brightwater Holidays won  
Best Travel Company for Coach Holidays at this year’s British Travel Awards. 
As you’ll know, we spent the summer rallying for your support and you didn’t 
disappoint, showing your appreciation for the trips we offer with your greatly 
appreciated votes. Thank you so much from the whole team here at 
Brightwater – this news has made our year!
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Loch Carron
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Slow down 
   and enjoy the ride
Quite often, the best way to get the most enjoyment out of an experience is to take your time. 
While the ‘fun’ part of going on vacation typically begins when you arrive at your destination, there 
is another way to travel that will bring the focus back to the journey itself.
The ‘slow travel’ trend has been popular over the past decade, with more and more people wanting 
to calm the pace a little and savour every moment of their well-deserved vacations. After the past 
few years of having to stay closer to home, we saw the initial boom of destination-led vacations 
returning once restrictions had lifted, but many of us are still choosing trips with a slow travel focus.
A rail tour perfectly captures the essence of what makes a great slow travel experience, from getting 
to see your chosen part of the world from a whole new perspective to traveling more sustainably, 
and we’ve rounded up five reasons to choose one in 2023.

Slowing down after making up for lost time
We are probably all guilty of rushing to pack things in and then complaining that time flies – especially after the 
last few years of not being able to do much! A rail tour is the perfect antidote to a break that feels as though it 
passes in a flash and our itineraries are designed to ensure you have plenty of time to absorb your surroundings 
and enjoy the views.

Enjoy the company
A rail vacation invites you to enjoy the company of who you’re traveling with. There’s nothing quite like settling in 
and watching as glorious scenery passes by your window, while your thoughts drift from moments of inspiration 
and curiosity to cherished memories, and this kind of uninterrupted ‘me’ time only seems to happen during longer 
journeys, where you aren’t behind the wheel! 

Evoke the golden age of travel
For many of us, there is something incredibly nostalgic about rail travel. Whether it’s the smell of a steam train 
as it chugs along a scenic route or the way the interior of the carriages are decorated, a journey by rail is 
transportive in more ways than one!  

It’s about the journey, not the destination
If there’s one thing a rail vacation makes us grateful for, it’s the luxury of time. In an age 
where everything is available to us 24/7 and we’re always in a hurry, it feels indulgent to 
slow down and take our time. What better way to be present, to appreciate where we are 
and admire the world around us than from a moving train as we travel through beautiful 
scenery en route to our next stop? Instead of arriving exhausted from the journey, it 

offers a chance to be refreshed and rested, ready for adventure! Additionally, you  
will travel a route not always accessible by other modes of transport, giving  

you a chance to see the landscape from an entirely different perspective.

For the sustainability-conscious traveler
Sustainability is a topic close to many travelers’ hearts and a rail journey is a great option in this respect. Journey by 
train on your next vacation and you will support the environment, avoid pesky traffic and sidestep the increased 
carbon footprint that comes with flying. Train travel is one of the most environmentally friendly ways to get 
around, so why not hop aboard and enjoy a greener vacation?
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Iconic destinations 
   in the UK
While our world is full of wonders, there is a selection of incredible destinations on offer in the 
United Kingdom. From the beautiful Norfolk Broads in England to Scotland’s 21-arch Glenfinnan 
Viaduct, there are delights to explore at every turn. Here are just a few of our favorites that feature 
on our rail vacations. 

Discover the Manx Electric Railway
Opened in 1893, this is considered the British Isles’ longest narrow gauge vintage 
electric railway system and it still uses its original Victorian and Edwardian rolling 
stock. The 17-mile Manx Electric Railway offers incredibly scenic views and connects 
with the Snaefell Mountain Railway at Laxey, where it journeys to the summit 2,000 
feet above sea level. Find out more on p24.

Scotland’s Glenfinnan Viaduct
Attracting thousands of visitors from around the world, the Glenfinnan Viaduct is instantly recognizable 
due to its 21 arches and because it also famously featured in the beloved Harry Potter franchise. There’s 
nothing quite as memorable on a Scottish vacation as traveling across the viaduct by steam train and we 
have three tours available that offer this experience. Glide over this legendary structure on our 
Classic Scottish Steam Break p10, Scenic Scottish Railways p12 and Scenic Journeys of the 
Highlands and Islands p14.

Norfolk’s highlights
Our Heritage Railways of East Anglia trip includes a 
two-hour cruise of the Norfolk Broads, an area of outstanding 
natural beauty despite being manmade. This glorious network 
of rivers and lakes is home to a quarter of Britain’s rarest 
animals and plants, and during our cruise there will be an 
interesting commentary. Find out more on p25.

Boats and trains in the English Lakes
Enjoy an unbeatable combination of train journeys and boat trips on wonderful 
Lake Windermere, one of them aboard a lovingly restored vintage yacht. This 
vacation also includes a guided tour of RHS Harlow Carr and a visit to a rare 
architectural gem. See our Ribblehead to Ravenglass tour, p22.

The Moors Railway
Featured on Channel 5’s The Yorkshire Steam 
Railway TV show, it is included on both our 
Over the Moors to Northumberland and 
Ribblehead to Ravenglass tours, which follow 
the same itinerary for the first four days. See 
p20 and p22.

©Lakeland Arts
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Iconic destinations worldwide
In addition to iconic sites around the UK, we have also rounded up a collection of highlights from the 
rest of the world, which range from Monet’s stunning gardens in the French town of Giverny to the 
legendary Taj Mahal in India - and we can take you there.

Monet’s Garden
The famous ponds filled with water lilies and vibrant, lush gardens created by Monet are located in Giverny, in the Normandy region of 
France, and they are well worth a visit. Within the immediate area, you will find a Japanese inspired water garden as well as a flower 
garden named Clos Normand. An estimated 500,000 visitors grace Monet’s stunning gardens each year, in the months that it is open, 
and we can take you. This vacation was also included in The Times’ Best Cultural Holidays for 2022 list. Join us we explore these 
stunning gardens and more on The Genius of Monet tour p28.

France’s Camargue  
Regional Nature Park
Home to wild expanses dotted with pink flamingos, the 
Camargue Regional Nature Park in Arles was declared a 
nature reserve in 1975. The park’s wetlands see thousands of 
migrating birds each year and visitors also come to catch a 
glimpse of its white horses running along the waters. We can 
take you to this glorious part of France on our tour of   
Avignon and Portraits of Provence p26.

India’s Taj Mahal
Standing proudly on the banks of the Yamuna river is the ultimate testament of love, the Taj Mahal. 
Built between 1631 and 1648 by order of the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan as a mausoleum for his 
wife Mumtaz Mahal, this is one of the world’s most iconic buildings and we can take you there on a 
guided tour. What’s more, traveling by train through India gets you closer to the destination faster 
because you get to the train station, you travel overnight and there’s only a short drive remaining 
– you don’t have to fly from one place to another, which can be exhausting and can also eat into 
precious time that could instead be spent enjoying the country’s incredible sights. Find the  
Taj Mahal included on our tour of India’s Golden Triangle Aboard the Maharajas’ Express p40 
and Maharajas’ Express with Ranthambore National Park p42.

Keukenhof, the Netherlands
Enjoy a vibrant visit to the legendary gardens of Keukenhof, home to over seven 
million flowering bulbs. This garden welcomes around one million visitors from 
mid-March to mid-May annually and the tulips on display are a sight to behold – 
perhaps one of the most dazzling for the horticultural enthusiast. Join our tour of the 
Dutch Bulbfields in Spring, p30.

The Roman amphitheater in Verona, Italy
Built in 30 AD, the Roman amphitheater in Verona’s Piazza Bra is an incredible feat of ancient construction and 
perhaps one of the best preserved examples of its kind. Amazingly, the amphitheater is still in use today and 
plays host to large-scale opera performances as well as other live music events. We have the opprtunity to 
explore the amphitheater on our new tour of the Villas and Gardens of Lake Garda p36.
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Ultimate rail experiences
 for your wish list
We are delighted to share that our portfolio of rail journeys is not only bigger than ever, but it also 
includes some very special experiences that many of you will already have on your ultimate travel 
wish lists. After only being able to dream of traveling for the past few years, there’s no time like the 
present to treat yourself to something extra special – and we can help!

Royal Scotsman
One of Scotland’s premier tourist attractions, a ride aboard 
this train is nothing short of a luxurious experience. Once on 
board, you will enjoy the elegant surroundings of  
mahogany-clad cars, fine dining where Scottish produce is the 
star of the show and beautiful personal cabins to rest your 
heads after all that sightseeing. See p18 for more details.

The Maharajas’ Express
Hop aboard the world’s leading luxury tour train in India for an 
exclusive experience truly unlike any other. At 23 carriages in 
length, this iconic train boasts tastefully decorated interiors 
along with two restaurants and two bar/lounges. This train is 
an absolute must for anyone dreaming of the ultimate India 
itinerary, which may include the Golden Triangle or the vast 
wildlife reserve at the Ranthambore National Park.  
See p40-43 for more details.

The Glacier Express
Known as the world’s slowest express due to its average 
speed of just 24 miles per hour, this train with large panoramic 
windows connects the mountain resorts of Zermatt and  
St. Moritz via Andermatt in the central Swiss Alps, offering 
unrivalled views of the surrounding scenery. On a journey 
aboard the Glacier Express, anticipate incredible landscapes 
that range from mountains and lakes to forests and valleys, not 
forgetting a crossing of the much-photographed Landwasser 
Viaduct with its six arches. See p32 for more details.

The Bernina Express
Similar in style to the Glacier Express, the Bernina Express also 
boasts large panoramic windows but instead runs between 
Switzerland and the north of Italy. Interestingly, the entire 
narrow-gauge route it travels along is UNESCO-listed and 
highlights include the beautiful Lago di Poschiavo and the 
nine-arched Brusio Spiral Viaduct.  
See p34 for more details.
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tailor-made group travel

Get in touch and it’ll be full steam ahead
Jenni Duncan is our Private Groups Manager and she would love to help plan your 
next group vacation.  
Please get in touch by calling her on 01334 766 064 or emailing  
groups@brightwaterholidays.com to get things started. You can also visit our 
website for some inspiration: www.brightwaterholidays.com  
No matter what stage of planning you’re at, our team will be able to work with you 
every step of the way.

The Excellence Award
Our very own Jenni Duncan was recently shortlisted 
for Group Leisure & Travel’s coveted Excellence 
Award. We are incredibly proud of her for being 
named a finalist and the support she received from 
previous clients to make it that far was outstanding. 
Well done, Jenni!

Private 
 group travel
Since our inception over 30 years ago, we have provided tailor-made travel arrangements for many 
private groups and societies, with a dedicated Group Travel department providing a highly  
personal service. 

The itineraries and packages have been as varied as 
the groups themselves, ranging from a short city break 
in Europe to an extended tour of South Africa. 
Typically, our tours include all transportation, 
accommodation and entry costs, visiting gardens, 
stately homes, art galleries and other specialist 
attractions – depending on the group’s individual 
requirements. On most occasions we also provide an 
experienced Tour Manager, who will ensure the 
smooth running of the vacation, leaving the group 
organizers free to relax and enjoy themselves.
We aim to fully understand the requirements of your 
group, so if you are a group travel organizer or a 
group of friends, and would like some advice or a 
quote, please contact our Private Groups Manager, 
Jenni Duncan, who would be delighted to help 
tailor-make a package for you. Jenni was named a 
finalist for Group Leisure & Travel’s Excellence Award 
in 2021, which rewards brilliant service to group travel 
organizers, so you’ll be in fantastic hands.
With the launch of our brand new rail journeys, which 
you’ll find outlined in this brochure, we want to let you 
know that all are available for private group travel and 
we can, of course, tailor any of the itineraries to better 
suit your needs! So, if you’re organising a vacation for 
a small group of friends, a club of 40 or anything in 
between, we can help you create a rail vacation to suit 
your budget, style, imagination and more – with 
Brightwater, the possibilities are endless!

Steaming through the countryside
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The Jacobite steam train
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LOW SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

Steam locomotion has an enduring fascination for many of us and combined with the wonderful 
scenery of Scotland it becomes utterly irresistible. The Jacobite steam train, from Fort William to 
Mallaig, is one of the longest steam-hauled rail journeys available in Britain today, an 84-mile round 
trip through some spectacular scenery that also includes the 21-arch Glenfinnan Viaduct.  
A gentler pace is set as we sail ‘Doon ra Watter’ on the world’s last seagoing paddle steamer, the  
PS Waverley*, still elegantly plying her trade on the Clyde. There can be no better way to enjoy the 
gentle beauty of the Argyll hills and the Kyles of Bute than from the deck of this grand old lady. We 
also enjoy a relaxed and informative cruise on the calm waters of Loch Katrine amid the spectacular 
scenery of the Trossachs and a boat trip on the Falkirk Wheel, the world’s first rotating boat lift and 
a modern engineering marvel. We offer two different packages for this tour following the same 
itinerary: one staying at the Arrochar Hotel and one staying at the Stirling Highland Hotel.

A Classic
 Scottish Steam Break

STIRLING HIGHLAND HOTEL

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the Stirling 

Highland Hotel
 ► Comfortable coach and standard class rail travel on 

the Jacobite steam train
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
14 - 17 Apr $960 $890
19 - 22 May $1,085 $1,015
29 Jun - 2 Jul $1,085 $1,015
13 - 16 Jul $1,100 $1,030
3 - 6 Aug $1,115 $1,045
13 - 16 Oct  $1,045 $975

Single Supplement $170

Tour code: BSTH

ARROCHAR HOTEL

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the Arrochar 

Hotel, Loch Long
 ► Comfortable coach and standard class rail travel on 

the Jacobite steam train
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
20 - 23 Apr $875 $805
11 - 14 May $960 $890
22 - 25 Jun $1,045 $975
6 - 9 Jul $1,045 $975
10 - 13 Aug $1,045 $975
24 - 27 Aug $1,045 $975
12 - 15 Oct $905 $835

Single Supplement $130

Tour code: BSTB

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up points 
(Aberdeen, Stonehaven, Forfar, Dundee, Perth, Edinburgh) 
and travel to the Falkirk Wheel, the world’s first 
rotating boat lift. We enjoy spectacular scenery as the 
wheel makes its ascent to join the Union Canal 35m 
above. We sail along the canal and under the 
Antonine Wall, the Romans’ most northern frontier, 
and explore the visitor center. We continue to our 
hotel for dinner. (D)
Day 2 Today is long but rewarding as we journey back 
in time aboard the Jacobite steam train and 
experience one of the most spectacular railway 
journeys in the world, the Fort William to Mallaig 
line. From the slopes of Ben Nevis, the line runs 
through rugged mountains, past sea and inland lochs 
and on to the shores of the Atlantic at Mallaig. The 
route also takes us over the Glenfinnan Viaduct 
overlooking Loch Shiel, where Bonnie Prince Charlie 
raised his standard in 1745. Enjoy some free time in 
Mallaig. (B, D)
Day 3 Today we sail on the world’s last seagoing 
paddle steamer, The Waverley*, built in 1946 to 
replace the 1899 Waverley, which was sunk at Dunkirk. 
We leave the ship at Tighnabruaich and our coach will 
take us back to the hotel, traveling by the “Rest and Be 
Thankful”. (B, D)
Day 4 Following breakfast we cruise on Loch Katrine, 
set among the Trossachs. We continue by Aberfoyle, 
the Duke’s Pass and Loch Venachar to Callander, 
where free time awaits before we return to our original 
pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner
*Please note that the itinerary is subject to the Waverley’s 
sailing schedule.

4 DAYS FROM

$805
SAVE PER PERSON

$70

Falkirk WheelThe Waverley
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Strathspey Railway
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LOW SINGLE
SUPPLEMENT

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 3-star 

Craiglynne Hotel, Speyside (or similar) 
 ► Comfortable coach and standard class rail travel 

throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DATES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
5 - 8 May $975 $905
28 - 31 Jul $1,015 $945
15 - 18 Sep $1,015 $945
6 - 9 Oct $905 $835

Single Supplement $130

Tour code: BSSR

Day 1 We depart from our designated pick-up points 
(Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth) and 
travel by coach to Aviemore and the Strathspey 
Railway. We will board the maroon-liveried coaches 
which will evoke memories of train journeys in the 
1950s and 60s and the train will be hauled by a 
lovingly restored steam locomotive from the collection 
which is housed in the engine shed adjacent to the 
station here. The line crosses heather covered 
moorland with the Cairngorm Mountains beyond, 
scenes which have changed little in the last hundred 
years. The train stops at Boat of Garten, a village 
created by the former railway companies that served 
the area and Broomhill, which doubled as ‘Glenbogle’ 
in the popular BBC TV series, Monarch of the Glen. 
The train will then return to Aviemore, from where we 
continue our journey by coach to our hotel. (D)
Day 2 We transfer to Inverness and board the 
morning diesel train service to Wick. The line takes us 
along the shores of the Cromarty and Dornoch 
Firths, looping round by Lairg and back to the coast, 
passing the former junction with the Dornoch branch 
at The Mound. From Golspie the line follows the 
spectacular coastline as far as Helmsdale, where it 
turns inland, pausing at remote stations such as 
Forsinard and Altnabreac, before reaching 
Georgemas Junction, the most northerly railway 
junction in Britain. The driver changes ends here to 
take the train to Thurso before we continue to the 
terminus at Wick. On arrival here we will re-join our 
coach and return to our hotel by the more direct but 
equally scenic coastal route. (B, D)

Day 3 We depart once again by diesel train from 
Inverness, this time diverging at Dingwall and heading 
for Kyle of Lochalsh, traveling over what is often 
considered to be the most scenic of all Scotland’s 
railway lines, an ever-changing landscape of soaring 
mountains and sparkling lochs. In the afternoon we 
explore the iconic 13th century castle of Eilean 
Donan. This must be one of the most photographed 
castles in Scotland, with its impossibly romantic setting 
on Loch Duich. (B, D)
Day 4 After an early breakfast we check out of the 
hotel and travel via Loch Laggan to Fort William, 
where we join ‘The Jacobite’ steam train and 
experience one of the most memorable and 
spectacular railway journeys in the world – to Mallaig 
on the famous ‘Road to the Isles’. ‘The Jacobite’ 
combines the romance of the steam era with the 
opportunity to drink in the stunning views of this wild 
and historic part of Scotland. From the slopes of Ben 
Nevis the line runs through rugged mountains, past 
sea and inland lochs and onto the shores of the 
Atlantic at Mallaig. The route takes you over the 
massive Glenfinnan viaduct overlooking Loch Shiel, 
where Bonnie Prince Charlie raised his standard in 
1745. After some free time in Mallaig we rejoin the 
train and return to Fort William. Thereafter we continue 
by coach to our original departure points where we 
expect to arrive late evening. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

The north of Scotland is blessed with some wonderfully scenic railway lines. The challenge of 
building railways through difficult terrain was taken up by the great engineers of the Victorian age. 
Their legacy is in the sweeping curves and majestic viaducts of the single-track lines which cross 
wild moors and lonely glens. Highlights on this short break include a visit to the much-photographed 
Eilean Donan Castle, a ride aboard the Jacobite steam train that takes us over the iconic Glenfinnan 
Viaduct and a visit to Boat of Garten on the Strathspey Line, which you may recognize from the BBC 
series, Monarch of the Glen.

4 DAYS FROM

$835
SAVE PER PERSON

$70

Scenic 
  Scottish Railways

The Jacobite steam train

Eilean Donan Castle
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Jacobite steam train

Urquhart Castle

Glen Coe
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SAVE PER PERSON

$105

Duart Castle

Tobermory

Day 1 Assemble at Glasgow Queen Street Station 
where our tour begins, as we depart on a rail journey 
to Fort William. This is a particularly scenic journey on 
the West Highland Line, though it begins in darkness 
as our train powers up the steep incline in the tunnel 
out of the station. Before long we are running along 
the shores of the Firth of Clyde, followed by views over 
Gareloch and Loch Long on our left and Loch 
Lomond on our right. The line continues through Glen 
Falloch before traversing the ‘Horseshoe Curve’ and 
crossing the wilderness of Rannoch Moor. On 
reaching Glen Spean the line turns west and heads 
down to Fort William on the shores of Loch Linnhe, 
beneath the towering bulk of Ben Nevis. (D)
Day 2 Enjoy a day of coastal and island scenery as we 
drive down to Oban and take the ferry to Mull. Here 
we will visit Duart Castle, the 13th century home of 
the Chief of Clan MacLean. We can explore the 
dungeons, the state rooms and appreciate the 
strategic position of the castle from the top of the 
keep. We then drive to Tobermory with its colorful 
waterfront for some free time. Later, we cross by ferry 
to Morvern en route to Fort William. (B, D)
Day 3 This morning we begin with a look at the 
Caledonian Canal, built by Thomas Telford between 
1803 and 1822, and in particular Neptune’s Staircase, 
an impressive series of eight inter-connected locks that 
lowers vessels step-by-step to sea level. We then enjoy 
a cruise on Loch Linnhe and take a scenic drive 
through the magnificent mountain scenery of  
Glen Coe, an accident volcanic caldera. The haunting 
beauty of the glen is unrivalled in Scotland. (B, D) 

Scenic Journeys of the 
 Highlands and Islands

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Six nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: three nights in the 

Fort William area and three nights in Inverness
 ► Comfortable coach travel, ferry crossings and 

standard class rail travel
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
24 - 30 Apr $1,920 $1,815
16 - 22 Jun $2,340 $2,235
10 - 16 Sep $2,340 $2,235

Single Supplement  $555

Tour code: BSJH

7 DAYS FROM

$1,815

The Highlands and Islands of Scotland provide such a wealth of scenic journeys that it can be a 
daunting prospect to work out how best to take them all in. This tour aims to provide the answer to 
this Caledonian conundrum with an itinerary that ticks off a whole host of visual gems. At the same 
time it provides a series of relaxing, undemanding journeys driving through Glen Coe, traveling by 
train along the West Highland Line, a round trip on the historic Jacobite steam train and cruising the 
stunning Loch Linnhe, in the shadow of Ben Nevis.

Day 4 Today we journey back in time on the Jacobite 
steam train and experience one of the most 
spectacular railway journeys in the world - the famous 
Fort William to Mallaig line following The Road to 
the Isles. From the slopes of Ben Nevis, the route runs 
through rugged mountains and over the massive 
Glenfinnan Viaduct. We return to Fort William later in 
the afternoon we drive through the Great Glen and 
along the shores of Loch Ness to Inverness. (B, D)
Day 5 The second boat trip of our vacation is enjoyed 
today as we cruise on Loch Ness, the largest volume 
of fresh water in the British Isles. We will also enjoy 
views of the much-photographed ruins of Urquhart 
Castle, and in the afternoon, we’ll transfer to the 
shores of the Moray Firth where we hope to spot the 
resident pod of dolphins. (B, D)
Day 6 A classic train journey awaits. Using the 
scheduled diesel train service from Inverness, our 
route takes us through Strath Bran and the isolated 
little station at Achnasheen, on into Strath Carron to 
the head of Loch Carron, passing Stromeferry, the 
one-time terminus of the line, before we reach the 
current terminus at Kyle of Lochalsh. This afternoon, 
we visit the iconic Eilean Donan Castle. (B, D)
Day 7 Our tour concludes today but there is no let up 
in the scenic delights as we board the Cairngorm 
funicular railway for sweeping views. Later, we’ll 
catch the train from Aviemore to Glasgow, where the 
group will disperse or make onward connections. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner
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Inveraray Castle
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SAVE PER PERSON

$105
Day 1 Travel independently to Glasgow and assemble 
at Queen Street Station where we board the lunchtime 
train to Oban. The West Highland Line takes us along 
the shores of the Firth of Clyde, through Glen Falloch 
before joining the former Callander and Oban line and 
on to Dalmally, where we will leave the train and 
continue by coach to our hotel in Inveraray on the 
shores of Loch Fyne. (D)
Day 2 Today we depart on excursion to the little 
Hebridean island of Gigha. Nestling close to the 
mainland just off the Kintyre peninsula, this is a gem of 
an island often overlooked by the island hopper. Later, 
we continue to Achamore Gardens, the former home 
of the Horlick family. The mild climate combined with 
high levels of rainfall means that there is always 
something in bloom. (B, D)
Day 3 We take a scenic drive around the head of Loch 
Fyne and south to Colintraive, from where we take the 
short ferry crossing to Rhubodach on the Isle of Bute. 
Here we visit the spectacular house and gardens of 
Mount Stuart, which is one of the largest, most 
spectacular High Victorian Gothic houses in Britain 
and yet one of the least known. The gardens were only 
opened to the general public for the first time in June 
1995. These 300 acres of woodlands and gardens are 
a real treasure trove for the garden enthusiast.  

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the 3-star 

Inveraray Inn, Loch Fyne
 ► One lunch
 ► Comfortable coach travel, ferry crossings and 

standard class rail travel
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
6 - 10 Jun $1,540 $1,435
18 - 22 Jul $1,540 $1,435
5 - 9 Sep $1,500 $1,395

Single Supplement $255

Tour code: BSAB

The West Highland Line from Glasgow to Oban is one of the most scenic in Scotland, and unjustly 
receives less attention than the more famous routes. Here there are many visual delights to enjoy, 
such as the views over Loch Long and Loch Lomond, the remote Glen Douglas, and the  
dramatic ruins of Kilchurn Castle. Enjoy the two island gems of little Gigha, home to Achamore 
Gardens, and the isle of Bute, where we find one of the most extravagant stately homes in the  
British Isles.

5 DAYS FROM

$1,395

Scenic Journeys of 
 Argyll and Bute

The temperate effect of the Gulf Stream on Bute 
ensures that there are always many exotic plants, palm 
trees and Mediterranean blooms to be seen here. 
There is a pavilion glasshouse in the grounds which 
nurtures rare species from the tropical rain forests of 
south-east Asia while native British plants thrive in the 
fertile soils and mild climate. (B, D)
Day 4 We begin at Ardkinglas, considered to be one 
of architect Sir Robert Lorimer’s masterpieces. 
Following a private tour of the house there will be 
time to look around the Woodland Gardens. Here 
huge conifers planted in the nineteenth century 
provide a high canopy for rhododendrons and other 
shrubs. This afternoon we have a guided tour of 
Inveraray Castle, which has been the seat of the 
Duke of Argyll, chief of the Clan Campbell, since the 
17th century. (B, D)
Day 5 This morning we visit the National Trust for 
Scotland’s garden at Arduaine, full of the most 
magnificent plants. It is most rewarding to keep going 
to the viewpoint which gives an exquisite panorama of 
the calm waters of Loch Melfort below. After a farewell 
lunch, we drive north to Oban and take the afternoon 
train along the West Highland Line back to Glasgow 
Queen Street. This will give us the opportunity to enjoy 
the section of track between Oban and Dalmally, 
which takes us along the shores of Loch Etive and 
Loch Awe, at the head of which lies the  
much-photographed Kilchurn Castle, before 
re-tracing our route back to Glasgow. (B, L)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Kilchurn Castle Mount Stuart
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NEW

Royal Scotsman ©Belmond

Royal Scotsman -
 Western Scenic Wonders

Rannoch Moor

Glenfinnan viaduct

The Royal Scotsman train has established itself as one of Scotland’s premier tourist attractions, 
combining timeless luxury and peerless service with the soaring peaks and tranquil lochs of 
the Highlands and Islands. Soak up the spectacular scenery from a comfortable armchair in the 
observation car or from your beautifully appointed personal cabin, all of which feature lower berth 
beds, en suite shower and wc, free wifi and full-length wardrobes. Enjoy meals that count among 
one of the world’s most unique dining experiences, served in mahogany-panelled dining cars using 
exceptional Scottish produce and accompanied by complimentary wines, liqueurs and malt whiskies. 
Why not treat yourself to the onboard spa where therapists indulge you as the stunning scenery 
glides by?
Our featured itinerary is just one of many journeys that are available between April and October 
as the train travels over the most scenic railway lines in the country, combined with excursions to 
historic castles, houses and gardens. Truly a once in a lifetime experience.

Day 1 We depart from Edinburgh Waverley in the early 
afternoon aboard the Royal Scotsman train and head 
west via Falkirk for Craigendoran, the starting point for 
the famous West Highland Line. We will enjoy an 
indulgent afternoon tea as we catch our first glimpse 
of Loch Lomond and the surrounding mountains. We 
continue via Glen Falloch and across desolate 
Rannoch Moor to the village of Spean Bridge, our 
overnight stop. Later we enjoy a splendid informal 
dinner and entertainment in the Observation Car.  
(AT, D) 
Day 2 During a leisurely breakfast the train continues 
west from the foot of Ben Nevis and across the iconic 
Glenfinnan Viaduct to Arisaig, where we alight from 
the train and enjoy a stroll along the gleaming Morar 
Sands, with views to Skye and the Cuillin Mountains 
beyond. Lunch is served on board as we retrace our 
steps back to Fort William and afterwards we depart 
on a guided excursion to the historic Glenfinnan 
Monument. We then savour afternoon tea at 
luxurious Inverlochy Castle with the option of a walk 
through the Spean Glen. In the evening we relax on 
board the train as an informal dinner is served while we 
travel south to the tiny village of Bridge of Orchy, our 
stop for the night. Enjoy a nightcap and entertainment 
in the Observation Car. (B, L, AT, D)
Day 3 This morning the train returns to Glasgow and 
onwards to Wemyss Bay, where a large and 
beautifully restored station recalls the glory days of 
mass excursions to the Clyde Coast. From here we take 
the ferry to Rothesay on the Isle of Bute and continue 
to Mount Stuart, a spectacular Victorian Gothic 
mansion with a jaw-dropping marbled hallway and 
staircase and an outstanding collection of family 
portraits. After returning to Wemyss Bay and rejoining 
the train we enjoy a formal dinner on board en route to 
Kilmarnock, our stabling point for this evening. (B, L, D)
Day 4 Our tour comes to an end as we return on the 
train to Edinburgh. (B) 
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch,  
AT: Afternoon Tea, D: Dinner

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights aboard the Royal Scotsman luxury train 

in a private cabin on a full board basis including all 
alcoholic drinks 

 ► 24-hour steward service
 ►  All visits as outlined in the itinerary

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
25 – 28 Aug  from $8,400
1 – 4 Sep  from $8,400
22 – 25 Sep  from $7,700
29 Sep – 2 Oct  from $7,700

Single Supplement  On request

Tour code: BRSW

4 DAYS FROM

$7,700



19844 576 0911 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com

9 DAYS FROM

$2,795

Emerald Isle Explorer
Join us on a trip of a lifetime combining steam travel in atmospheric vintage carriages with beautiful 
countryside, fascinating cities, lovely hotels, great food and wine - and above all - the opportunity to 
enjoy a relaxed and stress-free vacation.
In the Emerald Isle of Ireland we can expect a warm welcome wherever we go, with high class hotels, 
lovely scenery and world-famous tourist attractions. But of course it is the magical whiff of smoke 
and steam that makes this trip so special, with a series of steam-hauled excursions over the Irish rail 
network to be savoured. Featured locomotives include V Class no. 85 Merlin from 1932 and no. 171 
Slieve Gullion from 1913, while our coaches are refurbished 1960s Cravens along with a  
wood-panelled bar car – the only one in the world to serve draught Guinness!

Day 1 Travel independently to Dublin or alternatively 
take the optional package which includes rail and ferry 
travel from London to Dublin via Holyhead. Overnight 
at our hotel in Dublin.
Day 2 We set off by steam train from Dublin Heuston 
and head west right across the Emerald Isle before 
stopping for free time at the charming city of Athlone. 
We continue by train to vibrant Galway and transfer to 
our hotel. (B)
Day 3 This is a day at leisure in Galway. The city’s hub 
is 18th-century Eyre Square, a popular meeting spot 
surrounded by shops and traditional pubs that often 
offer live Irish folk music. Nearby, stone-clad cafes, 
boutiques and art galleries line the winding lanes of 
the Latin Quarter, which retains portions of the 
medieval city walls. Optional excursions will be on 
offer to some of West Ireland’s finest attractions such 
the Aran Islands, the Cliffs of Moher and Kylemore 
Abbey. (B)
Day 4 Today we head off by steam southwards to 
Limerick for free time to explore. We reboard the train 
and turn inland, passing Limerick Junction and heading 
southwest to Mallow and on to Killarney. We transfer 
to our hotel for the next three nights. (B)
Day 5 A variety of optional excursions are available 
today including a boat tour on Lake Killarney, a 
scenic drive including views of lakes, rivers and 
waterfalls and a steam trip to Tralee including a 
Champagne Cream Tea. (B)
Day 6 A further day to set your own pace with optional 
excursions including a full day steam excursion to Cork 
with free time to explore. (B)
Day 7 We set off today towards Mallow and Limerick 
Junction for the short distance to Tipperary before 
steaming to Waterford for time to explore. Perhaps 
visit the Waterford Crystal Factory and Visitor 
Center. We head north to Kilkenny and our hotel. (B)
Day 8 Free time to explore Kilkenny or perhaps enjoy 
an optional steam train excursion to Wexford and 
return by coach. (B)
Day 9 Transfer this morning to Wexford to board our 
steam train towards Dublin crossing the River Liffey 
before arriving at Connelly station where our tour 
concludes. Travel home independently or, for those 
returning by train, one extra night in Dublin is included 
today with return ferry and train the following day.

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, D: Dinner

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Eight nights’ bed & breakfast: one night in Dublin, 

two nights in Galway, three nights in Killarney and 
two nights in Kilkenny

 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► A team of helpful staff both on board the train and 

at the hotels
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
3 - 11 May 
Premium Standard  $2,795 
Premier Dining  $4,195 
Pullman-style Dining  $5,595

Single Supplement  On request

Please note that the board basis shown applies to 
Premium Standard only. Additional lunches and 
dinners are included for Premier Dining and 
Pullman-style Dining category – please see our 
website or ask for details. Supplement for rail and 
ferry package $840 (single supplement $125)

Tour code: BEIE85 'Merlin' Killarney - © Neil Dinnen

Lake Killarney
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North Yorkshire Moors Railway

Alnwick station

Bamburgh Castle 

Alnwick cascade
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NEWSAVE PER PERSON

$105

The star of Channel 5’s The Yorkshire Steam Railway, the North Yorkshire Moors Railway is one of 
the most popular heritage railways in the country and also one of the longest, traveling through 
some glorious scenery in a truly authentic recreation of the golden age of steam. We take the train 
all the way from Pickering to Whitby, where we visit the town’s newest attraction, a full-size replica 
of Captain James Cook’s bark Endeavour. While in Yorkshire, we also offer the opportunity to visit 
the National Railway Museum in York, a mecca for all rail enthusiasts with its unrivalled collection of 
locomotives, coaches and countless other pieces of railway memorabilia, and enjoy a guided tour at 
RHS Garden Harlow Carr, one of the most popular gardens in the UK which continues to practise the 
highest standard of horticulture.
We then take a ride on the famous Settle & Carlisle line, one of the most scenic in England, which 
has often been threatened with closure yet somehow survives. On arrival in Carlisle, we head for 
Newcastle, from where we explore the delights of Northumberland. These include the impressive 
Bamburgh Castle and the award-winning Alnwick Garden. We conclude in the splendidly nostalgic 
surroundings of the North of England Open Air Museum at Beamish, whose faithfully recreated 
exhibits include a typical branch line country station with a station building and signal box, along with 
a goods shed that was formerly part of Alnwick station.

Over the Moors to
 Northumberland

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Five nights’ dinner, bed and full breakfast: three 

nights at the Cairn Hotel, Harrogate and two nights 
at the Holiday Inn, Newcastle (or similar)

 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout (beginning in 
Harrogate and ending in Newcastle)

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
30 May - 4 Jun $1,470 $1,365
8 - 13 Aug $1,500 $1,395

Single Supplement $275

Tour code: BYNB

6 DAYS FROM

$1,365

Day 1 Travel independently to our hotel in Harrogate, 
which is easily accessible by rail from throughout the 
UK. Rail travel can be arranged at a supplement. (D)
Day 2 We travel the short distance to RHS Harlow 
Carr where we will enjoy a guided tour. This 
handsome and well-wooded site encompasses a rose 
garden, a bulb garden, an arboretum, rockeries and 
trial gardens. In the afternoon we transfer to York for 
free time, though many of us will wish to visit the 
National Railway Museum, home to the world’s 
largest collection of railway memorabilia from tickets 
and posters to giant locomotives. (B, D)
Day 3 From Pickering, we’ll enjoy a one-way trip to 
Whitby on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway, as 
featured on Channel 5’s TV series The Yorkshire Steam 
Railway, reopened in 1973 by the North York Moors 
Historical Railway Trust. On arrival in the pretty 
harbour town of Whitby, famous for its association 
with Bram Stoker’s novel Dracula, we will enjoy some 
free time before visiting a full-size replica of Captain 

James Cook’s bark Endeavour. We return to our 
hotel by coach. (B, D)
Day 4 After breakfast we transfer to Skipton, the 
starting point for our two-hour journey by diesel train 
over the famous Settle and Carlisle Railway. 
Highlights include the 24-arch Ribblehead Viaduct, 
2,629 yard-long Blea Moor Tunnel, the Dent Head 
Viaduct and the summit at Aisgill, the highest point 
reached by main-line trains in England. On arrival in 
Carlisle we rejoin our coach and head east for our 
hotel in Newcastle, traveling via the road which runs 
parallel to Hadrian’s Wall. (B, D)
Day 5 After breakfast we depart for a guided tour of 
Alnwick Garden, a unique garden project inspired by 
the Duchess of Northumberland, which has 
established itself as one of the most notable gardens in 
England. There will also be an opportunity to visit 
Barter Books, one of the largest second-hand 
bookshops in Europe, which is uniquely housed in the 
former Alnwick Railway Station. We continue north 

along the dramatic Northumberland coast to 
Bamburgh Castle, one of the largest inhabited castles 
in the country and which houses a unique collection of 
artwork, ceramics and objets d’art. (B, D)
Day 6 This morning we head south of Newcastle for a 
visit to the North of England Open Air Museum at 
Beamish, which vividly recreates life in the North of 
England in the 19th and early 20th centuries, where 
costumed staff demonstrate a past way of life. 
Following our visit here our coach will return to our 
hotel and to the railway station in Newcastle to allow 
guests to depart independently for home. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, D: Dinner

North of England Open Air Museum at Beamish
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Ribblehead Viaduct

North Yorkshire Moors RailwayYork

Ribblehead Viaduct
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NEWSAVE PER PERSON

$105

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Five nights’ dinner, bed and full breakfast: three 

nights at the Cairn Hotel, Harrogate and two nights at 
the Cumbria Grand Hotel, Grange-over-Sands

 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout (beginning in 
Harrogate and ending in Lancaster)

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DATES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
30 May - 4 Jun $1,460 $1,355
8 - 13 Aug $1,500 $1,395

Single Supplement $210

Tour code: BYLA

From Ribblehead to Ravenglass:
  Railways of Yorkshire and the Lakes
Like our Over the Moors to Northumberland tour, this vacation begins in Yorkshire, with an 
opportunity to visit the National Railway Museum in York, with its huge collection of locomotives, 
coaches and other railway memorabilia, and a guided tour of RHS Garden Harlow Carr, a perennial 
favorite among garden enthusiasts. We also take the North Yorkshire Moors Railway over hill and 
dale to Whitby, where we visit the full-sized replica of Captain James Cook’s bark Endeavour. 
We then take a ride on the famous Settle & Carlisle line, with its impressive viaducts and long 
tunnels, but this time on arrival in Carlisle we head for our hotel in the heart of the Lake District. 
An action-packed day follows, as we first take a trip on the Ravenglass and Eskdale Railway, a 
quirky narrow-gauge line whose characterful little steam trains delighted and inspired Thomas the 
Tank Engine author Rev W Awdry. We then travel over the short but atmospheric Lakeside and 
Haverthwaite Railway, which connects with the rather elegant lake steamers that will waft us gently 
across Windermere to Bowness. On our final day we enjoy a cruise on Lake Windermere aboard a 
specially-chartered vintage boat followed by a tour of the Arts & Crafts gem, Blackwell House.

6 DAYS FROM

$1,355

Day 1 Travel independently to our hotel in Harrogate, 
which is easily accessible by rail throughout the UK. 
Rail travel can be arranged at a supplement. (D)
Day 2 We travel the short distance to RHS Harlow 
Carr where we will enjoy a guided tour. This 
handsome and well-wooded site encompasses a rose 
garden, a bulb garden, an arboretum, rockeries and 
trial gardens. In the afternoon we transfer to York for 
free time, though many of us will wish to visit the 
National Railway Museum, home to the world’s 
largest collection of railway memorabilia from tickets 
and posters to giant locomotives. (B, D)
Day 3 From Pickering, we’ll enjoy a one-way trip to 
Whitby on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway, as 
featured on Channel 5’s TV series The Yorkshire Steam 
Railway, reopened in 1973 by the North York Moors 
Historical Railway Trust. On arrival in the harbour town 
of Whitby, famous for its association with Bram 
Stoker’s novel Dracula, we have some free time before 
visiting a full-size replica of Captain James Cook’s 
bark Endeavour. We return to our hotel by coach.  
(B, D)
Day 4 After breakfast we transfer to Skipton, the 
starting point for our two-hour journey by diesel train 

over the famous Settle and Carlisle Railway. 
Highlights include the 24-arch Ribblehead Viaduct, 
2,629 yard-long Blea Moor Tunnel, the Dent Head 
Viaduct and the summit at Aisgill, the highest point 
reached by main-line trains in England. On arrival in 
Carlisle we rejoin our coach and head for our hotel in 
the Lake District. (B, D)
Day 5 Today we travel round the Cumbrian coast to 
Ravenglass, the starting point for our journey on a ½ 
scale model narrow-gauge railway. Locals and railway 
enthusiasts formed the Ravenglass and Eskdale 
Railway Preservation Society to save the line and 
the scenic route takes us through woodland and up 
into the hills to Dalegarth. At Ravenglass there will be 
time to look round the museum. In the afternoon we 
transfer to Haverthwaite for a short but atmospheric 
trip over the Lakeside and Haverthwaite Railway. 
On arrival at Lakeside, we board one of the elegant 
Lake Windermere steamers and cruise to Bowness, 
enjoying the incomparable scenery of the Lake 
District. (B, D)
Day 6 This morning we visit the award-winning 
Windermere Jetty Museum and enjoy a private 
cruise on the lake in one of their vintage boats. This is 
followed by a visit to Blackwell - The Arts and Crafts 

House, offering a perfectly preserved snapshot of 
early 20th century living. Our coach will provide a 
transfer to the main line railway station in Lancaster to 
allow guests to depart independently for home. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, D: Dinner

Lake Windermere

RHS Harlow Carr
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NEWSAVE PER PERSON

$70

The Isle of Man is something of a mecca for steam and rail enthusiasts, with three different railway 
experiences, not to mention a delightful horse-drawn tram.
Traveling to the Isle of Man by the traditional, stress-free ferry route, our first trip sees us ride the 
Isle of Man Steam Railway, the longest narrow-gauge steam line in the British Isles that still uses 
its original locomotives and carriages, on a scenic route to the south-west of the island, where 
we explore several of the historic sites here. Next, it’s all aboard the Manx Electric Railway, which 
connects with the Snaefell Mountain Railway at Laxey and takes us to the summit 2,000 feet above 
sea level. A visit to the iconic Laxey Wheel follows, along with another opportunity to ride the 
Electric Railway. On our penultimate day on the island, we explore several more historical attractions 
before enjoying the gentlest of rides on one of the horse-drawn trams that ply back and forth along 
the promenade on Douglas Bay.

The Manx
 Explorer

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast at the Sefton 

Hotel (or similar)
 ► Return ferry crossings from Heysham to the Isle of 

Man
 ► Comfortable coach travel on the Isle of Man 
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary 
 ► Services of a local driver/guide

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
19 - 23 Jun $1,045 $975
25 - 29 Sep  $1,045 $975

Single Supplement $210

Tour code: BMXE

5 DAYS FROM

$975

Snaefell Mountain Tram

Castle Rushen

Laxey Wheel

Day 1 Travel independently to Heysham in time to 
check in for our afternoon ferry to the Isle of Man. On 
arrival we will be met by our local coach and driver/
guide and transfer to our hotel in Douglas, the island’s 
principal town. (D)
Day 2 Today we take a trip on the Isle of Man Steam 
Railway, which is the longest narrow-gauge steam line 
in the British Isles that still uses its original locomotives 
and carriages. The train trundles gently through the 
beautiful Manx countryside to Port Erin where we 
rejoin our coach and transfer to the ancient capital of 
Castletown, visiting Castle Rushen, an impressive 
fortress which was once home to the Kings and Lords 
of Mann. We also visit the Old House of Keys, which 
was once the center of 19th century political life on the 
island. Later we will travel to the picturesque village of 
Cregneash, one of the last strongholds of traditional 
customs, crafts and skills which characterised the 
Manx crofter’s way of life. (B, D)
Day 3 We head for the Manx Electric Railway and 
travel at a sedate pace in original Victorian and 

Edwardian rolling stock. At Laxey we change on to the 
Snaefell Mountain Railway which winds its way up 
above 2,000 feet to the top of Snaefell. Returning on 
the train to Laxey, we continue to the iconic Laxey 
Wheel. You’ll have the opportunity to watch the wheel 
turning, walk through the valley to find the Great Laxey 
Mines and learn about the lives of the miners who 
extracted lead and zinc ores from deep inside the 
mine. Later, we visit the Grove Museum of Victorian 
Life with its series of period rooms, containing mostly 
original furnishings and fittings, a costume room and 
displays of the possessions of three generations. We 
have the choice of returning to our hotel by coach or 
on the Manx Electric Railway, an opportunity to 
enjoy the full 17-mile length of the railway. (B, D)
Day 4 Our first visit today is Peel Castle, which was 
originally a place of worship before becoming the fort 
of Magnus Barefoot – an 11th century Viking King of 
Mann. After some free time in Peel, we will visit  
The House of Manannan, which takes visitors on an 
interactive and exciting journey through the Isle of 
Man’s colorful history. We will stop briefly at Tynwald 
Hill, which plays host to an open air meeting of the 
Island’s parliament, Tynwald, once a year. Our final 
rail-based excursion is a short but delightful trip on the 
Douglas Bay Horse Tram, using 12 original tramcars 
refurbished including a double decker tram. (B, D)
Day 5 After breakfast we take a morning ferry back to 
Heysham. On arrival the group will disperse or make 
onward connections.
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, D: Dinner
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NEWSAVE PER PERSON

$70

Heritage Railways 
 of East Anglia

4 DAYS FROM

$945

At the height of the railways’ dominance as our principal form of transport, the eastern counties of 
Norfolk and Suffolk were criss-crossed with a network of rural branch lines. Gradually and inevitably 
they were closed down as the rail network was rationalised and many have disappeared forever. Yet 
today there are a host of heritage lines that keep alive the spirit and atmosphere of these bucolic 
railways, all set against the big skies and open fields of East Anglia.
It is at the East Anglian Railway Museum that our tour begins, an excellent introduction to the 
railways of the Eastern Counties with a cornucopia of railwayana, followed by a short trip on the 
Mid-Suffolk railway line. This can certainly be said of the popular ‘Poppy Line’ in North Norfolk, 
which has an impressive collection of steam and diesel locomotives. A train journey here is combined 
with a visit to the popular royal residence of Sandringham, perhaps the most famous stately home 
in Norfolk, which also has some wonderful gardens to explore. An exciting day follows as we take 
trips on standard-gauge and narrow-gauge railways and visit the Norfolk Broads, where we enjoy a 
relaxing two-hour cruise. Our East Anglian escape ends in the unique surroundings of Bressingham 
Steam and Gardens, with its impressive collection of steam-driven machines set in gorgeous gardens 
and grounds.

Day 1 Depart by coach from our departure points 
(London, Chelmsford, Colchester) and head to our first 
visit, the East Anglian Railway Museum, at Wakes 
Colne in Essex. This is a working museum dedicated to 
preserving the history of railways in the Eastern 
Counties, with Victorian buildings, restored 
locomotives and rolling stock and signal boxes, telling 
a story of a time when the railway was one of the 
largest employers in the region. There is also a 
miniature railway and a model railway display. In the 
afternoon we take a trip on the Mid-Suffolk Light 
Railway, Suffolk’s only standard-gauge heritage 
railway. Affectionately known as the ‘Middy’, the MSLR 
was a classic case of a railway built too late for the 
great railway age. A section of the railway at Brockford 
has been recreated with original station buildings 
which capture the atmosphere of this quirky line. We 
continue to our accommodation in Norwich. (D)
Day 2 After breakfast today we depart to the smart 
Victorian seaside resort of Sheringham and board a 
vintage steam-hauled train for a journey along the 
North Norfolk Railway to Holt. Also known as the 

‘Poppy Line’, this is one of the most popular and 
successful heritage railways in the country which keeps 
alive a section of the former Midland and Great 
Northern Joint Railway. Our steam-hauled journey 
through typical Norfolk countryside offers glimpses of 
stunning coastal scenery. After some free time in Holt 
we depart for the royal residence of Sandringham, 
the much-loved country retreat which has been the 
private home of five generations of British monarchs 
since 1862. The house, set in 24 hectares of stunning 
gardens, is perhaps the most famous stately home in 
Norfolk and is at the heart of the 8,000 hectare 
Sandringham Estate. (B, D)
Day 3 Two more heritage railways feature today as we 
travel first to the charming market town of Dereham 
and take a ride on the Mid-Norfolk Railway, which is 
one of the longest heritage railways in the UK. Our 
trip, which may be steam or diesel-hauled, takes us 
through the heart of the Norfolk countryside to 
Wymondham, another rural market town. We then 
drive to the historic market town Aylsham on the other 
side of Norwich, where we pick up the Bure Valley 

Railway, Norfolk’s longest narrow-gauge railway, 
which runs from Aylsham to Wroxham in the heart of 
the Norfolk Broads, following the meandering River 
Bure through lush meadowland and ancient pastures. 
After some free time in Wroxham we embark on a 
relaxing two-hour cruise of the Norfolk Broads, 
including live commentary. (B, D)
Day 4 After breakfast we travel to the Norfolk/Suffolk 
border where we find Bressingham Steam and 
Gardens, Alan Bloom’s famous collection of plants 
and industrial, mainly steam-powered, engineering. 
Here we will explore the gardens, woodland and 
surrounding countryside from the unique vantage 
point of a steam-hauled narrow-gauge railway. There 
will also be an opportunity to enjoy the other 
attractions such as the Gallopers and other fairground 
attractions, the Steam Museum, the Dad’s Army 
exhibition and of course the gardens. We then return 
to our original pick-up points and expect to arrive back 
in the evening. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, D: Dinner

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast at the 

Mercure Hotel, Norwich
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DATES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
23 - 26 Jun $1,015 $945
28 - 31 Aug $1,015 $945

Single Supplement $170

Tour code: BREA

North Norfolk Railway

Bressingham Gardens 
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Avignon

Les Jardins de La Fontaine

 Saint-Paul-de-Mausole



27844 576 0911 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com

NEWSAVE PER PERSON

$105

 WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Six nights‘ bed and breakfast at 4-star Mercure 

Avignon Palais des Papes in Avignon
 ► Two dinners 
 ► Standard class return rail travel from London to 

Avignon
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits and rail as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023 
22 - 28 Jun $2,620 $2,515
1 - 7 Sep $2,620 $2,515

Single Supplement $555
Superior / Privilege room supplement  On request

Tour code: BPAP

Avignon and Portraits 
 of Provence

7 DAYS FROM

$2,515

It is easy to see why Provence was the inspiration for artists such as Vincent Van Gogh and Paul 
Cézanne, and our new rail tour takes you effortlessly to the heart of this stunning region. Fields 
of poppies, lavender and sunflowers sit alongside the grand Mediterranean gardens of Jardins 
de la Fontaine and impressive villas with mighty statues and tranquil lakes. There is plenty of 
time to soak up the grandeur of NÎmes, the extraordinary natural beauty of the Camargue and 
the shady squares of Arles. Our hotel is the 4-star Mercure Avignon Palais des Papes with its 
privileged location in the heart of the medieval walled city and where the delights of Provence lie 
conveniently on your doorstep.

Day 1 We depart from London St Pancras on the direct 
Eurostar train to Lille or Gare du Nord Paris (if Paris a 
coach transfer is included to Paris Gare de Lyon) and 
continue by rail to the city of Avignon and transfer to 
our hotel. (D)
Day 2 Following breakfast, we enjoy a guided walking 
tour of Avignon including Les Halles market and 
passing by the Palais des Papes, seat of the Catholic 
popes from 1309 to 1377, also the UNESCO World 
Heritage-designated Pont Saint-Bénézet of legend 
and song. Later this morning we depart on an 
excursion to the attractive town of L’Isle sur la 
Sorgue, known as the Little Venice of Provence, and 
continue to L’Abbaye de Sénanque, a beautiful 
example of Romanesque Cistercian Architecture, 
which is surrounded by fragrant lavender fields (at their 
peak in June). (B)

Day 3 Explore the ancient Roman aqueduct bridge of 
Pont du Gard and visit Nîmes for views of the ancient 
Roman temple Maison Carrée and the stunning 
Mediterranean garden, bridges and water features in 
the 17th century Jardins de la Fontaine. We continue 
to Château de la Gardine, where we will be greeted 
by a member of the Brunel family, before a tour and 
wine tasting. (B)
Day 4 This morning we journey to Arles on the River 
Rhône by boat for free time to discover the city and 
landscapes that inspired the works of Vincent Van 
Gogh, including the famous amphitheater. We then 
transfer to Les Baux de Provence, considered to be 
one of the most beautiful villages in France, and 
continue to St-Rémy-de-Provence where we visit the 
impressive 11th century monastery Saint-Paul-de-
Mausole, surrounded by cloisters and gardens filled 
with lavender balls, elegant Cypress trees and charred 
sunflowers. (B) 
Day 5 After breakfast we head for the Luberon 
National Park to visit two unusual sites, both 
connected with the ochre mining industry. The 
Colorado Provençal at Rustel is a former quarry of 
great geological and historical interest, with an easy 
walk through a unique landscape, while at the Mines 
de Broux we venture 650m underground through a 
labyrinth of former ochre mines. (B) 
Day 6 After breakfast we head for the Camargue 
National Park to witness its extraordinary natural 
beauty. Along the route we stop in the picturesque Flamingos in the Camargue National Park

Lavender fields

Camargue

Avignon

Luberon National Park

L’Abbaye de Sénanque
Arles

seaside towns of Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer and  
Le Grau-du-Roi, before heading to the salt marshes 
of Aigues Mortes to enjoy a brief train ride and 
maybe a glimpse of wild pink flamingos. Tonight we 
enjoy a farewell dinner at a local restaurant. (B, D) 
Day 7 This morning we take the train to Lille or Paris 
Gare de Lyon (if Paris a coach transfer is included to 
Gare du Nord) and continue by Eurostar to London  
St Pancras. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, D: Dinner
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Monet’s Garden, Giverny
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SAVE PER PERSON UP TO

$105

The Genius 
 of Monet
Just as the gardens at Giverny inspired Monet, who spent half his life nurturing and enjoying them,  
so they continue to enthrall countless visitors more than 90 years after his death. The lovingly 
restored gardens give a vivid impression of Monet's favorite subjects. The gardens are filled with 
poppies, lupins, delphiniums and peonies, and throughout the year the atmosphere is of abundant 
color and luxuriant growth. Arched bridges, painted an acid apple green, are festooned with 
wisteria and the draped fronds of weeping willow frame the water lilies - Monet's paintings brought 
unnervingly to life. 
The perfect complement to Giverny is the Orangerie Museum in Paris. The centerpiece of this 
outstanding collection is Monet’s breathtaking series of murals, Les Nymphéas. Housed in two vast 
elliptical rooms, the 2-meter-high murals extend to almost 200m in length and provide a moving and 
unforgettable testament to the genius of a painter at the height of his powers.
Besides Giverny, we visit the Château de Chantilly, with its extensive collection of fine art and its 
gardens designed by Le Nôtre, and also the pleasant market town of Senlis.

Château de Chantilly

Day 1 We depart from London by Eurostar and upon 
arrival in Paris we are met by our comfortable coach. 
We travel to the charming town of Chantilly, in the 
heart of the Chantilly Forest, where our hotel is set in 
its own wooded grounds. Later, we enjoy a welcome 
glass of kir before sitting down to dinner. (D)

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Three nights’ dinner (with wine), bed & breakfast at 

the Château de Montvillargenne, Chantilly 
 ► Return standard class rail travel between London and 

Paris with Eurostar
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
5 - 8 May $1,500 $1,395
26 - 29 May $1,500 $1,395
21 - 24 Jul $1,445 $1,340

Single Supplement $345
Executive Room Upgrade from $105

Tour code: BMOG

4 DAYS FROM

$1,340

Day 2 This morning, we transfer to the Château de 
Chantilly, one of the jewels in the crown of France’s 
cultural heritage, a magnificent edifice surrounded by 
water. Our visit includes the sumptuously decorated 
Grands Appartements, along with time to stroll around 
the extensive formal gardens, designed in part by 
André le Nôtre. Later we transfer to Senlis, a market 
town typical of Picardy, where we can explore the 
shops or enjoy some pâtisserie. (B, D)
Day 3 The famous house and gardens of Claude 
Monet await discovery today, along with free time in 
Giverny where you can visit the church where Monet 
is buried. (B, D)
Day 4 We travel to Paris today and visit the Musée de 
l’Orangerie des Tuileries. The highlights of its 
collection are Monet’s two-meter-high murals, entitled 
Les Nymphéas. Thereafter, there is time to sightsee at 
leisure before we catch our Eurostar train back to 
London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, D: Dinner

Giverny

Chantilly
Senlis

Paris

House and garden of Claude Monet
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Keukenhof Gardens
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SAVE PER PERSON

$105

Dutch Bulbfields 
 in Spring

5 DAYS FROM

$1,815

Enjoy a riot of color among the beautiful bulbfields of Holland where nothing quite compares to the 
sight of not hundreds, not thousands, but millions of flowering bulbs, carpeting the fields in a radiant 
vision of patterns and patchwork. We begin in the Belgian city of Antwerp with a visit to Rubens 
House, the former home and workshop of the artist Peter Paul Rubens before enjoying a visit to 
the botanic gardens. We then embark on our cruise to Rotterdam. We enjoy a visit to one of the 
most famous gardens in the world – Keukenhof, a magnificent display of different tulip, daffodil and 
hyacinth varieties. We arrive in the Dutch capital of Amsterdam, where we visit the 700-year-old 
Castle Muiderslot and Kasteel Museum Sypesteyn.
On this cruise, we'll enjoy four nights on board MS La Bohème. Our comfortable vessel transports 
us across rivers and sea, ensuring that our journey is just as special as the destinations it brings us to. 
Think welcoming cocktails, lunches and dinners with complimentary wine and beer, and, of course, 
the always convivial company of like-minded travelers.

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Four nights’ full board accommodation on board  

MS La Bohème in Main or Upper deck cabin 
 ► Drinks on board with meals and at the bar (excluding 

premium drinks and spirits)
 ► Standard class rail travel from London to Antwerp, 

returning from Amsterdam
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
11 - 15 Apr
Main Deck $1,920 $1,815
Upper Deck $2,220 $2,115

Single Supplement  from $420
Optional Excursions: 
Rotterdam walking tour $30
Amsterdam canal cruise On request

Tour code: BCDB

3-DAY AMSTERDAM EXTENSION
FROM $420
Why not extend your vacation with a two-night stay 
at a 4-star centrally located hotel including breakfasts, 
transfers and a three-day Amsterdam Travel Card, giving 
you the freedom to explore the city at your own pace.

Day 1 We depart by rail from London St Pancras to 
Antwerp, where we visit Rubens House, which 
celebrates the work of Peter Paul Rubens, and the 
Botanic Garden. We later embark the MS La Bohème 
and enjoy a welcome cocktail reception before 
dinner. (D)

paintings, fine porcelain and silver. In the afternoon, 
we catch the train from Amsterdam Centraal railway 
station to London St Pancras. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

De Haar Castle

Antwerp

Rotterdam

Keukenhof
Amsterdam

Utrecht

Day 2 This morning we cruise from Antwerp to 
Rotterdam. On arrival we venture ashore and explore 
at leisure or choose to join our optional walking tour of 
this enchanting city. (B, L, D)
Day 3 This morning we cruise from Rotterdam to 
Utrecht. This afternoon, we will depart for Keukenhof, 
one of the most famous gardens in the world. Over 
seven million bulbs are planted annually and around 
one million visitors pass through it from mid-March to 
mid-May. We rejoin the ship in Amsterdam and 
following dinner you are free to explore ashore, or 
alternatively join our optional canal cruise, giving you 
the opportunity to view this spectacular city from the 
water. (B, L, D)
Day 4 Today we explore Kasteel Museum 
Sypesteyn, built in the early 20th century in 17th 
century style. Located beside the Loosdrecht lake and 
River Vecht, the castle is surrounded by stunning 
gardens. Later, we visit De Haar Castle which has 
equally splendid grounds including a Roman garden, 
ponds and canals. (B, L, D)
Day 5 We disembark and spend the morning in 
Amsterdam, beginning with a visit to the Museum Van 
Loon, a magnificent canal-side private residence from 
the Dutch ‘Golden Age’, with a large collection of 
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Glacier ExpressAndermatt

Gonergrat Railway

Glacier Express
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SAVE PER PERSON

$140

A trip on the Glacier Express is on the bucket list of many, thanks to the unbeatable combination of 
spectacular scenery and effortless Swiss rail travel. 
There is a host of other scenic rail journeys to enjoy, beginning with an eco-friendly ride to the 
summit of the Gonergrat, one of the finest mountain-top panoramas in the world. A combination 
of train and cable car takes us to another mountain summit, the Schilthorn, which will be instantly 
recognizable from the Bond classic On Her Majesty’s Secret Service. Another cultural reference 
follows as we take the Golden Pass panoramic train to Montreux on Lake Geneva – the inspiration 
for Deep Purple’s Smoke on the Water. Further highlights here include a ride in original Belle Epoque 
carriages to the top of the Rochers de Naye and a relaxing cruise on Lake Geneva.

Day 1 Meet the group at our hotel in Zermatt. (D)
Day 2 Today we depart on the Gonergrat Railway, 
the world’s first fully electrified cog railway. The 
panoramic views including those from the  
mountain-top are among the finest in the world. Later 
we return to Zermatt, where the rest of the day is at 
leisure. (B, D)
Day 3 We take the Glacier Express from Zermatt  
to Andermatt. This leisurely paced journey, coupled 
with the huge panoramic windows and skylights allows 
us to enjoy the mountain scenery as we descend the 
Matter Valley. 

WHAT’S INCLUDED
 ► Seven nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast: two nights 

at the 4-star Hotel Sonne, Zermatt; two nights at the 
4-star Hotel Sunstar, Grindelwald and three nights at 
the 4-star Hotel Astra, Vevey

 ► Comfortable coach and standard class rail travel 
throughout

 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
12 - 19 Jun  $3,945 $3,805
8 - 15 Aug   $3,945 $3,805
12 - 19 Sep  $3,945 $3,805

Single Supplement  $1,050

Tour code: BRGE

Great Rail Journeys of Switzerland: 
The Glacier Express and the Golden Pass

View from Schilthorn

 On arrival, we continue our scenic journey to our 
hotel in the village of Grindelwald.   
(B, D)
Day 4 Today we travel by train and cable car via 
Lauterbrunnen and Mürren to the mountain summit 
of the Schilthorn. The revolving restaurant here, Piz 
Gloria, shot to fame when it was used as the location 
for Ernst Stavro Blofeld’s lair in the 1963 Bond film, On 
Her Majesty’s Secret Service. We enjoy some free time 
in Interlaken. (B, D)
Day 5 We return to Interlaken, from where we take the 
train to Zweisimmen and board the Golden Pass 
panoramic train for a journey to Montreux and 
continue by rail to Vevey for free time. (B, D)
Day 6 Today we take the train from Vevey via 
Montreux and the narrow gauge rack railway to the 
top of the mountain Rochers de Naye with 
breathtaking views. (B, D)
Day 7 We take the train along the shore of Lake 
Geneva to Lausanne. Here we visit the Olympic 
Museum and its sculpture garden. We then enjoy a 
cruise on Lake Geneva to the medieval castle 
Château de Chillon. (B, D)
Day 8 Today we travel by train to Geneva airport for 
our independent onward journeys. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

8 DAYS FROM

$3,945

Château de Chillon

Geneva

Montreux/Vevey
Zweisimmen

GrindelwaldInterlaken
Andermatt

Zermatt

Lausanne
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Bernina Express
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NEWSAVE PER PERSON

$140

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Six nights’ bed and breakfast: two nights at the 4-star 

Hotel Sunstar, Davos and four nights at the 3-star 
Hotel Internazionale, Bellinzona

 ► Five dinners and one lunch
 ► Comfortable coach and standard class rail travel 

throughout
 ► All visits as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Services of a professional tour manager

DATES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
6 - 12 Jul $2,725 $2,585
28 Sep - 4 Oct $2,725 $2,585

Single Supplement $275

Tour code: BRBE

Great Rail Journeys of Switzerland:
  The Bernina Express and Ticino
In terms of rail journeys, the highlight on this new tour must be the Bernina Express, which despite 
the name winds its way at a leisurely pace through the stunning scenery of the Swiss Engadin Alps, 
with panoramic windows allowing an uninterrupted view. We travel from German-speaking Davos 
to the Italian-speaking canton of Ticino, which has a distinctively Latin ambience quite different 
from the rest of Switzerland. Even the weather is different, with both Lugano and Locarno being 
among the sunniest and warmest places in the country.
Further highlights on this tour include a couple of funicular railways, one to the summit of the 
Schatzalp, where high-altitude plants from around the world flourish in an Alpine garden, and one 
to the top of Monte San Salvatore, which offers glorious views over the sparkling waters of Lake 
Lugano. This follows a particularly tasty morning as we learn how to make an authentic risotto 
before washing it down with a glass of wine! While we are in Ticino we have the use of a special 
card which gives free access to the sights in and around Bellinzona, including its medieval castles.

7 DAYS FROM

$2,585

Day 1 Meet the group at our hotel in Davos. (D)
Day 2 We enjoy a mountain excursion to Schatzalp 
which we ascend by means of a funicular railway from 
Davos. Here we will visit the Alpinum Schatzalp, 
home to 3,500 plant species and flower varieties from 
the world’s high mountain regions with glorious views 
over the valley below. In the afternoon we return to 
Davos, where the rest of the day is free to explore this 
chic resort, famous as host of the annual World 
Economic Forum. (B, D)

Day 3 Today we check out of the hotel and transfer to 
Ticino, the Italian-speaking canton in the south of 
Switzerland. Our highly scenic journey through the 
Swiss Engadin Alps involves a combination of bus, 
regional train and the Bernina Express, which uses 
special panoramic coaches with enlarged windows. 
We will break our journey in Tirano, so for a brief time 
we will be in Italy before re-entering Switzerland and 
continuing to our hotel in Bellinzona, the capital of 
Ticino canton. (B, D)
Day 4 We discover Bellinzona, home to three of the 
best preserved medieval castles in Switzerland and 
listed as UNESCO World Heritage Sites. We begin 
with a guided tour of the city with a local guide before 
visiting one of the three castles, the Castelgrande. 
The remainder of the day is at leisure, with the option 
of visiting the other two castles, Montebello and 
Sasso Corbara. We will be issued with a Ticino Card 
which allows free access to the castles, other tourist 
attractions and free public transport. (B)
Day 5 After breakfast this morning we take a 
20-minute train ride to Lugano, a bustling yet pleasant 
town on the shore of the lake of the same name, and 
known as one of the warmest places in Switzerland 
with a sub-tropical micro-climate. After some free time 

we transfer by private boat from Lugano-Paradiso 
across the lake to Grotto Descanso where we will learn 
how to make a traditional risotto before consuming 
the fruits of our labours for lunch, with an apero and 
wine included. In the afternoon we return by boat to 
Lugano-Paradiso and take the funicular railway to the 
top of the Monte San Salvatore which affords lovely 
views over Lake Lugano. Returning to Lugano we have 
free time to explore the town. Recommended are visits 
to Ciani Park on the shore of the lake, or Tassino 
Park, an English-style rose garden in a sun-drenched 
position. We return by train to Bellinzona. (B, L, D)
Day 6 This morning is at leisure with an opportunity to 
make further use of our Ticino Cards. Recommended 
is a visit to the Villa dei Cedri, home to the Municipal 
Museum for Modern and Contemporary Art. In the 
afternoon we take the train to Locarno, which lies at 
the north-eastern tip of Lake. After some time to 
explore we transfer by coach to the nearby charming 
town of Ascona. This evening we will enjoy a farewell 
dinner in a local restaurant back in Bellinzona. (B, D)
Day 7 Today we transfer to Milan airport for our 
independent onward journeys. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner
Please note that depending on final train timetables some 
routes may be indirect and include changes of train.

Lugano

Zurich
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Tirano
BellinzonaLocarno

Lugano
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Lorem ipsum

Bellinzona
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Lake GardaGiusti Garden in Verona

Lake Garda

Scaligero Castle Villa Borromeo Visconti Litta
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NEWSAVE PER PERSON

$140

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Seven nights‘ bed and breakfast: one night at the 

4-star Hotel AC Torino by Marriott in Turin, five 
nights at a 4-star hotel in the Desenzano area and 
one night at the 4-star Hilton Milan (or similar) 

 ► Seven dinners
 ► Standard class rail travel from London to Turin, 

returning from Milan and throughout Italy
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits and rail travel as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Service of a professional tour manager

DATES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
10 -17 Jun $3,215 $3,075
9 - 16 Sep $3,215 $3,075

Single Supplement $695
Eurostar Premier Upgrade On request

Tour code: BVLG

Villas and Gardens
 of Lake Garda
Thinking of Lake Garda conjures up glorious visions of pristine waters surrounded by rocky hills, 
lemon groves and orange trees. With an even Mediterranean climate, this stunning region of Italy is 
also an ideal place from which to explore the many jewels such as the Neoclassical-style rural palace 
of Villa Bettoni and stunning Sirmione, known as ‘the pearl of the islands and peninsulas’. Venice 
awaits with inspired sights of St. Mark’s Square and the Rialto Bridge and even a gondola ride while 
the impressive Villa Scipione Borghese displays magnificent neo-Gothic architecture and a splendid 
Italian garden with lush greenery, pines, cypresses and magnolias. In addition to one-night stays in 
Turin and Milan is a five-night sojourn in the charming Desenzano area. 

8 DAYS FROM

$3,075

Day 1 We depart from London St Pancras to Paris on 
the Eurostar train, transfer by coach to Paris Gare de 
Lyon and then continue by rail to the Italian city of 
Turin. We will have a boxed dinner on the train and 
upon arrival, we will transfer to our hotel. (D)
Day 2 After breakfast we travel by coach to Lake 
Garda and the charming Densenzano area. Free time 
to explore. We continue to the beautiful Villa Bettoni 
to admire the monumental gardens and the internal 
halls of the palace, its original furnishings and the 
splendid art collections before arriving at our hotel. 
 (B, D)
Day 3 Today we head to Sirmione which offers a rich, 
historical and artistic heritage including the remains of 
an ancient Roman villa from the early imperial age, the 
Rocca Scaligera and the church of San Pietro in 
Mavino, dating back to the 8th century. Scaligero 

Castle is an extraordinary example of lake fortification 
and the Roman Villa “Grotte di Catullo” has an 
exceptional panoramic position at the end of the 
peninsula. (B, D) 
Day 4 We travel by rail to Venice, where a boat 
transports us to St Mark’s Square for our guided 
walking tour during which we will admire St Mark’s 
Square, Rialto Bridge and watch a Murano 
glass-blowing demonstration. Stroll through narrow 
streets and quiet squares, over charming bridges and 
enjoy a gondola ride before free time to explore. We 
then we return to our hotel. (B, D)
Day 5 We reach Verona by train for a short walking 
tour among Roman ruins and medieval buildings 
including the Roman amphitheater. In the afternoon 
we visit Garden Giusti, a 15th century villa surrounded 
by one of the best known Italian gardens of the late 
Renaissance. (B, D)
Day 6 Today we head for Bardolino, a charming 
village overlooking Lake Garda and famous for its 
good wine. We enjoy a tour of a vineyard with a local 
farmer with tastings included. This afternoon we take a 
boat to the private island of Isola del Garda and the 
luxurious Villa Scipione Borghese, where we are 
welcomed with a glass of wine followed by a private 
guided tour of the villa and time to drink in the 
astonishing views over the lake. (B, D)
Day 7 We travel by rail to Milan with free time to 
explore before transferring to Villa Borromeo 
Visconti Litta with its art of mosaics, statues, frescoes, 

Rialto Bridge, Venice

Turin

Paris

Milan Lake Garda

Sirmione Bardolino
Venice

fountains and water features. We return to Milan 
where we enjoy a farewell dinner at a local restaurant. 
(B, D)
Day 8 This morning we take the train to the Gare de 
Lyon, transfer by coach to Gare du Nord Paris and 
continue by Eurostar to London St Pancras. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Murano
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NEWSAVE PER PERSON

$140

Ignite the senses as we travel by rail, linking the vibrant northern cities of Milan and Turin to central 
Rome for a comprehensive exploration of southern Italy’s glorious scenic and artistic treasures. The 
region of Puglia enjoys miles of stunning Mediterranean coastline and is known for its whitewashed 
hill-towns, centuries-old farmland and distinctive trulli huts with their characteristic conical roofs. 
Neighboring Basilicata affords views of lush forests and majestic mountains where we will stare in 
wonder at the incredible troglodyte rock city of Matera, thought to be possibly the third-oldest in 
the world after Aleppo and Jericho. The city of Lecce represents the triumph of the Baroque style 
architecture and is fondly known as ‘Florence of the South’, while the coastal town of Otranto is 
home to the 15th century Aragonese Castle and 11th century Otranto Cathedral with its incredible 
Byzantine mosaic floor. Intimate La Cutura Botanical Garden awaits with its ponds of papyrus and 
water lillies and Garden of Perfumes, and it complements the scale of this fascinating journey where 
local guides will add another dimension of expert knowledge in an inspiring journey all the way to 
the ‘heel’ of Italy. 

Italy’s
 Puglia and Basilicata

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► Eight nights‘ bed and breakfast: one night at the 

4-star Hotel AC Torino by Marriott in Turin, one 
night at the 4-star Grand Hotel Palatino in Rome, 
four nights at the 4-star Hotel Vittoria Resort Pool 
& Spa in Otranto and two nights at the 4-star Hotel 
Mercure Villa Romanazzi Carducci in Bari

 ► Seven dinners  
 ► Standard class return rail travel from London to Turin
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout 
 ► All visits and rail as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Service of a professional tour manager and local 

guides

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023
11 - 19 Jun $3,845 $3,705
3 - 11 Oct $3,775 $3,635

Single Supplement $695

Tour code: BIPB

9 DAYS FROM

$3,635

Day 1 We depart from London St Pancras to Paris 
Gare du Nord on the Eurostar train, transfer by coach 
to Paris Gare de Lyon and continue by rail to the Italian 
city of Turin with an included boxed dinner on board. 
Then we transfer to our hotel. (D) 
Day 2 After breakfast we take the train to Rome, the 
“Eternal City” and enjoy an afternoon guided tour 
passing historic sites such as the St. Peter’s Basilica, 
Castel Sant’Angelo, the Colosseum, Piazza Venezia 
and views across the Tiber River. Admire the Trevi 
Fountain, the Spanish Steps, Pantheon and Piazza 
Navona. The evening is free to explore at leisure. (B) 

Day 3 We travel by rail through stunning scenery on a 
long but rewarding journey to the city of Lecce and 
head to Otranto, also called “Gateway to the East” as 
an ancient trading city, overlooking the 
Mediterranean. We enjoy some free time before 
dinner at our hotel. (B, D) 
Day 4 Today we enjoy a full day excursion to Lecce, a 
pearl of the Puglia region and a cultural, historical 
gem. Our guided tour takes us through the fascinating 
streets from Piazza Sant’Oronzo in the old town, the 
Roman amphiteatre, to Piazza del Duomo, with its 
magical atmosphere. Our walking tour continues with 
Basilica di Santa Croce, a triumph of Baroque 
architecture and we later visit the historical palace of 
Palazzo Tamborrino Cezzi and its gardens. (B, D) 
Day 5 After breakfast we explore the city of Otranto 
with a walking tour through its labyrinth of alleyways 
and discover the Cathedral of Santa Maria Assunta 
and the Aragonese Castle. From here we can enjoy 
wonderful views over the Gulf of Otranto before we 
explore La Cutura Botanical Garden, which houses a 
rich collection of rare plants, both succulent and 
tropical. (B, D) 

Day 6 Today we visit the historic city of Galatina for a 
walking tour which will include the Church of San 
Pietro and Paolo, a stop at Pasticceria Ascalone to 
taste the famous ‘Pasticciotto’, a cake typical of the 
region, and Basilica Santa Caterina. We head to 
Gallipoli, an ancient city full of monuments, stunning 
churches and idyllic beaches. The walking tour will 
include the Basilica of Sant’Agata, the Angevin 
Castle and the Church of Santa Maria degli Angeli. 
(B, D) 
Day 7 We depart through olive groves and  
sun-drenched hills for Alberobello “Trulli town”, 
declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1996. 
Trulli are remarkable examples of the prehistoric 
drywall building technique and our local guide will 
bring the town to life and unravel its incredible history: 
entrance to Trullo Sovrano and Sant’Antonio 
Church included. After some free time to explore we 
head to Bari but not before making a stop at a typical 
local farm to sample the produce. (B, D) 
Day 8 Today we enjoy a full day excursion to Matera, 
a unique town and UNESCO World Heritage Site in 
the region of Basilicata, which is entirely carved out of 
rocks. Occupied as recently as the 1950s, we discover 
some typical grotto houses, cathedrals and churches, 
such as Santa Maria de Idris, with astonishing views 
over the Basilicata canyon on our guided tour. (B, D) 
Day 9 After breakfast we transfer to Bari Airport for 
our independent onward journeys. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Galatina

Turin

Paris

Rome
Alberobello

Bari

LecceMatera
Galatina

Otranto

3-DAY MILAN EXTENSION
FROM $1,295
A two-night extension in Milan, including rail travel from 
Bari to Milan, half-day sightseeing tour in Milan, one 
dinner and rail travel from Milan to London. $1,295pp, 
single supplement $330
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NEWSAVE PER PERSON

$350

India’s famous Golden Triangle of Delhi, Agra and Jaipur has long been a favorite with those who 
wish to sample India’s highlights, however, this luxurious four-day Maharajas’ Express experience 
offers overnight travel negating the need for long road transfers and bringing you into the heart 
of the cities. This incredible rail journey includes gems such as the battle-scarred Amber Fort, the 
breathtakingly majestic Taj Mahal, dinner at the impressive Rambagh Palace and an exciting game 
drive in Ranthambore National Park – home to the Royal Bengal Tiger. In addition is a 5-star stay 
in Delhi with a city tour of New Delhi, the National Rail Museum, National Transport Museum 
and Rewari Loco Shed. Why not start your discoveries early by taking a 5-star pre-tour excursion 
to historical Shimla in the foothills of the Himalayas or take a post-tour exploration to ride the 
Darjeeling Himalayan Railway, and savour the energy and colors of Kolkata to complement the 
highlights of India at a pace that suits you.

India’s Golden Triangle 
 Aboard the Maharajas’ Express

7 DAYS FROM

$7,625

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► 6 nights‘ bed and breakfast: three nights at the 5-star 

Taj Palace (Superior rooms) in Delhi, three nights 
onboard the Maharaja Express (Deluxe cabin)

 ► Three lunches, six dinners
 ► While onboard the Maharaja Express soft drinks, 

house branded wine, beer and spirits, tea/coffee, 
mineral water and butler service

 ► Porterage at all hotels and railway stations
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits and rail as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Service of a professional tour manager and local 

guides

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023 
18 - 24 Nov  $7,975 $7,625
2024
10 - 16 Feb  $7,975 $7,625

Single Supplement $5,075
Junior Suite (Maharajas Express) Supplement  from $360
Please note that tourist visas are not included

Tour code: BIGT

SHIMLA PRE-TOUR EXTENSION - 
5 DAYS FROM $1,395
Start your Indian adventure with a discovery of historical 
Shimla, the former British summer capital of India, 
aboard the Toy Train and set in the foothills of the 
Himalayas with our locally guided five-day pre-tour 
extension. Our local guides will showcase this stunning 
region and from your stay at the 5-star Oberoi Cecil you 
can take in the incredible views that unfold before you.

FOR MORE DETAILS VISIT OUR WEBSITE

DARJEELING & KOLKATA POST-TOUR 
EXTENSION - 6 DAYS FROM $1,815
Continue your journey of discovery as the awesome 
Himalayas lay before you. Ride the Darjeeling 
Himalayan Railway, explore the Botanical Garden and 
a tea plantation, and uncover Kolkata’s rich history in a 
kaleidoscope of color, sights and sounds from your base 
at the 5-star Taj Bangal. 

FOR MORE DETAILS VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Agra

Jaipur

Ranthambore NP

Delhi

Bangla Sahib Sikh temple

Rewari Loco Shed

has a rich population of wildlife including leopards, 
sloth bears, deer, marsh crocodiles and 320 species of 
birds. Return to the train and proceed to Jaipur. (B, L, D)  
Day 4 Today we head for the Amber Fort in Jaipur 
for a guided visit of this incredible palace complex of 
pale yellow and pink sandstone. Later today perhaps 
take an optional excursion relaxing at a hotel spa, visit 
the City Palace and Observatory or a take a local 
guided city tour. Relax this afternoon before we enjoy 
a dinner with entertainment at Rambagh Palace.  
(B, L, D)  
Day 5 After breakfast we bid a fond farewell to the 
Maharajas’ Express as we arrive return to Safdarjung 
Station, Delhi. Afternoon visit to the National Rail 
Museum and enjoy tea with an expert on heritage 
railways. (B, D) 
Day 6 Today we take a full day trip to Rewari Loco 
Shed that houses some of India’s last surviving steam 
locomotives. A highlight of the loco shed is the Fairy 
Queen, built in 1855 and one of the world’s oldest 
operational steam locomotive and the Heritage 
Transport Museum in Gurugram. (B, D) 
Day 7 We transfer to Delhi airport for our independent 
onward journeys. Alternatively take our 6-day post 
tour extension to explore and Darjeeling and Kolkata. 
(B) 
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner 

Day 1 Meet the group at our hotel and take an 
afternoon orientation tour of New Delhi stopping at 
India Gate, view the impressive statue of Netaji 
Subhash Chandra Bose, the fascinating Bangla 
Sahib Sikh temple which feeds thousands of people 
every day through its huge community kitchen, and 
drive past the Presidential Building. Alternatively, take 
our 5-day locally escorted pre-tour extension to 
Shimla. (D)    
Day 2 Morning transfer to Delhi Safdurjung Railway 
Station for our welcome and check-in before boarding 
the Maharajas’ Express for your 3-night journey. 
Enjoy brunch and a briefing of the adventure ahead as 
we depart for Agra. Arrive Agra for a guided visit of 
the incredible and awe-inspiring Taj Mahal, the 
ivory-white marble mausoleum on the banks of the 
river Yamuna. This afternoon perhaps take an optional 
excursion relaxing at a hotel spa or enjoy Mohabbat 
the Taj Show, bookable onboard. (B, L, D)  
Day 3 A long but rewarding day as we take an early 
morning guided visit to the incredible red-sandstone 
Agra Fort, the former residence of mughals and seat 
of government. Return to the train and breakfast 
onboard. Our rail journey continues to Sawai 
Madhopur where, after lunch, we travel by coach to 
Ranthambore National Park for a Game Drive. Not 
only home to Royal Bengal Tigers, this famous park 
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NEWSAVE PER PERSON

$420

Reminiscent of a bygone era, the luxurious Maharajas’ Express is heralded as one of India’s most 
opulent luxury train journeys and offers the traveler an experience like no other. This six-night 
incredible rail journey includes highlights such as the truly inspirational Taj Mahal, a thrilling game 
drive in Ranthambore National Park – home to the Royal Bengal Tiger, the battle-scarred Amber 
Fort and Mehrangarh Fort, dinner at the impressive Rambagh Palace and a boat ride on Lake Pichola 
to the iconic City Palace. Added to this is a stay at 5-star hotels in Delhi and Mumbai with city tours 
included as well as the colorful Sunder Nursery and opportunities to visit the National Rail Museum 
and Rewari Loco Shed, the only surviving loco shed in India. This is the perfect opportunity to also 
extend your glorious discoveries by taking a 5-star pre-tour excursion to historical Shimla in the 
foothills of the Himalayas or take a post-tour relaxing stay to the paradise beaches of Goa to reflect 
on an incredible Indian adventure.

Maharajas’ Express 
 with Ranthambore National Park

11 DAYS FROM

$11,825

WHAT'S INCLUDED
 ► 10 nights‘ bed and breakfast: two nights at the 

5-star Taj Palace (Superior rooms) in Delhi, six nights 
onboard the Maharaja Express (Deluxe cabin), two 
nights at the 5-star Taj Mahal Tower Wing (Superior 
rooms) in Mumbai

 ► Six lunches, ten dinners
 ► While onboard the Maharaja Express soft drinks, 

house branded wine, beer and spirits, tea/coffee, 
mineral water and butler service

 ► Porterage at all hotels and railway stations
 ► Comfortable coach travel throughout
 ► All visits and rail as outlined in the itinerary
 ► Service of a professional tour manager and local 

guides

DEPARTURES & PRICES PER PERSON
2023  
3 - 13 Nov  $12,245 $11,825
2024
23 Feb - 4 Mar  $12,245 $11,825

Single Supplement $7,975
Junior Suite Maharajas Express Supplement  from $2,345
Optional Excursions: 
Mumbai Railway Station & Art Deco $135
Please note that tourist visas are not included

Tour code: BMER

Agra
Jaipur

Ranthambore NP

Delhi

Udaipur

Mumbai

Jodhpur

Bikaner

Day 1 We transfer to our hotel and take an afternoon 
orientation tour of New Delhi stopping at India Gate, 
view the statue of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose, the 
Bangla Sahib Sikh temple and drive past the 
Presidential Building. Alternatively, take our 5-day 
locally escorted pre-tour extension to Shimla. (D)    
Day 2 An early morning visit to the 16th century 
heritage park complex of Sunder Nursery whose 
gardens contain over 300 types of trees and plant 
species. Afternoon visit to the National Rail Museum 
and tea with an expert on heritage railways. 
Alternatively, enjoy a full day trip to Rewari Loco Shed 
that houses some of India’s last surviving steam 
locomotives. (B, D) 
Day 3 Morning transfer to Delhi Safdurjung Railway 
Station for our welcome and check-in before boarding 
the Maharajas’ Express for your six-night journey. 
Enjoy brunch and a briefing of the adventure ahead as 
we depart for Agra for a guided visit of the Taj Mahal. 
This afternoon perhaps take an optional excursion at a 
hotel spa or enjoy Mohabbat the Taj Show, bookable 
onboard. (B, D)  
Day 4 A long but rewarding day as we take an early 
morning guided visit to the incredible red-sandstone 
Agra Fort, the former residence of mughals and seat 
of government. Return to the train and breakfast 
onboard. Our rail journey continues to Sawai 

Madhopur where we travel by coach to Ranthambore 
National Park for a Game Drive. Not only home to 
Royal Bengal Tigers, this famous park has a rich 
population of wildlife including sloth bears and marsh 
crocodiles. Later we depart for Jaipur. (B, L, D)  
Day 5 Today we head for the Amber Fort in Jaipur for 
a guided visit of this incredible palace complex of pale 
yellow and pink sandstone. Perhaps take an optional 
excursion relaxing at a hotel spa, visit the City Palace 
and Observatory or a take a local guided city tour. 
Relax this afternoon before we enjoy a luxurious 
dinner with entertainment at Rambagh Palace. 
Overnight travel to Bikaner. (B, L, D)  
Day 6 Enjoy views of the passing countryside before 
we arrive into Bikaner. Relax onboard or choose an 
optional local city tour. Proceed for a visit of the 
impressive Junagarh Fort, a complex of palaces, 
temples and pavilions, before arriving at the Sand 
Dunes for cocktails, barbeque and folk dances. Later 
we depart for Jodhpur. (B, L, D)  
Day 7 Arrive in Jodhpur for free time to relax or take 
an optional excursion to Bishnoi Village, Umaid 
Bhawan Palace and Jaswant Thada or a local city tour. 
Later, we take a guided visit to the hilltop Mehrangarh 
Fort, known for its intricate carvings, expansive 
courtyards and stunning views followed by a walking 
tour of the Jodhpur’s Old Clock Tower Market and 
enjoy a ride in a Tuk Tuk. This evening we have a 
cocktail dinner at an exclusive venue such as Hanwant 
Mahal or Khaas Bagh. We leave for Udaipur. (B, L, D)  
Day 8 Upon arrival in Udaipur, we visit City Palace 
with its fusion of architecture and the outstanding 
treasures of the Crystal Gallery before taking a boat 
ride on Lake Pichola. Lunch today is at the equisite 
Satkar Hall of Fateh Prakash Palace. We leave for 
Mumbai and enjoy a fun Indian Evening onboard with 
entertainment and dancing and a fitting finale to our 
luxurious rail adventure. (B, L, D) 
Day 9 A scenic journey as we arrive in Mumbai. We 
bid a fond farewell to the Maharajas’ Express and 
transfer to our hotel for free time to relax. (B, L, D) 
Day 10 This morning enjoy an excursion to Elephanta 
and discover the cave temples, famous for their 
magnificently sculpted panels. This afternoon perhaps 
take an optional excursion to the UNESCO World 
Heritage Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus, for a 
tour of this Victorian Italianate Gothic Revival style 
building and view Mumbai’s Art Deco buildings. (B, D) 

Day 11 We transfer to Mumbai airport for our 
independent onward journeys. 
 Alternatively, take our 5-day post tour extension to 
Goa. (B) 
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

GOA POST-TOUR EXTENSION - 
5 DAYS FROM $2,095
Take time to reflect on your Indian adventure with 
a relaxing post-tour stay in spiritually vibrant Goa, a 
change of pace to our earlier travels in India, and stay 
at the 5-star Taj Exotica Resort & Spa with its luxurious 
setting amidst manicured grounds and where you can 
do as little or as much as you prefer. Enjoy the pristine 
beaches, stunning coastline and colonial architecture.

FOR MORE DETAILS VISIT OUR WEBSITE

SHIMLA PRE-TOUR EXTENSION - 
5 DAYS FROM $1,395
Start your Indian adventure with a discovery of historical 
Shimla, the former British summer capital of India, 
aboard the Toy Train and set in the foothills of the 
Himalayas with our locally guided five-day pre-tour 
extension. Our local guides will showcase this stunning 
region and from your stay at the 5-star Oberoi Cecil you 
can take in the incredible views that unfold before you.

FOR MORE DETAILS VISIT OUR WEBSITE
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Booking terms & conditions
Your package holiday booking is with 
Brightwater Holidays, Eden Park House, Cupar, Fife, Scotland KY15 4HS. 
Telephone: 01334 766 129

These Booking Conditions set out the terms on which you contract with us and this contract is made on the terms 
of these booking conditions, which are governed by Scottish Law, and the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts. If 
you reside in England or Northern Ireland you may choose the applicable law and jurisdiction if you wish to do so.

In these booking conditions, “you” and “your” includes all persons named on the booking (including anyone who is 
added or substituted at a later date). “We”, “us” and “our” means Brightwater Holidays. Brightwater Holidays is a 
subsidiary of Specialist Tours Limited (company number 08395250). Except where otherwise stated, these booking 
conditions only apply to holiday arrangements which you book with us and which we agree to make, provide, or 
perform (as applicable) as part of our contract with you. All references in these booking conditions to “holiday”, 
“booking”, “contract” or “arrangements” mean such holiday arrangements unless otherwise stated.

KEY POINTS
You enter into a booking with us when we issue our booking 
confirmation/invoice. If you then cancel, there will be cancellation 
charges. Initially as a minimum this may only be a deposit but can 
go up to 100%. In certain circumstances you may be able to make 
changes to your booking however charges will apply. We can 
change and cancel your booking. We’ll pay you compensation 
in certain circumstances. It is a condition of booking that all 
travellers are covered by comprehensive travel insurance. We are 
responsible to you for providing your holiday but there are legal 
limits.
BRIGHTWATER HOLIDAYS holds ATOL number 4498 issued 
by the Civil Aviation Authority. For all other packages, The 
Association of Bonded Travel Organisers Trust Limited (ABTOT) 
provides financial protection under The Package Travel and 
Linked Travel Arrangements Regulations 2018.

1. BOOKING
All information provided in the brochure/website is, to the best of 
our knowledge or belief, correct at the time of publication. We will 
advise you of any changes that are fundamental to the contract, 
or which we believe will affect your enjoyment of the holiday. 
Please advise us if there is any requirement, which you believe is 
fundamental to your holiday so that we can give you the latest 
information at time of booking.
When you ask us to proceed with a booking you will be required 
to make a (minimum) deposit payment which will vary dependent 
on the specific holiday you are booking. This will be advised at the 
time of booking and confirmed in your booking confirmation. It 
may also be necessary to collect payment at the time of booking 
for other (non-refundable) costs e.g. flight tickets, transfers etc. 
In the case of bookings made after the balance due date, we will 
require full payment for the holiday.
You must be at least 18 years old to make a booking and 
you guarantee that you have the authority to accept, and do 
accept, these terms and conditions for all members of the party 
(including anyone who is added or substituted at a later date), 
and in particular payment for all the persons on the booking. We 
reserve the right in our absolute discretion to refuse to accept any 

booking without necessarily specifying a reason.
A contract is made when we accept your booking and issue our 
written booking confirmation/invoice. If we cannot accept or 
confirm the booking, any money paid will be promptly refunded. 
On receipt of the booking confirmation/invoice it is important 
to check the details and if there is any inaccuracy this must 
be notified to us immediately. It may not be possible to make 
changes or corrections later, or additional costs may be incurred 
which we will have to pass on to you.
Many of our holidays are based on specially negotiated airfares 
booked in a specific airline booking class. At the time of booking 
if these fares are not available, we will endeavour to secure an 
alternative air fare and advise you of any additional cost. Please 
note that most special air fares are non-refundable and non-
changeable.

2. PAYMENT
We hold your deposit (and any additional payment required at the 
time of booking) towards the full cost of the holiday. The balance 
must be received by us no later than the final payment due date 
shown on your booking confirmation/invoice, as appropriate 
to your holiday. If you do not pay the full cost within the time 
specified, we may treat your holiday as cancelled by you in which 
case the cancellation charges shown in point 4 - Cancellation by 
You, will apply.
Deposit Payments (per person):
UK guests - £125 for holidays without flights, £250 for UK/Europe 
holidays with flights, 10% for long-haul holidays
Deposit for Lord of the Glens cruises and Emerald Isle Explorer is 
35% of the total price.
Deposit for Maharajas’ Express and Royal Scotsman  
is 25% of the total price.
US guests - $175 for holidays without flights, $350 for UK/Europe 
holidays with flights, 10% for long haul holidays
Deposit for Lord of the Glens cruises and Emerald Isle Explorer is 
35% of the total price.
Deposit for Maharajas’ Express and Royal Scotsman  
is 25% of the total price.

You must pay the balance in full as follows (unless otherwise 
stipulated) :
Final Balance payment: 12 weeks prior to tour departure date 
(20 weeks for cruises, Emerald Isle Explorer, Royal Scotsman and 
Maharajas’ Express).
If we are booking bespoke flight arrangements for you or deviating 
from the group flights, we will charge you any difference in cost and 
payment will  be taken in full when the flights are booked. 
Ways to Pay - we accept payment by Visa, MasterCard, cheque, 
or bank transfer for which no levy is charged by us. Your bank or 
credit card provider may charge an additional financial processing 
charge and we cannot be responsible for any such charges.  
Please Note:  if you are paying from an overseas bank account, 
you must accept all bank charges incurred by us.  
A surcharge of 2.5% will be applied for card payments made with 
cards registered outside the EEA and USA.

3. YOUR HOLIDAY PRICE
 a)  Prior to booking you will receive a verbal quote based 

on your specific holiday requirements and travel dates.
 b)  We reserve the right to notify you of any alteration 

in the advertised or quoted price and any changes in 
holiday arrangements before accepting your booking.

Note: We make every effort to ensure that the most up to date 
and correct prices are shown on our website, but we reserve the 
right to correct pricing errors at any time.  We operate a pricing 
policy which means that the earlier you book the cheaper the 
holiday will be. Our very best prices are reserved for those who 
book early. We also commit that we will not offer the same 
holiday at a lower price to anyone that has booked after you (or 
we will refund you the difference between your price and the 
price they pay).  If you do not wish to accept the corrected and 
actual price of the holiday, we will cancel the booking and provide 
a full refund of any monies you have already paid.  Alternatively, 
you may amend your booking or select an alternative holiday at 
the applicable and correct price.
 c)  Subject to these conditions, once we have confirmed 

your booking, the price is fully guaranteed and will not 
be subject to any additional ‘surcharges’, which means 
any increase due to changes in the price of the carriage 
of passengers resulting from changes to the cost of 
fuel or other power sources, the level of taxes or fees 
imposed by third parties, including tourist taxes, landing 
taxes or embarkation or disembarkation fees at port and 
airports or exchange rates.

 d)  Prices in our brochures and/or on our website are 
calculated on rates of exchange linked to those 
available to us; either based on rates previously secured 
or our view of currency exchange rates applicable at 
the time payments are due.

Single, Double, Twin Bedded Rooms
Single supplements are payable for sole occupancy of a room. A 
single room does not guarantee the provision of a double or twin 
room, and in some instances may be smaller. A ‘double’ bed is 
often two single beds pushed together, sometimes with double 
bed base linen (although it is not unusual for single duvets to be 
provided in some hotels for doubles).

4. CANCELLATION & VARIATION BY YOU 
Cancellation by You
If you or any member of your party wish to cancel your holiday, 
or if you fail to pay the full cost of the holiday within the specified 
time you will be liable, as a minimum, to pay the charges detailed 
below up to the point of cancellation, in addition to any non-
refundable items*. Or in the case of failure to pay, at the date 
that we deem your booking to have been cancelled. Notification 
from the person who made the booking must be received at our 
offices.  This can be by phone, or in writing, either by email or 
letter. The cancellation charge will be calculated according to the 
date this is received, or the date upon which your cancellation is 
treated as occurring because of non-payment.
*Non-refundable holiday costs charged including upgraded air 
tickets, hotel upgrades, extensions, extra nights, transfers etc., will 
be charged at 100% and the charges shown below will then apply 
to the remainder of the holiday cost and any amendment charges 
are not refundable. Additional accommodation costs for reduced 
occupancy or other components, may be payable in the event that 
one or more passengers cancels but where remaining passengers 
still wish to travel.
Group Bookings - cancellation charges will apply to any guests 
in the group who may wish to cancel in the unlikely event of 
cancellation by the lead passenger.
Note: If your cancellation falls within the provisions of your travel 
insurance policy you may be able to make a claim which must be 
made direct to your insurance company.
Cancellation Charges - if you cancel your holiday 
Up to 84 days: deposit and any invoiced flight or hotel costs | 83-
64 days: 35% and any invoiced flight or hotel costs | 63-46 days: 
55% and any invoiced flight or hotel costs | 45-31 days: 75% and 
any invoiced flight or hotel costs | From 30 days to departure: 
100% and any invoiced flight or hotel costs.
Lord of the Glens:  
Up to 6 months: deposit and any invoiced flight or hotel costs | 6 
months-0 days: 100% and any invoiced flight or hotel costs.
Emerald Isle Explorer:  
Up to 5 months: deposit and any invoiced flight or hotel costs 
| 5-3 months: 65% and any invoiced flight or hotel costs | 3 
months – 0 days:  100% and any invoiced flight or hotel costs. 
Maharajas’ Express:  
Up to 140 days: deposit and any invoiced flight or hotel costs | 
139-84 days: 45% and any invoiced flight or hotel costs | 83-46 
days: 65% and any invoiced flight or hotel costs | From 45 days 
to departure: 100% and any invoiced flight or hotel costs.
We will observe travel advice provided by the UK Foreign & 
Commonwealth Office. Should circumstances dictate, you can 
cancel your booking without paying cancellation charges if the 
performance of your holiday, or the carriage of passengers to 
your destination, is significantly affected by unavoidable and 
extraordinary circumstances. In such circumstances, we will 
arrange for your booking to be cancelled and for you to receive 
a full refund.
Variation by You
Booking alterations: If, after our booking confirmation/invoice 
has been issued, you wish to change your travel arrangements 
in any way, for example your chosen departure date or 
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accommodation, we will do our utmost to make these changes 
(subject to agreement by our suppliers) but it may not always be 
possible. Any request for changes to be made must be received at 
our offices. This can be by phone, or in writing, either by email or 
letter from the person who made the booking. You will be asked 
to pay an administration charge starting from £50 per person 
in addition to any associated costs of the changes imposed by 
our suppliers and any extra arrangements, these costs are non-
refundable. Quotes normally have a 24-hour time frame before 
they expire, and the price is therefore subject to change. You 
should be aware that these costs could increase as the departure 
dates becomes closer and you should contact us as soon as 
possible. Additional fees may be charged, depending on the cost 
and work caused to us by the requested change.
Booking transfer to another person: You can transfer your 
existing booking to another person suggested by you (subject to 
agreement by our suppliers)*. Notice be made must be received 
at our offices, this can be by phone, or in writing, either by email 
or letter from the person who made the booking at least 25 days 
before departure. The replacement traveller must satisfy and 
fulfil any conditions that apply to the holiday, and all costs of the 
original booking. Both you and the new traveller are responsible 
for paying all costs we incur before the transfer can be made by 
us. The cost of the transfer will consist of both an administration 
charge of £50 and any costs which our suppliers impose*.
Note: Certain travel arrangements may not be transferable after 
a reservation has been made, for example, some airlines may 
require payment of 100% cancellation charges and the cost of a 
new ticket for ANY variation that is made, and changes to other 
arrangements may incur a cancellation charge of up to 100%.
* If you are unable to travel, you may wish to check whether cover 
is provided for your cancellation within the terms of your travel 
insurance policy as this may incur less cost to you.
Booking transfer to an alternative holiday: It may be possible 
at our discretion for you to transfer to another holiday; however 
this is subject to availability and time frame of departure. You 
must transfer within 7 days of notifying Brightwater Holidays and 
the new departure must be within 1 year of notification. Any price 
difference between what you paid for your original tour and the 
price of the new tour will be payable. An administration fee of £50 
per person would apply to holiday transfers where the new price is 
lower than the original price.
While on holiday: If you decide to cut short your holiday for your 
own reasons, or not stay at accommodation that has been booked 
for you, take any pre-booked meals, excursions, or other holiday 
components, then we are unable to offer you any refund or cover 
any costs. Depending on the circumstances, your travel insurance 
may offer cover for such curtailment, so we suggest that you 
check the conditions and requirements of your policy.

5. CANCELLATION & VARIATION BY US
We start planning the holidays we offer many months in advance. 
Occasionally, we have to make changes to and correct errors and 
other details both before and after bookings have been confirmed 
or cancel confirmed bookings, events or activities. Holidays to 
remote and in some cases, underdeveloped parts of the world 
carry the risk that parts of the holiday may be subject to alterations 
beyond our control, sometimes at short notice. While we always 

endeavour to avoid changes and cancellations, we must reserve 
the right to do so.
Cancellation by Us:
We reserve the right to cancel your booking. Whilst we will 
endeavour not to cancel your confirmed booking after the final 
‘balance due’ payment date, we may need to do so if, through 
late cancellations or other factors, the tour falls below its minimum 
number of participants (see below); additionally, as a result of 
unavoidable and extraordinary circumstances (see point 6) or 
failure by you to pay the final balance of your holiday.
Minimum Numbers - some of our holidays require a minimum 
number of participants to enable us to operate them. If the 
minimum number of bookings required for a particular holiday 
or flight have not been received, we are entitled to cancel it 
even after the final ‘balance due’ payment date. Please note 
that in such cases we are not able to accept responsibility for 
any costs you may have incurred, including costs of other travel 
arrangements made in association with the cancelled holiday, 
unless booked through Brightwater Holidays.
We are happy to give you an indication at any time of the current 
number of passengers booked on a trip, but this should not be 
taken as any guarantee whether the holiday will or will not go 
ahead as booking numbers can fluctuate. There may be certain 
circumstances when a holiday may operate with less than the 
minimum number than the advertised group size.
If your holiday is cancelled, you can either have a refund of all 
monies paid or accept an alternative holiday of comparable 
standard from us if we offer one (we will refund any price 
difference if the alternative is of a lower value).
In the event a refund is paid to you, we will compensate you for 
reasonable, non-refundable costs (eg flight tickets) which you 
have incurred, to be mutually agreed on a case-by-case basis.

Cancellation as a result of global travel disruption
If it becomes necessary to cancel your tour as a result of global 
travel disruption, we reserve the right to refund the cost of your 
tour in the form of credit for a limited amount of time, to be used 
against any other tour in the Specialist Journeys portfolio. If you 
do not use this credit within that time, a refund would be payable. 
This change to the standard booking conditions would only apply 
if approved by the UK Government and enshrined in the Package 
Travel and Linked Travel Arrangements Regulations (PTRs) as an 
emergency measure to support tour operators in extraordinary 
circumstances such as the 2020 Covid-19 outbreak. The exact 
credit terms and timeframe would be defined by the PTRs. 
Furthermore, at times of global travel disruption, when we may 
have thousands of guests to reimburse, refunds may take as long 
as 12-14 weeks to process.

Variation by Us:
It is a term of your booking that we are able to make changes to 
any aspect of your booking. If the change is insignificant, we will 
ensure that you are notified about it. Examples of insignificant 
changes include a change of airline or aircraft type, alteration 
of your outward/return flights by less than 12 hours, change of 
airports and/or local connecting transport, tour staff and changes 
to supplementary arrangements such as site visit, or change of 
accommodation to another of the same or higher standard.
Occasionally, we may have to make a significant change. If we are 

constrained by circumstances beyond our control to significantly 
alter any of the main characterises of the travel services that make 
up your package, you will have rights set out below.
• We will contact you and you will have the choice of accepting 
the change or having a refund of all monies paid. You can also 
accept an alternative holiday, where we offer one (we will refund 
any price difference if the alternative is of lower value) or purchase 
an alternative holiday subject to availability and applicable cost. 
We will tell you the procedure for making your choice. Please 
read any notification of changes carefully and respond promptly 
as if you do not respond to us within the timescale given, your 
booking may be cancelled.
• If you choose to accept a refund, we will compensate you for 
reasonable, non-refundable costs (eg flight tickets) which you 
have incurred, to be mutually agreed on a case-by-case basis.
Very rarely, we may be forced by ‘circumstances beyond our 
control’ (see point 6) to change or terminate your holiday after 
departure but before the scheduled end of your time away. This 
is extremely rare, if this situation does occur, we regret we will 
be unable to make any refunds (unless we obtain these from 
our suppliers), pay you any compensation or meet any costs or 
expenses you incur as a result.
We do not control the day-to-day management of your 
accommodation, and in exceptional cases it is possible that we 
may be advised that the reserved accommodation has been 
overbooked. If this happens before your departure or on arrival 
in a location, we will endeavour to provide accommodation of at 
least the same standard in the same area. If only accommodation 
of a lower standard is available, we will refund the difference of 
the holiday price between the accommodation booked and that 
available and will pay up to £50 per person for any inconvenience.
If under any circumstances a refund is applicable, this will be made 
to the lead passenger who made the original booking and to the 
payment method used for that booking.

6. CIRCUMSTANCES BEYOND OUR CONTROL
Except where otherwise expressly stated in these booking 
conditions, we regret we cannot accept liability or pay any 
compensation, reimburse expenses, or cover losses where the 
performance of our obligations under our contract with you is 
prevented or affected by, or you otherwise suffer any damage, 
loss or expense of any nature as a result of ‘circumstances beyond 
our control’. In these booking conditions, ‘circumstances beyond 
our control’ means any event which we or the supplier of the 
service(s) in question could not, even with all due care, foresee or 
avoid. Such events may include actual or threatened war, riot, civil 
strife, terrorist activity and its consequences (including suspected 
terrorist activity and all action taken during any “terror alert”), 
industrial dispute, natural or nuclear disaster, adverse weather 
conditions, epidemics and pandemics, unavoidable technical 
problems with transport, airport or airspace closures, as well as 
other air traffic management decisions (that may result in long or 
overnight delays or cancellations), fire, concert/event changes or 
cancellation and all similar events outside our control. This list is 
not exhaustive. 
Group based holidays and activities - worldwide weather 
patterns are becoming ever more erratic and unpredictable. If 
it is not possible to operate certain excursions for this reason, 

we will endeavour to offer alternatives if this is possible. Such 
circumstances are totally beyond our control and you therefore 
should proceed with your booking on this basis.
Public Holidays, Sporting & Local Events - in addition to public 
holidays, many countries host other national or international 
events or there may be local festivals, which may impact on local/
tourist services or travel arrangements, including the reduction 
or closure of facilities, route diversions etc. during your visit. We 
have no control over these events, and as dates and details of 
arrangements are often changeable year on year, it is not possible 
for us to guarantee to forewarn you of specific details that may be 
relevant to your holiday or accept any responsibility for disruption 
that may be caused. During public holidays, shops, restaurants, 
and tourist attractions may also be closed.
Third-Party Information & Websites - your booking is based 
on the information supplied to you by Brightwater Holidays. We 
understand you may conduct additional research into your holiday 
through other third parties and associated websites, but as we 
have no control over such information this does not form any basis 
of our contract with you.
Wi-Fi - where the provision of Wi-Fi may be indicated in a 
property description, no guarantee is given or implied that it will 
be operative during your holiday and its availability is outside our 
control. Some properties may charge for this service and the areas 
where it is available may be limited and not necessarily available in 
guest rooms. In all cases, no compensation or refund will be paid 
in the event that it is not available for whatever reason.
Dietary Requests & Allergies - even nowadays, in some 
destinations, basic well-known dietary requirements (such as 
vegetarian, gluten free etc.) are often misunderstood and seldom 
catered for adequately, despite the best intentions and assurances 
from hoteliers and restaurateurs. While we are happy to pass on 
any such requests, we cannot guarantee choice or availability 
- especially with any airline meal options. We cannot accept 
detailed lists of specific dietary or food preparation requests and 
are unable to accept any other requests (eg. personal preferences) 
that are not for medical or religious reasons. Note: Whilst on tour 
it is your responsibility to double check and reconfirm any allergy 
or dietary requirements directly with the various holiday suppliers.
Other Hotel Guests - it is not unusual for hotels or other 
accommodation to receive group bookings (sometimes with 
large numbers) from guests participating in conventions and 
conferences or other gatherings. At certain times of the year, 
there may be an influx of groups such as students on organised 
educational visits (popular during school holidays), associations 
or clubs. This may result in hotel facilities being much busier than 
usual or additional demands on hotel staff and services, but we are 
unable to accept any responsibility for any inconvenience caused 
by such groups or their activities.
Guides - we reserve the right to substitute any named guide, 
guest lecturer or other escort with an alternative qualified person 
and this will not be deemed as any significant change to your 
arrangements.
Flights - if you have booked a flight upgrade and there is a 
change of airline prior to departure as a result of circumstances 
beyond our control, it may not be possible to offer an equivalent 
upgrade, or an addition cost may apply.
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7. FOREIGN & COMMONWEALTH TRAVEL ADVICE, 
HEALTH, VISAS & DOCUMENTS
a)  Your specific passport and visa requirements, and other 

immigration requirements including, inoculations and health 
certificates are your responsibility, and you should confirm 
these for all countries to, or through which you are intending 
to travel, and cover all costs for this. Requirements should 
be checked well in advance of travel and we do not accept 
any responsibility if you cannot travel because you have not 
complied with any passport, visa or immigration requirements.

b)  Essential information for British citizens (only), including health, 
passport and visa requirements along with up-to-date Foreign 
Office travel, safety and security advice can be obtained from 
https://www.gov.uk/travelaware. We also strongly recommend 
that you sign up for the latest email updates as travel and safety 
information can change at any point without notice.

c)  If you or any member of your party is not a British citizen or 
holds a non-British passport, you must check passport and visa 
requirements with the Embassy or Consulate of the country or 
countries to, or through which, you are intending to travel and 
consult the relevant authority for the latest travel and safety 
advice for the destinations you are visiting.

d)  We recommend that you consult your doctor well in advance 
of travel for the latest advice on inoculations and health 
certificates. You can also obtain the latest health information 
ahead of travel by visiting the National Travel Health Network 
and Centre (NaTHNac) website https://www.travelhealthpro.
org.uk.

8. SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES
Our holidays are not designed for party members to undertake 
special projects or research whether in connection with study, 
employment or otherwise. We cannot accept any liability for any 
losses or damages arising out of such use or planned use nor for 
any loss or damage which has special financial consequences. 
Please note if you do intend to use one of our holidays for such 
purposes you should obtain adequate insurance in respect of it 
and any special equipment you decide to bring with you on such 
holidays.

9. HOLIDAY PARTICIPATION
It is a condition of participation on our holidays that you agree 
to accept the authority and decisions of our employees, tour 
leaders and agents while on holiday with us. If in the opinion of 
such a person your health or conduct at any time, before or after 
departure, appears likely to endanger the safe, comfortable, or 
happy progress of a holiday, you may be excluded from all or 
part of the holiday and/or we may terminate your holiday, and 
any additional costs incurred by you as a result of such exclusion 
will be your responsibility. In the case of ill health, we may make 
such arrangements as we see fit and recover any resulting costs 
from you .
Note: Note: While there are no age limits or health requirements 
on our holidays, please note that for certain destinations require 
a degree of mobility and fitness to get the most out of the holiday 
and need to keep up with the group. Should you have any 
concerns or your mobility changes as your holiday gets closer, 
please contact us to discuss further.

10. OUR LIABILITY TO YOU
We make every effort to ensure that the holiday arrangements 
we have agreed to provide as part of our contract with you 
are delivered with reasonable skill and care. It is the laws and 
regulations of the country in which the services are actually 
provided which apply to your holiday arrangements and not those 
of the UK or your home country and any resulting complaint or 
claim will be judged on this basis. If the particular services which 
gave rise to the claim or complaint complied with local laws and 
regulations applicable to those services at the time, the services 
will be treated as being properly provided. Please note, it is your 
responsibility to show that reasonable skill and care have not been 
used if you wish to make a claim against us. In addition, we will 
only be responsible for what our employees, agents and suppliers 
do or do not do if they were at the time acting within the course 
of their employment (for employees) or carrying out work we had 
asked them to do (for agents and suppliers). Also bear in mind 
that standards of, for example, safety, hygiene, and quality may 
vary and services and transport your holiday involves may differ to 
the stringent standards we are accustomed to in the UK or your 
home country. Including for example, the absence of seatbelts 
on coaches contracted outside the UK as this is not always a legal 
requirement elsewhere.
Certain holidays involve risks and hazards of travel to and in 
remote and/or uninhabited areas where injury, illness, death, 
delay, or unanticipated events may occur as a result of forces of 
nature, wildlife and adverse weather conditions. Medical services 
or facilities may not be readily available or accessible in some 
parts, and the medical facilities that do exist could be of inferior 
quality compared to what is available at home. In remote regions 
risks may include but are not limited to: mechanical breakdown 
of expedition vehicle(s); becoming stranded in remote and/
or uninhabited areas; being subjected to rugged terrain and a 
harsh climate; encounters with wild animals, insects and pests, 
and the possibility of illness, injury or death therefrom; the 
uncontrollable and unpredictable behaviour of wild animals in 
their natural habitat; the possibility of not seeing certain animals; 
and dangerous weather and climate conditions.
You must inform us without undue delay of any failure to perform 
or improper performance of the travel services included in this 
package. If any of the travel services included in your package 
are not performed in accordance with the contract, or improperly 
performed, by us or the travel service suppliers, and this has 
affected the enjoyment of your travel arrangements, you may 
be entitled to an appropriate price reduction or compensation 
or both. We will not be liable where any failure to perform or 
improper performance of the travel services is due to: you or 
another member of your party; or a third party unconnected 
with the provision of the travel services in the package and is 
unforeseeable or unavoidable. 
Our liability, except in cases involving death, injury, or illness, shall 
be limited to a maximum of three times the cost of your travel 
arrangements (excluding amendment charges). Our liability (if 
we are found liable to you on any basis) will also be limited in 
accordance with and/or in an identical manner to:
a)  The contractual terms of the companies that provide the travel 

services that made up your package.
These terms are incorporated into this booking contract; and

b)  Any relevant international convention, for example the 
Montreal Convention in respect of travel by air, the Athens 
Convention in respect of travel by sea, the Berne Convention 
in respect of travel by rail and the Paris Convention in respect 
of the provision of accommodation, which limit the amount of 
and conditions under which compensation can be claimed for 
death, injury, delay to passengers and loss, damage and delay 
to luggage (there are strict Conditions of Carriage obligations 
for making claims for missing or damaged baggage that 
must be followed). We are regarded as having all benefit of 
any limitation of the extent of or the conditions under which 
compensation is to be paid under these or any conventions.

You can ask for copies of the travel service contractual terms, or 
the international conventions from Brightwater Holidays. Where a 
carrier or hotelier would not be obliged to make any payment to 
you under the applicable international convention or regulation in 
respect of a claim or part of a claim, we similarly are not obliged 
to make a payment to you for that claim or part of the claim. 
Under EU law (Regulation 261/2004) you have rights in some 
circumstances to refunds and/or compensation from your airline 
in cases of denied boarding, cancellation, or delay to flights – see 
point 11 below.
If it is impossible to ensure your return as scheduled due to 
unavoidable and extraordinary circumstances, we will bear the 
cost of necessary accommodation, if possible, of equivalent 
category, for a maximum of three nights if this is not provided by 
your airline, in accordance with Regulation 261/2004. The limit 
doesn’t apply to persons with reduced mobility and any person 
accompanying them, pregnant women and unaccompanied 
minors, or persons in need of specific medical assistance, 
provided that you notified us of these needs at least 48 hours 
before the start of your holiday.
Note: this entire clause does not apply to any services which do 
not form part of your contract with us ie. ‘own arrangements’. 
This includes for example, any additional services, including 
excursions, that you organise independently, or services which 
your hotel or any other supplier agrees to provide for you where 
these are not organised by us as part of our contract with you. We 
recommend that sufficient and appropriate insurance is taken out. 
In addition, we cannot accept any liability for any damage, loss, 
expense or other sum(s) of any description (1) which on the basis of 
the information given to us by you concerning your booking prior 
to our accepting it, we could not have foreseen you would suffer 
or incur if we breached our contract with you or (2) which did 
not result from any breach of contract or other fault by ourselves 
or our employees, or where we are responsible for them, our 
suppliers or (3) arises out of use of our services for special projects 
or research whether in connection with study, employment or 
otherwise or (4) is connected with any business. We further advise 
you, and you agree that in the event of any claim against us, that 
such claim shall be governed by Scottish Law and Jurisdiction shall 
lie in any Court of Competent Jurisdiction in the United Kingdom 
and you further acknowledge these requirements and waive any 
objection(s) thereto.

11. TRAVEL DELAYS & CARRIAGE BY AIR
Should delays due to weather conditions disrupt your itinerary, 
additional costs may be incurred and these would be the 
responsibility of you, the client. You will be assisted by the airlines 

in accordance with the airlines’ policy on delay. We cannot accept 
liability for any delay which is due to any of the reasons set out in 
point 6 of these booking conditions (which includes the behaviour 
of any passenger(s) on the flight who, for example, fails to check in 
or board a flight on time).
Under EU law (Regulation 261/2004) you have rights in some 
circumstances to refunds and/or compensation from your airline 
in cases of denied boarding, cancellation, or delay to flights. Full 
details of these rights will be publicised at EU airports and will also 
be available from airlines. However, reimbursement in such cases 
will not automatically entitle you to a refund of your holiday cost 
from us. Your right to a refund and/or compensation from us is set 
out in these booking conditions. If any payments to you are due 
from us, any payment made to you by the airline will be deducted 
from this amount. You are required to make any claim under this 
regulation directly with the airline, but if your airline does not 
comply with these rules you should complain to the Civil Aviation 
Authority on 0207 453 6424 https://www.caa.co.uk.
Where long flight delays result in lost holiday time, we are unable 
to offer any refunds for unused accommodation or other services 
as reimbursement will not be made by our suppliers in these 
circumstances, and hotel rooms are held for delayed arrivals and 
not re-let. We strongly recommend you have adequate insurance 
provisions in place to fully cover such eventualities.
We are unable to guarantee that all parties will be seated 
together. With some airlines it is possible to request, or in some 
cases, reserve certain preferred seats on the aircraft (most airlines 
will make an additional charge for this). We are happy to assist 
with this, but this is an additional service over and above your 
contractual arrangement for ‘carriage by air’ with the airline. 
Airlines reserve the right to make changes to any specific seat 
numbers for operational or safety reasons either before, or on 
the day of departure and you will be notified of any such change 
upon check-in. Where applicable, any additional charge made for 
pre-booking specific seats, will be refunded.
In accordance with EU Directive (EC) No 2111/2005 Article 9, 
we are required to bring to your attention the existence of a 
“Community list” which contains details of air carriers who are 
subject to an operating ban within the EU. The Community list 
is available for inspection at https://ec.europa.eu/transport/
modes/air/safety/air- ban_en.
In accordance with EU Regulations, we are required to advise 
you of the actual carrier(s) (or, if the actual carrier(s) is not known, 
the likely carrier(s)) that will operate your flight(s) at the time of 
booking. Where we are only able to inform you of the likely 
carrier(s) at the time of booking, we shall inform you of the identity 
of the actual carrier(s) as soon as we become aware of this. Any 
change to the operating carrier(s) after your booking has been 
confirmed will be notified to you as soon as possible. If the carrier 
with whom you have a confirmed reservation becomes subject to 
an operating ban as above as a result of which we/the carrier are 
unable to offer you a suitable alternative, the provisions of point 5, 
“Cancellation and Variation by us” will apply.
We are not always in a position at the time of booking to confirm 
the flight timings, which will be used in connection with your flight. 
The flight timings shown in our brochure, on our website and/or 
detailed on your booking confirmation/invoice are for guidance 
only and are subject to alteration. Flight timings are outside our 
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control. They are set by airlines and are subject to various factors 
including air traffic control restrictions, weather conditions, 
potential technical problems and the ability of passengers to 
check in on time. Specific instructions relating to departure and 
travel arrangements will be sent with your air or other travel tickets 
approximately 2 weeks before departure. You must check your 
tickets very carefully immediately on receipt to ensure you have 
the correct and up to date flight times. It is possible that flight 
times may be changed even after tickets have been despatched 
- we will contact you as soon as possible if this occurs. Any 
change in the identity of the carrier, flight timings, and/or aircraft 
type (if advised) will not entitle you to cancel or change to other 
arrangements without paying our normal charges except where 
specified in these conditions. We advise that you keep check on 
your flight’s departure information on the day of departure in case 
of any late flight changes.
In accordance with EU legislation, we are required to draw your 
attention to restrictions concerning the import of food items which 
cannot be brought into the EU (including the UK), from outside 
the EU. For details, please see http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/food-
farm/food/personal-imports/ or contact this office. 

12. INSURANCE
It is a condition of booking with us that you and all members of 
your party obtain travel insurance for all overseas Brightwater 
holidays and is highly recommended for UK Brightwater Holidays. 
It should include cover for COVID-19 cancellation, curtailment, 
repatriation, and quarantine. We also strongly recommend that 
you do not travel against medical advice. The cost of repatriation, 
medical and other treatment overseas can be high and we are 
unable to assist in meeting those costs. You should organise it 
immediately when you book to ensure you have cover against 
possible cancellation charges, medical treatment, and repatriation. 
Should you have your travel insurance in place we will need to 
know the details of your policy 6 weeks before departure at the 
latest. It is a requirement of booking that you provide us with an 
emergency contact number while you are on holiday stating your 
relationship (e.g. family member, neighbour, workplace). This is 
purely for your benefit in the unlikely event of you becoming ill 
or incapacitated on tour. Please note that we no longer sell travel 
insurance but do work closely with Global Travel Insurance who 
will be happy to provide you with a quotation (01903 235042). 
Please see our website for more details: brightwaterholidays.com/
travel-insurance/

13. SPECIAL REQUESTS & MEDICAL CONDITIONS / 
DISABILITIES
If you or any member of your party have any special requests, 
you must advise us at the time of booking. Although we will 
endeavour to pass any reasonable requests on to the relevant 
supplier, we regret we cannot guarantee any request will be 
met. Failure to meet any special request will not be a breach of 
contract on our part. Confirmation that a special request has been 
noted or passed on to the supplier or the inclusion of the special 
request on your booking confirmation/invoice or any other 
documentation is not confirmation that the request will be met. 
Unless and until specifically confirmed, all special requests are 
subject to availability. For your own protection, you should obtain 
confirmation in writing that a special request will be provided 
(where it is possible to give this) where it is important to you.

We regret we cannot accept any conditional bookings, i.e. any 
booking which is specified to be conditional on the fulfilment of a 
particular request. All such bookings will be treated as “standard” 
bookings subject to the above provisions on special requests.
If you or any member of your party has any medical condition 
or disability which may affect your holiday or has any special 
requirements as a result of any medical condition or disability 
(including any which affect the booking process), you must tell 
us before you confirm your booking so that we can assist you in 
considering the suitability of the arrangements and/or making the 
booking. In any event, you must give us full details in writing at 
the time of booking and whenever any change in the condition or 
disability occurs. You must also promptly advise us if any medical 
condition or disability which may affect your holiday develops or 
worsens after your booking has been confirmed.
Brightwater Holidays cannot provide individual assistance with 
boarding coaches or other forms of transport, baggage handling, 
walking or other personal requirements, etc. and guests should be 
confident that they can do these tasks unaided. We are happy to 
give advice and assistance with the choice of your holiday which 
will be dependent upon the nature of any disability. Our brochures 
also give a simple guide per tour regarding how active the tour is. 
In order to ensure your enjoyment of the holiday, we ask all clients 
to provide full details of any disability or special requirements at 
the time of booking. Some suppliers such as airlines and cruise 
lines may request certification from your GP to confirm that you 
are fit to travel. We regret that we cannot be held liable for any 
costs you may incur as a result. You are urged to contact our Sales 
department for further information if you have any difficulty in 
walking or mobility problems and they will be pleased to advise 
you on the suitability of any particular holiday.

14. CLIENT BEHAVIOUR
When you book a holiday with Brightwater Holidays you 
accept responsibility for the proper conduct of you and your 
party.  Brightwater Holidays reserves the right in its reasonable 
discretion to terminate the holiday of any member of your party 
whose conduct is disruptive or detrimental to the enjoyment of 
other clients, or whose conduct may prejudice the reputation of 
Brightwater Holidays with our suppliers or hotel owners. In that 
situation Brightwater Holidays shall have no further responsibility 
or liability to you. The departure of a coach, ship train, plane or 
other modes of transport will not be delayed for passengers who 
are not on board by the stated boarding time.

15. COMPLAINTS & ASSISTANCE ON HOLIDAY
If you have any reason to be unhappy with any element of your 
holiday, we would ask you first to bring this to the attention of the 
person in charge of the relevant service, on the spot. If this is not 
possible, please either contact our local representative or our UK 
office, using the number provided with your travel documents. 
It is essential that you do this to enable us to try and put matters 
right where possible. If a problem remains unresolved during your 
holiday you should make a complaint which must be received 
at our offices within 28 days of the completion of your holiday 
giving your booking reference and all other relevant information. 
This can be or in writing, either by email or letter from the person 
who made the booking. We will reply to you within 28 days of 
receipt of your complaint. Please keep your complaint concise 

and to the point. If you fail to follow the requirement to report 
your complaint while on holiday, we will have been deprived of 
the opportunity to investigate and rectify it and this may affect 
your rights under this booking. If you’re in difficulty while on 
holiday and ask us to help, we will provide appropriate assistance, 
in particular by providing information on health services, local 
authorities and consular assistance; and helping you to find 
alternative arrangements and any necessary phone calls/emails. 
You must pay any costs we incur if the difficulty is your fault.
The terms of this contract are exclusively governed by Scottish 
Law and the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts.

16. PROTECTING YOUR MONEY
We provide full financial protection for our package 
holidays.
Flight inclusive tours: 
we hold an Air Travel Organiser’s Licence issued by the CAA 
(ATOL No. 4498) which provides for your protection in the 
event of Brightwater Holidays Ltd insolvency. The price of your 
air holiday packages includes the ATOL Protection Contribution 
(APC) we pay to the CAA. This charge is included in our advertised 
prices. the ATOL Protection Contribution (APC) we pay to the 
CAA. This charge is included in our advertised prices. When you 
buy an ATOL protected flight or flight inclusive holiday from us 
you will receive an ATOL Certificate. This lists what is financially 
protected, where you can get information on what this means 
for you and who to contact if things go wrong. Not all holiday 
or travel services offered and sold by us will be protected by the 
ATOL scheme as explained below.
Tours without flights arranged by us:
The Association of Bonded Travel Organisers Trust Limited 
(ABTOT) provides financial protection under The Package Travel 
and Linked Travel Arrangements Regulations 2018 for Brightwater 
Holidays Ltd - Member 5001, and in the event of their insolvency, 
protection is provided for:
Non-flight packages
ABTOT cover provides for a refund in the event you have not 
yet travelled or repatriation if transportation was included in your 
package.  Please note that bookings made outside the UK are only 
protected by ABTOT when purchased directly with Brightwater 
Holidays Ltd. 
In the unlikely event that you require assistance whilst abroad due 
to our financial failure, please call our 24/7 helpline on 01702 
811397 and advise you are a customer of an ABTOT protected 
travel company.
You can access The Package Travel and Linked Travel 
Arrangements Regulations 2018 here:  https://www.legislation.
gov.uk/uksi/2018/634/contents/made 

17. DATA PROTECTION
To process your booking and to ensure that your travel 
arrangements run smoothly and meet your requirements we 
need to use the information you provide. Depending on what’s 
required, the personal data we collect may include names and 
contact details, credit/debit card or other payment information 
and special requirements such as those relating to any disability or 
medical condition which may affect holiday arrangements and any 
dietary restrictions which may disclose your religious beliefs.

The person who makes the booking is responsible for ensuring 
that other members of your party are aware of our booking 
conditions and this privacy policy and that they consent to your 
acting on their behalf in your dealings with us.
Any such personal data that you provide will be held securely and 
for the purpose you have provided it, in accordance with both 
UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR) and the Data 
Protection Act (DPA) 2018.
We take appropriate technical and organisational measures which 
are intended to prevent unauthorised or unlawful processing of 
personal data and accidental loss or destruction of, or damage to, 
personal data.
We must pass the information on to the relevant suppliers of your 
travel arrangements such as airlines, hotels, transport companies, 
etc. We will not however, pass any information on to any person 
not responsible for part of your travel arrangements. This applies 
to any sensitive information that you give to us such as details of 
any disabilities, or dietary/religious requirements. In making a 
booking, you consent to this information being passed on to the 
relevant persons only.
We may need to disclose personal data to a third party within 
countries outside the European Economic Area (EEA) for the 
purpose of providing your holiday. Controls on data protection in 
your destination may not be as stringent as in the UK. In addition, 
your data may be disclosed to regulatory bodies or public 
authorities such as customs or immigration for the purposes of 
monitoring and/or enforcing compliance with any regulatory 
rules/codes.
We will only send you information about special offers, brochures, 
new holidays and competitions if you have ‘opted in’ to receive 
marketing emails from Brightwater Holidays Ltd. If at any time 
you do not wish to receive this information you can use the 
‘unsubscribe’ function at the bottom of any marketing email or 
call us.
For full details of how we may use your personal information and 
your rights in relation to your personal information, please see our 
Privacy Policy on our website: https://brightwaterholidays.com/
privacy. By booking online, or over the phone, you are stating that 
you have read and agreed to our Privacy Policy.

We are Brightwater Holiday Ltd, registered limited 
company no: SC137295. 
Registered Office: Eden Park House, Cupar, Fife, 
Scotland KY15 4HS.
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How to book  
Once you’ve finished browsing these pages at your leisure and you’re ready to treat yourself to a place 
on one of our holidays, just get in touch and we’ll do the rest! 
Give our Specialist Sales Executives a call from Monday to Friday between 9am and 6pm, on: 

844 576 0911 
Alternatively, send us an email: 

info@brightwaterholidays.com
For further details on any of the trips mentioned, including information on our day-by-day itineraries  
or full booking conditions, please visit our website: 

www.brightwaterholidays.com


