  

YEARS

AUTUMN COLOURS
Prices From £365
per person

No/Low Single
Supplement Offers

Save up to £100
per person

Group Leisure &
Travel Awards 2021
We are proud to reveal that not only was
our Private Groups Manager Jenni Duncan
a finalist for the Excellence Award at the
2021 Group Leisure
& Travel Awards, but
Brightwater Holidays
was also shortlisted
for the Best Coach
or Tour Operator
prize – what an
honour for us all.

Country Garden in Autumn

AN AUTUMN
ESCAPE AWAITS

British Travel
Awards
We were also thrilled towards the end of
2020 to receive a bronze prize in the Best
Small Coach Holiday Company category,
something that was voted for by our valued
guests – we can’t thank you enough.
You may also be interested to know that we
have two nominations in this year’s British
Travel Awards, so do keep an eye out for our
upcoming campaign in July as we would love
to count on your support once again.

I

f there’s one season that we look forward to each year, it has to be autumn. Yes, spring
is perhaps the most exciting for us garden lovers as those first green shoots appear
and vibrant colours begin to explode around us, but there’s nothing quite as majestic or
dramatic as gardens in autumn.
We have rounded up a fabulous selection of holidays departing throughout this coming
autumn to inspire your next trip away and there are some glorious gardens that await
discovery! From the grounds of Brodick Castle on the small island of Arran in Scotland
to the royal gardens of Highgrove in England’s charming Cotswolds, lose yourself in the
changing of the seasons in stunning surroundings.
Looking for a holiday abroad? Well, we have a number of overseas trips on offer, too!
From a chance to tour the gardens of the Spice Island – Grenada in the Caribbean – to a
journey along South Africa’s Garden Route, there’s something for every traveller to enjoy
this autumn. Take advantage of savings of up to £100 per person with our twin-centre
discovery of Bhutan and Nepal, colourful tour of Madagascar or enchanting discovery of
Marrakech’s magnificent gardens.
Whatever you’re looking for where your next Brightwater holiday is concerned, we do
hope you’ll find it among the following pages.
Best Wishes,
Alison Wilson
Managing Director
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How to book
Once you’ve finished browsing these pages
at your leisure and you’re ready to treat
yourself to a place on one of our holidays or
Experience Days, just get in touch and we’ll
do the rest!
Give our Specialist Sales Executives a call
on 01334 766 513. Alternatively, you can
email us at info@brightwaterholidays.com
For further details of any of the trips
mentioned, including information about
our day-by-day itineraries or to see our full
booking conditions, please visit our website:
www.brightwaterholidays.com
Happy holiday-hunting and we look forward
to hearing from you!

Orange autumn

Autumn Trees

Japanese Garden

Why choose Brightwater?
From start to finish, you’ll be well looked after by the award-winning
team here at Brightwater Holidays. Travelling aboard our comfortable
coaches in the company of people who share your interest – whether
it’s for gardens, stunning Scottish islands or fascinating archaeology
– we will take you to fabulous places in all corners of the world. Our
friendly Tour Managers are always on hand to ensure that your every
need is met, our itineraries are designed by an incredibly experienced
team and at all times we put you – the guest – first. Your comfort and
enjoyment is at the heart of what we do, and we can’t wait to take you
on a memorable holiday in this, our 30th anniversary year.

» Great value for money with coach travel, visits, accommodation
and most evening meals included as standard
» 30 years of experience and knowledge
» Unique and innovative holidays
» Exclusive access to private gardens and visits
» Well-planned, perfectly-paced itineraries with no hidden extras
» Friendly and authoritative tour managers
» Professionally recognised partnerships
» Welcoming, friendly service from first contact
» Enjoy peace of mind with financial protection

“Went that extra mile”

“Very well organised”

“I certainly hope to return”

A guest who enjoyed our Classic Scottish Steam
Break holiday in October ‘21:

A guest who enjoyed our Grand Tour of the Outer
Hebrides holiday in March ‘22:

A guest who enjoyed our Iceland Northern Lights
holiday, 14th November ‘21:

“The tour was excellent. Our guide, David was
really great. He was so knowledgeable and
always went that extra mile with his commentary
so we were aware of the history and the beauty of
all we experienced. He was friendly with everyone
and made the trip enjoyable for us. The coach
driver was also excellent.”

“I enjoyed the experience with like minded
people. I felt very relaxed because of the majority
were solo travellers. Loved all the ferry trips and
it was very well organised. Alastair Walker was
outstanding – he made the Hebrides come alive!”

“My trip to Iceland exceeded all expectations.
Every aspect - sites, accommodation, food, and
especially our trip leader Alastair Walker - were
outstanding. This was my first Brightwater
Holidays tour and I certainly hope to return.
Thank you, Brightwater.”

01334 766 513 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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Eriskay Harbour © Graham Addison

A GRAND TOUR OF THE

OUTER HEBRIDES

6 DAY

6 DAYS FROM

ur extended tour of the Hebrides has proved extremely popular,
£1,075
O
offering a unique opportunity to travel the length and breadth
of the Western Isles, with ten different islands and a total of four ferry
trips included. Two comfortable hotels ensure that this holiday is as relaxing as
possible, while at the same time offering great variety. We take the ferry from
Mallaig to Lochboisdale in South Uist and continue to our hotel in Benbecula. From
here, we visit the islands of Eriskay, Vatersay with its fantastic sandy shores and
Barra, where our visits range from the historic Kisimul Castle to the unusual airport
situated on a beach.

A captivating journey follows as we travel by ferry from North Uist and on through
the magnificent mountain scenery of Harris, the rolling moorland of Lewis, and on to
Stornoway. We continue with visits to the Standing Stones of Callanish, the tranquil
little Norse Mill and the distinctive Black Houses at Gearrannan.

Day 2 We head for Barra, travelling via
Eriskay. Upon arrival, we tour the island and
board a boat to Kisimul Castle. Next, we
visit Cockleshell Beach with its unique
airport runway and then it’s on to Vatersay,
with its brilliant white beaches. (B & D)
Day 3 A ferry takes us from Berneray to
Leverburgh on the Isle of Harris. Here, we
visit St. Clement’s Church at Rodel and
then travel on to Lewis and our hotel,
located in Stornoway. (B & D)

Day 4 The 5,000-year-old Standing
Stones of Callanish, Black Houses of
Gearrannan and Norse Mill at Shawbost
await us today. (B & D)
Day 5 We visit Lews Castle and Museum
and St. Columba’s Ui Church, one of the
most important archaeological sites in the
area. We then see the Port of Ness and the
Butt of Lewis, home to the Stevenson
lighthouse. (B & D)
Day 6 We take an early ferry to Ullapool
and return to our original pick-up points. (B)
The Stornoway to Benbecula itinerary operates in
reverse, with two nights in Stornoway and three
nights in Benbecula.

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner
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5 Day version

We also offer a similar 5 day tour
(two nights in Benbecula and two
nights in Stornoway) on 20 Sep & 12
Oct - 5 days from £695pp.

Your tour includes

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Perth, Kinross, Dunfermline,
Edinburgh, Glasgow) and head to Mallaig.
We catch a ferry to Lochboisdale, enjoying
dinner on board before continuing to
Benbecula. (D)

Callanish Standing Stones

» Five nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: two
nights at the Dark Island Hotel and three
nights at the Cabarfeidh Hotel, Stornoway
(one dinner and one breakfast served on
board the ferry)
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel and all ferry
crossings
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & prices per person
Benbecula - Stornoway
27 September

Stornoway - Benbecula
15 September

Single Supplement

from £1,075
from £1,095
£200

Tour code: BGTB/BGTS

4 days from £595

A Classic Scottish Steam Break
Our Classic Scottish Steam Break has been a best-seller for years, thanks to the
unbeatable combination of steam, scenery and nostalgia. The tour itself includes a
unique boat journey on the Falkirk Wheel, a relaxed cruise on Loch Katrine, a sail
‘Doon ra Watter’ on the PS Waverley and a ride aboard the Jacobite steam train as
it glides over the iconic Glenfinnan Viaduct. On the 14th October depaarture we will
be staying at the Arrochar Hotel, located on the banks of Loch Long, and on the 13th
October departure we will be staying at the 4-star Stirling Highland Hotel.
The Jacobite steam train

Departing: 13 & 14 October

6 days from £1,345

Highlights of Orkney and Shetland
Sail with Serco Northlink Ferries from Aberdeen overnight to Lerwick. We then have
two full days to tour Shetland. After rejoining the ship for an evening sailing to Kirkwall,
we have a further two full days touring Orkney, before our short crossing back to
the mainland. Highlights include the seacliffs at Eshaness, the prehistoric and Norse
settlement at Jarlshof, UNESCO-listed Neolithic sites and Orkney’s small Italian Chapel.
Seascape, Orkney

Departing: 19 September

01334 766 513 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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7 days from £1,775

5 days from £995

Isle of Iona

Luskentyre, Harris

Grand Tour of the Inner Hebrides

Walking in the Outer Hebrides

Complementing our Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides, this equally
grand yet relaxing tour takes in the principal Inner Hebridean isles of
Mull, Islay and Jura as well as the famous little island gems of Staffa
and Iona. We begin on the Isle of Mull with a visit to the colourful
‘capital’ Tobermory, followed by an exciting boat trip to the tiny
island of Staffa and its famous Fingal’s Cave, an amazing natural
cathedral of basalt columns. A full day is given over to the peaceful
island of Iona, with its famous abbey and beautiful beaches. We then
continue to Islay and visit historic Loch Finlaggan, the Bowmore
Distillery and the Museum of Islay Life, along with a visit to Jura.

A highly scenic drive through the Highlands and a pleasant sail from
Skye takes us to our hotel in Tarbert, Harris. Over the following
three days, we set out on a series of walks that feature some of
the finest vistas and most fascinating ancient monuments that the
Western Isles have to offer. There is a circular walk round the island
of Scalpay and its picturesque lighthouse, followed by a stroll along
the much-photographed but usually deserted Luskentyre Beach;
rambles among the ruins of Carloway Broch and the mesmerising
Standing Stones of Callanish, and a challenging but highly rewarding
walk from Tarbert with stunning coastal views.

Departing: 1 September

Departing: 1 October

5 days from £845

4 days from £795

Standing Stones of Callanish

Duart Castle

Ancient Stones of the Outer Hebrides

Mull, Staffa & Iona

In about 1800 BC, at around the time that the Middle Kingdom of
ancient Egypt was flourishing, an equally vigorous civilisation was
leaving its mark on the far flung islands of the Outer Hebrides.
Later settlers have left their mark too, and the tranquil islands of
Lewis and Harris are blessed with an abundance of archaeological
remains. Neolithic cairns, Bronze Age standing stones, Iron Age
houses, Norse mills and Blackhouses from a couple of centuries ago
– these islands are a living timeline and a paradise for the amateur
archaeologist. In the company of a local specialist guide we will tour
a succession of sites, from Lewis in the north to Harris in the south.

From our base at the Isle of Mull Hotel & Spa, conveniently located
close to the ferry terminal with superb views of the Sound of Mull,
the Morvern hills and the Firth of Lorne, we explore some of the
highlights of the island. The multi-coloured buildings that line the
waterfront of the island’s principal town, Tobermory, will be familiar
to many. From here, we sail on a wildlife cruise that takes us to the
Treshnish Isles, home to thousands of seabirds including puffins,
and on to the little island of Staffa, whose natural cathedral of basalt
columns – Fingal’s Cave – is one of the wonders of the west coast.
We also visit the 13th century Duart Castle and the isle of Iona.

Departing: 11 September

Departing: 9 September
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5 days from £1,055

6 days from £825

Port Ellen, Islay

Achmelvich

Islay and Jura

Highland Explorer: Skye and the Far North

While visiting Islay, we visit the Bowmore Distillery – the oldest on
the island – and we stop at Loch Gruinart RSPB Nature Reserve,
where hopefully we have the opportunity to see many bird species.
To the north-east is Islay’s neighbour Jura, an untamed and rather
mysterious island with just 200 human inhabitants, dominated by the
“Paps of Jura”. The northern end of the island was home to George
Orwell, where he wrote his masterpiece, 1984. Here, we enjoy a
scenic tour before some free time in Craighouse. Completing our
trio of islands, there’s also an optional excursion to the tranquil little
island of Colonsay, where the gardens of Colonsay House await.

A classic coach tour of Scotland, with nothing more demanding than
sitting back and enjoying one scenic delight after another, as we
travel north into the Cairngorms, north west to Gairloch and further
north still to the wilds of Assynt and the beach at Achmelvich.
Enjoy a full day on the Isle of Skye, passing the Cuillin Mountains,
more often than not wreathed in ethereal mist, to Portree, the
epitome of a colourful Hebridean harbour. From our second hotel
in Fort William, which sits at the foot of Ben Nevis, we head west to
Mallaig, stopping for a photo at the famous Glenfinnan Viaduct. Our
homeward journey takes us via Glen Coe and tranquil Loch Earn.

Departing: 12 September

Departing: 2 September

6 days from £1,395

4 days from £595

Local colour © Frances Taylor

Pictish Stone, Aberlemno

Knitting in Shetland

In the Footsteps of the Picts

During this unique special interest holiday, there are workshops
aplenty, both starting off our mornings and rounding off our
afternoons. These present the perfect opportunity to hone our skills
— and perhaps even learn some new ones — under the watchful
eye of experienced local tutors. Knitting knowledge isn’t the only
thing available for us to take home as we will also enjoy a visit
to the elegant Nielanell Design Studio, which offers the perfect
opportunity to pick up a stylish souvenir, along with visits to the
prehistoric and Norse settlement of Jarlshof, Sumburgh Head sea
cliffs and the Textile Gallery of the Shetland Museum and Archives.

Living beyond the northern frontier of the Roman Empire, the people
of northern Scotland in the Dark Ages were known as the Picts – a
name given by the Romans, meaning the ‘painted - tattooed ones’.
Renowned as one of the most warlike of the Celtic barbarian tribes
of Europe, they successfully attacked the Roman army and yet few
of their homes or forts have ever been found. Travel through the
heartland of the southern Picts in Perthshire and Angus, coming
face-to-face with them through the clues of their everyday life.
Stand before magnificent Pictish stones at Aberlemno, take a boat
to the Isle of May and visit Forteviot - palace of the Pictish kings.

Departing: 22 September

Departing: 3 September

01334 766 513 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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4 days from £595

Scenic Scottish Railways
The north of Scotland is blessed with some wonderfully scenic railway lines and we
explore them on this tour. Board the Jacobite and travel from Fort William to Mallaig,
crossing the Glenfinnan Viaduct; join the Strathspey Railway and hop off to visit the
Boat of Garten, the village that doubled as ‘Glenbogle’ in the popular BBC TV series,
Monarch of the Glen; and board a morning scheduled diesel train service to Wick. We
also visit the striking 13th century Eilean Donan Castle and it may be of interest to
know that this itinerary features part of the North Coast 500, the highly scenic coastal
route which begins and ends in Inverness.
Strathspey Railway

Departing: 23 September & 7 October

4 days from £725
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Historic Houses of the Scottish Borders
This prosperous region is home to a remarkable number of historic houses, ancient
castles and stately homes, allowing the visitor to sample a huge slice of Scottish history
and folklore in a short space of time. During this short but sweet holiday, we pay visits
to the likes of Manderston House, described as ”the swansong of the stately home”;
Traquair House, the oldest continuously inhabited house in Scotland and with a host of
royal connections; Mellerstain House, an outstanding example of Georgian architecture;
and Abbotsford, home of Sir Walter Scott. We also pay a visit to spectacular Floors
Castle, the magnificent home of the Duke of Roxburghe.
Abbotsford House
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Departing: 25 & 27 September

4 days from £595

5 days from £795

Balmoral

Brodick Castle

Historic Houses of Aberdeenshire

Arran, Scotland in Miniature

Aberdeenshire is dotted with historic houses and castles, many of
them outstanding examples of Scots Baronial architecture. Each
one has a fascinating story to tell with countless legends and several
royal connections. Our tour starts at Drum Castle, where 700 years
of history is woven into its battlements. Haddo House showcases
the crisp neo-classical style of William Adam, while Fyvie Castle
presents a prime example of the more extravagant Scots Baronial
form. We also visit Castle Fraser, Craigievar and the Queen’s late
summer residence of Balmoral Castle, and we conclude at glorious
Crathes Castle, every inch the classic Scottish tower house.

From Blackwaterfoot, we will visit Whiting Bay, Lamlash, Brodick the capital of Arran, the pretty village of Corrie that sits beneath the
shadow of Goat Fell and Sannox, before passing the ‘12 Apostles’ at
Lochranza. We also explore the beautiful gardens of Brodick Castle,
which are bound to leave a lasting impression as the setting is
staggering and its garden is a mass of colour at any time of the year
– in autumn the foliage blazes with red, golds and ambers. We will
be based for four nights at the 3-star Best Western Kinloch Hotel
in Blackwaterfoot, on the western shore of the island, overlooking
Kilbrannan Sound and the Mull of Kintyre.

Departing: 2 October

Departing: 12 September

4 days from £595

3 days from £365
LOW SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Goatfell

Autumn in the Hermitage, Dunkeld

Autumn Tints of Arran

Autumn Tints of Perthshire

At no time of year are we more assured of Arran’s beauty than in the
autumn months, when its wild woods and open spaces are aflame
with a riot of red and gold foliage. Often described as “Scotland in
Miniature”, this island has a blend of Highland and Island scenery
with granite peaks and deep glens to the north that contrast with
its rolling and lush farmlands to the south. Visits on this short but
sweet seasonal escape include the beautiful Brodick Castle and its
surrounding gardens as well as sites located around the island of
Arran, such as Catacol with its dozen fishermen’s cottages known
as the ‘12 Apostles’, and the villages of Lamlash and Whiting Bay.

Home to remarkable trees and beautiful woodland, Perthshire is
a delight in autumn when the leaves turn from green to hues of
red, gold, yellow and bronze – a wonderful sight to behold as the
morning mists clear. Our itinerary begins with a visit to Scone
Palace and after admiring some of the towering specimens here including the first Douglas Fir to be introduced to the UK, we view
the impressive beech hedge at Meikleour and two historic trees –
namely the Parent Larch in the grounds of Dunkeld Cathedral and
the Birnam Oak. Other visits include The Hermitage, the woodland
garden at Cluny House and the glorious Faskally Forest.

Departing: 17 October

Departing: 11 October

01334 766 513 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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Tobermory

LORD OF THE GLENS

HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS – 6 DAYS

he MV Lord of the Glens, with its 27 beautifully appointed state
T
cabins, sails between Inverness, Fort Augustus and Oban. We
begin at Inverness and cruise Loch Ness to Fort Augustus. The vessel

6 DAYS FROM

£1,495

is lifted by a series of locks to Loch Oich and continues to Banavie.
We see Thomas Telford’s masterpiece, Neptune’s Staircase, a series of
inter-connected locks that take vessels back to sea-level near Fort William, and
cruise to Mull and Oban. There’s also a full excursion programme, including a train
journey and visits to the Glenfinnan Monument, Duart Castle and Tobermory.

Glenfinnan Viaduct

Lord of the Glens

Your tour includes

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Travel under our own arrangement to
Inverness, where we embark the MV Lord
of the Glens. This evening, we join the crew
for a welcome drinks reception. (D)
Day 2 Cruise the length of mysterious Loch
Ness with a photo opportunity at Urquhart
Castle and time to explore Fort Augustus.
(FB)
Day 3 Continue through sections of the
Caledonian Canal and peaceful lochs
before we take a train ride across the iconic
Glenfinnan Viaduct and visit the
Glenfinnan Monument. (FB)
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Day 4 Negotiate ‘Neptune’s Staircase’
then cruise Loch Linnhe to Tobermory on
the Isle of Mull. (FB)
Day 5 Visit Duart Castle on Mull then sail
over to Oban, where we visit the fantastic
whisky distillery. (FB)
Day 6 Today we disembark and transfer by
coach back to Inverness. (B)

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, FB: Full board,
D: Dinner

» Five nights’ accommodation in a lower
deck twin cabin on a full board basis. All
cabins have en-suite facilities and can be
upgraded at a supplement
» Shore excursions as described in the
itinerary
» Return coach transfers from Inverness

Departures & prices per person
6 October
Single Supplement

from £1,495
£on request
Tour code: BLGS

7 days from £1,595

4 days from £525

Eilean Donan Castle

Scenic Journeys of Highland and
Islands

Loch Eribol

Scotland’s Extreme North West

This exciting, seven-day itinerary ticks off a whole host of visual
gems while providing a series of relaxing, undemanding journeys by
coach, train and boat. We travel by rail along the West Highland Line
to Fort William, a route that offers stunning views, before enjoying
an excursion to the isle of Mull. There’s a cruise on Loch Linnhe,
a drive through the glacial valley of Glen Coe and a round trip on
the Jacobite steam train. We pay a visit to the much-photographed
Eilean Donan Castle and enjoy a cruise on the legendary Loch Ness
with views over the dramatically positioned ruins of Urquhart Castle.
Departing: 8 September

The rugged and remote north-west coast of Scotland takes on a
majestic character in the autumn months as Mother Nature lays on a
spectacular display of beauty. The coastal views and landscapes are
breathtaking and the warmth of our highland hotel very welcoming
at this time of year. From our base in Kinlochbervie, overlooking
the fishing harbour with panoramic views over lochs and hills to the
open sea, we seek out some of the gems of the north west coast,
such as Oldshoremore, an exquisite beach of white sand, and Smoo
Cave at Durness, which boasts a waterfall and a ‘blowhole’. In the
evenings we can enjoy fine food, good company and a fireside dram.
Departing: 11 & 18 October

5 days from £795

5 days from £695
LOW SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

John O’Groats

Craigellachie

Scotland’s Northern Edge

Walking in Speyside

This breathtaking itinerary, which features part of the scenic North
Coast 500, pays visits to an array of stunning sites. We cross to
Handa Island for some time to explore and spot wildlife, we then
spend time at the late Queen Mother’s former holiday home – the
Castle of Mey, and there’s even a visit to Smoo Cave, which not only
boasts the largest entrance of any sea cave in the British Isles, but
even has a blow-hole. We also visit John O’ Groats, Duncansby Head
and the Strathnaver Museum, the church in which it was housed
dates from 1700 and takes us on a journey from the mystical past of
prehistory through to the vibrant culture of today.

A walker’s paradise, Speyside is home to a network of pathways –
many of them along abandoned railway lines with gentle gradients
that criss-cross wooded glens and rolling hills. The River Spey is our
constant companion as we enjoy three different walks, the first in
the Speyside area as we pick up part of the Speyside Way. Next, we
follow a circular route through the heart of the whisky producing
area, taking in Dufftown, Aberlour and Craigellachie, followed by a
walk that take us to the mouth of the river on the Moray Firth. We
also admire the Queen’s View near Pitlochry, visit The Hermitage in
Perthshire and can even spot dolphins in their natural habitat.

Departing: 25 September & 4 October

Departing: 2 September

01334 766 513 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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1 day from £75

Experience Day

1 day £119

Chiddingstone Castle

Experience Day

Colin Crosbie’s garden

Egygptian Discovery at
Chiddingstone Castle

Gardens of Dumfries & Galloway with
Colin Crosbie

Hosted by the curator, we’ll have a short introductory talk on the
extensive Egyptian Collection before heading to the Victorian
Kitchen for a light lunch. In the afternoon, we’ll explore the many
artefacts of the Egyptian Collection and the curator will be on hand
to point out highlights and answer any questions.
Taking place: 5 October

We begin at the garden of Elizabeth McGregor, one of Scotland’s
finest perennial plant nurseries, then depart for Threave Gardens near
Castle Douglas, where Colin will lead a tour of the garden. We tour
the garden of Seabank with the owner and then head to Colin’s at
Dalswinton Mill, where we have a tour of the garden and light supper.
Taking place: 13 October
Experience Day

1 day from £99

Lullingstone Castle with Tom Hart Dyke

Lullingstone Castle Garden
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Join Tom Hart Dyke, the 20th generation to live at Lullingstone Castle, for a memorable
day discovering his incredible World Garden of Plants, the idea for which was born
during his nine-month kidnap in Colombia back in the year 2000. Our day begins with a
presentation from Tom on what life at the castle is like along with stories from his planthunting adventures overseas. In these charming surroundings, we enjoy a two-course
lunch and then Tom will escort us through his World Garden of Plants, which is a tribute
to the Victorian and Edwardian plant-hunters who sought out and brought back many
of the plants we love and grow in our gardens to this very day.
Taking place: 13 September

4 days from £625

Gardens of Dumfries and Galloway

Logan Botanic Gardens

In the south-western corner of Scotland, Dumfries and Galloway is home to some of
the country’s most attractive gardens. The artistic highlight of our tour is undoubtedly
Dumfries House, actually in Ayrshire, which Prince Charles helped to save. One of
the Adam brothers’ finest achievements, the stunning interiors showcase a unique
collection of Chippendale furniture, while the walled garden is one of the most exciting
new garden developments in Scotland. Other visits on this beautiful tour include
Broughton House, Drumlanrig Castle and the interesting Crawick Multiverse, which
boasts unique combinations of natural features and artifical landscape.
Departing: 11 September

4 days from £625

Highgrove and the Cotswolds

Cotswolds

Our tour of the Cotswolds features an exclusive visit to Highgrove Gardens, the
country home of HRH the Prince of Wales. This is a privileged opportunity to see these
fascinating gardens, which of course are cultivated using wholly organic methods, up
close and in person! Some of the finest gardens in England can also be found nestled
among the green and rolling hills of Gloucestershire and our tour includes visits to the
Arts and Crafts house of Rodmarton Manor, whose fine garden comprises a series
of ‘outdoor rooms’, Hidcote Manor with its contrasting garden rooms and Kiftsgate,
whose splendid views are justly famous. We shall also visit the small, private garden of
Misarden Park along with Westonbirt, the National Arboretum.
Departing: 2 September

01334 766 513 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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5 days from £1,095

Stately Homes and Seaside Castles of Norfolk

Holkham Hall

Our tour begins at the 500-year-old Oxburgh Hall, followed by a visit to one of Britain’s
largest keeps, Castle Rising. We also visit the Blickling Estate, a Jacobean mansion
set in magnificent parklands and gardens. After a trip on the North Norfolk Heritage
Railway, we head to Sandringham, the much-loved retreat of the British monarchy, for
afternoon tea and a private tour. The Palladian-style Holkham Hall and the moated
manor of Hindringham Hall are next on our list, with private access to the gardens
included at the latter. We also visit Wolterton Park, Hoveton Hall and Mannington Hall,
where Lady Walpole takes us on a guided tour of this, her ancestral family home.
Departing: 19 September

4 days from £595

RHS Bridgewater and Gardens of the North West
Rural Herefordshire boasts some of Britain’s finest gardens, offering a great variety of
styles, from water gardens to plantsman’s gardens, and from a garden of sentiment
and memories to a garden of history and refinement. Highlights on this busy itinerary
include Westonbury Mill Water Gardens, Sir Roy Strong’s former garden known as
The Laskett and Stockton Bury, a four-acre plantsman’s garden filled with unusual
plants. Here, a workshop, tour and talk with the gardener await us. No trip to
Herefordshire would be complete without visiting Hampton Court Castle’s awardwinning gardens, perhaps the most ambitious garden creations of our time, which
feature a walled kitchen garden, and an impressive yew maze.
RHS Bridgewater 2021 © RHS Neil Hepworth
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Departing: 15 October

4 days from £775
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Castles and Houses of Lincolnshire

Grimsthorpe Castle

This county is littered with historic halls, mansions and castles, and from our base
on the outskirts of the cathedral city of Lincoln, we sample the delights and discover
one fine property after another. Highlights include Belton Hall, often cited as the
perfect example of an English country house estate; Tattershall House, Gunby Hall and
Doddington Hall, the latter is home to a fascinating collection of items accumulated
over 400 years. We also explore the castle and cathedral of Lincoln and round off the
holiday with a visit to Grimsthorpe Castle, where we are treated to a private tour that is
followed by free time to explore its intricate gardens that date back to at least 1500.
Departing: 30 September

4 days from £825

Castles and Houses of Northumberland

Bamburgh Castle

A visit to Northumberland’s low-lying coast and wide open spaces is always a treat,
but when it includes a host of historic houses and castles, the pleasure is magnified
greatly. Perhaps the most impressive of these is Bamburgh Castle, which sprawls over
a rocky plateau on the coast, close to the Farne Islands. Late in its long life, it was
bought by the visionary inventor and philanthropist Lord Armstrong, whose innovative
house at Cragside we will also visit. Further highlights include a trip to the holy island
of Lindisfarne, where we explore both the castle and priory, along with visits to Belsay
Hall, Wallington House, and Alnwick Castle, which is known for being the secondlargest inhabited castle in all of England.
Departing: 15 September

01334 766 513 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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8 days from £1,695

The Irish Rover
Just like the Van Morrison song, this Irish Rover is wrapped up in glory – the glory of
some of Ireland’s finest gardens. A rich feast of horticultural excellence awaits, with
memorable and beguiling gardens, enthusiastic and skilful owners and an everchanging backdrop of lush green hills, fertile fields and glittering seascapes. We
begin in Northern Ireland at the garden of Mount Stewart, truly one of the greatest in
the world. We also visit Rowallane and Castle Ward. In Dublin, we meet June Blake,
a passionate plantswoman who grows a mix of bamboos, ornamental grasses and
perennials, and her brother Jimi Blake at Hunting Brook. We also visit Ilnacullin, the
Blarney Castle & Gardens, Mount Usher and Powerscourt.
Blarney Castle

Departing: 19 September

4 days from £695

Private Gardens of Herefordshire
Rural Herefordshire boasts some of Britain’s finest gardens, offering a great variety of
styles, from water gardens to plantsman’s gardens, and from a garden of sentiment
and memories to a garden of history and refinement. Highlights on this busy itinerary
include Westonbury Mill Water Gardens, Sir Roy Strong’s former garden known as
The Laskett and Stockton Bury, a four-acre plantsman’s garden filled with unusual
plants. Here we have a workshop, tour and talk with the gardener lined up. No trip to
Herefordshire would be complete without visiting Hampton Court Castle’s awardwinning gardens, perhaps the most ambitious garden creations of our time, which
feature a walled kitchen garden, a magnolia walk and a yew maze.
Hampton Court Castle
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Departing: 5 September

4 days from £625

Walmer Castle and the Cinque Ports

Walmer Castle Gardens

The historic pleasure gardens at Walmer Castle in Kent have been dramatically brought
back to life thanks to a £2.3m restoration project funded by English Heritage and
they form the centrepiece of this tour, which also visits the ‘Cinque Ports’ of Hastings,
Sandwich, Hythe, Dover and Romney. Further highlights include the Salutation
Gardens, designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, Pashley Manor’s award-winning gardens, and
Smallhythe Place, the former home of celebrated Victorian actress, Ellen Terry.
Departing: 1 September

3 days from £395

Literary Trails of the South Coast

Jane Austen’s House

It is a truth universally acknowledged that many of the giants of English literature,
including the author of ‘Pride and Prejudice’ herself, have associations and connections
with the south and south west of England. We have therefore strung together a
sequence of visits that unites some of our best loved and most celebrated authors in
these corners of the country, from Jane Austen to Charles Dickens, Virginia Woolf and
Rudyard Kipling.
Departing: 16 September

01334 766 513 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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8 days from £1,595

Gardens and Architecture of Andalucia

Alhambra Palace

Unrivalled in Europe for its wealth of culture, history, Moorish architecture and gardens,
Andalucia is set against a backdrop of the snow-capped Sierra Nevada mountains.
We visit gardens that complement the adjoining palaces and discover wild mountain
landscapes. Higlights include the Alhambra Palace along with Córdoba’s Great Mosque,
and we see the Puente Nuevo bridge that spans the dramatic El Tajo gorge in Ronda.
Departing: 12 September

8 days from £1,995

Villas and Gardens of the Italian Lakes

Villa Taranto
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The fabulous scenery and benign climate of the northern Italian lakes have attracted
aristocrats and the wealthy for years, and today their elegant villas and lush gardens
perfectly complement the natural landscape. From our bases on the Gulf of Borromeo
on Lake Maggiore and at the foot of Lake Como, we explore a succession of villas and
their gardens, all set against the breathtaking backdrop of snow-capped mountains
and glittering water. We visit the private garden of the President of the Italian Camellia
Society, the stunning Borromean Islands and also the elegant 18th century Villa
Carlotta, and we will also be treated to a special private tour with the owner of Villa
Cicogna Mozzoni, situated in what were ancient hunting grounds for the nobility.
Departing: 14 September

4 days from £795

Treasures of Holland ft. Floriade & Amsterdam
by Eurostar

Amsterdam

Held every 10 years at a different venue in the Netherlands, Floriade is one of the
premier events of the horticultural world and this tour will take you there for a full day
at the Expo itself. In addition to our visit to Floriade, this four-day break includes visits
to some of the great horticultural and artistic treasures of the Netherlands, such as the
beautiful garden of De Wiersse, the spectacular Het Loo Palace and the magnificent
canal-side residence and garden at the Museum van Loon. Based at the 4-star Best
Western Plus Plaza Hotel throughout, we find ourselves perfectly situated in the centre
of Almere to make the most of our time in this vibrant area.
Departing: 9 September

5 days from £1,995

Iceland’s Northern Lights

The Northern Lights

Gazing up at the northern lights is a wish-list travel item for most of us and we will head
out in search of them on this tour, but the elusive aurora borealis aside – Iceland offers
a host of attractions quite unlike anywhere else in the world. From geothermal dips to
moonlit trips, this tour offers a selection of once-in-a-lifetime experiences. Highlights
include visits to relaxing hot springs, thunderous waterfalls and gushing geysers.
Departing: 13 November

01334 766 513 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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9 days from £1,995

7 days from £1,395

Bom Jesus Do Monte

Cathedral of Saint John in Valletta

Portuguese Archaeology

Malta’s Archaeological Heritage

With the roar of the Atlantic Ocean and the tranquillity of the
Iberian hillsides as our constant companions, we travel through time
stopping off at megalithic standing stones, Iron Age settlements,
Roman ruins and medieval plazas. We enjoy a host of UNESCOlisted sites including the city of Evora, where its monuments and
defensive walls stretch back over 20 centuries; Sintra, a magical
town in which exotically coloured palaces rise from the dewy forests;
and Guimarães, an immaculately preserved medieval town that was
the birthplace of Portugal’s first king. Other highlights include visits
to Lisbon, the Almendres Stone Circle and the Castelo de Pena.

Malta’s diminutive archipelago is by no means an indication of the
vast riches it holds, from the Neolithic to the present day - they
are many and varied. During this tour, we venture inside the walled
citadel of Mdina, we explore the warren of narrow tomb-lined
passages of St. Paul’s Catacombs, and we take to the waves for
a boat trip around the spectacular cliffs and caverns of the Blue
Grotto. But most startling of all, perhaps, are the mysterious sites
left by civilisations with whom we are just starting to get acquainted:
the millennia-old Mnajdra Temples and the megaliths of Ħaġar Qim,
which make for a truly unforgettable archaeological expedition.

Departing: 2 October

Departing: 8 November

8 days from £1,495

8 days from £1,695

Mystras

Palace of Knossos

Archaeology of the Peloponnese

Crete Archaeology

A place of timeless beauty, the Peloponnese is home to 3,000-yearold relics at Mycenae, classical ruins at Epidaurus and Byzantine
churches at Monemvasia – the whole region is rich with history.
Archaeological highlights to look forward to include the Lion’s
Gate at Mycenae, the most ancient piece of monumental sculpture
in Europe; the 4th century BC Temple of Apollo Maleatis and the
Theatre with its awe-inspiring acoustics at Epidavros. We also visit
the church of Agia Sophia in the Fort City of Monemvassia, the
amazingly well-preserved site at Messene and the eerie, dead city of
Mystras, which casts its silent gaze over the plain around Sparta.

With a rich tapestry of archaeological treasures, sleepy villages
and lively towns, all set in a Homeric landscape of mountains,
gorges and flower-strewn pastures, the Greek island of Crete is an
unforgettable destination. Crete was home to one of the earliest
European civilizations, the Minoans, who roamed these hills some
4,000 years ago and their legacy can be seen all over the island,
in particular at the legendary Palace of Knossos. In addition to
exploring this iconic site, we visit the old town of Rethymnon, the
haunting island of Spinalonga that was a leper colony in use right up
until the 1960s, the Greek-Roman town of Gortyn and also Phaistos.

Departing: 3 October

Departing: 11 October
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St. George harbour

GRENADA

GARDENS OF THE SPICE ISLAND

L

9 DAYS FROM

£2,895

ying at the southern end of the Lesser Antilles, the island of Grenada
offers a typical slice of Caribbean life, flavoured with spice and full of
colour. Given that Grenada won its 15th gold medal at the Chelsea Flower Show
in 2019, it’s reasonable to assume that people here know a thing or two about
gardening, and we can expect some real treats as we visit a host of gardens.

We are based at the Blue Horizons Garden Resort, set back 300 yards from Grand
Anse Beach, which provides accommodation in self-contained one-bedroom units
offering both comfort and privacy. The grounds are extensive and merit a guided
tour in their own right, as well as a bird-watching tour.
Other highlights on this wonderful Caribbean adventure, led by the ever-popular
Trevor Edwards, include a visit to the River Antoine Rum Distillery, the Balthazar
Estate with its giant heliconias and other tropical plants, and the beautiful Sunny
Side Garden, which is home to koi ponds, an orchard and an excellent variety
of palms, orchids, hibiscus, and bromeliads, many of which feature in Grenada’s
award-winning RHS Chelsea displays.

Day 2 We begin our holiday with an
introduction to our hotel’s gardens and
grounds, and can look out for some of the
27 species of birds that frequent the
gardens here - binoculars provided! (B)
Day 3 Today gets off to a fabulous start
with an exploration of the island, with visits
to a trio of private gardens. (B & AT)
Day 4 Tour the gardens of Mount
Edgecombe followed by a gentle trail filled
with botanical wonders at Belmont Estate
and a tour and tasting at the River Antoine
Rum Distillery. (B & L)

Your tour manager
TREVOR EDWARDS
Award-winning Garden Designer, Writer
and Broadcaster Trevor Edwards is one
of our busiest and most popular garden
Tour Managers, and has led many
garden tours around the world.

Your tour includes

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Fly from London to Grenada, where
welcome drinks and dinner are served on
arrival at the Blue Horizons Garden Resort,
just yards from Grand Anse Beach. (IF & D)

Trevor Edwards and local guide

Day 5 Our day starts at Smithy’s Garden,
where we enjoy a relaxed Grenadian
breakfast, before touring the garden. At
Balthazar Estate we will see giant
heliconia, musa and ginger. (B)
Day 6 Visit the beautiful Sunny Side
Garden. The afternoon sees us at Palm
Tree Gardens, where two acres are filled
with thousands of flowering plants. (B)

» Seven nights’ bed & breakfast at the Blue
Horizons Garden Resort
» Two dinners, one lunch, one afternoon tea,
and welcome and farewell drinks
» Return flights from London to Grenada
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of horticulturalist Trevor Edwards
as tour manager and local guides

Day 7 Our last full day is free to relax or join
our optional cruise. (B & D)

Departures & prices per person

Day 8 & 9 After a morning in the capital
town St George we transfer to the airport
for our return flight. (B & IF)

Single Supplement

£455

Optional Excursions
(Cruise)		

£120

Inc. meals: IF: In-flight, B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, AT: Afternoon Tea, D: Dinner

1 October		from £2,895

Tour code: BGRE

01334 766 513 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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5 days from £1,395 £1345

SAVE £50 per person

Gardens of Marrakech
The timeless city of Marrakech, which gave its name to Morocco, has an enduring
appeal, with its low-rise pink and red buildings set against the magnificent backdrop
of the snow-capped Atlas mountains. Join us as we visit the square of Jemaa El Fna,
El Bahia Palace, El Badi Palace, the Agdal and Menara Gardens, the brightly coloured
garens of Majorelle, and take an excursion to the Ourika Valley.
La Majorelle Garden

Departing: 4 October

6 days from £1,495

Arts & Gardens of the French Riviera
With its seas of cobalt and turquoise, its skies of azure and cerulean, and its gardens of
every colour under the sun, it’s no surprise that the French Riviera has inspired many
works of art and serves as a magnet for creatives. Visits on this cultural tour include
museums dedicated to masters Matisse and Chagall, the private garden of Clos du
Peyronnet, the Masséna Museum and the gardens at Fondation Ephrussi de Rothschild.
Departing: 6 September

Menton
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A protea in Kirstenbosch Botanical Gardens

SOUTH AFRICA’S
GARDEN ROUTE

he Garden Route in South Africa winds its way for some 200km
T
between richly forested mountains and a crinkle-cut coastline
dotted with beautiful beaches and empty bays. Vividly coloured

15 DAYS FROM

£3,995

wildflowers delight the eye at every turn and progress tends to be
leisurely, as one stunning photo opportunity after another presents itself.
Visits on our lengthy itinerary include the Wilderness National Park, the sea cliffs
at Knysna and the famous suspension bridge at Tsitsikamma.
Also returning from the wilderness to grace our tour are the Drakensberg
Mountains, where we do some gentle botanising, and we will also visit
neighbouring Lesotho. We also visit Pietermaritzburg, known as the City of
Flowers, and delightful Durban, home to some splendid gardens.

Of course, we couldn’t visit South Africa without spending time in the Cape, where
we enjoy crisp white wines, discover rare botanical treasures at the gardens of
Kirstenbosch and Stellenbosch, and potter among the proteas on Table Mountain.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly from London to Cape Town on
our overnight flight. (IF)

Day 8 Enjoy a full day touring the
Wilderness National Park. (B)

Day 2 On arrival we visit the Old Company
Garden before transferring to our hotel. (D)

Day 9 Continue along the Garden Route to
Tsitsikamma National Park. (B)

Day 3 We explore the trails on top of Table
Mountain, reached by cable car, and then
pay a visit to Kirstenbosch Botanical
Garden. (B)

Day 10 Fly to Durban and drive up into the
Drakensberg Mountains. (B & D)

Day 4 We visit Babylonstoren and the
Stellenbosch Botanical Garden. (B)

Day 12 Optional excursion to Lesotho.
(B & D)

Day 11 Enjoy a leisurely botanical walk in
the hotel. (B & D)

Table Mountain

Your tour includes
» 13 nights’ accommodation on a bed
& breakfast basis: three nights at the
Premier Hotel, Cape Town; two nights at
the Windsor Hotel, Hermanus; two nights
at the Wilderness Hotel, Wilderness; one
night at the Kelway Hotel, Port Elizabeth;
three nights at the Drakensberg Gardens
Hotel and two nights at the Garden Court
Marine Parade, Durban (all hotels subject
to change)
» Four dinners and one lunch
» Flights from London Heathrow to Cape
Town; Port Elizabeth to Durban and
Durban to London Heathrow
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a tour manager (Colin Crosbie
on 27 September) and local guides

Departures & prices per person
13 September		from £3,995

Day 5 Today we visit Helderberg Nature
Reserve and Vergelegen Wine Estate. (B)

Day 13 Visit the Kwa-Zulu Natal Botanical
Garden en route to Durban. (B)

Day 6 Enjoy an optional whale-watching
trip this morning before visiting the
Fernkloof Nature Reserve. (B)

Day 14 Full day in Durban. (B & L)

Single Supplement

Day 15 Return flight to London. (B & IF)

Optional Excursions
(Whale Watching)		

£85

(Lesotho)		

£20

Day 7 Setting out on the Garden route, we
head to Mossel Bay and visit the Diaz
Complex Museum. (B)

Inc. meals: IF: In flight, B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, D: Dinner

27 September

from £3,995
£650

Tour code: BSAG

01334 766 513 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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SAVE £100 per person

Zebu cart and baobabs

Your tour manager
TONY RUSSELL

FLORA AND FAUNA OF

MADAGASCAR

adagascar, the world’s fourth-largest island, is like a gigantic ark
M
sailing ever so slowly across the Indian Ocean, having broken free
from the African continent some 160 million years ago. The national

15 DAYS FROM

£5,595

A former Head Forester at Westonbirt
Arboretum, Tony Russell is widely
regarded as one of Britain’s leading
authorities on trees and shrubs, having
written 18 books and presented many
programmes for both TV and radio.

parks and private reserves that feature on this tour are among the
finest in the world. As well as the familiar ring tailed lemur, we hope to see
Sanford’s brown lemur, nocturnal mouse lemur and indri indri with their unique,
haunting call.

On the botanical side, we can expect to see a huge range of fascinating trees and
plants, none more curious than the baobab, which look like giant tubers that have
been pulled from the earth and thrust back in with the roots uppermost, hence
the name ‘Upside Down Tree’. Among the other highlights are spiny bush plants
including the unique cactus-like didiereaceae; strange triangulated palms, bloated
pachypodiums and carnivorous pitcher plants; tree ferns, aloes and euphorbias.

Your tour includes

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly from London to Antananarivo
(Tana) on our overnight flight. (IF)

Day 9 Transfer to the airport for our flight
to Tana and our hotel. (B & D)

Day 2 On arrival, we transfer to our hotel. (D)

Day 10/11 Transfer to Vakona Forest
Lodge and explore the lush rainforest of the
Andasibe-Mantadia National Park, home
to an array of lemurs, birds and reptiles.
(B, L & D)

Day 3 We fly north to Diego Suarez and
walk the Three Bays. (B, L & D)
Day 4 Discover the flora and fauna, lakes,
rivers and waterfalls of the Montagne
d’Ambre National Park. (B, L & D)
Day 5 Visit the Montagne des Français to
see the locally endemic dry-country flora
then fly back to Tana. (B, L & D)
Day 6 Today we fly south to Fort Dauphin
and transfer to the Berenty Private
Reserve, which protects this unique ‘spiny
desert’ habitat, home to strange
triangulated palm trees. (B, L & D)
Day 7 A fascinating day as we explore
Berenty with its numerous lemurs and
sifakas in the surrounding forest. (B, L & D)
Day 8 Today we travel to our hotel at Fort
Dauphin with enchanting stops en route.
(B & D)
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Carnivorous pitcher plants

Day 12 Discover the forest reserve of
Analamazaotra, including a nocturnal visit
to see the smallest frog, lemur and
chameleon species. (B, L & D)
Days 13 Today we return to Tana. (B, L & D)
Days 14 Visit to the nursey of the late
Alfred Razafindratsira and local craft
markets before we transfer to the airport
and overnight flight to London. (B, L & D)
Days 15 We arrive in London. (IF)

» 12 nights’ full board: four nights at the
Hotel du Louvre, Antananarivo; two nights
at the Mantasaly Resort, Diego Suarez;
two nights at the Berenty Lodge; one
night at the Hotel La Croix du Sud, Fort
Dauphin; three nights at the Lemurs Lodge
(all hotels subject to change). Please note
that picnic lunches are provided on days
when we are away from the lodge or hotel
» Return flights from London Heathrow to
Antananarivo and four internal flights
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» All land transfers in appropriate vehicles
for the road conditions
» Services of horticulturalist Tony Russell as
tour manager and local guides

Departures & prices per person
1 November from £5,695
Single Supplement

Inc. meals: IF: In-flight, B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, D: Dinner

£5,595
£780

Tour code: BMAD
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Your tour manager
COLIN CROSBIE

Pamplemousse Botanic Garden

GARDENS OF

MAURITIUS

he Indian Ocean island of Mauritius is blessed with a rich and
T
diverse flora and fauna, and is home to some of the rarest plants
and creatures in the world. Caressed by a benign climate and light but

12 DAYS FROM

Colin Crosbie was the Head Gardener to
Her Majesty The Queen Mother in
Windsor and a former Curator at RHS
Wisley. He is currently the President of
the Scottish Rock Garden Club.

£2,995

regular rainfall, virgin forests and coastal lands provide ideal habitats
for myriad species, many of them unique to the island – of the 1,000 or
so plants indigenous to Mauritius, about 300 are totally unique. In the mountain
reserve at Le Petrin, we find many endemic plants such as the starfish-like yellow
Roussea and the scarlet-belled Trochetia, set among dainty ferns and mosses.
Elsewhere our exploration reveals trees that will be the last of their kind in
existence, giant waterlilies, colourful cannas and heliconias, along with numerous
palm avenues and tropical trees. We will witness outstanding conservation work
with almost extinct plants and animals, and there will be plenty of time to enjoy
the delights of the country while soaking up the local culture, with its unique
combination of European, Indian and African influences.

Your Itinerary
Days 1/2 We depart on our overnight flight
from London to Mauritius. The arrival day is
free to relax in the hotel. (IF & D)
Day 3 Our exploration of the island begins
with a guided tour of La Vanille Nature
Park, a unique zoo, beautifully landscaped
with tropical plants. Later we visit the
Domaine de Saint Aubin. (B & D)
Day 4 A short boat trip takes us to the
nature reserve of l’IIe aux Aigrettes, where
we will see plants and animals on the verge
of extinction. Later we visit a well-stocked
nursery and enjoy afternoon tea.
(B, AT & D)
Day 5 After exploring the reserve of Gros
Cailloux we visit the capital Port Louis and
its Natural History Museum (look out for
the dodo) and the old Company Garden,
filled with banyans and flamboyants. (B & D)
Day 6 A free day to relax and explore.
(B & D)

Day 7 Today we have visits to Curepipe
Botanical Garden, Le Petrin Nature
Reserve, Ebony Forest and the Seven
Coloured Earth. (B & D)
Day 8 We tour the Black River Gorges
National Park, home to rare trees and
exotic birds. We also visit the Plaine
Champagne and the Grand Bassin. (B & D)
Day 9 We see giant waterlillies and other
botanical wonders at Pamplemousse
Botanic Garden and enjoy a taste of local
rum at the Château Labourdonnais.
(B & D)
Day 10 We visit the Exotica Nursery with
its huge flowering hibiscus and the garden
at Eureka House. (B & D)
Days 11 We depart on our overnight flight
back to London. (B & IF)
Days 12 We arrive in London.
Inc. meals: IF: In flight B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, AT: Afternoon tea D: Dinner

Mountains of Mauritius

Your tour includes
» Nine nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the
4-star Anelia Resort and Spa
» Return flights from London to Mauritius
» Coach travel and all visits as outlined
» Services of a professional tour manager
(Colin Crosbie)

Departures & prices per person
14 November		from £2,995
Single Supplement

£495
Tour code: BMAU

01334 766 513 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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SAVE £100 per person

Tiger’s Nest

BHUTAN

AND NEPAL

radled in the folds of the Himalayas, Bhutan is an isolated kingdom
C
with a unique cultural heritage that dates directly back to the mid17th century, closely bound with the Buddhist religion. It is only in the last

14 DAYS FROM

£5,295

few decades that foreigners have been allowed to visit and the country
remains unspoilt by commercial tourism. The scenery is spell‑binding,
with deep, wooded valleys rising to towering snow-capped peaks, and villages and
monasteries that cling precariously to the hillsides.

Thimphu

Our tour is centred around the Jambay Lhakhang Drup Festival, a remarkable
event marked with a host of colourful ritual dances. As fascinating as the dances
themselves are the activities of the local people who flock to the festival from far
and wide, dressed in their finest clothes. In addition to this, our itinerary includes
excursions and gentle hikes, which take us to the most scenic areas and the best
of the attractions, including the remarkable Tiger’s Nest Monastery. We also take
the opportunity to spend a couple of days in Kathmandu in Nepal on the outward
journey, a chance to become acclimatised to the altitude in the Himalayas.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly from London to Kathmandu on
our overnight flight. (F)
Day 2 Arrive in Nepal and transfer to our
hotel. (D)
Day 3 Guided tour of the principal sights of
Kathmandu, including the Godavari
Botanical Garden. (B & D)
Day 4 Enjoy a spectacular flight above the
Himalayas to Paro in Bhutan and then
transfer to Thimphu. (B, L & D)
Day 5 Explore the sights of Thimphu
including the 17th century Trashichhoe
Dzong and take a scenic walk to the Tango
Monastery. (B, L & D)
Day 6 Drive to Dochu La and visit the Royal
Botanical Park. Later we explore the
fascinating Phobjikha Valley. (B, L & D)
Day 7/8 Drive from Gangtey to Bumthang,
where we spend a full day at the Jambay
Lhakhang Drup Festival. (B, L & D)
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Day 9/10 Drive to Punakha and explore
the sights of this former capital city, such as
the hallowed Dzong and the temple of
Chimi Lhakhang, linked with fertility.
(B, L & D)

Your tour includes

Day 11 Transfer to Paro with visits to some
impressive dzongs (watchtowers) on the
way. (B, L & D)

» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast in
Kathmandu and nine nights’ full board in
Bhutan

Day 12 Hike from Paro to Taksang, the
spectacular ‘Tiger’s Nest’. (B, L & D)
Day 13 Flight back to Kathamandu. (B & D)
Day 14 We transfer to the airport for our
return flight to London arriving the same
day (B & IF)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner
IF: In flight
Please note a good degree of
mobility is required to make the
most of this holiday.

Bhutan festival

» Return flights from London to Kathmandu
and Kathmandu to Paro
» Comfortable coaching and all visits as
outlined
» Services of a professional tour manager
and local guides

Departures & prices per person
3 November from £5,395
Single Supplement

£5,295
£495

Tour code: BBHU

Tori Gate

SEASONAL GARDENS OF

Your tour manager
TREVOR EDWARDS

JAPAN

urround yourself with the splendours of the Far East with an itinerary
S
of rare gardens, bamboo forests, ancient temples, golden Buddhas
and, of course, the majestic Mount Fuji.

13 DAYS FROM

£4,995

Award-winning Garden Designer, Writer
and Broadcaster Trevor Edwards is one
of our busiest and most popular garden
Tour Managers, and has led many
garden tours around the world.

Experience the otherworldliness of this mystical country on a garden
tour unlike any other. Travel aboard the iconic bullet train, visit the historic town
of Omihachiman, take a cruise beneath Mount Fuji’s snow-capped peaks on Lake
Ashi, and embark upon an optional excursion to Hiroshima and its Peace Memorial
Park.
Many of the country’s most notable gardens, which evolved from simple, gravel
covered forest clearings, are situated in and around Kyoto, Japan’s former capital,
and we enjoy three full days exploring both public and private gardens in this area.
We have included a variety of different natural styles in order to bring this tour
to life, from landscape gardens and stroll gardens to pond-and-island spaces. A
popular addition to this tour is dinner with a maiko – an apprentice geisha – in
traditional costume. Tradition, stories and natural beauty await.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly from London to Osaka on our
overnight flight. (IF)

Day 8 Discover the Heian Shrine and
Nanzen-ji Temple. Bullet train to Tokyo. (B)

Day 2 Upon arrival in Osaka, we head to
the gardens of the Imperial Palace. (D)

Day 9 Visit the Great Buddha followed by
the Hase Kannon Temple and Tsurugaoka
Hachimangu Shrine. (B & L)

Day 3 Visit Ginkaku-ji, Hakusasonso,
Kyoto Botanical Garden and the Bamboo
Forest Path. (B)

Kyu-Furukawa Gardens

Your tour includes
» 11 nights’ bed & breakfast; six nights at the
ANA Hotel, Kyoto and five nights at the
Grand Prince Hotel New Takanawa, Tokyo
(or similar)
» Dinner and welcome drink on first evening,
a dinner with a maiko, three lunches and a
farewell dinner
» Flight from London Heathrow to Osaka,
returning from Tokyo

Day 10 Cruise on Lake Ashi with view of
Mount Fuji from the boat. (B & L)

» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

Day 4 Visit the ancient temple of
Ishiyamadera in Otsu and the historic town
of Omihachiman. (B)

Day 11 See the Kyu Furukawa and
Mukojima Hyakkaen gardens and
Shunkaen’s Bonsai Museum. (B)

» Services of a horticulturalist as tour
manager (Trevor Edwards) plus local
guides

Day 5 Free time in Kyoto or join our
optional excursion to Hiroshima. Once
destroyed by an atomic bomb, this vibrant
city is now home to the beautiful Peace
Memorial Park. (B)

Day 12 Visit Hamarikyu Garden, Sensoji
Temple and the Imperial Palace Gardens.
(B & D)

Departures & prices per person

Day 6 Visit gardens and temples today,
followed by dinner with a maiko. (B & D)
Day 7 We explore Nara today followed by
an evening visit to Kodai-ji Temple. (B & L)

Day 13 Flight to London. (B & IF)

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner
IF: In flight

» Comfortable coach travel throughout

9 November		from £4,995
£1500

Single Supplement
Optional Excursion
(Hiroshima)		

£395

Tour code: BJPG

01334 766 513 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com

27

Return Address
Unit 4
Oakridge Office Park
Whaddon
Salisbury
SP5 3HT

ESSENTIALS COLLECTION
Introducing our brand new range of tours - includes no/low single supplements

H

ere at Brightwater, we know that great value for money is
very important to you when choosing your next holiday. As
always, we’ve been listening to your feedback about the rising
cost of travel and decided to create a brand new range of UKbased itineraries that we are calling our ‘Essentials’ collection.
Our 10 brand new itineraries can take you from the coastlines of
Cornwall to the stunning Norfolk Broads – for less. How? Well,
our Essentials holidays are more stripped back in terms of what
they include and offer more freedom than our classic range.
They also don’t include the services of a Tour Manager, but your
driver will of course be on hand to ensure your smooth transfer
and to point out areas of interest as we go.
Each holiday includes one day at leisure or the choice to join
an optional excursion for an additional fee, which gives you the
chance to control the pace of your break. Want to explore the
local area in your own time? Fine by us! Fancy hopping on our
coach to discover a garden or the historic sites to be found in
a nearby city? That’s fine, too! These holidays also include all
breakfasts and dinners throughout, but lunches will be up to you.

How to book

Call today: 01334 766 513

or visit our website:
brightwaterholidays.com
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PRICES FROM JUST £375
BATH, CHEDDAR & WEST SOMERSET
5 days | 18 August | from £475
TORQUAY, SOUTH DEVON & DARTMOOR
5 days | 21 August & 3 October | from £445
NORTHUMBERLAND, HADRIAN’S WALL, HOLY
ISLAND & ALNWICK CASTLE
5 days | 21 August & 25 September | from
£395
DELIGHTS OF THE LAKE DISTRICT
5 days | 1 September | from £475
RHS BRIDGEWATER & THE NORTHWEST
5 days | 4 September | from £475

CORNISH COASTLINES & THE EDEN PROJECT
5 days | 7 September & 9 October | from
£395
CHARMING COTSWOLDS
5 days | 15 September | from £495
SHAKESPEARE’S ENGLAND
5 days | 19 September | from £375
DURHAM & BEAMISH
5 days | 22 September | from £395
SOUTHERN COMFORT MISSISSIPPI PADDLE
BOAT & SEASIDE ESCAPE
5 days | 23 September | from £435

VIEW THE FULL COLLECTION
brightwaterholidays.com/essentials

