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TIME TO ENJOY A HOLIDAY
WELL WORTH WAITING FOR

It’s time. Time to pack a suitcase, time to chase a dream. Time to see new places, time to make new friends.
Time to relax, time to let someone else do the driving. It’s time - for a holiday!
As ever, we have developed a host of new holidays to complement our tried and tested favourites. Take a look at our two new
Scottish holidays, one based in Edinburgh and featuring the world famous Military Tattoo, the other taking you all around the
country, including a night aboard a beautifully appointed floating hotel. We also offer the opportunity to travel aboard the
luxurious Royal Scotsman train and we have another exciting train journey on offer in Ireland.
Our selection of river cruises has been expanded to include the ever popular Douro and Danube, along with the less well
known Vlatava and Elbe, all aboard comfortable, all-inclusive ships. There’s also a spectacular new rail-based holiday to
Switzerland to savour. Further afield, alongside our recently introduced birdwatching holidays, we have a brand new
destination in the Middle East, featuring Dubai, Abu Dhabi and the Miracle Garden.
With prices going up all around us, we are delighted to announce that many of our prices are staying
the same for 2023, in fact 60% of our holidays will be the same price as this year, at least until the
end of September. We are also working harder than ever to give you value for money, with a range
of holidays aimed at those whose holiday budget may be tighter than usual.
So please sit back, leaf through our fantastic selection
and let us take you on that well-earned holiday. It’s time!

Best wishes,
Alison Wilson
Managing Director

OVER 60%

OF 2023 TOURS
AT 2022 PRICES

How to book
Once you’ve finished browsing these pages at your leisure and you’re ready to treat yourself to a place on one of our
holidays, just get in touch and we’ll do the rest!
Give our Specialist Sales Executives a call from Monday to Friday between 9am and 6pm, on:

01334 766 509

Alternatively, send us an email to:

info@brightwaterholidays.com
For further details on any of the trips mentioned, including information on our day-by-day itineraries or full booking
conditions, please visit our website:

www.brightwaterholidays.com

Happy reading, and we look forward to hearing from you!
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TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR FANTASTIC

OFFERS

2023 HOLIDAYS AT 2022 PRICES
SAVE UP TO £300pp
PLUS – BEST EVER WINTER/SPRING SALE!

The price of everything seems to going up these days, but not your Brightwater holiday!
Well over half of the 2023 holidays in this brochure have prices the same or even lower than 2022,
saving you up to £300pp on anticipated full selling prices!
Additionally, if you are able to get away between January and March 2023, look out for some amazing savings –
the biggest discounts we have ever offered for the winter/spring season! So why not treat yourself
to a sensational value holiday in the New Year?
DISCOUNTS Terms & Conditions:
Both the ‘2023 Holidays at 2022 Prices’ and ‘Best-Ever Winter/Spring Sale’ discounts are available until 30 September 2022.
Maximum saving of £300pp applies to several holidays including Landscapes and Flora of Patagonia.

SECURE YOUR PLACE FOR JUST £1

When many of us are having to tighten our belts, it is comforting to know that you can secure your place on any
Brightwater holiday in this brochure for just £1 per person deposit! If your holiday departs in 2022, there is nothing
else to pay until your balance is due, 10 weeks prior to departure. If your holiday departs in 2023, a top-up deposit
(to the standard deposit amount) will be due on 30 September 2022.
£1 DEPOSIT Terms & Conditions:
Secure your place on any 2022 or 2023 Brightwater holiday for just £1. For 2022 departures, this is the only deposit to pay, with the holiday balance payable 10 weeks prior
to departure. For 2023 departures, a second ‘top-up’ deposit will be payable on 30 September 2022 (to the standard deposit level), and the remaining holiday balance due 12
weeks prior to departure. Excludes selected itineraries such as Lord of the Glens.

OR PAY-IN-FULL AND SAVE £100s!
Save up to £250pp on holidays featured in this brochure, departing throughout 2023,
if you book by 30 September 2022 and pay in full at time of booking.

PAY-IN-FULL Terms & Conditions:
Pay in full at time of booking and save from £25pp to £250pp depending on tour price and the cash amount payable after any vouchers, credit and other discounts have
been applied. Applicable on all new 2023 bookings, made up to and including 30 September 2022. Excludes Experience Days. If you have already made a booking on a tour
departing within this timeframe and not yet paid in full, you may still take advantage of this offer – call one of our Specialist Sales Executives to do so. Your monies are fully
protected and standard cancellation conditions apply.

HUNDREDS OF PLACES WITH
NO OR LOW SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

At Brightwater Holidays, we listen to our guests, many of whom feel that across the travel industry
single supplements are too high. We do not believe that solo travellers should be disadvantaged, and we
are always looking at ways of reducing or eliminating the single supplement on our holidays. As such, in this
brochure you’ll find a selection of itineraries and hundreds of places with low or no single supplement to pay.
LOW/NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT Terms & Conditions:
Low and no single supplement places feature on the tours badged accordingly in the brochure. A number of such places have been set aside on each tour, are offered subject
to availability and on a ‘first come, first served’ basis. When the set number of places have been sold, we reserve the right to revert to the standard single supplement.

All prices in this brochure are per person, unless otherwise stated, subject to change and will be confirmed upon enquiry.

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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WHY CHOOSE

BRIGHTWATER?

From start to finish, you’ll be well looked after by the awardwinning team here at Brightwater Holidays. Travelling aboard our
comfortable coaches in the company of people who share your
interests – whether it’s for gardens, stunning Scottish islands or
fascinating archaeology – we will take you to fabulous places in all
corners of the world.
Our friendly Tour Managers are always on hand to ensure that your
every need is met, our itineraries are designed by an incredibly
experienced team and at all times we put you, the guest, first. Your
comfort and enjoyment is at the heart of everything we do, and we
simply can’t wait to take you on a memorable holiday.
• Great value for money with coach travel, visits,
accommodation and most evening meals included as standard
• 30 years of experience and knowledge
• Unique and innovative holidays
• Exclusive access to private gardens and visits
• Well-planned, perfectly-paced itineraries with no hidden extras
• Friendly and authoritative tour managers

“Made to feel very welcome”
Guest on Thriplow's Daffodil Festival, March '22:
"I am a first-timer with Brightwater and I was impressed with the
professionalism of the tour manager who really made us all welcome
when we met the coach at Westminster. The itinerary was clear and
informative. My holiday was lovely and my two friends really enjoyed
their time away. Hopefully I can use you again next year."

• Professionally recognised partnerships
• Welcoming, friendly service from first contact
• Enjoy peace of mind with financial protection

AWARD

WINNERS

British Travel Awards
We were also thrilled towards the end of 2020 to receive a bronze
prize in the Best Small Coach Holiday Company category, something
that was voted for by our valued guests – we can’t thank you enough.

“I can reflect on an amazing trip”

You may also be interested to know that we have two nominations
in this year’s British Travel Awards, so do keep an eye out for our
upcoming campaign in July as we would love to count on your support
once again.

"Memorable in all aspects. I can now relax and reflect on the
amazing time spent with the tour group and the fantastic
knowledgeable, patient and helpful Julia Corden and our local guide
Margharita."

Guest on Gardens of Costa Rica, February '22:

“An outstanding experience”
Guest on Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides, March '22:
"We had an excellent, knowledgeable guide together with a careful
and outstanding diver, who greeted us with a broad, welcoming
smile. The chosen hotels were excellent, providing delicious food
and wonderful service. Thank you for an outstanding trip."
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CHOOSE YOUR

DEPARTURE POINT

ACROSS A VARIETY OF HOLIDAYS

We are continually listening to your
valued feedback to offer more local
pick-up points throughout the country
and continue to expand our network of
departure routes. Traditionally, all of our
tours in England and Wales have started
in London, while our Scottish tours
depart from the major cities of Glasgow
and Edinburgh, with additional pick-up
points en route such as Dunfermline,
Kinross, Perth and Inverness depending
on the final destination in each case. Full
information can be found on the relevant
tour pages or on our website.
If you choose one of our holidays that
explores sites and gardens around
England, our pick-up points such as
London, Reading, Swindon, Bristol and
High Wycombe make your journey fairly
straightforward as they tend to include
central locations that are easy to reach.
Choose either of our holidays that
discover north Wales, and you can decide
between London, Luton, Northampton,
Birmingham and Stoke.
Most of our Scottish tours will continue
to depart from the usual points within the
country as often the departure times are
dictated by ferry sailings, which would
necessitate an unreasonably early start
from the north of England. There is one
exception – our exciting new Edinburgh
Military Tattoo holiday, which picks up at
destinations around England, including
Leeds and Newcastle.

Regional Airports
UK regional airports offer a wide range of domestic flights with low‑cost airlines to the main
airports, and also offer the option to fly from your local airport to overseas destinations, so
do ask us to quote for connecting travel. Why not treat yourself to a first-class upgrade or
enjoy the comfort of an airport lounge? We can also organise airport parking, fast-track
security clearance or priority boarding.

Extra Hotel Nights
Don’t forget that if you have to travel to reach your departure point, we can arrange extra
nights hotel accommodation on either side of your holiday to make your journey that bit
more comfortable. A great opportunity to start your holiday even earlier.

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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PERSONALISE
YOUR HOLIDAY

When you travel with Brightwater Holidays, it is important that you enjoy every second of
your trip. This is why we offer a variety of ways in which you can tailor your holiday to best
fit your needs, and there are always things we can do to help.
Lots of previous travellers have tasked us with securing connecting flights to help them
reach their departure points and many more have requested flights from regional airports
to make their journeys easier. Should you wish to enhance your experience, we can also
sort out hotel room upgrades or help you to extend your time away. We can, where possible,
accommodate your requests for rooms with walk-in showers or ensuring they are on lower
floors – no question is too challenging and where we can, we will always do our best to
meet your needs.

EXTEND

PRE- OR POST-TOUR

If you want to explore more of what your chosen destination has to
offer, why not extend your trip by adding extra nights before or
after your tour.

ROOM AND CABIN

UPGRADES

Whether you want to treat yourself to a room with a sea view, sprawl out
in a junior suite or gaze across the water from an upper deck cabin, let us
know and we’ll do what we can to make it happen.

RAIL / AIR

CONNECTIONS

Many guests contact us to help them get to their departure points and
we can always book your rail travel or regional flights, should you require
them. We can also help you with airport parking, just get in touch to
discuss your needs.

EXTRA NIGHTS
EITHER SIDE

If you have to travel to reach your departure point, you may want to
take it easy with a night at a hotel on either side of your holiday either
in a relevant city or at an airport. We can help you to book this for a
supplement.

12
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POPULAR

TOUR MANAGERS

Here at Brightwater Holidays, our tour managers are an integral part of what we do. Many
of our valued guests enjoy their time in the company of our team so much that they go on
to choose other departures led by them in the future! To celebrate their personable nature,
dedication and hard work, we caught up with some of our most popular tour managers to
find out their most treasured moments and favourite destinations.

ALASTAIR

WALKER

A finalist for Wanderlust’s World Guide Awards Best Tour Leader
prize in 2021, Alastair has been with Brightwater since 2014 and
has many highlights from his time with us so far. He shared one
with us about visiting Fingal’s Cave, which he describes as “a
geologist’s dream destination”:
“Landing on Staffa to visit Fingal’s Cave is an experience that
many people savour as the highlight of a holiday on Mull. The
excursion boats try to come in under the shelter of the cave roof
before landing their passengers to explore this fascinating lump
of basalt which is a geologist’s dream destination. One can see
why it fascinated intrepid travellers such as Boswell & Johnson,
Mendelssohn and Queen Victoria in earlier centuries.”

TREVOR

EDWARDS

Having led over 50 tours for Brightwater since he started
working with us in 2014, the charismatic Trevor Edwards does
have a favourite destination to bring groups to and he shared
with us the place he loves the most:
“Not an easy question! I am going to ignore my home country of
Ireland, whose gardens are always on the favourite list. Thinking
outside of the island of Ireland, the things that influence my choice
are related to people. The combined experiences and friendships
with our guests, garden owners and the gardeners all contribute
to my choice of a favourite. The winner? New Zealand.”

14

Brightwater Holidays | Worldwide

TONY

RUSSELL

One of the country’s leading authorities on trees and shrubs,
Tony led his first tours for Brightwater back in 2003 and
explained to us that meeting the different people who enjoy
his holidays is without a doubt the best part of his job as Tour
Manager:
“Although it is always the gardens and plants that are my primary
focus, I think my favourite thing about leading Brightwater tours
has to be the people. I have met so many lovely people on tours
over the years, several that have become good friends to this day.
I particularly enjoy hearing about people’s backgrounds; everyone
has a story to tell and there is nothing better than after a long day
touring than settling down for a relaxed chat over a good meal –
preferably with a glass or two of good wine as well!”

PETER

YEOMAN

A specialist in archaeology, Peter loves communicating his
understandings of the past and sharing his enthusiasm with
Brightwater guests on tours all over the ancient world, as he has
done for the past seven years now. One moment he will never
forget happened on the Orkney Islands in Scotland and he told
us what made it so special:
“My most memorable moment was at the astonishing Ness of
Brodgar dig in Orkney. The group was given a barnstorming
personal tour by the charismatic director Nick Card. He revealed
some of the special finds just for us, including a beautiful
5,000-year-old stone axe, polished to reveal (what looked like) a
cosmic cloudscape. This is currently one of the star exhibits at the
blockbuster British Museum exhibition, The World of Stonehenge.
But Brightwater guests saw it first!”

MIKE

NELHAMS

First leading a tour group for Brightwater back in 1994, Mike has
gone on to take guests on holidays all over the world and truly
enjoys the social aspect of the trips, telling us:
“When taking a Brightwater tour anywhere it is the splendid
anticipation of both visiting new and exciting places as well as the
people you meet that come with you. It’s always nice to see old
friends and faces that have been with you before and to catch up
on their latest news – always in the knowledge that a new tour
brings new friends.”

MICHAEL

GILL

COLIN

CROSBIE

Celebrating his 10-year anniversary with Brightwater in 2023,
Colin first started with us when he was Curator of RHS Wisley.
Looking back over the past decade, he told us that his most
memorable moment came from a visit to Japan, a country he
feels is “like a second home” to him now:
“The first time I witnessed the cherry blossom in Japan it blew
me away and no photo can prepare you for the overwhelming
experience. I remember this tour with great fondness as I have
always had a great passion for Japanese plants, gardens and
culture.”

A Brightwater Holidays Tour Manager for 27 years now, the
personable Michael Gill remembers his first trip with us very
clearly as it was to France, where he took a group of lucky
guests to Monet’s beautiful gardens in Giverny:
“It was in 1995 - the very first Brightwater Tour to Monet’s garden,
and, I think I am correct in saying, the very first coach tour
sent by a British company to this wonderful venue. I have great
memories of that first tour, principally of course the garden itself
and the beautiful village of Giverny, but also the magnificence
of the hotel with its surroundings and service – the Château de
Montvillargenne. Chris Higgs, the coach driver from that tour, and
I have remained friends ever since and still meet up occasionally!”

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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FREQUENTLY ASKED

QUESTIONS

Where are your departure points?
Pick-up routes can be found on the individual holiday pages.

Can you help me get to a pick-up point?
Of course we can help with connecting rail travel, domestic flights or additional transport
to get you to and from your pick-up points, and we can also help organise pre- or post-tour
nights if required – please contact our Specialist Sales Executives for a personalised quote.

How fit and active do I need to be?
All holidays are given an activity level based on a variety of factors and you’ll find these
noted on our website.

Are visits or excursions included in the cost?
On the vast majority of our holidays, all featured visits or excursions are included. On certain
holidays, particularly cruises, some of the excursions may be optional, with prices starting
from just £20pp.

Can I request specific seats on the coach and is there a luggage
allowance?
Seats can be requested in any part of the coach, so please get in touch with our friendly
team to discuss any requirements you may have. There’s no fixed limit for luggage, but we
say one large suitcase to go in the luggage compartment and a smaller bag that you can
take onto the coach with you. For flight-inclusive holidays, a luggage allowance of at least
20kg is included as standard.

On overseas holidays can you arrange a different flight for me?
Whether you wish to fly out early or depart from a local airport, we can help. Please get in
touch with your specific requirements.

Will I receive more details before I travel?
You will receive detailed joining instructions around 10 days prior to your departure, but feel
free to contact us any time with questions.

Do you offer self-drive holidays?
We do indeed – tailored to your exact requirements! Find out more about this by contacting
our team.

Do I need to have travel insurance?
Travel insurance is required for all overseas holidays and is strongly recommended for UK
holidays. Please note that we no longer sell travel insurance so it is your own responsibility
to purchase cover but do work closely with Global Travel Insurance who will be happy to
provide you with a quotation (01903 235042).
Please see our website for more details:
www.brightwaterholidays.com/travel-insurance/

What’s your policy on masks, social distancing and testing
going forward?
We will follow any regulations or guidelines in place at the time of travel. Refer to our
website for the latest information.

Will my booking be financially protected?
All our tours are fully bonded and protected via the Civil Aviation Authority’s ATOL scheme
(flight-based holidays) or through ABTOT (for holidays that don’t include flights).

16
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PRIVATE GROUP

TRAVEL

Since our inception 30 years ago, we have provided tailor-made travel
arrangements for many private groups and societies, with a dedicated
Group Travel department providing a highly personal service.

tailor-made group travel

The itineraries and packages have been as varied as the groups
themselves, ranging from a short city break in Europe to an extended
tour of South Africa. Typically, our tours include all transportation,
accommodation and entry costs, visiting gardens, stately homes, art
galleries and other specialist attractions – depending on the group’s
individual requirements. On most occasions we also provide an
experienced Tour Manager, who will ensure the smooth running of the
holiday, leaving the group organisers free to relax and enjoy themselves.
We aim to fully understand the requirements of your group, so if you
are a group travel organiser or a group of friends, and would like some
advice or a quote, please contact our Private Groups Manager, Jenni
Duncan, who would be delighted to help tailor-make a package for
you. Jenni was named a finalist for Group Leisure & Travel’s prestigious
Excellence Award in 2021, which rewards brilliant service to group travel
organisers, so you’ll be in fantastic hands with her.
If you're organising a holiday for a small group of friends, a club of 40
or anything in between – we’ll find the visits and hotels that offer the
perfect fit. We can tailor-make an itinerary to suit your budget, style and
imagination – the possibilities are endless!

The Excellence Award
Our very own Jenni Duncan was recently shortlisted for Group
Leisure & Travel’s coveted Excellence Award. We are incredibly
proud of her for being named a finalist and the support
she received from previous clients to make it that far was
outstanding. Well done, Jenni!

Get in touch and get the ball rolling
Jenni Duncan is our Private Groups Manager and she would love to help plan your next group holiday.
Please get in touch by calling her on 01334 766 064 or emailing groups@brightwaterholidays.com to get
things started. You can also visit our website for some inspiration: www.brightwaterholidays.com
No matter what stage of planning you’re at, our team will be able to work with you every step of the way.

PEACE OF

MIND

Full financial protection
All our holidays are fully bonded and protected. The air holiday packages in this
brochure are ATOL Protected, since we hold an Air Travel Organiser’s Licence
granted by the Civil Aviation Authority. Our ATOL number is ATOL 4498. ATOL
protection does not apply to all holiday and travel services in this brochure.
Holidays without flights are protected by ABTOT. This means that in the unlikely
event of our insolvency, your holiday would be completed or refunded.
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ZERO

SINGLE SUPPLEMENTS

Here at Brightwater Holidays, we regularly ask for your feedback
and we always listen to what our guests have to say. One issue that
often comes up is that of single supplements. You’ve been telling
us that they are too high across the travel industry and that you feel
disadvantaged for travelling alone, so we put our heads together and
did something about it.
For 2022, we increased our single places by more than 33% and this
trend will continue into the new year as we have a broad range of
holidays available for 2023 with no or low single supplement to pay.

If you’re feeling adventurous, you may be delighted to learn that
our Birdwatching and Wildlife Safaris in Tanzania has no single
supplement to pay, making it a fabulous choice for the solo traveller,
and we also have a great selection of UK-based tours to choose from.
In addition to our fully escorted tours, our 'Essentials' collection offers
a wide range of UK-based short breaks with more freedom and many
at no or low single supplements. See page 32 for our full selection.
Our single supplement-free tours are clearly marked on
the relevant tour pages and indicated with this logo in
our Contents pages. We do hope to inspire you with the
holidays that are on offer throughout 2022 and 2023.

In the Footsteps of Robert Burns

Walking in the Outer Hebrides

Taking place just once a year, Burns Night is well worth
celebrating and our new Scottish holiday will help you do just
that. Highlights include a traditional Burns supper and a visit
to the Burns Mausoleum with an exclusive chance to view
important material in the Mitchell Library. See page 43.

Set out on a series of stimulating walks featuring some of the
finest vistas and most fascinating ancient monuments that the
Western Isles have to offer. Stroll along Luskentyre Beach, visit
the Standing Stones of Callanish and ramble among the ruins of
Carloway Broch. See page 59 for the full itinerary.

Private Gardens of
Caithness & Sutherland

Coastal Castles & Magnificent
Mansions of Dorset

The spectacular seascapes and wild lands of Caithness and
Sutherland are home to a surprising number of stunning gardens
and we visit a fabulous selection on this tour. See page 75.

From a nostalgic journey aboard the heritage Swanage Railway
to the opulent Venetian palace-inspired Kingston Lacy, this tour
showcases the best of this glorious county. See page 91.

Cultural Malta
Over five glorious days, we will explore the ancient megaliths
of Ħaġar Qim, enjoy afternoon tea in the opulent surroundings
of the Palazzo Parisio and venture inside the walled citadel of
Mdina. There are too many highlights to mention here, but find
them all on page 104.

Birdwatching & Wildlife Safaris in Tanzania
Embark upon a wonderful wildlife experience in Africa, which includes
visits to the Serengeti National Park, the Ngorongoro Conservation
area and Tarangire National Park. See page 130.

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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HORTICULTURAL

HIGHLIGHTS

There are many horticultural highlights that take place annually not just in
England, but around the world. We know that our Brightwater guests love
their gardens, so we have included a selection of fabulous holidays that
include the most celebrated events in the green-fingered calendar.

Philadelphia Flower Show
Hosted by the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society, the show
has been held since 1829. This festival brings together
landscapers, florists and garden designers who create the
most dazzling displays, and each year’s show has a theme.
Past themes have include “In Full Bloom” (2022), “Wonders
of Water” (2018) and “Habitat” (2021). Guests can also look
forward to flower arranging demonstrations, a fabulous
market and gardening talks. See page 144.

The RHS Chelsea Flower Show
Perhaps the world’s greatest flower show,
Chelsea is nothing short of an institution. It has
now returned to its usual May slot and visitors can
anticipate magnificent garden designs, extravagant
floral displays and great opportunities for shopping!
See page 69.

Thriplow's Daffodil Festival

Dutch Bulbfields in Spring

Once a year, the streets of the charming Cambridgeshire village of Thriplow
come alive with a welcome splash of colour. Its annual Daffodil Festival is a
real treat and, in addition to the floral displays, there are open gardens and
traditional rural events to enjoy. It began in 1969 when the local church needed
a roof repair. Residents of the village opened their gardens and made tea to
attract paying visitors, using the money to fix the damaged church roof. It was
such a success that they decided to do the following year – and it has remained
a popular fixture in village life there. See page 79.

Keukenhof is one of the world’s most legendary gardens thanks
to its seven million blooming bulbs in all different colours. With a
history dating back to the 15th century, the estate first opened
its gates as a spring park in 1950 after a group of exporters and
bulb-growers came up with a plan to exhibit there on a grand
scale a year earlier. 2023 will be the 74th edition of Keukenhof
and people flock from all over the world to this stunning site in the
Netherlands to see the vibrant tulips in bloom. See page 99.
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CASTLES

AND HOUSES

History is something that many of our Brightwater guests are
interested in, which is why we chose to expand our popular
collection of Castles and Houses holidays. Many of these unique
itineraries include exclusive access and private tours; they are
well-paced with no hidden extras and they also offer great value for
money, with coach travel, all visits and accommodation throughout
included – along with some extra special experiences such as
private dinners or afternoon teas.

Historic Houses of the Scottish Borders

Castles and Houses of Lincolnshire

Historic Houses of Aberdeenshire

Starting out at Belton Hall, we move on to visit historic houses
that include Tattershall House with its fabulous examples of
medieval brickwork, the homely Gunby Hall and Doddington Hall
with its notable gardens. We also visit sites in the city of Lincoln as
well as Grimsthorpe Castle. See page 89.

Our tour starts with a bang at Drum Castle, home to 700 years
of history, then it's on to Haddo House, Fyvie Castle and Crathes
Castle. Other highlights include a visit to HM The Queen's late
summer residence of Balmoral Castle and Scotland's most
elaborate Z-plan castle, Castle Fraser. See page 58.

Castles and Houses of the Cotswolds

Castles and Houses of Northumberland

This charming tour visits some of the Cotswolds' most famous
historic houses, including Blenheim Palace, Sudeley Castle and
Gardens and Hidcote Manor. We also visit Chavenage House,
which featured in the BBC's Poldark, along with Snowshill Manor
and Waddesdon Manor. See page 90.

Highlights on this tour of Northumberland's best historic homes
include the impressive Bamburgh Castle, the innovative house
at Cragside, Belsay Hall and Wallington House. We also explore
Alnwick Castle and take a trip to the holy island of Lindisfarne to
visit its castle and priory. See page 90.

This tour, which has no single supplement, explores Georgian
masterpieces at Mellerstain and Manderston, and delves into regal
connections at Traquair House. We also see Sir Walter Scott's
personal collections at Abbotsford, visit Floors Castle and have
lunch in the Victorian Kitchen at Thirlestane Castle. See page 55.

PREMIUM
It may come as no surprise that many of us are choosing to treat
ourselves where future holidays are concerned after so much time
spent at home – and our Premium collection offers a little taste
of luxury! These itineraries visit an array of glorious gardens and
historic houses in style, and can take you to a selection of beautiful
locations around the UK.

Great Gardens of Cornwall in the company of
Mike Nelhams
Join Mike Nelhams, Curator of Tresco’s Abbey Gardens, in Cornwall
for a very special experience featuring the gardens as well as the
people behind them. Visits come complete with personal counters
and include Heligan, Caerhays Castle, the Tregothnan Estate and
Tea Plantation and Abbey Gardens. See page 67.

Stately Homes and Seaside Castles of Norfolk
Travelling through rolling countryside, we visit the 500-year-old
Oxburgh Hall, the historic Castle Rising, the stunning Jacobean
mansion of Blickling Estate and Sandringham, where a special
experience awaits. We also ride aboard the North Norfolk
Heritage Railway and tour Mannington Hall with Lady Walpole
herself. See page 81.

Somerset and Dorset in Style
These neighbouring counties are home to wonderful houses and
gardens, and we visit Horn Park, East Lambook Manor Gardens
and a selection of private gardens. There is also lunch and a guided
tour at Minterne House with Lord Digby and exclusive access to the
gardens of Mapperton House with a cream tea. See page 80.
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HOLIDAYS UNDER

£750

From our best-selling Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides and our Classic Scottish Steam Break
to our exclusive Highgrove & the Cotswolds itinerary and our RHS Garden Bridgewater and
Gardens of the North West holiday, with Brightwater, being on a budget doesn’t mean you’re
limited in terms of choice!
The majority of our holidays under £750pp are four nights in duration and are mostly UK
based, but the visits included show that you’re getting fantastic value for money. To see the full
range, visit the following page on our website: brightwaterholidays.com/tours-under-750/

A Classic Scottish Steam Break
There's nothing quite like sitting back and enjoying passing
scenery from the comfort of a steam train and our Classic
Scottish Steam Break offers the chance to do just this in the
most magnificent of surroundings. Discover the full itinerary of
this, one of our best-selling holidays, on page 40.

Historic Houses of the Scottish Borders
Home to historic houses, ancient castles and stately homes, the
Borders allow us to sample a huge slice of Scottish history and
folklore in a short space of time. View this holiday on page 55.

Highgrove and the Cotswolds
Always wanted to wander around the organic gardens at
HRH The Prince of Wales' country home? Join this ever-popular
tour and make your dream a reality. With visits available upon
appointment only, we can take you to the grounds of Highgrove
to enjoy your own taste of royalty. See more on page 66.
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RHS Garden Bridgewater and
Gardens of the North West
After opening only last year, RHS Bridgewater has quickly become
a must-visit garden. Our tour includes a visit here along with time
at other public and private gardens nearby. A glorious display
awaits based on the overall design by leading landscape architect
and Chelsea Gold medal winner Tom Stuart-Smith. See page 68.

Spring Gardens in Surrey
Glasgow's Art Treasures
Reopened earlier this year after an extensive refurbishment,
Glasgow’s Burrell Collection now allows visitors to explore all
three floors in the building for the first time – and we can take
you. Other highlights include House for an Art Lover, Holmwood
House and Kelvingrove. See the full itinerary on page 62.

Private Gardens of Cornwall
Known for their variety and vibrancy, Cornwall's gardens are
always worth a visit and there are some stunning examples to
choose from. Our itinerary includes Lanhydrock, Bosvigo and
Marsh Villa, along with Caerhays Castle and the Tudor house of
Cothele. View this holiday on page 75.

Head off to Surrey in search of the first signs of life returning to
gardens after the long winter months. Visits include Winkworth
Arboretum, the Savill Garden with its rare plants arranged in
seasonal displays and RHS Garden Wisley, where we are treated
to an exclusive private dinner. See page 83.

Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides - 5 days
Taking the stress out of navigating the islands of the Outer
Hebrides independently, our five-day Grand Tour boasts
numerous highlights, which you'll find listed on page 38.

Gardens of Somerset and Dorset

Colours of the Lake District

Lose yourself in the timeless, restrained beauty of rural England
on this tour of neighbouring counties. Visits on this holiday
include Stourhead, the Yeo Valley Organic Garden, Forde Abbey,
Minterne, East Lambrook Manor, Tintinhull Gardens and Lytes
Cary Manor. Find out more on page 71.

One of the UK's most sought-after holiday destinations, the
Lake District is a real treat all year round. Our tour includes
visits to Beatrix Potter's farm house, William Wordsworth's
idyllic Dove Cottage and the splendid gardens of Sizergh Castle,
among others. View the full itinerary on page 73.
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BRAND NEW
TOURS

As with every new brochure, we are delighted to introduce a range of fabulous new holidays
for 2023. Now that both international and domestic travel are back on the cards on a grand
scale, we were excited to sit down and create a selection of new itineraries that would offer
the Brightwater experience in a new way. So, without further ado, we are proud to present our
new holidays, which can take you from Dubai's Miracle Garden to quintas and castles along
the Douro, and which include various methods of transport such as the Glacier Express and
the Royal Scotsman. We do hope you are as tempted by these holidays as we are.

No 4 Monasterevin - © Dave Collier

Emerald Isle Explorer
© Belmond

Royal Scotsman
Enjoy four memorable nights aboard the Belmond Royal
Scotsman, soaking up spectacular scenery as you journey
onwards from Edinburgh. Highlights, besides the method of
transport, include a visit Ballindalloch Castle, the Isle of Skye
and Kilbryde Castle and Gardens. Find out more on page 46.

This tour combines steam travel in atmospheric vintage
carriages with beautiful countryside, vibrant cities, charming
hotels and great food and wine – making your holiday a
memorable one. There are also many fabulous visits throughout,
which you'll find more details about on page 77.

In the Footsteps of Gertrude Jekyll
This tour celebrates the achievements of Gertrude Jekyll, paying
visits to gardens that include Durmast House, Hestercombe,
Loseley Park, East Lambrook, Gravetye Manor and Upton Grey
Manor House. We also visit Munstead Wood, where Jekyll lived
until her death in 1932. See more on page 76.
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Castles, Kilts, Drums and Drams Edinburgh Military Tattoo

Porto and the Dazzling Douro River

As its name suggests, the highlight of this tour is our evening
at the Edinburgh Military Tattoo, complete with fireworks and
performances set against the backdrop of the city's castle.
Elsewhere, we visit the Palace of Holyroodhouse, Scone Palace
and the Scotch Whisky Experience. See page 48 for more.

This eight-day tour includes a five-night river cruise along the
Douro aboard the MS Amalia Rodrigues. Excursions throughout
range from a walking tour of Porto to a visit to Mateus Palace
and Gardens, and from Guimaraes Castle to quintas, where can
explore the port produced here. See more on page 98.
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Dubai, Abu Dhabi and the Miracle Garden
Explore this intriguing region with visits to the modern downtown
area of Dubai, the Saruq Al Hadid archaeological site and, of
course, the breathtaking Miracle Garden with its over 150 million
flowers in bloom. See page 129 for more.

Voyage Along the Vltava and Elbe
The delightful charms of Bohemia await as we cruise along
the Vltava and Elbe rivers aboard the MS Elbe Princesse II.
Highlights on this seven-day tour include Prague's Botanical
Gardens, Nelahozeves Castle and the Troja Château. View the
full itinerary on page 100.

Delightful Danube
Hop aboard the charming MS L'Europe for an eight-day cruise
that explores sites along the Danube. We enjoy a walking tour
of the Croatian city of Osijek, a visit to the University Botanical
Gardens in the ancient city of Pecs and the fantastic ELTE
Botanical Gardens with its orchids and cacti. See page 101.

Highlights of Scotland
Over eight glorious days, discover some of Scotland's true
highlights as we make our way from Glasgow to Edinburgh,
making some fabulous stops as we go. Indulge in a chocolate
tasting session, visit the Blair Athol whisky distillery, tour the
Palace of Holyroodhouse and much, much more. See page 49.

Great Rail Journeys of Switzerland:
The Glacier Express
Two wish-list worthy rail journeys await on this spectacular
eight-day tour, which also includes a cruise on Lake Geneva to
the medieval Château de Chillon and more aboard the Glacier
Express and Golden Pass. See page 106.
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LONG HAUL
TOURS

The spirit of adventure is something that can take over at any point and when you next feel
like treating yourself to the holiday of a lifetime, we can help. We have a fantastic selection
of long-haul holidays on offer that can take you from the precariously perched Tiger’s Nest
monastery in Bhutan to the cherry blossom-lined streets of Japan. Why not broaden your
horizons the next time you travel and treat yourself to a long-haul escape?

Gardens of Barbados
Gaze out across the sweeping vistas of Cherry Tree Hill, watch the
monkeys at the Andromeda Botanical Garden and explore George
Washington House. We also pay a visit to Hunte’s Garden, where
the owner introduces us to his multidimensional mix of dark, native
jungle and sunny, wide open spaces. See page 132.

Flora and Fauna of Madagascar
Explore this, the world's fourth-largest island, and discover its
bewildering array of flora and fauna. We explore the Berenty Private
Reserve with its 'spiny desert' habitat, we discover different species of
lemur in their natural environment and we spend time in the rainforest
of the Andasibe-Mantadia National Park on this 15-day adventure. See
page 126.
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Gardens and Wildlife of Western Canada

Birdwatching in Costa Rica

Starting in Vancouver, we pay visits to the Dr Sun Yat-Sen
Classical Chinese Garden, the spectacular Van Dusen Botanical
Garden and the UBC Botanical Garden. We also head out along
the coastline in search of whales and black bears, visit the Tofino
Botanical Gardens and enjoy a tour of Vancouver. See page 146.

Home to at least 923 different bird species, there is perhaps no
better place to visit than Costa Rica for a tour centred around
our feathered friends. Accompanied by a birdwatching expert, we
explore fantastic national parks and discover a range of habitats in
order to spot as many species as possible. See page 124.
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Chile: A Botanical Adventure
In Chile, the flora has become isolated and the physical, climatic
and biological factors found within the country have contributed
to a unique flora. This exciting itinerary includes three nights
in the heart of the Torres del Paine National Park, where we
explore the great Patagonian steppe landscape. Other highlights
include La Campana National Park and higher altitudes of the
Parque Andino Juncal. See page 142.

Seasonal Gardens of Japan
Travel aboard the iconic bullet train, visit the historic town of
Omihachiman, take a cruise beneath Mount Fuji’s snow-capped
peaks on Lake Ashi, and embark upon an optional excursion to
Hiroshima and its Peace Memorial Park. This tour also includes
dinner with a maiko - an apprentice geisha - in traditional costume.
Choose our spring departures for cherry blossom or November for
vibrant autumn colours. See page 120.

Australian Gardens, Landscapes and
Iconic Cities with Mike Nelhams
Garden lovers will rejoice in visits to the private gardens of Monaro
High Country, the Wollongong Botanic Gardens and Melbourne’s
highly acclaimed Royal Botanic Gardens. A classic sightseeing
tour awaits in Sydney, where highlights include the Opera House
and a harbour dinner cruise, and we can also enjoy an optional
wine-tasting experience in the Margaret River region. A stopover in
Singapore will break the journey in style. See page 148.

Birdwatching and Wildlife Safaris in Tanzania
There will be game drives in both the Tarangire and Lake Manyara
national parks, a game drive that spans a day and a half in the legendary
Serengeti National Park and a chance to descend into the Ngorongoro
Crater, home to numerous large feline species. We should also catch
a glimpse of endangered Tanzanian species such as the grey-rumped
spurfowl, Fischer’s lovebird and the rufous-tailed weaver. See page 130.

Gardens of Mauritius
Our exploration here will reveal trees that will be the last of their
kind in existence: giant waterlillies, colourful cannas and heliconias.
We will witness outstanding conservation work with almost extinct
plants and animals, and there will be time to enjoy our hotel’s
facilities along with the area’s stunning beaches. See page 134.

Bhutan and Nepal
In April we see masses of rhododendrons in their natural habitat
while our October tour is centred around the Jambay Lhakhang
Drup Festival, a remarkable event marked with a host of colourful
ritual dances. We also enjoy excursions and gentle hikes, which
take us to the most scenic areas - including the remarkable
Tiger’s Nest Monastery. We even take the opportunity to spend a
few days in captivating Kathmandu in Nepal. See page 127.

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com

29

30

Brightwater Holidays | Worldwide

EXPERIENCE
DAYS

A BITE-SIZED TASTER OF THE FULL BRIGHTWATER HOLIDAYS EXPERIENCE
While a full-length tour is always a treat, sometimes an immersive
day out is enough to give us that sense of escapism a holiday
offers. With this in mind, we have created a range of Experience
Days, many of which offer activities not normally available to the
public.

Prefer a bit of horticulture? How about a chance to explore the
stunning gardens of Dumfries and Galloway in September or
choose to enjoy a day at Batsford Arboretum in the Cotswolds
this autumn complete with a tree identification session and a
tree-planting demonstration?

We have a fabulous collection still available for 2022 and they are
all UK-based, meaning you won’t have to travel too far in order to
enjoy them. Pre- and post-Experience Days accommodation can
also be arranged to make the most of your trip.

We are also offering an exciting day at Kent’s Lullingstone
Castle, led by none other than horticulturist Tom Hart Dyke, a
modern day plant-hunter who was held captive for nine months
by Colombian guerrillas in 2000. On his release, he created the
amazing World Garden of Plants, which he will also lead us round.

For the artistically inclined among us (or simply the creative!),
there are is a hands-on embroidery and embellisment day, led by
a talented embroidery artist who will guide you through two twohour workshop sessions in York.

And finally, there’s an Experience Day that focuses on the history
of ship-building, which is held at Glasgow’s award-winning
Riverside Museum.
All that’s left to do is decide what tickles your fancy and book
your place!

If you're an art or history lover, why not join us at the Kelvingrove
Art Gallery and Museum, which played a prominent part in
COP26, for a day that delves into Scotland's heritage and
Britain's incredible art, which is led in part by one of the curators.

For more information please visit
www.brightwaterholidays.com/tours/experience-days/

Gardens of Dumfries & Galloway with Colin Crosbie
Enjoy a seasonal day out, paying visits to gardens that include visits to Colin’s own garden plus
others such as Threave Gardens and Corsock House. 13th October 2022 from £99pp.

Lullingstone Castle, Kent
Treat yourself to a garden tour and talk hosted by Tom Hart Dyke, the creator of the incredible
World Garden of Plants at Lullingstone Castle in Kent. 13th September 2022 from £99pp.

Batsford Arboretum
Join tree expert Tony Russell at Batsford Arboretum for a practical identification session, guided
tour of the collection and tree planting demonstration. 11th October 2022 from £135pp.

Scottish History & British Art at the Kelvingrove Gallery & Museum
Join us at the Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum for an unforgettable day of educational
discovery in the expert company of one of the curators. 13th September 2022 from £95pp.

Glasgow Riverside Museum featuring the SS Athenia
Join us at the Riverside Museum for a memorable day discovering the history of shipbuilding,
trains and trams in Glasgow. 14th September 2022 from £95pp.

Egyptian Discovery at Chiddingstone Castle
Step back in time to ancient Egypt on this day that includes an introductory talk hosted by the
curator of the extensive Egyptian collection. 5th October 2022 from £75pp.

The Gardens of Scone Palace with Brian Cunningham
Spend a day in the company of BBC's Beechgrove Garden presenter Brian Cunningham, which
includes a tour and talk along with a practical workshop. 20th September 2022 from £99pp.

RHS Hyde Hall
A private tour of the garden, with its mix of traditional and modern styles, is followed by a talk
on future plans and behind-the-scenes access with the curator. 4th October 2022 from £79pp.

The Art of Hand Embroidery & Embellishment
Join contemporary embroidery artist Jessica Grady for a workshop-rich masterclass on hand
embroidery and embellishments. 25th November & 14th December from £99pp.
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essentials collection
MORE FREEDOM FOR LESS
Here at Brightwater, we know that great value for money is very important to you when
choosing your next holiday. As always, we’ve been listening to your feedback about the
rising cost of travel and decided to create a brand new range of UK-based itineraries that
we are calling our ‘Essentials’ collection.
Now that many of us are returning to our much-missed holidays, we may find that we’re
facing rising prices, but our new range of trips should help you to get around this issue as
they start from just £375pp for a four-day break. What’s more, three of our new tours have
no single supplements to pay at all and the remaining seven all have low single supplements
from just £60pp – ideal for the solo and budget-conscious traveller!
Our 10 charming itineraries can take you from the coastlines of Cornwall to the stunning
Norfolk Broads – for less. How? Well, our Essentials holidays are more stripped back in
terms of what they include and offer more freedom than our classic range. They also don’t
include the services of a Tour Manager, but your driver will of course be on hand to ensure
your smooth transfer and to point out areas of interest as we go.
Each holiday includes one day at leisure or the choice to join an optional excursion for
an additional fee, which gives you the chance to control the pace of your break. Want to
explore the local area in your own time? Fine by us! Fancy hopping on our coach to discover
a garden or the historic sites to be found in a nearby city? That’s fine, too! These holidays
also include all breakfasts and dinners throughout, but lunches will be up to you. So,
whether you want to grab a quick sandwich on the go or would prefer to savour something
a bit more special, it’s entirely your choice.
Among our new itineraries you will find a tour devoted to sites associated with William
Shakespeare, a holiday in the Lake District that includes a cruise on Lake Windermere and
a break that delves into the history of Hadrian’s Wall in this, it’s 1,900th anniversary year. We
hope you enjoy browsing our new holidays and we can’t wait to welcome you.

The following pages offer a summary of our itineraries but for full details
request our brochure by calling 01344 766 509 or visit

www.brightwaterholidays.com/tours/essentials-collection/
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Cornish Coastlines & the Eden Project
From our base in Newquay, we will enjoy a full day at the Eden
Project, visit the vibrant fishing town of Padstow and wander
around Charlestown’s harbour. There is also a day at leisure
or the chance to join our optional excursion to Penzance and
St. Ives. No single supplement. Departs 7th September, 9th
October 2022, 31st March, 17th October 2023.

Bath, Cheddar & West Somerset
This holiday, based at a hotel in Taunton throughout, includes
a scenic drive through Cheddar Gorge, a visit to WestonSuper-Mark and time to explore the city of Bath. Our optional
excursion will see you travel through Exmoor National Park
and ride aboard the West Somerset Railway. Low single
supplement. Departs 20th April, 4 May 2023.

Shakespeare’s England
Staying in historic Stratford-on-Avon for three nights, we
visit Shakespeare’s Birthplace and Anne Hathaway’s cottage,
and there’s either a day at leisure or an optional excursion to
Warwick that includes a visit to Kenilworth Castle. Low single
supplement. Departs 19th September 2022, 10th April, 1st May,
18th September 2023.

Delights of the Lake District
Based in the Lake District National Park, we enjoy highlights
such as a ride aboard the Lakeside and Haverthwaite Railway,
a cruise on Lake Windermere and visits to Grasmere and
Coniston. We can also choose between a day at leisure or an
optional excursion to Keswick and Cockermouth, visiting the
National Trust’s Wordsworth House and Garden. No single
supplement. Departs 5th June, 9th July, 31st August 2023.

Torquay, South Devon and Dartmoor
Join us in Torquay for a five-day tour that visits Castle Drogo
and Dartmoor National Park, and also includes a day at leisure
to enjoy the English Riviera. There is an optional excursion
on offer to Buckfastleigh, where we can ride aboard the
South Devon Railway and visit Greenway House, where
Agatha Christie spent time with friends and family. No single
supplement. Departs 3rd October 2022, 8th April, 21st July, 10
August 2023.
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5 DAYS FROM

£395

5 DAYS FROM

£445

5 DAYS FROM

£375

5 DAYS FROM

£495

5 DAYS FROM

£445

5 DAYS FROM

£495

RHS Bridgewater & the Northwest
Visits on this five-day break include the recently opened
RHS Garden Bridgewater and the Tudor manor house of
Bramall Hall. We can also enjoy a free day to explore or
relax at leisure or we can instead join the optional excursion
to the Ness Botanic Gardens and to Liverpool. Low single
supplement. Departs 23rd April, 16th June, 27th July, 3rd
September 2023.

RHS Bridgewater © RHS Neil Hepworth

5 DAYS FROM

£395

5 DAYS FROM

£495

5 DAYS FROM

£395

5 DAYS FROM

£435

Northumberland, Hadrian’s Wall, Holy
Islands and Alnwick Castle
This year marks the 1,900th anniversary of Hadrian’s Wall,
so what better time to visit? In addition to discovering this
legendary fortification, we explore the island of Lindisfarne,
Alnwick Castle, Vindolanda and Chester’s Fort. There is also
a free day or an optional excursion to Durham and Crook Hall.
Low single supplement. Departs 25th September 2022, 23rd
April, 7th May, 23rd July, 24th September 2023.

Charming Cotswolds
Visits range from Bourton-on-the-Water and Stow-onthe-Wold to the National Trust property of Snowshill. We
also enjoy a steam journey along the Gloucestershire and
Warwickshire Railway, and there’s a day at leisure or an
optional excursion to Worcester. Low single supplement.
Departs 15 September 2022, 20th April, 15th June, 14th
September 2023.

Durham & Beamish
This holiday visits the city of Durham, the medieval manor
house of Crook Hall, the coastal town of Whitby and then
HM Bark Endeavour Experience. There is also a free day or the
chance to join our optional excursion to the Beamish Living
Museum. Low single supplement. Departs 22nd September
2022, 13th April, 22nd June, 14th September 2023.

Southern Comfort Paddle Boat &
Seaside Escape
Enjoy visits to the Norwich Castle Museum and Art Gallery, the
seaside town of Great Yarmouth and Horning, where we board
the Southern Comfort Mississippi Paddle Boat for a trip along
the Norfolk Broads. We also have a free day or an optional
excursion to Cromer and Sheringham, where guests board the
North Norfolk Railway. Low single supplement. Departs 23rd
September 2022, 8th April, 15th June, 3rd August 2023.
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Kirkwall

Lerwick

Wick
Stornoway

Ullapool

Inverness

Portree

Aberdeen
Mallaig
Fort William
Glencoe
Dundee

Oban

Cupar
Stirling
Edinburgh
Glasgow

Hawick

Ayr

Dumfries
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Carlisle

INTRODUCING

SCOTLAND

From wild and remote landscapes to amazing whisky distilleries, and
from 5,000-year-old standing stones to remarkable beaches,
Scotland really does have it all. A country that defies simple definition,
it offers the curious visitor many unforgettable experiences as well as
awe-inspiring encounters with nature. We have a fabulous range of
holidays on offer that explore its many highlights.

Highlights of Orkney and Shetland
As you may know, some things just work better in pairs – and
Orkney and Shetland are no exception. Visiting one without the
other is a real shame, so book a place on our twin-centre tour to
discover the highlights of both. From wildlife to archaeology and
from history to culture – and not forgetting the natural beauty
– see page 50 to join us.

A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides

A Classic Scottish Steam Break
There's nothing like evoking the golden age of travel with a trip aboard a
steam train, but add in Scottish landscapes and one of the country's
architectural marvels and it's a whole other experience entirely. There's
a reason this holiday is one of our best-sellers, see page 40 for more and
treat yourself to a place on this iconic tour.

It's true, some of our islands can be a little tricky to
navigate independently, but they're oh so worth a visit!
This is why we put together our Grand Tour of the
Outer Hebrides, which takes you to a fabulous
selection and allows you to enjoy the journey without
worrying about connecting ferries or how to get
around. Call us biased, but the Outer Hebrides should
be on everyone's travel wish-list. Home to white sand
beaches that wouldn't look out of place in the
Caribbean, ancient standing stones with stories to tell
and archaeological sites that reveal this part of
Scotland's historic past, there really is something for
every traveller here. See page 38.

Gardens of Dumfries & Galloway

Morpeth

Tucked away in Scotland's south-western corner you'll find
Dumfries and Galloway, a part of the country that also just so
happens to be home to some of the most incredible gardens.
From those at Broughton House and Drumlanrig Castle, to
the unique Crawick Multiverse and more classic Dumfries
House, there is much to explore here. See page 63 for our
holiday that also features the wonderfully exotic Logan
Botanic Gardens.

Newcastle
01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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A GRAND TOUR OF THE

OUTER HEBRIDES

5 & 6 DAYS

5 DAYS FROM

£725

								

W

hether you choose our 5 or 6 day itinerary, our best-selling grand tour takes in
all the beauty and diversity of this very special environment with ten different
islands and four ferry trips included. Two comfortable hotels ensure that this holiday
is as relaxing as possible while at the same time offering great variety and the sense
of a true journey of discovery which will live long in the memory. Our odyssey begins
as we travel via Glencoe, Fort William and Glenfinnan to Mallaig. From here we
take the ferry to Lochboisdale in South Uist and cross the causeway to Benbecula,
the ‘stepping stone’ between the Uists. From here we visit the islands of Eriskay,
Vatersay and Barra.

» Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: two
nights at the Dark Island Hotel and two
nights at the Cabarfeidh Hotel, Stornoway
(one dinner and one breakfast served on
board the ferry)
» Comfortable coach travel throughout and
all ferry crossings

A captivating journey follows as we travel by ferry from North Uist and on through
the magnificent mountain scenery of Harris, the rolling moorland of Lewis, and
on to Stornoway. We continue with visits to the Standing Stones of Callanish, the
tranquil little Norse Mill and the distinctive Black Houses at Gearrannan.

» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

Your Itinerary - 5 days

Departures & Prices per person

Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Perth, Kinross, Dunfermline,
Edinburgh, Glasgow) and head to Mallaig.
We catch a ferry to Lochboisdale, enjoying
dinner on board before continuing to
Benbecula. (D)
Day 2 We head for Barra, travelling via
Eriskay. Upon arrival, we tour the island and
board a boat to Kisimul Castle. Next, we
visit Cockleshell Beach with its unique
airport runway and then it’s on to Vatersay,
with its brilliant white beaches. (B & D)
Day 3 A ferry takes us from Berneray to
Leverburgh on the Isle of Harris. Here, we
visit St. Clement’s Church at Rodel, built
on top of an earlier structure in the 16th
century. Later, our journey continues and
we make our way to Lewis and our hotel,
located in Stornoway. (B & D)
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Day 4 After breakfast, we head to the
5,000-year-old Standing Stones of
Callanish and the visitor centre. From
here, we move on to the Black Houses of
Gearrannan and Norse Mill at Shawbost, a
reconstruction of the type of grain mill used
originally by Viking settlers and by islanders
up until the 1930s. A short walk past a small
lochan leads to two beautifully restored
little thatched buildings with a fine view to
the ocean beyond. (B & D)
Day 5 This morning we check out of
the hotel and take the early morning
Caledonian MacBrayne ferry from
Stornoway to Ullapool. From here, we
return to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Services of a professional tour manager

2022
10 September

£895

20 September

£895

12 October

£695

2023
28 March

£775

£725

30 March

£775

£735

11 April

£820

£795

30 May

£875

£850

29 September

£875

£850

3 October

£820

£795

Single Supplement

£200
Tour code: BGTO

Callanish Standing Stones

6 DAYS FROM

£870
Your Tour Includes - 6 days
» Five nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast:
two nights at the Dark Island / Isle of
Benbecula Hotel and three nights at the
Cabarfeidh Hotel, Stornoway (one dinner
and one breakfast served on board the
ferry)
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel and all ferry
crossings
» Services of a professional tour manager

Lews Castle

Departures & Prices per person

Your Itinerary - 6 days
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Perth, Kinross, Dunfermline,
Edinburgh, Glasgow) for Mallaig, where we
take the ferry to Lochboisdale, with dinner
served on board. On arrival we continue to
our hotel in Benbecula. (D)
Day 2 We drive south to the island of
Eriskay and continue by ferry to Barra. On
our tour of the island we will see Kisimul
Castle; Cockleshell Beach, which serves
as the island’s runway, and Vatersay with
its amazing beaches of white sand and
turquoise sea. (B & D)
Day 3 We travel north today as we take the
ferry from Berneray to Leverburgh on the
isle of Harris, visiting to St Clement’s
Church at Rodel before continuing through
the mountains to Lewis and our hotel in
Stornoway. (B & D)

2022 - Benbecula to Stornoway
Day 4 The 5,000-year-old Standing
Stones of Callanish, Black Houses of
Gearrannan and Norse Mill at Shawbost
await us today. (B & D)
Day 5 We visit Lews Castle and Museum
and St. Columba’s Ui Church, one of the
most important archaeological sites in the
area. We then see the Port of Ness and the
Butt of Lewis, home to the Stevenson
lighthouse. (B & D)

27 Sep

£1,075

2023
25 April

£1,015

£990

23 May

£1,125

£1,050

20 June

£1,155

£1,080

22 August

£1,155

£1,080

11 October

£935

£910

Day 6 We take an early ferry to Ullapool
and return to our original pick-up points. (B)

2023 - Stornoway to Benbecula
3 April

£975

£950

The Stornoway to Benbecula itinerary
operates in reverse, with two nights in
Stornoway and three nights in Benbecula.

4 June

£1,145

£1,070

£895

£870

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

27 October
Single Supplement

£200

Tour code: BGTB/BGTS
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A CLASSIC

SCOTTISH STEAM BREAK
4 DAYS FROM

£595

The Jacobite steam train

S

team locomotion has an enduring fascination for many of us and combined with the wonderful scenery of Scotland it
becomes utterly irresistible. The Jacobite steam train, from Fort William to Mallaig, is one of the longest steam-hauled rail
journeys available in Britain today, an 84‑mile round trip through some spectacular scenery that also includes the 21‑arch
Glenfinnan Viaduct. A gentler pace is set as we sail ‘Doon ra Watter’ on the world’s last seagoing paddle steamer,
the PS Waverley, still elegantly plying her trade on the Clyde. There can be no better way to enjoy the gentle beauty of the Argyll
hills and the Kyles of Bute than from the deck of this grand old lady. We also enjoy a relaxed and informative cruise on the calm
waters of Loch Katrine amid the spectacular scenery of the Trossachs and a boat trip on the Falkirk Wheel, the world’s first
rotating boat lift and a modern engineering marvel. We offer two different packages for this tour following the same itinerary: one
staying at the Arrochar Hotel and one staying at the Stirling Highland Hotel.
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The Waverley

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Aberdeen, Stonehaven,
Forfar, Dundee, Perth, Edinburgh) and travel
to the Falkirk Wheel, the world’s first
rotating boat lift. We enjoy spectacular
scenery as the wheel makes its ascent to
join the Union Canal 35m above. We sail
along the canal and under the Antonine
Wall, the Romans’ most northern frontier,
and explore the visitor centre. We continue
to our hotel for dinner. (D)
Day 2 Today is long but rewarding as we
journey back in time aboard the Jacobite
steam train and experience one of the
most spectacular railway journeys in the
world, the Fort William to Mallaig line.
From the slopes of Ben Nevis, the line runs
through rugged mountains, past sea and
inland lochs and on to the shores of the
Atlantic at Mallaig. The route also takes us
over the Glenfinnan Viaduct overlooking
Loch Shiel, where Bonnie Prince Charlie
raised his standard in 1745. There is time to
enjoy lunch (not included) in Mallaig. (B & D)

Day 3 Today we sail on the world’s last
seagoing paddle steamer, The Waverley*,
built in 1946 to replace the 1899 Waverley,
which was sunk at Dunkirk. We leave the
ship at Tighnabruaich and our coach will
take us back to the hotel, travelling by the
“Rest and Be Thankful”. (B & D)
Day 4 Following breakfast we cruise on
Loch Katrine, set among the Trossachs. We
continue by Aberfoyle, the Duke’s Pass and
Loch Venachar to Callander, where free
time awaits before we return to our original
pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner
Please note that the itinerary is subject to the
Waverley's sailing schedule.

Stirling Highland Hotel
» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at
the Stirling Highland Hotel
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
£675

2023

» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at
the Arrochar Hotel, Loch Long
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
14 October		

£595

2023
20 April

£595

£570

14 April

£655

£630

11 May

£635

£610

19 May

£725

£700

22 June

£695

£670

29 June

£725

£700

6 July

£695

£670

13 July

£735

£710

10 August

£695

£670

3 August

£745

£720

24 August

£695

£670

13 October

£695

£670

12 October

£635

£610

Single Supplement
Bracklinn Falls, Callander

Arrochar Hotel

Your Tour Includes

Your Tour Includes

13 October		

Loch Katrine

from £120
Tour code: BSTH

Single Supplement

from £90
Tour code: BSTB
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ANCIENT STONES OF THE

OUTER HEBRIDES

I

5 DAYS FROM

£950

n about 1800 BC, at around the time that the Middle Kingdom of Ancient
Egypt was flourishing, an equally vigorous civilisation was leaving its mark
on the far flung islands of the Outer Hebrides. In the company of a specialist guide
we will tour a succession of sites, from Lewis in the north to Harris in the south.
Highlights include the Bosta Iron Age Village and St Clement's Church at Rodel.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Depart from our designated pick-up
points (Glasgow, Edinburgh, Dunfermline,
Kinross, Perth, Inverness) and head north to
Ullapool to catch the early evening ferry to
Stornoway and our centrally located hotel. (D)
Day 2 We cross to the island of Great
Bernera, where we visit Bosta Iron Age
Village. From here we travel to the 5,000
year old Standing Stones of Callanish. In
the afternoon we visit St Columba’s Ui
Church and Lews Castle. (B)
Day 3 Following breakfast we travel south
to Harris, which in contrast to the rolling
moorland of Lewis is more mountainous
and fringed by superb white sandy beaches.
Here we visit St Clement’s Church at
Rodel, whose tombs are among the most
spectacular in Scotland, followed by the

Genealogy Centre at Northton, a chance
to learn how island communites have
evolved over the centuries. We continue to
the ancient standing stone known as Clach
Mhic Leoid, which overlooks the island of
Taransay. (B)
Day 4 Today we discover the stunning
scenery of Lewis as we take a journey
through time from the Bronze and Iron Ages
to the days of Norse settlement and the
more recent past. Visits include Carloway
Broch, Black Houses, Norse Mill and the
standing stone Clach an Trushal. (B)
Day 5 We take the ferry from Stornoway to
Ullapool then continue our journey home
and return to our original pick-up points. (B)

Standing Stones of Callanish

Your Tour Includes
» Four nights' bed & breakfast at the 3-star
Royal Hotel, Stornoway
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout and
all ferry crossings
» Services of an archaeological expert as
tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
23 April

£985

£960

18 June

£1,015

£990

Single Supplement 

from £160
Tour code: BAOH

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

UP

HELLY AA

W

5 DAYS FROM

£995

ander through the streets of Lerwick at the end of January and
it’s likely to be nothing short of a unique experience. Squads of
very large, bearded Vikings, resplendent in gleaming chain-mail and winged
helmets can be seen carrying a 30ft longship, which is fated to be ceremoniously
set alight. As the sky over Lerwick shimmers with heat and light, fireworks
explode, brass bands play and the gloom of winter is lifted for another year - this
is Up Helly Aa Festival.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
departure points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth, Dundee, Forfar)
and travel to Aberdeen the overnight ferry
to Lerwick. (D)
Day 2 After breakfast on board, we depart
on a full day tour of mainland Shetland,
including visits to Scalloway, the original
capital of Shetland, and the Prehistoric and
Norse settlement of Jarlshof. (B & D)
Day 3 We travel to Lerwick, where you are
free to explore at your leisure and view the
various activities associated with the
Up Helly Aa festival. Keep an eye out for
the various ‘squads’ of ‘guizers’ in their
fancy dress. As darkness falls, the squads
begin to assemble for the torchlight parade.
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Up Helly Aa festival

Your Tour Includes
Eventually, a procession of 1,000 men
snakes its way through the streets, carrying
aloft flaming brands of paraffin-soaked
hessian and carrying the superbly crafted
galley, which will be ceremoniously burned
in the spectacular finale to the day’s events.
(B & D)
Day 4 We set off for the northerly isles of
Yell and Unst, travelling through Girlsta
and Tingwall, and enjoying the views from
Saxa Vord Hill. We then return to Lerwick
and take the overnight ferry back to
Aberdeen (B & D)
Day 5 Disembark in Aberdeen and return to
our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Four nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast:
two nights at the 3-star Busta House
Hotel and two nights in a two-berth inside
cabin on board Serco Northlink Ferries
(outside cabins at a supplement -£55)
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2024
28 January
Single Supplement

£995
On request
Tour code: BUHF

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Alloway Auld Kirk

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF

ROBERT BURNS

B

urns Night comes but once a year, and when it does we at
Brightwater need no excuse to get involved. Neeps, tatties, whisky,
haggis and poetry by the plateful: what better way to celebrate?

4 DAYS FROM

£630

This fantastic four-day tour charts the life and times of the brilliant Robert
Burns, peerless poet of the lowlands, through the beautiful pastoral settings
that inspired him. Basing ourselves at the hospitable Piersland Hotel in his
native Ayrshire, we follow in Burns’ fascinating footsteps, from his humble
beginnings in 1759, to his untimely death in Dumfries at the age of just 37.
A fervent collector of folk songs and tales, no-one has done more to preserve
Scotland’s heritage — nor, dare we say it, promote the country’s haggises! Join
us to discover the man behind the legacy, see the sites that spurred on his works,
imagine the dances and debates that took place in his co-founded club, read the
original lines of his cherished manuscripts, and pay homage at his mausoleum.

Robert Burns

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Aberdeen, Stonehaven,
Forfar, Dundee, Perth, Edinburgh, Glasgow)
and journey to Ayrshire. We arrive at The
Bachelors’ Club in Tarbolton, which Robert
Burns co-founded a few years before his
first collection of poems was published. It
was here that he learned to dance, became
a freemason and created a men-only
debating society. We continue to our hotel
in Troon. (D)
Day 2 Today we visit the Robert Burns
Birthplace Museum and see the famous
Brig o’ Doon as featured in the poem ‘Tam
o’ Shanter’. Later we visit the Alloway Auld
Kirk, a place that captured Burns’
imagination. (B & D)
Day 3 Today we explore the lowlands of
Scotland and see the landscapes which are
captured in Burns’ lyrical verses. We start at

Ellisland Farm, the place he called home.
Next, we visit the place where Burns spent
the latter years of his life, now the Robert
Burns House Museum. Our final visit is to
the Robert Burns Mausoleum and later, we
enjoy a Burns Supper at our hotel. (B & D)
Day 4 After breakfast we head for
Mauchline and the Burns House Museum,
located in the former lodging of the poet
and his wife. Before heading home, we
continue to Glasgow and the Mitchell
Library, which houses a memorial to
Burns, with one of the largest collections
in the world. Here we have arranged an
exclusive private viewing of some of the
most important books and material with
the Curator. We return to our original
pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ bed & breakfast at the
4-star Piersland House Hotel, Troon
» Two dinners and one Burns Supper in the
hotel
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
23 January

£695

£630

No Single Supplement
Tour code: BFRB
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Tobermory

LORD OF THE GLENS

HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS – 6 DAYS

The MV Lord of the Glens, with its 27 beautifully appointed state cabins,
sails between Inverness, Fort Augustus and Oban.

W

6 DAYS FROM

£1,495

e begin at Inverness and cruise Loch Ness to Fort Augustus. The
vessel is then lifted by a series of locks to peaceful Loch Oich and
continues to Banavie in the shadow of Ben Nevis. Here, we see Thomas Telford’s
engineering masterpiece – Neptune’s Staircase, a series of eight inter-connected
locks that take vessels back to sea-level near Fort William. We then sail out into
the sea and cruise to Mull and Oban, where the voyage concludes. In between our
cruising, there is also a full programme of shore excursions, which include a train
journey, a visit to the Glenfinnan Monument, and visits to both Duart Castle and
Tobermory.

Glenfinnan Viaduct

Your Tour Includes
» Five nights’ accommodation in a lower,
middle or upper deck twin en-suite cabin
on a full board basis
» Shore excursions as described in the
itinerary
» Return coach transfers from Inverness

Departures & Prices per person
Oban to Inverness
2022

Lord of the Glens

Day 2 Cruise the length of mysterious Loch
Ness with a photo opportunity at Urquhart
Castle and time to explore Fort Augustus. (FB)
Day 3 Continue through sections of the
Caledonian Canal and peaceful lochs
before we take a train ride across the iconic
Glenfinnan Viaduct and visit the
Glenfinnan Monument. (FB)
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£1,495

Middle Deck

£1,745

Upper Deck

£1,995

2023
16 April
Lower Deck

£1,595

£1,495

Middle Deck

£1,845

£1,745

Upper Deck

£2,095

£1,995

22 April
Lower Deck

£1,595

£1,495

Day 6 Today we disembark and transfer by
coach back to Inverness. (B)

Middle Deck

£1,845

£1,745

Upper Deck

£2,095

£1,995

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, FB: Full Board

Single Supplement

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Travel under our own arrangement to
Inverness, where we embark the MV Lord
of the Glens. This evening, we join the crew
for a welcome drinks reception. (D)

6 October
Lower Deck

Day 4 Negotiate ‘Neptune’s Staircase’
then cruise Loch Linnhe to Tobermory on
the Isle of Mull. (FB)
Day 5 Visit Duart Castle on Mull then sail
over to Oban, where we visit the fantastic
whisky distillery. (FB)

Inverness to Oban

On request
Tour code: BLGS

Urquhart Castle, Loch Ness

LORD OF THE GLENS

HEART OF THE HIGHLANDS – 8 DAYS

A

8 DAYS FROM
slightly longer version of the Highlands and Islands tour to the left,
this 8-day edition includes everything on the other itinerary, but also
features an excursion to Eilean Donan Castle as well as time to visit the
tiny island of Eigg. This latter destination offers a sense of what life is like
for the 90 people who live there. There is also a visit to the Clan Donald Centre and
Gardens on the Isle of Skye.

£2,395

Your Tour Includes
» Seven nights’ accommodation in a lower,
middle or upper deck twin en-suite cabin
on a full board basis
» Shore excursions as described in the
itinerary
» Return coach transfers from Inverness

Departures & Prices per person
Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh
2023
15 May
Lower Deck

£2,495

£2,395

Middle Deck

£2,995

£2,895

Upper Deck

£3,495

£3,395

Lower Deck

£2,495

£2,395

Middle Deck

£2,995

£2,895

Upper Deck

£3,495

£3,395

4 September
Neptune’s Staircase

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Travel under our own arrangement to
Inverness. A coach transfer is provided to
Kyle of Lochalsh on the west coast, where
we embark the MV Lord of the Glens.
Later, we join the crew for a welcome drinks
reception. (D)
Day 2 Depart for a visit to Eilean Donan
Castle, one of the most photographed
castles in Scotland. Sail to Skye for a visit to
the Clan Donald Centre and stay overnight
in remote Inverie. (FB)
Day 3 Sail to the island of Eigg and experience
the remoteness of island life. Continue to
Tobermory on the Isle of Mull. (FB)
Day 4 Cruise to the sacred Isle of Iona and
on to Oban. (FB)

Day 5 Sail north into Loch Linnhe before
taking a train ride across the iconic
Glenfinnan Viaduct and visiting the
Glenfinnan Monument. (FB)
Day 6 The vessel ascends Neptune’s
Staircase and sails through lochs and
man‑made sections of the Caledonian
Canal. (FB)
Day 7 We negotiate the locks in Fort
Augustus then cruise the length of Loch
Ness. Afternoon visits to Clava Cairns and
Culloden battlefield await. (FB)
Day 8 Disembark in Inverness. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, FB: Full Board

Kyle of Lochalsh to Inverness
2023
25 September
Lower Deck

£2,495

£2,395

Middle Deck

£2,995

£2,895

Upper Deck

£3,495

£3,395

9 October
Lower Deck

£2,495

£2,395

Middle Deck

£2,995

£2,895

Upper Deck

£3,495

£3,395

Single Supplement

On request
Tour code: BLGE
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NEW

Royal Scotsman ©Belmond

ROYAL SCOTSMAN

HERITAGE HOMES AND GARDENS

T

5 DAYS FROM
he Belmond Royal Scotsman train has established itself as one
of Scotland’s premier tourist attractions, combining timeless
luxury and peerless service with the soaring peaks and tranquil lochs
of the Highlands and Islands. Soak up the spectacular scenery from
a comfortable armchair in the Observation car or from your beautifully
appointed personal cabin, all of which feature lower berth beds, en suite shower and
wc and wifi and full length wardrobes.

£5,950

Enjoy meals that count among one of the world’s most unique dining experiences,
served in mahogany-panelled dining cars using exceptional Scottish produce and
accompanied by complimentary wines, liqueurs and malt whiskies. Treat yourself
in the onboard spa where therapists indulge you as the stunning scenery glides by.
Our featured itinerary is just one of many journeys that are available between April
and October as the train travels over the most scenic railway lines in the country,
combined with excursions to historic castles, house and gardens. Truly a once in a
lifetime experience.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from Edinburgh Waverley
in the early afternoon aboard the Royal
Scotsman train and cross the Forth and Tay
Bridges on the way to Montrose, where we
alight and visit Pitmuies, one of the finest
private gardens in Scotland, where we will
enjoy a drink with our hosts in their
exquisite drawing room. Later the train
continues to Keith in Speyside. (D)
Day 2 The train continues north to
Invergordon for a visit to Foulis Castle,
where we are welcomed by the chief of
Clan Munro, with the option of a whisky
tasting. Later we continue over arguably
Scotland’s most scenic railway line, as we
pass by the Torridon mountains,
Achnashellach forest and Loch Carron to
Kyle of Lochalsh. Here we visit the
Attadale Estate which boasts a Japanese
garden among other treasures. (B, L & D)
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Day 3 We drive to the magical Isle of Skye
and explore the Clan Donald Estate before
returning by train to Dingwall and onwards
to Speyside. In the evening we enjoy a visit
to romantic Ballindalloch Castle with its
wonderful walled garden. (B, L & D)
Day 4 We drive to Rothiemurchus Estate,
set in a breathtakingly beautiful site in the
Cairngorms. In the afternoon we continue
on the train to Dunblane and visit Kilbryde
Castle and Gardens before our final night
on board in Dundee. (B, L & D)
Day 5 We cross the Tay and Forth bridges
once again as we return on the train to
Edinburgh. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Royal Scotsman observation car ©Belmond

Your Tour Includes
» Four nights aboard the Royal Scotsman
luxury train in a private cabin on a full
board basis including all alcoholic drinks
» 24-hour steward service
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Guest hosts Photographer Patsy Floyd
and Gardening Writer Susan Chivers

Departures & Prices per person
2023
29 May
Single Supplement

£5,950
on request

For the full range of journeys, departure
dates and prices please refer to our
website
Tour code: BRST

Cawdor Castle

CASTLES AND PALACES

OF THE HIGHLANDS

T

his tour takes us through some of the most stunning and dramatic
5 DAYS FROM
landscapes of Scotland. We head north to the charming village of
Blair Atholl, where we find Blair Castle nestled in the secluded Perthshire
countryside. The castle is the ancestral home to Clan Murray and the
historical seat of the Dukes of Atholl. We then skirt around the western edge
of the Cairngorms National Park to the capital of the Scottish Highlands, Inverness.

£995

From here we have a compilation of castles on our itinerary including the privately
owned Ballindalloch Castle, the château-style Dunrobin Castle and blush-coloured
Brodie Castle. The highlight of the tour is our visit to Cawdor Castle, immortalised
in William Shakespeare’s Macbeth as the scene of King Duncan’s murder. We are
delighted to be joined here by Lady Cawdor for a private drinks reception, when
we will find out what life in the castle is really like. Our final visit is to Scone Palace,
which during its history has been the seat of parliaments as well as the crowning
place of the Kings of Scots. Here we will be joined by Head Gardener (and
‘Beechgrove Garden’ presenter) Brian Cunningham for a private guided tour of the
gardens followed by lunch.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth) and head north
to Blair Castle, home to some of the finest
views in Scotland, not to mention the only
private army in Britain. A private guided
tour of the Castle has been arranged, after
which we enjoy a light lunch. (L & D)
Day 2 Today we venture into Speyside as
we visit Ballindalloch Castle, where we
discover a treasure trove of antique
furniture, ceramics and paintings and a
delightful garden. (B & D)
Day 3 We travel north into Sutherland this
morning for a full day at Dunrobin Castle,
which appears to have been plucked from
the Loire Valley and planted on the shores
of the Moray Firth. We enjoy a visit to the

Blair Castle

HOLIDAY HIGHLIGHTS
» Exclusive drinks reception with Lady
Cawdor at Cawdor Castle
» Private guided tour of Blair Castle
followed by lunch
» Guided tour of the gardens at Scone
Palace with Head Gardener Brian
Cunningham followed by lunch
» A treasure trove of antique furniture
and paintings at Ballindalloch Castle

Your Tour Includes
castle and formal gardens as well as a
captivating falconry display. (B & D)
Day 4 Two historic castles feature today,
beginning at blush-coloured Brodie, which
dates back 400 years. Then we head to
Cawdor, immortalised in Shakespeare’s
Macbeth and today home to a magnificent
garden. Lady Cawdor will host a drinks
reception and share her experiences as a
chatelaine. (B & D)
Day 5 Descending from the Highlands we
conclude in the historic surroundings of
Scone Palace, where we have a guided
tour of the gardens and lunch. We return to
our original pick-up points. (B & L)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the
4-star Grant Arms Hotel
» Two lunches
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
17 May

£1,095

£1,020

28 July

£1,070

£995

23 September

£1,070

£995

Single Supplement

£240
Tour code: BPHL

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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NEW
STAYING IN EDINBURGH

Edinburgh Tattoo

CASTLES, KILTS, DRUMS AND DRAMS
EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO

T

4 DAYS FROM
his tour explores all things royal in the Scottish capital, with visits to
the official royal residence in Scotland, the Palace of Holyroodhouse,
and the magnificently imposing Edinburgh Castle. Heading out of the city
we visit Stirling Castle, which before the union with England was one of
the most used of the Scottish royal residences with many kings and queens
having been born, crowned and died here. We visit Scone Palace, which during its
history has been the seat of parliaments as well as also being a crowning place of the
Kings of Scots. Our delve into Scottish traditions would not be complete without a
little education on the national tipple, which we accomplish with a visit to the Scotch
Whisky Experience.

£950
Gate of Queen's Gallery, Palace of Holyroodhouse

The pinnacle of this tour must be our evening spent at the spectacle that is the
world-famous Edinburgh Military Tattoo. We enjoy enigmatic performances,
dazzling displays and fantastic fireworks all set against the backdrop of
Edinburgh’s imposing castle. The tattoo celebrates musicians and performers from
around the world and has a yearly theme, with past themes including Scotland's
homecoming, creativity and nature.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Leeds, Wetherby,
Darlington, Newcastle, Berwick, Edinburgh)
and head to Edinburgh, where this
afternoon we visit the official royal
residence of The Queen when in Edinburgh,
the Palace of Holyroodhouse. (D)
Day 2 After breakfast we depart the hotel
for arguably one of the most recognisable
castles in Scotland, Edinburgh Castle.
Perched atop a rocky crag, the castle
stands sentinel over the capital where this
mighty landmark dominates the city’s
skyline for miles. This afternoon will be at
your leisure in the Scottish capital. After
dinner in the hotel this evening, we head
back to Edinburgh Castle for the
spectacular event that is the Edinburgh
Military Tattoo. As we take our seats and
the sun begins to set over the castle, we are
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treated to an ingenious performance that
draws together military forces from across
the globe, combined with artistic graphics
and a unique fireworks display. (B & D)
Day 3 Today we head to the city of Stirling
where we find Stirling Castle, set in an
imposing position with impressive
architecture overlooking the city. This
afternoon we head to Scone Palace.
Throughout its history, it has been the seat
of parliaments as well as the crowning place
of the Kings of Scots, including both
Macbeth and Robert the Bruce. (B & D)
Day 4 This morning we head to the Scotch
Whisky Experience, at which we have a
guided tour as well as a nosing and tasting
of a single or blended Scotch whisky. Later,
we return to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, D: Dinner

Scone Palace

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast
at the 3-star Leonardo Edinburgh
Murrayfield Hotel
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
21 August
Single Supplement

£975

£950
£330

Tour code: BWCK

NEW

Royal Scotsman
Palace of Holyroodhouse

HIGHLIGHTS OF

SCOTLAND

8 DAYS FROM
njoy a comprehensive tour of some of the best bits of ‘bonnie
Scotland’. We visit the second city, Glasgow - the industrial heart of
the country. We begin in Glasgow, once the industrial heart of the country,
which today boasts world-class museums, impressive architecture and a
plethora of boutiques and eateries. Heading out of the city, we make our way to the
Trossachs National Park, passing through rolling hills and glens to the sparkling waters
of the largest body of fresh water in Great Britain, Loch Lomond. We enjoy a leisurely
cruise on the calm waters before we continue towards the highland town of Dunkeld.
This charming town is our base from which we explore the magnificent Queens View,
Blair Athol Distillery and meet the Highland Chocolatier.

E

£1,820

Departing the highlands, we stop at Scone Palace – the crowning place of the Kings
of Scots – before arriving in Leith for a visit aboard the Royal Yacht Britannia and a
wonderous overnight stay aboard Fingal, a luxury 5-star floating hotel. Our final stop
is the Scottish capital, Edinburgh, where we explore the iconic Edinburgh Castle,
Palace of Holyroodhouse and the world-renowned Edinburgh Botanic Gardens. Our
tour concludes with a visit to the Scotch Whisky Experience to both learn about and
sample this iconic tipple.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Travel independently to Glasgow
where we begin with a panoramic city
before arriving at our hotel. (D)
Day 2 This morning we head to The
Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum. The
afternoon is at leisure to explore the city. (B
& D)
Day 3 Today we travel into the Trossachs
National Park to the village of Tarbet and
take a cruise exploring the largest “lake” in
Great Britain, Loch Lomond. We depart for
the highland town of Dunkeld. (B & D)
Day 4 Today we take a scenic drive to
Queen's View. Later we are joined by the
Highland Chocolatier, Iain Burnett for a
chocolate tasting session, after which you
are free to purchase some tasty treats. We
head to the Blair Athol Distillery for a
guided tour and tasting. (B & D)

Day 5 We depart for Scone Palace and later
continue to Leith where we step onboard the
Royal Yacht Britannia. We head to Fingal
and we are treated to a fine dining
experience and overnight stay. (B & D)
Day 6 Today we discover Edinburgh
Castle before heading to the official royal
residence of The Queen when in Edinburgh,
the Palace of Holyroodhouse. (B & D)
Day 7 We start today at the Royal Botanic
Gardens Edinburgh and then travel to the
Scotch Whisky Experience where we
have a guided tour. (B & D)

Loch Lomond

Your Tour Includes
» Seven nights' dinner, bed and breakfast:
two nights at the 4-star Jurys Inn Glasgow;
two nights at the 4-star Dunkeld House
Hotel; one night aboard the 5-star Fingal;
two nights at the 4-star Ten Hill Place
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023

Day 8 Morning at leisure before the group
disperses. (B)

13 May

£1,895

£1,820

9 September

£1,895

£1,820

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, D: Dinner

Single Supplement

£695
Tour code: BWHS

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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Seascape, Orkney

HIGHLIGHTS OF

ORKNEY & SHETLAND
THE ‘ISLANDS OF THE SIMMER DIM’

S

ail away to lands steeped in history, wildlife and stunning scenery – the
Orkney and Shetland isles. Many people have landed there before us,
some as early as 3,000 BC. Most famous of all were the Vikings, but they
were not alone and all around you historical treasures can be found.

6 DAYS FROM

£1,220

Both Orkney and Shetland have their own identities - Orkney is green and fertile,
while Shetland has rugged cliff and sea loch landscapes. However, both share a
colourful history of Picts, Norsemen, ancient antiquities and seafaring legends –
bound together with an independent spirit that sets them apart from the rest of
Scotland. We sail with Serco Northlink Ferries aboard their modern, purpose-built
vessels overnight from Aberdeen to Lerwick, and then there are two full days to
tour Shetland. After rejoining the ship for an evening sailing to Kirkwall, we have
two days to explore Orkney.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth) and head for
Aberdeen and take the overnight ferry to
Lerwick. (D)
Day 2 We leave the ship after breakfast and
start our Shetland tour. Our first stop is in
Scalloway, the former capital of Shetland,
where we visit the ruined castle. We then
continue north towards the spectacular
cliffs of Eshaness, and the narrow isthmus
known as Mavis Grind. (B & D)
Day 3 Our day starts at the Prehistoric and
Norse Settlement of Jarlshof. Over three
acres of remains are here, spanning 3,000
years since the days of the Stone Age,
including Bronze Age houses, Iron Age
broch and wheel houses, Viking long houses
and medieval farmhouses. We also visit
Sumburgh Head with its RSPB reserve and
enjoy free time in Lerwick. (B & D)
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Day 4 A full day tour of ‘Neolithic Orkney’
awaits today, beginning with the impressive
stone circles of Stenness and Brodgar. We
continue to Maeshowe, the finest
chambered tomb in Western Europe. Built
before 2700 BC, Maeshowe was raided by
Vikings in the 12th century and houses the
largest collection of runic inscriptions in the
world. A visit to Skara Brae is also included,
with its visitor centre depicting the history
of this world-famous monument. (B & D)
Day 5 This morning, we have free time to
explore Kirkwall at leisure. Later, we tour
the south end of Orkney, crossing the
Churchill Barriers and visiting the
charming Italian Chapel, which was built on
a former prisoner of war camp. (B & D)
Day 6 After breakfast we catch the ferry
back to the mainland. From here, we return
to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Neolithic site of Skara Brae

Your Tour Includes
» One night’s dinner, bed & breakfast at the
Busta House or Brae Hotel, Shetland and
three nights’ bed & breakfast (plus two
dinners) at the Kirkwall Hotel, Orkney
» All ferry crossings, including one night’s
accommodation in two-berth inside
cabins on Serco Northlink Ferries
MV Hrossey/Hjaltland on the outward
sailing
» One breakfast and two dinners on board
ship
» All visits as outlined and coach travel
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
19 September

£1,345

2023
15 May

£1,325

£1,250

12 June

£1,325

£1,250

14 August

£1,345

£1,270

18 September

£1,295

£1,220

Single Supplement

£395

Outside cabin supplement£55
Tour code: BOSH

Jarlshof

AN ARCHAEOLOGIST’S VIEW OF

ORKNEY AND SHETLAND

T

he islands of Orkney and Shetland are littered with archaeological
remains. People first came here over 5,000 years ago and many
of their remains survive. Research is ongoing here and excavations by
archaeologists continue to uncover new information. The islands are
therefore of enormous interest to anyone who enjoys first-hand contact
with ancient settlements and buildings as well as the people who once
lived here.

6 DAYS FROM

£1,220

During our time on Shetland we will visit the uninhabited island of Mousa with its
2,000-year-old full size broch, the Prehistoric and Norse Settlement of Jarlshof;
St. Ninian’s Isle with its 6th century church and the ruined castle of Scalloway.
We then travel to Orkney where we visit the Italian Chapel and the Churchill
Barriers; Maeshowe, the finest chambered tomb in Western Europe; the stone
circles of Stenness and Brodgar and the famous site at Skara Brae as well as Skaill
House. En route to Aberdeen, we will stop for a photo opportunity at Dunnottar
Castle, a cliff top fortress dating back to the 3rd century.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth) and head for
Aberdeen, with a photo stop en route at
Dunnottar Castle, before taking the
overnight ferry to Lerwick. (D)
Day 2 We begin our exploration of Shetland
with a visit to the Iron Age broch on the little
island of Mousa. Later today we tour the
outstanding Prehistoric and Norse
Settlement of Jarlshof, spanning 3,000 years
of human habitation. (B & D)
Day 3 Visit the 6th century church at St
Ninian’s Isle, Scalloway Castle and
Tingwall Valley, before taking the evening
sailing to Kirkwall. (B & D)
Day 4 We tour the southern end of Orkney
Mainland with visits to the Churchill

Barriers and the Italian Chapel from World
War II before returning to Kirkwall for some
free time and a chance to visit the
architectural masterpiece of St. Magnus
Cathedral. (B & D)
Day 5 Today we head west into the Heart
of Neolithic Orkney, where we find some
of the most impressive and important
archaeological sites in Europe, including the
mysterious stone circles at Stenness and
Brodgar, the chambered tomb at
Maeshowe and the famous stone age
village at Skara Brae. (B & D)
Day 6 After breakfast we take the ferry
back to the mainland and continue to our
original departure points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Skaill House

Your Tour Includes
» One night’s dinner, bed & breakfast
at the Brae Hotel or the Busta House
Hotel, Shetland and three nights’ bed
& breakfast (plus two dinners) at the
Kirkwall Hotel, Orkney
» All ferry crossings, including one night’s
accommodation in two berth inside cabins
on Serco Northlink Ferries MV Hrossey/
Hjaltland on the outward sailing
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of an archaeological expert as
tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
24 April

£1,295

£1,220

10 May

£1,345

£1,270

26 June

£1,345

£1,270
£395

Single Supplement
Outside cabin supplement

£55

Tour code: BOSA

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com

51

SCENIC

SCOTTISH RAILWAYS
4 DAYS FROM

T

he north of Scotland is blessed with wonderfully scenic railway lines
and we explore a number of them on this short break. Highlights
include a visit to the much-photographed Eilean Donan Castle, a ride
aboard the Jacobite steam train that takes us over the iconic Glenfinnan
Viaduct and a visit to Boat of Garten on the Strathspey Line.

£590

Strathspey Railway

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the
3-star Craiglynne Hotel, Speyside (or similar)
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

Your Itinerary

» Comfortable coach travel throughout

Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth) and travel by
coach to Aviemore and the Strathspey
Railway, where our train of maroon-liveried
coaches hauled by a lovingly restored
steam locomotive will evoke memories of
train journeys in the 1950s and 60s. (D)

Day 3 We depart once again by diesel train
from Inverness, this time diverging at
Dingwall and heading for Kyle of Lochalsh
on the west coast, a rail journey that is
widely considered to be the most scenic in
Britain. In the afternoon we explore the
iconic and much-photographed castle of
Eilean Donan. (B & D)

Day 2 We transfer to Inverness and board
the morning diesel train service to Wick,
travelling first along the spectacular
coastline before turning inland and passing
through the stark beauty of the ‘Flow
Country’. We return by coach from Wick on
the more direct but equally scenic coastal
road. (B & D)

Day 4 We return to the west coast for our
excursion on ‘The Jacobite’, the steam
hauled train that has established itself as
one of the premier attractions in Scotland,
thanks to the unbeatable combination of
superb scenery and the sight, sound and
smell of a powerful steam locomotive. We
return to our original pick-up points. (B)

» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
23 September

£665

7 October

£595

2023
5 May

£675

£650

28 July

£695

£670

15 September

£695

£670

6 October

£615

£590

Single Supplement£90
Tour code: BSSR

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

SCOTLAND’S

EXTREME NORTH WEST

T

he rugged and remote north-west coast of Scotland takes on a
majestic character in the early spring and autumn months as Mother
Nature lays on a spectacular display of beauty. The coastal views and
landscapes are breathtaking and the warmth of our highland hotel is very
welcoming at these times of year.

4 DAYS FROM

£475
Your Tour Includes

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth, Inverness) and
head north for Kinlochbervie on the tip of
the north west coastline and our
accommodation at the Kinlochbervie Hotel,
which overlooks the fishing harbour and the
open sea beyond. (D)
Day 2 Today we travel south into Assynt,
an extraordinary landscape of vast,
undulating moorland studded with
hundreds of freshwater lochans. We will
spend some time in Lochinver, a large
village with a busy harbour, set on the
shores of Loch Inver with superb views
inland to the famous mountain of Suilven,
usually flecked with snow. (B & D)
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Smoo Cave

Day 3 This morning we will have a walk
along the beach at Oldshoremore, one of
the most beautiful in Scotland, before
travelling up the single track road and
through spectacular scenery to Durness,
where we visit a wonderful chocolatier. We
also visit the impressive Smoo Cave and
travel by Loch Eribol and the old Norse
settlement of Tongue. (B & D)
Day 4 We begin our homeward journey,
which takes us through more splendid
scenery as we travel via Laxford Bridge,
Loch More, Loch Shin and Lairg, crossing
high moorland and secluded straths. We
continue via Bonar Bridge and Tain and
return to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at
the 3-star Kinlochbervie Hotel
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
21 March

£520

£475

11 April

£565

£540

25 April

£565

£540

10 October

£565

£540

Single Supplement

£120
Tour code: BXNW

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

THE PICTS

L

Pictish Stone, Aberlemno

iving beyond the northern frontier of the Roman Empire, the people
4 DAYS FROM
of northern Scotland in the Dark Ages were known as the Picts – a
name given by the Romans meaning the ‘painted, tattooed ones’. They
were renowned as one of the most warlike of the Celtic barbarian tribes
of Europe, successfully attacking the Roman army, and yet few of their
homes or forts have ever been found. They did, however, leave behind some of
the finest carved stones and jewellery from early medieval Europe.

» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at
the 4-star Links Hotel, Montrose

Your Itinerary

» Services of an archaeological expert as
tour manager

£590

Your Tour Includes
» Coach travel and all visits as outlined

Day 1 We depart from our pick-up points
(Glasgow, Edinburgh) and head to the
National Museum of Scotland, where we
will enjoy a visit to their collection of Pictish
jewellery and sculpture. (D)
Day 2 We enjoy a sculptural high-point with a
visit to Aberlemno, with its four magnificent
Pictish stones. We then visit a professional
stone-carver, David McGovern, who will give
us an exclusive Pictish stone carving
demonstration. Then we travel the short
distance to St Vigeans Museum of Pictish
Sculpture, which houses one of the most
important collections of early medieval
sculpture in Western Europe. (B & D)

ISLAY AND
JURA

I

Day 3 Today begins with a visit to the
symbol-inscribed cross-slab depicting angels
and a striding cloaked figure at Eassie. From
here we continue to Perth Museum with its
fine display of Pictish sculpture, and Dundee’s
McManus Museum to meet a digital
reconstruction of a Pictish woman. (B & D)
Day 4 To St Andrews, where we see the
decorated stone sarcophagus of a great
Pictish king. Our final visit is the East
Lomond Hillfort, for a specially-arranged
tour led by the leader of the current
archaeological investigations. We return to
our original departure points. (B)

Day 3 Following breakfast, you are free to
explore Islay. Alternatively, you may wish to

3 September

£595

2023
16 June

£645

£620

21 July

£645

£620

4 August

£645

£620

1 September

£615

£590

No Single Supplement
Tour code: BPIC

5 DAYS FROM

£1,055

Your Itinerary

Day 2 Our first stop will be to Loch
Finlaggan, which was once the centre of
the ‘Lordship of the Isles’. We then enjoy a
guided tour of Bowmore Distillery before
visiting the Museum of Islay Life. Our final
stop of the day will be to Loch Gruinart
RSPB Nature Reserve. (B & D)

2022

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

slay represents the southern extreme of the Inner Hebrides. Once the
ancient home of the Lord of the Isles, it has always been popular with
archaeologists and historians. Today the island is perhaps better known for its
distinctive malt whiskies, its sandy beaches and its diverse birdlife. While we are
here, we visit the Bowmore Distillery, the oldest distillery on the island, and Loch
Gruinart RSPB Nature Reserve, where we will hopefully have the opportunity to
see many bird species.

Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Dundee, Perth, Kinross,
Dunfermline, Edinburgh, Glasgow) and catch
the ferry from Kennacraig to Port Askaig,
Islay. Upon arrival we transfer to our hotel,
which overlooks the harbour. (D)

Departures & Prices per person

Port Charlotte, Islay

Your Tour Includes
» Four nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast at
the Port Askaig Hotel, Islay
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel and all ferry
crossings
» Services of a professional tour manager

join our optional excursion to Colonsay,
where we visit the 30-acre woodland
garden and Kiloran Bay. (B & D)
Day 4 This morning we travel to the
neighbouring island of Jura, which has a
record of habitation stretching back over
5,000 years. We enjoy a scenic tour before
having some free time in Craighouse, the
main settlement on the island with a shop,
tearoom and Jura’s distillery. (B & D)
Day 5 We leave Islay this morning and
make our way home, stopping at the
picturesque village of Inveraray, before
returning to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Departures & Prices per person
2022
12 September

£1,055

2023
15 May

£1,145

£1,070

05 June

£1,165

£1,090

10 July

£1,165

£1,090

11 September

£1,145

£1,070

Single Supplement£200
Optional excursion (Colonsay) £55pp
Tour code: BIJA

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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SCOTLAND’S

NORTHERN EDGE

O

5 DAYS FROM
n the northern edge of Scotland, where ancient rock meets restless
sea, the views are among the most spectacular to be found in the
British Isles. Dunnet Head in particular, the most northerly point on the
mainland, offers extensive sea views, as do the cliffs at Duncansby Head.
Following much of the North Coast 500 route, our tour also takes in John
O’Groats and the late Queen Mother’s Castle of Mey; the impressive Smoo Cave and
the little island of Handa, home to a multitude of sea birds and the remains of a longabandoned village.

£790

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth, Inverness) and
head to our hotel in Thurso. (D)
Day 2 This morning, we visit Duncansby
Head, which offers stunning views from the
cliff top. After a brief stop at John O’ Groats,
the landmark at the “end of the road”, we
continue to the Castle of Mey, former holiday
home of the late Queen Mother, and Dunnet
Head, which boasts some of the most
extensive views in northern Scotland. (B & D)
Day 3 We travel to Tongue, where we have
some free time for lunch before we visit the
impressive Smoo Cave then continue to our
hotel in Kinlochbervie. (B & D)

ORKNEY’S
GARDEN TRAIL

Day 4 We travel south to Tarbet, the starting
point for our boat trip to the island of Handa.
As we walk round the island, look out for
seabirds such as guillemots, razorbills, great
and arctic skuas to name but a few. In addition
to the birdlife, there are also the
archaeological remains of an old village which
was inhabited until 1847 and an array of wild
flowers. (B & D)
Day 5 We journey home today, travelling via
Laxford Bridge, Loch More, Loch Shin,
Lairg, Bonar Bridge and finally Tain. We
return to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

John O’Groats

Your Tour Includes
» Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast:
two nights at the 3-star Station Hotel,
Thurso (or similar) and two nights at the
Kinlochbervie Hotel
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
13 June

£855

£830

08 August

£855

£830

12 September

£855

£830

03 October

£815

£790

Single Supplement£90
Tour code: BSNE

6 DAYS FROM

£1,170

Y

ou may be forgiven for thinking that the far north of Scotland and the Orkney
Isles in particular are more about mountains and moorlands, crashing waves
and high seaside cliffs, but it is also home to a collection of very determined
gardeners who have created, in some cases over generations, a collection of
excellent gardens, set amidst a beautiful landscape of long summer days and
evenings when it hardly gets dark – a twilight that is known as the ‘simmer dim’.

Your Tour Includes

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth, Inverness) and
head north to Old Allangrange, set in the
heart of the Black Isle. Continue north to
Wick. (D)

Day 4 We visit two private gardens this
morning, the Community Garden and
Stenwood. We later visit the standing
stones at Stenness and Brodgar, and the
outstanding chambered tomb at
Maeshowe. (B & D)

Day 2 After photo stops at Duncansby
Head and John O’Groats we visit the
Castle of Mey, whose delightful gardens
were created by the late Queen Mother.
(B & D)

Day 5 Enjoy a selection of small gardens on
Orkney’s Garden Trail, including the historic
Quoy of Houton and the community
garden of Marengo, as well as the iconic
Italian Chapel. (B & D)

Day 3 We take the ferry over to Orkney and
begin with visits to Skara Brae and the
well-stocked Victorian garden at Kierfold.
(B & D)

Day 6 After taking the ferry back to the
mainland we visit the lovely walled garden
at Langwell we return to our original
pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner
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Quoy of Houton

» Five nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: two
nights at Mackay’s Hotel, Wick and three
nights at the Orkney Hotel, Kirkwall
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel and all ferry
crossings
» Services of a tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
26 July

£1,245

£1,170

12 July

£1,245

£1,170

Single Supplement

from £275
Tour code: BOGT

SCENIC JOURNEYS OF

ARGYLL AND BUTE

T

he railway line from Glasgow to Oban is one of the most scenic in
Scotland, and unjustly receives less attention than the more famous
routes. Here there are many visual delights to enjoy, such as the views
over Loch Long and Loch Lomond, the remote Glen Douglas, and the
much-photographed ruins of Kilchurn Castle. Enjoy the two island gems
of little Gigha, home to Achamore Gardens, and the isle of Bute, where we
find one of the most extravagant stately homes in the British Isles.

5 DAYS FROM

£995
Your Tour Includes

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Travel independently to Glasgow and
assemble at Queen Street Station where
we board the lunchtime train to Oban. The
line takes us along the shores of the Firth of
Clyde, through Glen Falloch before joining
the former Callander and Oban line and on
to Dalmally, where we will leave the train
and continue by coach to our hotel in
Inveraray on the shores of Loch Fyne. (D)
Day 2 Today we depart on an excursion to
the little Hebridean island of Gigha and
Achamore Gardens, the former home of
the Horlick family. (B & D)
Day 3 Today we visit Ardkinglas,
considered to be one of architect Sir Robert
Lorimer’s masterpieces. Following a private

Inveraray Castle

tour of the house there will be time to look
around the woodland gardens. This
afternoon we enjoy a guided tour of
Inveraray Castle, the seat of the Duke of
Argyll since the 17th century. (B & D)
Day 4 Today we take the ferry to the Isle of
Bute to visit the spectacular house and
gardens of Mount Stuart, which is one of
the largest, most spectacular High Victorian
Gothic houses in Britain. (B & D)
Day 5 Today we visit Arduaine Gardens
followed by a farewell lunch while
enjoying the lovely views over Loch
Melfort. We then take our afternoon train
back to Glasgow. (B & L)

» Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the
3-star Inveraray Inn, Loch Fyne
» One lunch
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel in Scotland
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
6 June 2023

£1,095

£1,020

18 July 2023

£1,095

£1,020

5 September

£1,070

£995

Single Supplement£180
Tour code: BSAB

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

HISTORIC HOUSES OF THE

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

SCOTTISH BORDERS

T

4 DAYS FROM
he Scottish Borders are often overlooked in comparison with the
Highlands and Islands, whose grandeur and drama have an obvious
attraction. Yet the Borders have a quiet, understated beauty of their own,
with softly rolling hills draped in early morning mist, peaceful valleys dotted
with sheep farms and the sinuous, salmon-filled River Tweed, which runs like
a silver thread from the Lowther Hills to the sea at Berwick.

£690

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Aberdeen, Dundee, Perth,
Kinross, Dunfermline, Edinburgh) and drive
into the Scottish Borders for our visit to
Manderston House, built in the finest
Georgian country house style in the 1790s.
The mansion was rebuilt in the early 20th
century, and when the architect asked how
much he could spend, he was
told that “it simply doesn’t matter.” (D)
Day 2 Travel through Tweeddale to
Abbotsford House, built by Sir Walter Scott
following the success of his great novels. It
can be a moving experience to stand in the
study where he drew his last breath while
taking in the view down to the river. In the
afternoon we visit Traquair House, which is
said to be the oldest continuously inhabited
house in Scotland. (B & D)

Day 3 This morning we visit Mellerstain
House, one of Scotland’s great Georgian
houses. We move on to Floors Castle,
home of the Duke & Duchess of Roxburghe,
a romantic fairytale castle with a roofscape
of turrets, pinnacles and cupolas. (B & D)
Day 4 We conclude at Thirlestane Castle,
a magnificent 16th century castle set in a
quiet meadow landscape. The family home
of the Duke of Lauderdale, Thirlestane
Castle is one of the oldest and finest castles
in Scotland, and dates back to at least the
12th century. Lunch is provided in the
authentic Victorian Kitchen here. We return
to our original pick-up points. (B & L)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Abbotsford House

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast
at the 4-star Peebles Hydro Hotel (or
similar)
» One lunch
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
25 September

£725

2023
23 April

£715

£690

25 June

£775

£750

24 September

£755

£730

No Single Supplement
Tour code: BHSB
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Shetland seascape

SHETLAND

AND ITS OUTER ISLES

5 DAYS FROM

£1,020

I

f you want to get away from it all, Shetland is the place to be. As close to Norway
as it is to Scotland, Shetland is rugged and remote, with a raw natural beauty, a
unique culture and wonderful wildlife. There are over a hundred islands here, only 16
of which are inhabited, each with its own individual character, and our tour offers the
opportunity to visit four of them, providing a real taste of the diversity of this amazing
archipelago, not to mention the simple pleasure of travelling by boats, both large
and small, as the indomitable inhabitants of these islands have done for hundreds of
years.
We visit the little island of Mousa, whose Iron Age broch is the best-preserved
example anywhere in the world, the Shetland Croft House Museum which gives
an insight into a typical 19th century croft, while Jarlshof provides a unique
archaeological time-capsule, spanning 3,000 years of successive settlements.
Finally we have a tour of the northernmost islands of Yell and Unst, a day of
stunning seascapes and air so fresh it takes your breath away.

Your Tour Includes

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth, Dundee, Forfar,
Stonehaven) and travel to Aberdeen. From
here, we sail overnight to Lerwick with
Serco Northlink Ferries. (D)
Day 2 Disembarking at Lerwick, we begin
our visits at the Shetland Croft Museum,
housed in a typical thatched croft house of
the 19th century. Next, we explore the
outstanding Norse settlement of Jarlshof,
which has over three acres of remains,
including Viking longhouses and medieval
farmhouses. This afternoon we visit the little
island of Mousa, whose 2,000‑year‑old Iron
Age broch is perhaps the best‑preserved
example in the world. (B & D)
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Puffin

Day 3 Today we enjoy a full day tour of Yell
and Unst. We travel north through Tingwall
and Girlsta, past Sullom Voe, before
arriving at Toft and catching the ferry to
Yell. On arrival in Unst, we visit Muness
Castle, Baltasound and Saxa Vord Hill.
(B & D)
Day 4 After breakfast, we return to
Lerwick to enjoy some free time. Later, we
take the overnight ferry to Aberdeen.
(B & D)
Day 5 We disembark and return to our
original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: two
nights at the Brae Busta House Hotel and
two nights in two-berth inside cabins on
Serco Northlink Ferries
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
28 June

£1,115

£1,040

16 July

£1,095

£1,020

Single Supplement£275
Outside cabin supplement£55
Tour code: BSHI

HIGHLAND EXPLORER

SKYE AND THE FAR NORTH
6 DAYS FROM

A

classic coach tour of Scotland awaits as we travel north into the
Cairngorms, north west to Gairloch, further on into the wilds of Assynt
and on to the glorious beach at Achmelvich. We also enjoy a full day on the
stunning isle of Skye, during which we explore the colourful town of Portree.
Other visits include the Glenfinnan Viaduct, timed to coincide with a passing
steam train.

£825
Your Tour Includes

» Five nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: three
nights at the Gairloch Hotel and two
nights at a comfortable hotel in the Fort
William area

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth) and head north
for the Cairngorms National Park and the
ancient pine forest of the Rothiemurchus
estate. We continue to our hotel in Gairloch
with its panoramic views to the Isle of Skye.
(D)
Day 2 We travel north on a full day scenic
tour that takes us by Loch Broom to
Ullapool and on into Assynt, an
extraordinary landscape of vast, undulating
moorland and beautiful, deserted beaches
such as the one at Achmelvich. (B & D)
Day 3 A full day excursion takes us over the
bridge to the Isle of Skye, including a visit
to colourful Portree. (B & D)

Achmelvich

Day 4 Today we head south, travelling via
the shores of Loch Ness, with its carefully
cultivated monster myth, and bustling Fort
Augustus, bisected by the Caledonian
Canal, to Fort William on the shores of Loch
Leven in the shadow of Ben Nevis. (B & D)
Day 5 We head west to Mallaig, running
parallel with the railway line, with a stop at
the Glenfinnan Viaduct timed to coincide
with the passing steam train for a unique
photo opportunity. (B & D)
Day 6 Today we travel via the hauntingly
beautiful Glen Coe and tranquil Loch Earn
to our original pick-up points. (B)

» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
2 September

£825

2023
2 June

£875

£850

21 July

£915

£890

1 September

£855

£830
from 195

Single Supplement

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Tour code: BHEX

HIGHLAND

WILDLIFE SAFARI

S

cotland’s natural environment is second to none with a more diverse
range of habitats than almost any other country of comparable size.
This tour of the Highlands aims to provide close encounters with a wide
range of wildlife, all set against a backdrop of magnificent scenery.

4 DAYS FROM

£710

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth) for the Loch of
the Lowes Wildlife Reserve, where the
star attraction is a pair of breeding ospreys.
We continue to the Highland Wildlife Park,
near Aviemore, which has an extensive
collection of both native and exotic animals.
(D)
Day 2 We take a boat trip on the Moray
Firth, where we have an excellent chance
of seeing bottlenose dolphins. We later visit
the House of Aigas Field Centre, where
we have a guided walk around the estate to
view the beaver dam and Scottish Wildcat
project, followed by lunch using produce
from the estate. (B, L & D)

Bottlenose dolphin

Your Tour Includes
Day 3 We travel through some glorious
mountain scenery to Loch Maree, where we
enjoy a gentle woodland walk at the Beinn
Eighe National Nature Reserve. In the
afternoon, we visit Inverewe Gardens, one
of the finest gardens in the world. (B & D)
Day 4 We visit the Abernethy National
Nature Reserve at Loch Garten, where we
hope to see a number of different birds,
including the crested tit, crossbills and
ospreys. Our final stop is at Pitlochry Dam
and Fish Ladder, an opportunity to see
salmon passing upstream on the River
Tummel. We return to our original pick-up
points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at
the Craiglynne Hotel, Speyside (or similar)
» One lunch
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
23 June

£735

£710

21 July

£735

£710

Single Supplement

from £90
Tour code: BHWS
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HISTORIC HOUSES OF

ABERDEENSHIRE
4 DAYS FROM

A

berdeenshire is dotted with historic houses and castles, many of
them outstanding examples of Scots Baronial architecture. Each
one has a fascinating story to tell with countless legends and several royal
connections including Balmoral.

£590
Balmoral

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth, Dundee) and
head to Drum Castle and Gardens. The
sweep of 700 years of history is stamped
into Drum’s stalwart battlements, medieval
square tower and sprawling extensions. The
beautiful Garden of Historic Roses is divided
into quadrants that show how roses have
been cultivated from the 17th to the 20th
century and an ancient oak forest adjoins
the castle. (D)
Day 2 Our first visit of the day is to Haddo
House. Unusual for Aberdeenshire in that it
is not a castle, the house elegantly blends
crisp Georgian architecture with sumptuous
late Victorian interiors. Later we visit the
magnificent fortress of Fyvie Castle with
ghosts, legends and folklore woven into its
800-year history. (B & D)

Day 3 We start at Castle Fraser, one of the
grandest of the Scottish baronial tower
houses, with a strikingly simple Great Hall.
Next is Craigievar Castle, whose great
tower stands just as it did when completed
in 1626, and we round off the day at
Balmoral, which needs little introduction as
a favourite royal residence. Built around
1854 for Queen Victoria and Prince Albert, it
is relatively modern though clearly in the
style of a ‘Scottish’ castle. (B & D)
Day 4 We conclude at Crathes Castle, set
against a backdrop of rolling hills and within
its own glorious gardens. Crathes is every
inch the classic Scottish tower house, with a
labyrinth of cultural and family history. We
then return to our original pick-up points. (B)

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast at
the 4-star Ardoe House Hotel, Aberdeen
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
24 April 2023

£615

£590

5 June 2023

£635

£610

17 July 2023

£665

£640
from £150

Single Supplement

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Tour code: BHHA

STORNOWAY, SKYE
AND THE SUMMER ISLES

C

an any three place names evoke the joys of Scotland’s great outdoors
more succinctly than these? Stornoway, a stronghold of Gaelic culture;
Skye, one of the most popular island destinations in Scotland and the
Summer Isles – well, the very name says it all.

6 DAYS FROM

£1,070
Gairloch

Your Itinerary
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Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth) and head north
to our comfortable hotel in Gairloch. (D)

Day 3 We catch the little ferry to Handa
Island. Look out for masses of seabirds, a
profusion of wildflowers and the remains of
an abandoned village. (B & D)

Day 2 Transfer to Ullapool where we will
board the MV Summer Queen for our
Summer Isles Cruise. We hope to see
basking seals, shags and cormorants
nesting inside Cathedral Cave and enjoy the
views towards the Outer Hebrides (weather
permitting). On the way back to our hotel
we call in at Inverewe Garden,
unquestionably one of the most outstanding
gardens in the country. The climate
promotes luxurious growth and Inverewe is
a veritable jungle of mature exotic trees
laced with winding walks, giving sudden
glimpses of shimmering water through the
foliage. (B & D)

Day 4 This morning we catch the ferry to
Stornoway. On arrival we visit the Lews
Castle and Museum and the historic St
Columba’s Ui Church. (B & D)
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Day 5 We travel to the west coast of Lewis
for visits to the 5,000-year-old Standing
Stones of Callanish, the Black Houses at
Gearrannan, the exceptionally well
preserved Carloway Broch and the Norse
Mill at Shawbost. (B & D)
Day 6 Catch the morning ferry to Uig on
Skye and return to our original pick-up
points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» Five nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: three
nights at the Gairloch Hotel and two
nights at the Caladh Inn, Stornoway
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel and all ferry
crossings
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
1 June

£1,145

£1,070

23 August

£1,195

£1,120

Single Supplement£250
Tour code: BSSS

UNDISCOVERED

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

5 DAYS FROM

£1,090

ORKNEY

A

n archipelago of 70 islands, each with their own distinctive charm, Orkney
is home to boundless history and natural beauty. Based in Kirkwall, on the
mainland, we will discover the landmarks and landscapes of the North and South
Isles. On Westray, we relive Orkney’s Viking past; on Mainland, we discover Neolithic
Orkney; and on Hoy, we enjoy dramatic scenery as we sail across the Scapa Flow.
Over the years we have explored almost every nook and cranny of Orkney, yet
these beautiful islands contain many more secrets and hidden gems that need to be
discovered.

Day 2 Today we visit Westray and the
Scaun Natural Arch, where guillemots and
fulmars can be spotted. Later, we visit
Westray Heritage Centre and tour Noltland
Castle. (B & D)
Day 3 Tour the island of Hoy, visiting the
Dwarfie Stane and Rackwick Bay, once
home to composer Sir Peter Maxwell
Davies. We also visit Lyness Naval Base,

Your Tour Includes
» Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the
3-star Kirkwall Hotel, Orkney

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth, Inverness) and
travel north to Scrabster, where we catch
the ferry to Orkney. (D)

Westray

the Naval Cemetery and the stone-built
Martello Tower. (B & D)
Day 4 Mainland Orkney’s archaeological
sites of Maeshowe, Skara Brae and the
Standing Stones of Stenness are waiting to
be explored today, followed by a behind the
scenes tour and a warming dram at the
Highland Park Distillery. (B & D)
Day 5 We catch the ferry back to the
mainland and visit the Timespan Museum
and Arts Centre in Helmsdale before
continuing home. (B)

» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel and all ferry
crossings
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
23 June

£1,165

£1,090

26 August

£1,165

£1,090

No Single Supplement
Tour code: BUOR

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

WALKING IN THE

OUTER HEBRIDES

T

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT
5 DAYS FROM

£990

he Outer Hebrides provide some of the best walking to be had in
the British Isles, with wide open spaces, deserted beaches and
breathtaking vistas at every turn, not to mention the freshest of fresh air
and the warmest of Hebridean hospitality. From our base at the Harris Hotel,
Tarbert, we will set out upon a series of manageable but highly scenic walks, both in
Harris and neighbouring Lewis.

» Three packed lunches
» Comfortable coach travel throughout and
all ferry crossings
» All walks as outlined in the itinerary

Your Itinerary

» Services of a professional tour manager

Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth) and head to
Uig on the Isle of Skye for the ferry to
Tarbert in Harris and our hotel. (D)

time as we walk between the three sites
that comprise the 5,000-year-old Standing
Stones of Callanish, the most remarkable
antiquity in the Hebrides (2.25 miles).
(B, L & D)

Day 2 Transfer by coach to the island of
Scalpay and take the circular walk that
passes the lighthouse (6.25 miles). In the
afternoon we transfer to Luskentyre
Beach with its glorious views towards
Taransay Island for a leisurely walk
(2.75 miles). (B, L & D)

Day 4 We set out from Tarbert on the
Urgha and Maraig Circuit. This circular
walk takes in the superbly engineered old
footpath from Urgha to Rhenigidale, with
stunning coastal views, before following a
quiet minor road and an old path back to
Tarbert (11.5 miles). A shorter walk can be
arranged for those who wish. (B, L & D)

Day 3 We drive through the mountainous
terrain of Harris to the flatter landscape of
Lewis and enjoy a circular walk that takes in
the Dun Carloway Broch, which dates
back to around 100 AD (3.25 miles). In the
afternoon we travel even further back in

Your Tour Includes
» Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the
Harris Hotel, Tarbert

Day 5 After breakfast we catch the
morning ferry and continue to our original
pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Departures & Prices per person
2022
1 October

£995

2023
25 March

£1,095

£995

1 April

£1,165

£1,090

7 October

£1,015

£990

Single Supplement (October)

£160

No Single Supplement (March & April)
Please note a good degree of
mobility is required to make the
most of this holiday.
Tour code: BWOH

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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ARRAN:

‘SCOTLAND IN MINIATURE’

T

5 DAYS FROM

£795

here’s nothing quite like watching the distinctive silhouette of Goatfell
rising dramatically from the clear waters of the Firth of Clyde as you
approach the isle of Arran. From our base in Blackwaterfoot, we visit Brodick
Castle and its wonderful gardens and enjoy a circular tour of Arran, passing
through Whiting Bay, Lamlash, Corrie and Sannox. We also visit the Arran Distillery.

Day 2 Today we have a circular tour of
Arran vsiting Whiting Bay, Lamlash,
Brodick, Corrie, Sannox, Catacol, Pirnmill
and Isle of Arran Distillery. Only 56 miles
around its coastline, the small villages are
compared to 'jewels on a necklace' strung
out like pearls around the island. (B & D)
Day 3 Explore at your leisure or take an
optional excursion to the little Hebridean
island of Gigha including a visit to
Achamore Gardens. Nestling close to the
mainland just off the Kintyre peninsula, this

KNITTING IN THE

Your Tour Includes
» Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the
3-star Kinloch Hotel, Blackwaterfoot

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Aberdeen, Stonehaven,
Forfar, Dundee, Perth, Kinross, Dunfermline,
Edinburgh, Glasgow) and head to Ardrossan
for our ferry to Arran and transfer to our
hotel in Blackwaterfoot. (D)

Brodick Castle

» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

is a gem of an island often overlooked by
the island-hopper. (B & D)
Day 4 This morning we visit Brodick Castle
and Gardens, looking east across the Firth
of Clyde. The present garden dates from
1932 when the Duchess of Montrose started
an ambitious woodland garden with a
collection of rhododendrons. From the
castle, paths wind downhill towards the
seashore, and in a shady place there is a
fernery and a delightful Bavarian summer
house embellished with rustic work and
lovely inlaid panels of pinecones. (B & D)
Day 5 Morning ferry to Ardrossan and
return to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Comfortable coach travel and all ferry
crossings
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
12 September
2023
29 May

£865

£840

19 June

£865

£840

11 September

£820

£795

Optional excursion (Gigha) £55

6 DAYS FROM

£1,370

E

ven those who think they know all there is to know about the art of
knitting can pick up a thing or two in the scenic Shetland Isles, and we’re not
just talking about those pesky dropped stitches! There are workshops aplenty, both
starting off our mornings and rounding off our afternoons. These present the perfect
opportunity to hone our skills - and perhaps even learn some new ones - under the
watchful eye of experienced local tutors.

Day 3 Today is the first of our knitting
workshops, where we learn about Shetland
hand-knitting. After lunch, we visit the
Nielanell Design Studio and Hoswick
Visitor Centre. (B, L & D)
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Local colour © Frances Taylor

Your Tour Includes
» Five nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: three
nights at the 3-star Busta Hotel and two
nights in two-berth inside cabins on ferry
» Three lunches

Your Itinerary

Day 2 Disembark in Lerwick, before
travelling to the Prehistoric and Norse
Settlement of Jarlshof. We stop at
Sumburgh Head, Lerwick’s Textile Gallery
of the Shetland Museum and Archives,
and finally the Shetland Textile Museum.
(B & D)

from £50

Single Supplement

Tour code: BARR

SHETLAND ISLES

Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth, Dundee) and
travel to Aberdeen for our overnight sailing
to Shetland. Dinner is served on board. (D)

£795

Day 4 We depart on a tour of the western
mainland of Shetland with visits to Walls,
terminus for the ferry service to the island of
Foula, and the headland at Sandness,
overlooking the island of Papa Stour. We
return to our hotel in the afternoon for the
second of our knitting workshops.
(B, L & D)
Day 5 Our final knitting workshop is
followed by a visit to Scalloway and some
free time in Lerwick, where you can stock
up on wool or local knitwear. (B, L & D)
Day 6 After our overnight sailing we arrive
in Aberdeen this morning and return to our
original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Three knitting workshops with expert
local tutor
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
22 September

£1,395

2023
14 September
Single Supplement

£1,445

£1,370
£350

Outside cabin supplement£55
Tour code: BKSH

SCENIC JOURNEYS OF THE

HIGHLANDS
		AND ISLANDS

7 DAYS FROM

£1,290
Tobermory

T

he Highlands and Islands of Scotland provide such a wealth of scenic journeys
that it can be a daunting prospect to work out how best to take them all in. This
tour aims to provide the answer to this Caledonian conundrum with an itinerary that
ticks off a whole host of visual gems. At the same time it provides a series of relaxing,
undemanding journeys driving through Glen Coe, travelling by train along the West
Highland Line, a round trip on the historic Jacobite steam train and cruising the
stunning Loch Linnhe, in the shadow of Ben Nevis.

» Six nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: three
nights in the Fort William area and three
nights in Inverness

Your Itinerary

» Comfortable coach travel throughout

Day 1 Assemble at Glasgow Queen Street
Station where our tour begins, as we depart
on a rail journey to Fort William, with views
of mountains, lochs and glens. (D)
Day 2 Enjoy a day of coastal and island
scenery as we drive down to Oban and take
the ferry to Mull. After visits to Tobermory
and Duart Castle, we cross by ferry to
Morvern en route to Fort William. (B & D)
Day 3 After a look at the canal locks known
as ‘Neptune’s Staircase’, we cruise on
Loch Linnhe and drive through Glen Coe,
carved out by the last Ice Age, with mist
covered mountains on either side. (B & D)

Your Tour Includes

» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

Day 4 A treat lies in store as we ride aboard
the ‘Jacobite’ steam train, forging over the
Glenfinnan Viaduct to Mallaig. (B & D)

» Services of a professional tour manager

Day 5 Cruise on Loch Ness with views of
Urquhart Castle and travel to the Moray
Firth to view its resident dolphins. (B & D)

2022		

Day 6 A classic train journey awaits as we
take the line from Inverness to Kyle of
Lochalsh on the west coast, followed by a
visit to Eilean Donan Castle. (B & D)
Day 7 Board the Cairngorm funicular
railway for sweeping views before a train
journey from Aviemore to Glasgow. (B)

Departures & Prices per person
8 September 

£1595

2023
24 April

£1,365

£1,290

16 June

£1,665

£1,590

10 September

£1,665

£1,590
£395

Single Supplement

Tour code: BSES

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

AUTUMN TINTS OF

PERTHSHIRE

H

3 DAYS FROM

£360

ome to remarkable trees, Perthshire is a delight in autumn when the
leaves turn from green to hues of red, gold, yellow and bronze – a
wonderful sight to behold as the morning mists clear. Our itinerary includes
visits to Scone Palace, The Hermitage, the woodland garden at Cluny House
and Diana’s Grove at Blair Castle – offering the country’s best ‘big tree’ experience.

Your Tour Includes

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth) and travel to
Scone Palace, whose magnificent
collection of trees includes the original
Douglas fir raised from the seed that
plant-hunter David Douglas sent back from
America in 1827. We continue to Dunkeld in
the afternoon. Near the famous cathedral,
we will find the remaining Parent Larch, the
sole survivor from a group of larches
planted here over 250 years ago, and
nearby the Birnam Oak, believed to be the
last surviving remnant of Birnam Wood, as
mentioned in Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’. (D)
Day 2 Our first visit is to the geographical
heart of Scotland, where stands the
Fortingall Yew, which has been

The Hermitage

guesstimated at anything between 3,000
and 9,000 years old. We continue to the
wonderful woodland garden at Cluny
House, the wild tree garden originally
planted by the Dukes of Atholl at the
Hermitage, and then it’s on to Aberfeldy,
where we see the birch trees that inspired
Robert Burns. (B & D)
Day 3 After a stroll around the glorious
profusion of trees at Faskally Forest, we
continue to the Pass of Killiecrankie,
which offers a splendid walk beside the
River Garry, then travel north to Blair
Castle to visit Diana’s Grove, an
outstanding ‘big tree’ experience. We return
to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Two nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the
3-star Birnam Hotel, Dunkeld
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
11 Oct

£365

2023
10 October

£385

£360

17 October

£385

£360

Single Supplement

from £195
Tour code: BATP
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NO
SINGLE SUPPLEMENT
				SNOWDROPS
OF

EASTERN SCOTLAND
4 DAYS FROM

A

£465

s the dainty white flowers of the snowdrop break through the winter
frosts, it’s a sure sign that spring is on the way. This tour takes us
to some of the most dazzling displays of Galanthus to be found on the
eastern side of Scotland. Our visits include Cambo Gardens, home to the
Plant Heritage national collection of snowdrops, and the private gardens of
Laundry Cottage and Bruckhills Croft, with their informal cottage-style gardens.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline) for the Cambo Estate, where
we can enjoy the winter garden and
specialist snowdrop collection with over
200 varieties. We continue to Barnhill
Rock Garden which spans two hectares
and features a charming pergola, Geddes
Glasshouse and ‘Snowdrop Wood’. (L & D)
Day 2 After breakfast, we pay a visit to the
private garden at Laundry Cottage, an
informal cottage-style garden located close
to the River Bogie. This afternoon we
explore Cruickshank Botanic Garden,
home to a rock and water garden and over
2,500 labelled plants. (B & D)

Snowdrops

Your Tour Includes
Day 3 We make our way to the private
garden of Bruckhills Croft, located in the
rural village of Rothienorman. Later we
depart for Fyvie Castle where the
woodlands are carpeted from mid-January
to late February with pearly Galanthus.
(B & D)
Day 4 We leave Aberdeen and head south
to Dunninald Castle and Gardens situated
on the Angus coastline. Here we get our
Galanthus fix from the carpet of snowdrops
strewn throughout the woodland and in the
walled garden. We also explore the Royal
Botanic Gardens in Edinburgh, where we
view a collection of specialist snowdrops.
We return to our original pick-up points. (B)

» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast
at the 4-star Jury’s Inn, Aberdeen in a
standard room
» One lunch
» Comfortable coaching throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
3 February

£465

Executive Room Supplement from £45
No Single Supplement
Tour code: BSES

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

		
GLASGOW’S
ART TREASURES

£499

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

FEATURING THE BURRELL COLLECTION

R

4 DAYS FROM

£470

eopened in March 2022 after an ambitious refurbishment, Glasgow’s
Burrell Collection will allow visitors for the first time to explore all three floors
in the building, set out as galleries, visible stores and special exhibition spaces. This
incredible collection holds treasures from all over the world, including 5,000-year-old
porcelain from China, paintings by renowned French artists including Manet, Cézanne
and Degas, and medieval artefacts such as stained glass, armour and tapestries.

Your Itinerary

Your Tour Includes

Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Aberdeen, Stonehaven,
Forfar, Dundee, Perth, Edinburgh, Glasgow)
and travel to the Gallery of Modern Art.
Outside the museum sits one of Glasgow’s
iconic landmarks, the equestrian statue of
the Duke of Wellington. From here, we
continue to our hotel. (D)

» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at
the Garfield House Hotel, Glasgow

Day 2 After breakfast we explore the
Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum.
Later, we pay a visit to the Hunterian
Museum, part of the University of Glasgow,
which was founded in 1807, making it
Scotland’s oldest public museum. (B & D)
Day 3 We start our day at the newly
renovated Burrell Collection. This
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ambitious refurbishment will allow visitors,
for the first time, to explore all three floors
in the building, set out as galleries, visible
stores and special exhibition spaces. This
afternoon we head to Holmwood House,
the elaborate residential villa designed by
Alexander ‘Greek’ Thomson. (B & D)
Day 4 Today we visit the House for an Art
Lover in Bellahouston Park, which offers a
remarkable insight into the work of an
architect of extraordinary vision and
imagination. From here, we return to our
original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Comfortable coaching throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
24 March

£495

£470

No Single Supplement
Tour code: BGAT

Logan Botanic Garden

GARDENS OF

DUMFRIES AND GALLOWAY

I

n the south-western corner of Scotland, Dumfries and Galloway is
4 DAYS FROM
home to some of the country’s most attractive gardens. The artistic
highlight of our tour is undoubtedly Dumfries House, actually in Ayrshire
and which Prince Charles helped to save. One of the Adam Brothers’
finest achievements, the stunning interiors showcase a unique collection
of Chippendale furniture, while the walled garden is one of the most exciting new
garden developments in all of Scotland.

£620
Drumlanrig Castle

We see something rather different at Broughton House – an artist’s garden at the
restored former home of ‘Glasgow Boy’ E. A. Hornel, which shows the influence of
his time in Japan and is always full of colour. Further highlights include Drumlanrig
Castle, one of the most important Renaissance buildings in Scotland, and Crawick
Multiverse, a gem hidden among the rolling hills of Dumfriesshire.

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast at
the 4-star Carindale Hotel

Your Itinerary

» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Aberdeen, Dundee, Perth,
Kinross, Dunfermline, Edinburgh, Glasgow)
and head for Dumfries House, whose
stunning interiors are home to a world class
collection of furniture, and explore the
Queen Elizabeth Walled Garden, one of
the best examples of its kind in Scotland.
We continue to our hotel in Dumfries. (D)

Day 3 This morning sees us at the former
artist’s studio of Broughton House, whose
compact but colourful garden displays
Japanese influences. Later we browse
among the plants at the nursery of
Ellenbank before enjoying the splendid
surroundings of Threave Estate, whose
extensive gardens have been largely
created by horticulture students. (B & D)

Day 2 We begin with a visit to the lavishly
planted Glenwhan Garden, with
marvellous views over Luce Bay and we
continue to the world-famous Logan
Botanic Garden with its superb collection
of exotic plants. (B & D)

Day 4 Art and horticulture are beautifully
combined at Drumlanrig Castle, an
imposing Renaissance building that is home
to outstanding paintings and furniture as
well as grand Victorian gardens. Our final
visit provides a contemporary contrast:
Charles Jencks’ Crawick Multiverse, a
hidden gem nestled in the rolling hills. We
return to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
11 September		
£625
13 October		
£625
2023
4 June

£645

£620

19 July 2023

£645

£620

7 August

£645

£620

12 September

£645

£620

Single Supplement

£150
Tour code: BDAG
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Bournemouth

Linc

INTRODUCING

THE UK & IRELAND

Glorious gardens, evocative archaeological sites and
world-class art await in this small yet mighty destination,
and an escorted tour here can show you just how much there
is still to discover. With many of us choosing to explore the
UK and Ireland over the past few years, we have expanded
our range to meet demand and can now take you all over
the country in search of the very best it has to offer.

RHS Garden Bridgewater
An incredibly ambitious project, RHS Garden Bridgewater is now
open and well worth a visit. Home to one of the UK's largest walled
gardens, landscaped grounds, horticultural trials and living plant
collections, it's easy to spend hours here enjoying this inspirational
outdoor space. See page 68 for our dedicated Bridgewater holiday.

Beverley

Highgrove & the Cotswolds

coln

Nestled in the picturesque Gloucestershire
countryside is Highgrove House, the private
residence of Their Royal Highnesses The
Prince of Wales and The Duchess of
Cornwall. For years now we've been taking
groups of privileged guests to explore their
beautiful organic gardens by special
appointment. We also visit some of the
outstanding gardens of the region, such as
the peerless Hidcote Manor and rosescented Kiftsgate. See page 66 for
Highgrove and pages 85 and 90 for further
discoveries of the Cotswolds.

Norwich

Cambridge

RHS Chelsea Flower Show
Ask anyone to tell you the premier
horticultural event in the UK and they’re
likely to tell you it’s the RHS Chelsea
Flower Show. With different themes each
year, incredible displays and
demonstrations, and some fantastic
shopping to boot, it’s no wonder we keep
this celebration of all things gardening in
our portfolio year after year. See page 69.

Chelmsford
London
Canterbury

Brighton

Kent and Sussex
These southern counties are home to some
outstanding English country gardens and our bestselling tour can take you to a selection of the most
impressive. Our itinerary includes visits to Nymans
Garden, Sissinghurst, Great Comp, Wakehurst Place
and Lullingstone Castle with its wonderful World
Garden of Plants. See pages 72 and 88 for full details.

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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Local residents, Chipping Campden

HIGHGROVE

AND THE COTSWOLDS

O

ur tour of the Cotswolds features an exclusive visit to Highgrove
House, the country home of HRH The Prince of Wales. This will be a
rare opportunity to see these fascinating gardens, which, of course, are
cultivated using wholly organic methods.

4 DAYS FROM

£625

Some of the finest gardens in England are to be found nestled among
the green and rolling hills of Gloucestershire. Our tour begins at the Arts and
Crafts house of Rodmarton Manor, whose fine garden comprises a series of
‘outdoor rooms’. Hidcote Manor’s contrasting garden rooms are one of the most
impressive sights in England and Kiftsgate’s splendid views are justly famous. We
shall also visit the small, private garden of Misarden Park and then Westonbirt, the
National Arboretum.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Reading, Swindon,
Bristol) and head for Rodmarton Manor,
an ‘Arts and Crafts’ house with a fine
eight-acre garden comprising a series of
‘rooms’, each with its own distinctive
character. There are superb vistas
throughout and plenty of places to sit and
admire the surroundings. We continue to
our Cotswolds hotel. (D)
Day 2 More garden rooms feature today as
we visit Hidcote Manor, an outstanding
garden of dramatic contrasts and carefully
framed vistas. It was started before World
War I by an American, Major Lawrence
Johnston, who devised a type of garden that
many think of as quintessentially English.
We continue to Kiftsgate Court, a house in
a splendid setting with views to the Vale of
Evesham and surrounded by a series of
enclosed gardens, whose formality is
blurred by generous planting. (B & D)

Day 3 This morning we explore Highgrove,
HRH The Prince of Wales’ favourite garden.
Since buying the house in 1980, Prince
Charles, with the help of friends and
advisers, has created a wonderfully varied
garden using wholly organic methods.
Features include an experimental wildflower
meadow, an arboretum and a walled kitchen
garden filled with his favourite varieties.
Later we visit Misarden Park, a walled
garden that was redeveloped in the early
20th century by Sir Edwin Lutyens. (B & D)
Day 4 We conclude among the sylvan
delights of Westonbirt, the National
Arboretum, which comprises over 18,000
trees and shrubs. We then return to our
original departure points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Please note, by the very nature of this holiday we are dependent on a successful application for admittance to
Highgrove. 2022 departures are confirmed and 2023 are expected to be confirmed in February 2023.

66

Brightwater Holidays | Worldwide

Highgrove

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at a
comfortable hotel in the Cotswolds
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
2 September

£625

23 September

£625

2023
28 April

£665

£640

19 May

£685

£660

23 June

£685

£660

4 August

£685

£660

20 September

£665

£640

Single Supplement

£195
Tour code: BHGC

PREMIUM

Your tour manager
MIKE NELHAMS

Tresco

Mike Nelhams is the Curator of Tresco’s
Abbey Gardens and one of Brightwater
Holidays’ longest-serving, most popular
and well-travelled garden experts.

GREAT GARDENS
OF CORNWALL

IN THE COMPANY OF MIKE NELHAMS

W

5 DAYS FROM

£1,495

ith the help of Mike Nelhams, Curator of Tresco’s Abbey Gardens
and a long-standing friend of Brightwater Holidays, we have put
together this very special tour of Cornwall, featuring not only the gardens
but the personalities behind them. These include Sir Tim Smit, the driving force
behind both the Lost Gardens of Heligan and the Eden Project, Charles Williams
of Caerhays Castle and Lord Falmouth of Tregothnan Estate. At our base in the
comfortable Alverton Hotel, Truro, our tour begins with a presentation from Mike
Nelhams on the great Gardens of Cornwall.

Over the following three days we will see the gardens for ourselves, beginning
with a tour of the Lost Gardens of Heligan with Garden Manager Alasdair Moore,
after a personal introduction from Sir Tim Smit, and a visit to the wonderful
gardens of Caerhays Castle, which includes lunch and a welcome from the owner
Charles Williams. After an exciting day on Tresco and a tour of the outstanding
Abbey Gardens led by Mike himself, our tour concludes with a private visit to
the Tregnothnan Estate with owner Lord Falmouth and a tour of the unique
Tregothnan Tea Plantation.

Day 1 We depart by train from London
Paddington for Truro and continue by coach
to our hotel in Cornwall. Before dinner, our
guide Mike Nelhams will give a presentation
on his favourite Cornish gardens. (D)

Day 3 We transfer to Penzance and take a
helicopter flight to Tresco, where Mike will
take us on a personal guided tour of what is
one of the most stunning gardens in the
British Isles. (B & D)

Day 2 We begin with a visit to the Lost
Gardens of Heligan, where we will be
welcomed by Sir Tim Smit who ‘discovered’
and restored the gardens to their former
glory. We will then be joined by Garden
Manager Alasdair Moore for a tour of the
gardens. Following this we transfer to
Caerhays Castle, where we have lunch and
a tour of the garden with a member of the
family. (B, L & D)

Day 4 This morning we depart for a private
visit to the Tregothnan Estate, where we
will be welcomed by the owner Lord
Falmouth. We will then be privileged to
enjoy a tour of the garden which opens very
infrequently to the public. After lunch we
will be joined by Managing Director
Jonathon Jones for a tour of the unique
Tregothnan Tea Plantation. (B, L & D)
Day 5 Return by train to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Tregothnan country house

Your Tour Includes
» Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the
4-star Alverton Hotel, Truro
» Two lunches
» Return standard class rail travel
between London and Truro (regional
rail connections and upgrades can also
be arranged at a supplement; £100pp
discount for no rail travel)
» Return helicopter flight to the Scilly Isles
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of Mike Nelhams as tour
manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
25 March 2023

£1,645

£1,495

16 April 2023

£1,695

£1,620

Single Supplement

£220
Tour code: BCMN
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Italian Gardens, Trentham Estate

RHS GARDEN

BRIDGEWATER

AND GARDENS OF THE NORTH WEST

C

urrently the largest gardening project in Europe, RHS Garden
Bridgewater opened to the public in 2021 and we are delighted to
be able to visit it as it develops and matures. This once-in-a-generation
project saw the Royal Horticultural Society take inspiration from the
heritage of the site and transform it into a world-class garden, while also
delivering a programme of community outreach and education activities,
volunteering and training.

4 DAYS FROM

£530

Based on an overall design by leading landscape architect and Chelsea Gold
Medal winner Tom Stuart-Smith, highlights include one of the largest walled
gardens in the UK, beautifully landscaped grounds, living plant collections
and horticultural trials. We also take the opportunity to visit some of the best
gardens in the North West, beginning at Trentham Estate in Staffordshire, where
the contemporary revival of the famous Italian Gardens was also led by Tom
Stuart-Smith. At Dunham Massey we discover a great plantsman's garden full
of native favourites and exotic treasures. Tatton Park’s gardens have developed
over 200 years yet retain much of their Edwardian character whilst Arley Hall
showcases a pair of herbaceous borders that is one of the greatest garden
sights of England.

Day 2 This morning we travel to the RHS
Garden Bridgewater, which includes an
11-acre walled garden, a large historic lake
and extensive woodland. In the afternoon
we visit a nearby private garden which in
contrast to Bridgewater is much smaller but
no less intriguing. (B & D)
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Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the
4-star BW Pinewood Hotel on Wilmslow
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Luton,
Northampton, Birmingham, Stoke) and head
to the gardens of Trentham Estate in
Staffordshire, where the contemporary
revival of the famous Italian Gardens was
led by Tom Stuart-Smith. We continue to
our hotel in Cheshire. (D)

The Paradise Garden, RHS Bridgewater © RHS Neil Hepworth

Day 3 After breakfast, we visit Dunham
Massey, a great plantsman’s garden full of
native favourites and exotic treasures set
around an elegant Georgian mansion. Next,
we explore Tatton Park, whose gardens
have developed over 200 years yet retain
much of their Edwardian character. (B & D)
Day 4 Today we visit Arley Hall, which
preserves the atmosphere of a garden kept
for its own delight. A pair of herbaceous
borders here is renowned as one of the
great garden sights of England. We return to
our original departure points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

2022
3 September

£595

15 October

£595

2023
27 May

£575

£550

24 June

£575

£550

19 August

£575

£550

02 September

£575

£550

14 October

£555

£530

Single Supplement

£120
Tour code: BBNW

RHS Chelsea Flower Show

THE RHS

CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW
AND CLASSIC ENGLISH GARDENS

O

7 DAYS FROM

ur tour combines the colour, prestige and excitement of the RHS
Chelsea Flower Show with some of Southern England’s finest
gardens, affording the opportunity to enjoy a wide range of horticultural
excellence.

£1,220

RHS Garden Wisley, Surrey

Revel in the delights of the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, wander around the
unmissable gardens of RHS Garden Wisley, and discover the history of glorious
Sissinghurst in Kent. We then head west, breaking our journey at the beautiful
gardens of Wilton House near Salisbury and finally on to Henry Hoare’s famous
landscape garden of Stourhead. From our hotel in the West Country, we stop to
visit the ancient Bishop’s Palace in Wells, the Harold Peto-designed garden at Iford
Manor, and we also have some time in the town of Bath, famous for its Roman
baths and its rows of elegant Georgian terraces.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Heathrow) and
head to RHS Garden Wisley, the epitome
of horticultural excellence. Here, the highest
standards of practical horticulture are
deployed in the setting of a splendid old site,
rich in fine trees against a backdrop of other
plants, all impeccably labelled. (D)
Day 2 We devote our entire day to the RHS
Chelsea Flower Show, a great British
tradition and exciting source of inspiration
and advice. One of the highlights of the
show is the collection of full-sized show
gardens. Inside the Great Marquee visitors
have their senses ravished by the hundreds
of floral displays, many of them including
rare and unusual plants. (B & D)
Day 3 This morning we visit the famous
gardens at Sissinghurst. The history here is
rich and fascinating, and the gardens are

stunning. We continue to another classic
English garden, Great Dixter. (B & D)
Day 4 Today we explore Wilton House and
its gardens before visiting Stourhead with
its temples, urns and grotto. (B & D)
Day 5 We start our day at The Bishop’s
Palace in Wells, a stunning medieval
building. Later we visit Hestercombe, one
of Gertrude Jeykll’s greatest masterpieces.
(B & D)
Day 6 Today we take a trip to Iford Manor
where we have an exclusive private visit
before enjoying some free time in Bath.
(B & D)
Day 7 We travel to Tyntesfield with its
immaculate terraced lawns before returning
to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Sissinghurst

Your Tour Includes
» Six nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast:
three nights at the 3-star Holiday Inn
Farnborough (or similar) and three nights
at the 3-star Walnut Tree Hotel, North
Petherton, Somerset (or similar)
» Full-day ticket for the RHS Chelsea Flower
Show
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
25 May
Single Supplement

£1,295

£1,220
£330

Tour code: BCHA
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LOW SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Alnwick Gardens - The Grand Cascade

GARDENS OF

NORTHUMBERLAND

T

4 DAYS FROM

he largely rural county of Northumberland is home to a range of
individual and imaginative gardens, with each one giving an unusual
insight into the pleasure of gardening in this most beautiful and tranquil
corner of England. Our tour begins at the gardens of Belsay Hall, which
are uniquely set in the quarry that provided the stone to build the house itself. We
continue with Mindrum, a large and generous garden, which was created by a natural
artist with skill and verve. Colours are soft and subtle, and the garden is rich in roses,
scented plants, wildflowers and remarkable trees. A few years ago, her son took
over at Mindrum and she set about creating a new garden at Kirky Cottage, a gravel
garden in the cottage garden style, filled with her favourite plants from Mindrum and
many others.

£770

In Whalton, one of Northumberland’s prettiest villages, we find Manor House, a
charming English country house garden with a history that features a contribution
from the dream team of garden design, Gertrude Jekyll and Edwin Lutyens.
Newbiggin House, in the equally pretty village of Blanchland, offers us delightful
old fashioned herbaceous borders, while, by way of contrast, the Alnwick
Garden, whose inspiration stems from the unbridled passion of the Duchess of
Northumberland, gives us a garden for the 21st century, full of innovative features
and bold planting.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We travel by rail from London’s Kings
Cross to Newcastle and transfer to Belsay
Hall, a Grade I listed medieval Manor House
with a banqueting hall that dates back to at
least the 13th century. (D)
Day 2 Today we travel through the wild and
rugged landscape of north Northumberland
to Mindrum. The garden was created with
great skill and verve by the owner, and is
now looked after by her son. We transfer to
her new garden, created a few years ago at
Kirky Cottage, where lunch is included.
(B, L & D)

Day 3 Today, we visit Alnwick Garden, one
of the world’s most ambitious new gardens.
The Duchess of Northumberland’s vision for
a forgotten plot is now a 21st century
experience full of imagination, inspiration
and fun. Our second visit today will be to the
garden at the Manor House. (B & D)
Day 4 Before heading home, we travel to
the Northumberland/Durham border to
Newbiggin House, a five-acre landscaped
garden at 1,000ft started in 1996, which has
matured beautifully. We then catch a train
from Newcastle back to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner
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Newbiggin House flowers

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at
the centrally located 4-star Marriott Royal
County Hotel, Durham and one lunch
» Return standard class rail travel from
London Kings Cross to Newcastle
(first class upgrades and regional rail
connections available; £100 reduction for
no rail travel) and comfortable coach travel
throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
04 June

£795

£770

23 July

£795

£770

27 August

£795

£770

Single Supplement£90
Tour code: BNBG

GARDENS OF

SOMERSET AND DORSET
5 DAYS FROM

T

£620

he neighbouring counties of Dorset and Somerset epitomise the
timeless and restrained beauty of rural England, and are home to
a fine selection of classic gardens in a variety of different styles. Both
counties offer grand vistas, both natural and man-made, and small and
intimate treasures. Visits include Stourhead, Kilver Court and East Lambrook,
the ‘Home of English Cottage Gardening’, created by gardening icon Margery Fish.

Your Tour Includes

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Basingstoke) and
head for the gardens at Stourhead. (D)
Day 2 Today we visit the gardens at Kilver
Court, which feature an unusual and highly
impressive backdrop – a vast railway viaduct.
Later we visit the Yeo Valley Organic
Garden, a constantly evolving patchwork of
ornamental and edible plants. (B & D)
Day 3 We travel to the gardens at Minterne,
an 18th century serpentine park with lakes,
a stream and a fine woodland garden. We
continue to Forde Abbey, whose towering
fountain is a highlight for many in 30 acres
of award-winning gardens. (B & D)

East Lambrook Manor

Day 4 We visit Tintinhull Gardens, set
around an attractive 17th century manor
house, and one of the most harmonious
small gardens in Britain. In the afternoon we
call in at East Lambrook Manor, created by
gardening icon Margery Fish and recognised
throughout the world as the ‘Home of
English Cottage Gardening’. (B & D)
Day 5 We depart for the gardens of
Barrington Court, inspired by the designs
of Gertrude Jekyll. Before the tour ends, our
final visit is to Lytes Cary Manor, which is
surrounded by an enchanting garden. We
return to our original pick-up points. (B)

» Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the
3-star Holiday Inn, Taunton
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
29 June

£665

£640

17 August

£695

£670

14 September

£645

£620
£130

Single Supplement

Tour code: BSDO

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

GARDENS OF

NORTH WALES

S

4 DAYS FROM
et among glorious scenery that includes the mountains of Snowdonia,
dramatic seascapes and ancient castles, North Wales is home to
some outstanding gardens. One of the best is Plas Cadnant, whose new
owner brought it back to life. It has since emerged as a gem of a garden
full of interest. Further highlights include Plas yn Rhiw, Bodnant Garden and the
eccentric Italianate village of Portmeirion.

£590
Portmeirion

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Luton,
Northampton, Birmingham) and head to the
gardens of Powis Castle, influenced by
French and Italian styles. We continue to our
hotel. (D)
Day 2 Today we travel to the privately
owned garden of Maenan Hall, a beautiful
property set among mature hardwoods on
the slopes of the Conwy Valley. In the
afternoon we travel to Colwyn Bay to visit
Bodnant Garden and then we tour Plas
Cadnant, a historic hidden garden which is
slowly being uncovered and restored to its
former glory. (B & D)

Your Tour Includes
Day 3 Today we visit Mynydd Heulog, an
18th century stone cottage set in a sloping
garden with amazing views over the bay. We
then visit Plas yn Rhiw, a delightful manor
house with an ornamental garden. (B & D)
Day 4 We visit the gardens at Plas
Brondanw, followed by the village of
Portmeirion – both created in a unique
Italianate style by Sir Clough Williams-Ellis.
Much work has been carried out in recent
years to improve the gardens here,
enhancing the architecture’s beauty. Later,
we return to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at
the 3-star Celtic Royal Hotel, Caernarfon
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of Tony Russell as tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
18 May

£615

£590

12 August

£615

£590

Single Supplement

£195
Tour code: BNWA

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

The Elizabethan Mansion at Wakehurst Place © Jim Holden - RBG Kew

THE GARDENS OF

KENT & SUSSEX

4 DAYS FROM

£690

I

f there’s one tour that epitomises the joy of strolling around a perfect English
country garden, it is this one – with one shining example after another to be
savoured and enjoyed.
Even if you have visited some of these properties before, such is their allure that
you can return again and again, just as you would re-read your favourite novel.
First-time visitors will be bowled over by the quality and pedigree of these gardens,
which capture the essence of the English country garden. We start at Great Comp,
filled with rare and beautiful shrubs, followed by Lullingstone Castle. Nymans
Garden offers outstanding plants in a theatrical setting and is twinned with the
Sussex Prairie Garden, reminiscent of the work of the great Dutch garden designer
Piet Oudolf. We also visit Sissinghurst, surely the most-copied flower garden in
the world, and Great Dixter. A stroll around the gardens of Scotney Castle and a
special visit to RHS Garden Wisley, round off a distinguished tour.
With all gardens offering year-round colour and interest, choose between the fresh
greens of spring, the warmth and extravagance of summer or the myriad colours of
autumn.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Gatwick) and head
to Great Comp Garden, home to rare
shrubs, perennials and hardy plants. We
continue to Lullingstone Castle, with its
unique World Garden of Plants, inspired by
Tom Hart Dyke’s experience as a captive of
Colombian guerillas. (D)
Day 2 Today, we set off for Sussex Prairie
Garden an eight-acre garden boasting large
borders in a naturalistic style and drifts of
herbaceous perennials. We continue to
Nymans Garden, an outstanding plant
collection in an inspirational setting with
many rare and exotic plants combined with
a pinetum, walled and Italian garden. (B & D)
Day 3 This morning, we are privileged to
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have an ‘early bird’ visit to the manicured
gardens of Sissinghurst. We continue to
another classic English Country Garden,
namely Christopher Lloyd’s Great Dixter.
No gardener could come here without
making discoveries and rekindling a zest for
gardening. (B & D)
Day 4 Our first visit is to Scotney Castle,
which boasts a picturesque garden and a
14th century moated castle. We conclude in
the distinguished surroundings of RHS
Garden Wisley, where the highest
standards of horticulture are deployed.
Lunch and a guided tour are included here,
rounding our tour off in style. We return to
our original pick-up points. (B & L)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Lullingstone Castle

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast
at the 4-star Donnington Manor Hotel,
Sevenoaks
» One lunch
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
21 April

£715

£690

23 June

£745

£720

18 August

£735

£710

29 September

£735

£710

No Single Supplement
Tour code: BKSG

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Lake Windermere

COLOURS OF THE

LAKE DISTRICT

4 DAYS FROM

£720

I

t’s easy to see why so many celebrated literary figures chose to call the Lake
District home - this part of the country is simply spectacular. By far the UK’s most
popular national park, the Lake District was given UNESCO World Heritage Status in
2017 and its spellbinding landscape of rolling mountains and sprawling lakes is sure
to inspire even the most uncreative soul!
Taking a leaf from the books of the area’s most famous residents, we will embark
upon a scenic, story-filled tour, paying visits to Beatrix Potter’s 17th century
farmhouse known as Hill Top and the nearby art gallery, William Wordsworth’s
idyllic Dove Cottage and artist and critic John Ruskin’s Brantwood. Further
highlights include the ‘Arts and Crafts’ house of Blackwell and the splendid
gardens of Sizergh Castle and Levens Hall, which provide a changing palette of
colour throughout the seasons.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Luton,
Northampton, Birmingham, Lancaster) and
head to Sizergh Castle. Built in the Middle
Ages by the Strickland family, this imposing
house stands proud in a rich, beautiful
garden. The estate is crossed with
footpaths, giving stunning views over
Morecambe Bay and the Lakeland hills. We
continue to our hotel. (D)
Day 2 We visit two of William Wordsworth’s
former homes including Dove Cottage,
featuring the couch referred to in the poem
‘Daffodils’. Much of his life here was centred
around the garden and orchard, the
harshness of the white-wash cottage
subdued by his training of roses,
honeysuckle and scarlet beans to clamber
up the walls. His final home was at Rydal
Mount, which contains many of his prized
possessions. Wordsworth was a keen
landscape gardener and the five acre
garden remains very much as he designed
it, consisting of fell-side terraces, rock pools

and an ancient mound. At the Arts & Crafts
house of Blackwell we will see many
original decorative features. (B & D)
Day 3 We tour the delightful 17th century
farmhouse where Beatrix Potter lived and
worked, complete with the little garden that
inspired ‘Peter Rabbit’ as well as the nearby
gallery displaying some of her original
artwork. Then we visit Brantwood, John
Ruskin’s ‘living laboratory’ on the shores of
Lake Coniston. The “Hortus Inclusus” – a
medieval-style garden – contains an
extensive collection of British native herbs.
Elsewhere in the gardens there are over
270 different British hardy ferns and tall
oaks as well as a selection of cottage
flowers and 19th century varieties of fruit. (B
& D)
Day 4 We call in at Levens Hall, whose
magnificent topiary was created in 1694 by
Monsieur Guillaume Beaumont, who trained
under Le Nôtre at Versailles. We then return
to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Sizergh Castle

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at
the 4-star Skiddaw Hotel, Keswick
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
1 May

£765

£740

19 June

£765

£740

2 October

£745

£720

No Single Supplement
Tour code: BATL

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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Malahide Castle

THE

IRISH ROVER

J

ust like the Van Morrison song, this Irish Rover is wrapped up in
8 DAYS FROM
glory – the glory of some of Ireland’s finest gardens. A rich feast of
horticultural excellence awaits, with memorable and beguiling gardens,
enthusiastic and skilful owners and an ever-changing backdrop of lush
green hills, fertile fields and glittering seascapes. Our north to south journey
is packed full of gems yet relaxed and unhurried, taking in the very best that the
Emerald Isle has to offer.

£1,645

We begin in Northern Ireland at the dazzling and idiosyncratic garden of Mount
Stewart, truly one of the great gardens of the world. We also visit romantic
Rowallane and atmospheric Castle Ward.
We move on to Dublin where we meet June Blake, a passionate plantswoman
who grows a unique mix of bamboos, ornamental grasses and perennials, and
her brother Jimi Blake at Hunting Brook, with its fusion of prairie and tropical
planting. We also visit the Airfield Estate, which came to prominence under Jimi
Blake; Malahide, one of the oldest and most historic castles in Ireland, with its own
splendid botanic garden and Powerscourt, one of Ireland’s most famous gardens
with magnificent vistas over the surrounding countryside.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly to Belfast and continue to
Mount Stewart, the dazzling and
idiosyncratic gardens that bask in the
micro-climate that exists here. (D)
Day 2 We visit Rowallane Garden, filled
with dazzling borders, shrubs and trees, and
Castle Ward, whose terraced garden is
adorned with exotic planting. (B & D)
Day 3 Travelling south into the Republic, we
call in at Malahide Castle, one of the oldest
and most historic castles in Ireland, with an
exceptional botanic garden. (B & D)
Day 4 Here in Dublin we visit Corke Lodge,
an exotic garden built around an Italianate
villa, and the Airfield Estate, whose garden
came to prominence under renowned
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Blarney Castle

Your Tour Includes
» Seven nights’ bed & breakfast: two nights
at the 4-star Dunadry Hotel, Co Antrim;
three nights at the 4-star Hilton Dublin;
and two nights at the 3-star Blarney
Woollen Mills Hotel, Cork (hotels subject
to change)
» Five dinners

plantsman Jimi Blake and over the last
20 years or so has evolved into a captivating
contemporary garden. (B)

» Flights from London to Belfast, returning
from Cork

Day 5 Today we visit Hunting Brook and
June Blake’s Nursery, along with
Powerscourt, Ireland’s most famous
historic garden. (B)

» Comfortable coach travel throughout

Day 6 On our way to Cork we call in at
Mount Usher, a lovely informal garden
which dates back to 1850. (B & D)
Day 7 We visit the Italianate masterpiece
Illnacullin and Blarney Castle. (B & D)
Day 8 We transfer to Cork airport for our
return flight to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
4 May

£1,720

£1,645

14 June

£1,770

£1,695

10 August

£1,770

£1,695

Single Supplement

£495
Tour code: BIFG

PRIVATE GARDENS OF

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

CAITHNESS & SUTHERLAND

T

he spectacular seascapes and wild lands of Caithness and Sutherland,
right at the very top of Britain, are home to a surprising number of
stunning gardens – from formal gardens that surround grand castles with
heaving and colourful herbaceous borders, to small and homely gardens
tucked away in neat little villages.

4 DAYS FROM

£590
Dunbeath Castle

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Dunfermline, Kinross, Perth, Inverness) for
the private garden of Old Allangrange,
where a beautiful 17th century house is the
backdrop to a semi-formal garden with
many fine old trees. We then continue to our
comfortable hotel in Thurso. (D)
Day 2 Today we start at Dunbeath Castle,
home to the private garden of Stuart
Wyndham Murray-Threipland, one of the
finest ornamental walled gardens in
Scotland. In the afternoon we will visit the
private garden Langwell, a beautiful old
walled garden with spectacular borders
situated in the secluded Strath. (B & D)
Day 3 Travel along the coast to Bighouse
Lodge. The walled garden features

herbaceous borders, a sunken garden and
four conceptual gardens behind the
hedgerows. This afternoon we will visit The
Castle of Mey, the former holiday home of
the late Queen Mother. (B & D)
Day 4 After breakfast we head south to the
highland capital, Inverness. Here we have a
visit to the historic Culloden House Hotel,
home to a delightful four-acre walled
garden that Michael Innes, the former
Gardens Advisor for the National Trust of
Scotland was commissioned to restore.
After our visit we enjoy afternoon tea before
heading back to our original pick-up points.
(B & AT)

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at
the 3-star Station Hotel, Thurso (or similar)
» One Afternoon Tea
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
26 June

£620

£595

10 July

£615

£590

No Single Supplement

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner,
AT: Afternoon Tea

Tour code: BCAS

PRIVATE GARDENS OF

CORNWALL

C

ornwall’s gardens are justly famous for their colour and variety, and
4 DAYS FROM
there are some truly outstanding examples to visit here - many
of them privately owned. We discover Lanhydrock, with some of the
finest parkland in Cornwall; Bosvigo, which features perfectly planted
enclosures and thoughtful colour harmonies; and Marsh Villa, the result of
years of hard work.

£695

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Reading, Swindon,
Bristol) and travel to Cornwall, stopping en
route for refreshments (not included). In the
afternoon we visit Lanhydrock Gardens.
Now the property of the National Trust,
Lanhydrock was the home of the Robartes
family from 1620 until 1953. (D)
Day 2 Following breakfast, we head to
Trelissick, a modern garden that was
created within shelter belts planted 200
years ago. Later, we visit the privately
owned Lamorran House, overlooking
Falmouth Bay, which has been designed by
the owner in an Italianate style, although
there are Japanese influences here. (B & D)
Day 3 Today we visit Caerhays Castle,
surrounded by a woodland garden created

Lanhydrock

by JC Williams, who sponsored plant
hunting expeditions to China in the early
19th century. This afternoon, we explore
Trewithen, a garden whose reputation
amongst connoisseurs of gardens has
always been the highest. (B & D)
Day 4 After breakfast we visit Cothele, a
Tudor House that has changed very little
over the years. Outside, explore the formal
terraces and valley garden, including a
medieval stewpond and dovecote as well as
two orchards. We later visit The Garden
House, where Lionel Fortescue created a
suitably romantic garden, built on
precipitous terraces from which there are
lovely views of the gardens and surrounding
countryside. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights' dinner bed & breakfast at a
comfortable hotel
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
27 April

£720

£695

29 June

£745

£720

Single Supplement

£195
Tour code: BPCO

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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PREMIUM

The grapevine arch in Loseley Park

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF

GERTRUDE JEYKLL

O

6 DAYS FROM
ver the last hundred years few would doubt the great influence
Gertrude Jekyll had on garden design. In her lifetime Jekyll was
a prolific garden designer creating over 400 gardens; she was a
plantswoman extraordinaire, painter and writer, however she is perhaps
best remembered for her association with the architect Sir Edwin Lutyens.

£1,420

We start our tour at the private garden of Durmast House, which was originally
designed by Gertrude Jekyll, followed by Knightshayes with a unique collection of
plants, and Hestercombe, perhaps Jekyll and Lutyens’ most famous collaboration.
Heading eastwards, we explore Munstead Wood, Jekyll’s home for almost 40 years.
We will visit Loseley Park and Gravetye Manor, the home of William Robinson with
whom Gertrude Jekyll collaborated on plants and writings and which is considered
one of the most historically significant gardens in England. We also visit the nearby
garden of Vann and the privately owned Manor House near Upton Grey.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Basingstoke) and
head towards Durmast House where we
find the private garden originally designed
by Gertrude Jekyll. Later, we continue on to
our hotel. (D)
Day 2 This morning we visit Hestercombe,
one of Gertrude Jekyll and Sir Edwin
Lutyens’ greatest masterpieces, where we
enjoy a tour with the Head Gardener. The
garden is home to a round pool in a circular
walled garden and the most beautiful
orangery of the 20th century. Later, we
proceed to Knightshayes Court, a Grade I
listed Victorian country house designed by
William Burgess. (B & D)
Day 3 Today, we visit East Lambrook,
recognised throughout the world as the
‘Home of English Cottage Gardening’,
having been created in the 1940s, 50s and
60s by the late gardening icon, Margery
Fish. We continue to our next hotel. (B & D)
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Day 4 After breakfast, we begin the day
with a visit to Munstead Wood, which is
where Gertrude Jekyll lived until her death
in 1932 and was the scene of her highly
influential garden experiments. (B & D)
Day 5 We begin at Loseley Park, a
highlight of which is the Walled Garden, an
extensive area divided into ‘rooms’, each
with its own personality. Later, we visit the
gardens at Gravetye Manor, home to
William Robinson, one of the greatest
gardeners of all time. After our tour, we
have an exclusive private dinner
experience. (B & D)
Day 6 Following breakfast, we visit the
garden at Vann, which incorporates
Gertrude Jekyll’s 1911 water garden. Later,
we visit the garden at Upton Grey Manor
House, which is believed to be the most
comprehensive and authentic Jekyll Garden.
We return to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Hestercombe Gardens fountain

Your Tour Includes
» Five nights’ bed and breakfast: two nights
at the boutique Lanes Hotel, Yeovil and
three nights at the 4-star Frensham Pond
Hotel, Farnham
» Four dinners at the hotels and one at
Gravetye Manor
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
1 June
Single Supplement

£1,495

£1,420
£395

Tour code: BJEK

85 'Merlin' Killarney - © Neil Dinnen

EMERALD ISLE
EXPLORER

9 DAYS FROM

£1,995

J

oin us on a trip of a lifetime combining steam travel in atmospheric vintage
carriages with beautiful countryside, fascinating cities, lovely hotels, great food
and wine - and above all - the opportunity to enjoy a relaxed and stress-free holiday.
In the Emerald Isle of Ireland we can expect a warm welcome wherever we go,
with high class hotels, lovely scenery and world-famous tourist attractions. But of
course it is the magical whiff of smoke and steam that makes this trip so special,
with a series of steam-hauled excursions over the Irish rail network to be savoured.
Featured locomotives include V Class no. 85 Merlin from 1932 and no. 171 Slieve
Gullion from 1913, while our coaches are refurbished 1960s Cravens along with a
wood-panelled bar car – the only one in the world to serve draught Guinness!

Your Itinerary

Day 1 Travel independently to Dublin or
alternatively take the optional package
which includes rail and ferry travel from
London to Dublin via Holyhead. Overnight
at our hotel in Dublin. (D)
Day 2 We set off by steam train from Dublin
Heuston and head west right across the
Emerald Isle before stopping for free time at
the charming city of Athlone. We continue
by train to vibrant Galway and transfer to
our hotel. (B)
Day 3 This is a day at leisure in Galway.
Optional excursions will be on offer to some
of West Ireland’s finest attractions and may
include trips to the Aran Islands, the Cliffs
of Moher and Kylemore Abbey. (B)
Day 4 Today we head off by steam
southwards to Limerick for free time to
explore. We reboard the train and turn
inland, passing Limerick Junction and
heading southwest to Mallow and on to
Killarney. We transfer to our hotel for the
next three nights. (B)
Day 5 A variety of optional excursions are
available today including a boat tour on
Lake Killarney, a scenic drive including

views of lakes, rivers and waterfalls and a
steam trip to Tralee including a
Champagne Cream Tea. (B)
Day 6 A further day to set your own pace with
optional excursions including a full day steam
excursion to Cork with free time to explore.
Day 7 We set off today towards Mallow and
Limerick Junction for the short distance to
Tipperary before steaming to Waterford
for time to explore. Perhaps visit the
Waterford Crystal Factory and Visitor
Centre. We head north to Kilkenny and our
hotel. (B)
Day 8 Free time to explore Kilkenny or
perhaps enjoy an optional steam train
excursion to Wexford and return by coach.
(B)
Day 9 Transfer this morning to Wexford to
board our steam train towards Dublin
crossing the River Liffey before arriving at
Connelly station where our tour concludes.
Travel home independently or, for those
returning by train, one extra night in Dublin
is included today with return ferry and train
the following day.
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast,, D: Dinner

Lake Killarney

Your Tour Includes
» Eight nights’ bed & breakfast: one night in
Dublin, two nights in Galway, three nights
in Killarney and two nights in Kilkenny
» Coach travel between the train and your
hotels
» Porterage at hotels
» A team of helpful staff both on board the
train and at the hotels

Departures & Prices per person
2023
3 May
Premium Standard £1,995
Premier Dining £2,995
Pullman-style Dining 
Single Supplement

£3,995
On request

Please note that the board basis shown
applies to Premium Standard only. Additional
lunches and dinners are included for Premier
Dining and Pullman-style Dining category
– please see our website or ask for details.

Tour code: BEIE

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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La Seigneurie Gardens

PRIVATE GARDENS OF

GUERNSEY & SARK

T

5 DAYS FROM

£1,190

he island of Guernsey, just 20 miles off the coast of France, flourishes
in the warmth of summer and is home to some wonderful gardens.
On our first day here we visit the Guernsey Millennium Tapestry which
provides a colourful introduction to the island’s history, followed by Castle
Cornet where a profusion of plants nestles within the ancient walls, a large town
garden with good planting in St. Peter Port as well as a small private garden.

Further highlights on Guernsey include Saumarez Park and the Guernsey Folk
and Costume Museum, the workshop of a local jewellers and Candie Gardens,
a Victorian gem with sweeping views over St Peter Port. We also offer the
opportunity to sail to the neighbouring island of Sark, where we tour the wonderful
garden of La Seignurie and the wildflower meadows that are scattered across this
tranquil, traffic-free island.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly from London to Guernsey,
where we begin with a visit to the Guernsey
Millennium Tapestry, illustrating 1,000 years
of local history. We continue with visits to the
gardens at Castle Cornet, where there is a
profusion of plants both ancient and modern,
followed by two private gardens. We
transfer to our hotel for our evening meal. (D)
Day 2 Today we explore the walled garden
at Saumarez Park and the Guernsey Folk
& Costume Museum, followed by a visit to
a private garden set in a very old estate.
We continue to the workshop of jewellers
Bruce Russell & Son before concluding
today with a visit to Candie Gardens with
panoramic views over St Peter Port. (B & D)
Day 3 The private garden of Forest Lodge
awaits us this morning with its wide variety of
more unusual and tender, plants and shrubs.
We continue with a visit to a Craft and
Farmers Market. Nearby is Oatlands Village,
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Candie Gardens

home to a variety of unique attractions, in the
form of historic brick kilns, thatched barns,
craft and embroidery shops, a jeweller’s and a
chocolatier. Later we enjoy a scenic guided
coach tour of the island, stopping off at points
of interest along the way. (B & D)
Day 4 Today is free to explore Guernsey at
leisure, or alternatively join our optional
excursion to neighbouring Sark, where we
visit the lovely gardens of La Seignurie and
enjoy a ride on a pony and trap on this
traffic-free little island. (B & D)
Day 5 After breakfast, we have free time for
shopping. There’s time to visit a private
garden before we transfer to the airport in
time for our return flight to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» Five nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast; three
nights at 3-star La Barbarie Hotel, St
Peter Port, Guernsey
» Return flights from London to Guernsey
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
13 April

£1,265

£1,190

1 June

£1,365

£1,290

14 September

£1,365

£1,290

Single Supplement

£295
Tour code: BGYS

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

THRIPLOW’S

DAFFODIL FESTIVAL

E

3 DAYS FROM

£395

ach year, the streets of Thriplow in Cambridgeshire are lined with
masses of daffodils, bringing a welcome splash of colour to the early
spring. In addition to floral displays, there are open gardens and traditional rural
events to enjoy. These include Morris dancing, sheep dog and birds of prey displays,
bell ring and horse and cart rides, all in the most charming surroundings.

Cambridge University Botanic Gardens

We also visit the Wimpole Estate, where we can see intimate rooms contrasting with
beautiful and unexpected Georgian interiors, including the remarkable Yellow Drawing
Room. We continue with visits to Cambridge University Botanic Garden, a heritagelisted garden that has been designed for year-round interest and had a glasshouse
filled with colourful plants, and Ickworth House, home to one of the best collections in
Britain of fine Georgian silver along with Regency furniture and porcelain.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Bristol, Swindon, Reading,
London) and travel to the village of Thriplow,
a few miles south of Cambridge, where we
will visit the Thriplow Daffodil Festival. The
streets of this pretty village are lined with
masses of daffodils, bringing a welcome
splash of colour to the early spring. In
addition to these glorious displays there are
open gardens to explore along with
traditional rural events such as Morris
dancing, sheep dog and birds of prey
displays, heavy horse drey rides and bell
ringing, providing plenty of entertainment in
charming surroundings. We then continue
to our hotel in Cambridge. (D)
Day 2 This morning we visit the Wimpole
Estate, at the heart of which lies a mansion
with beautiful Georgian interiors. In the
gardens the first signs of spring growth will
be appearing. Stroll around the landscaped
park among the rare-breed cattle and you
can imagine the previous owners planning
their visions of grand avenues and
spectacular vistas. There will be more exotic
plant life to discover as we visit the excellent

Cambridge University Botanic Garden
this afternoon. Since its opening in 1846, the
Botanic Garden has been an inspiration for
gardeners, an exciting introduction to the
natural world for families and a refreshing
oasis for visitors. This heritage-listed garden
has been designed for both year-round
interest and seasonal inspiration so, even at
this time of year, there will plenty to see,
particularly in the 80-metre long
Glasshouse Range, which is filled with
tender and colourful plants. (B & D)
Day 3 Our spring break concludes with a
visit to Ickworth House, famous for its
100ft high Rotunda. It contains paintings by
Velázquez, Titian, Poussin and Claude
Lorraine, as well as an unrivalled series of
18th-century family portraits by artists such
as Gainsborough, Reynolds and Hogarth. In
addition, Ickworth has arguably the best
collection in Britain of fine Georgian silver,
as well as very good examples of Regency
furniture and porcelain. From here, we
return to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

The Garden and Rotunda of Ickworth Country House

Your Tour Includes
» Two nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at
the 4-star Clayton Hotel, Cambridge in a
standard room
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
26 March

£445£395

No Single Supplement
Executive Room Supplement

from £40

Executive with Balcony Room
Supplement 		
from £70
Additional nights (bed & breakfast)
available 		
from £105
Tour code: BTDF

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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PREMIUM

Minterne House

SOMERSET

AND DORSET IN STYLE

I

n addition to our Gardens of Somerset and Dorset holiday (see page
4 DAYS FROM
69) and our Coastal Castles and magnificent Mansions of Dorset Tour
(see page 89) we offer this stylish tour of the neighbouring counties which
are home to a particularly rich selection of wonderful houses and gardens.
Tranquil private gardens are included here, such as The Old Vicarage in
Shaftesbury, a delightful wildlife garden that bursts with colour, and The Old Rectory
with its walled garden, kitchen garden and masses of roses.

£890

Larger and grander gardens are also featured, such as Mapperton House and
Gardens, where we enjoy a cream tea, the large plantsman’s gardens at Horn Park
with spectacular views across the Dorset countryside and East Lambrook Manor,
recognised throughout the world as the ‘Home of English Cottage Gardening’. The
highlight is a visit to Minterne, former home of Sir Winston Churchill, where we
enjoy a guided tour of the house and gardens in the company of current owner
Lord Digby, with a private lunch also included. Join us as we tour Somerset and
Dorset in style!

Day 2 Depart for Mapperton House where
we have exclusive access to the garden
followed by a guided tour of the house and
a cream tea. Later we visit the private
garden at the Old Rectory, which features
numerous springs and streams, a natural
swimming pool ringed with native plants
and over 350 rose bushes. (B, CT & D)

80

Brightwater Holidays | Worldwide

HOLIDAY HIGHLIGHTS
» Private tour of Minterne House and
Gardens with Lord Digby and a
private lunch
» Exclusive access to the garden
followed by a guided tour of the
house and a cream tea at Mapperton
House
» Light lunch at the Old Vicarage
gardens
» Souvenir plant shopping at East
Lambrook Manor Gardens & Nursery

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Reading, Swindon,
Bristol) and head to the Old Vicarage,
Shaftesbury. This wildlife garden is
peppered with hundreds of bulbs that burst
with colour throughout the seasons, though
in June the highlight is the alliums, which are
in full bloom. We are treated to a light lunch
before time to explore. (L & D)

East Lambrook Manor Garden

Day 3 We begin at the large plantsman’s
gardens at Horn Park with an introduction
from the owner to this horticultural delight.
In the afternoon we continue to Minterne
House and Gardens, where we have a
two-course lunch before embarking on an
exclusive private tour of the house and
gardens with owner Lord Digby. (B, L & D)
Day 4 Our final visit takes us to East
Lambrook Manor Gardens, created by
Margery Fish and recognised throughout
the world as the ‘Home of English Cottage
Gardening’. We also have a chance to pick
up a souvenir or two at the Margery Fish
Plant Nursery before returning to our
original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, CT: Cream
Tea, D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at
the boutique Lanes Hotel, Yeovil
» Two lunches and a cream tea
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
11 June
Single Supplement

£915

£890
£225

Tour code: BPSD

PREMIUM
NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Holkham Hall

STATELY HOMES AND SEASIDE CASTLES OF

NORFOLK

5 DAYS FROM

£1,095

O

ur historical tour of Norfolk begins as we travel through verdant rolling
countryside to our first stately home, the 500-year-old Oxburgh Hall,
a survivor from the War of the Roses, followed by a visit to one of Britain’s
largest and best-preserved keeps, Castle Rising. We also visit the Blickling
Estate, a stunning Jacobean mansion set in magnificent parklands and glorious
gardens.

After a brief trip on the North Norfolk Heritage Railway, we head to what is one
of Norfolk’s most famous stately homes, Sandringham, the much-loved retreat of
the British monarchy, where we have the chance to enjoy a memorable afternoon
tea followed by a private guided tour. The Palladian-style Holkham Hall, home to
the Earls of Leicester, and the charming, moated manor of Hindringham Hall are
next, with private access to the beautifully tended gardens included at the latter.
Another Palladian-style house features as we visit Wolterton Park, as well as the
Regency house Hoveton Hall, where we meet the current owner. Finally, we join
Lady Walpole at her ancestral family home, Mannington Hall, for a guided tour and
light lunch.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Colchester) and
head to Oxburgh Hall, a stunning moated
country house built in 1482 at the peak of
the War of the Roses by the Bedingfeld
family. We continue to Castle Rising, one of
the best preserved and most extravagantly
decorated keeps to be found in England. (D)
Day 2 We depart for the Blickling Estate, a
jaw-dropping Jacobean mansion
surrounded by magnificent gardens and
delightful meadows. After a nostalgic trip on
the North Norfolk Railway we visit
Wolterton Hall, sumptuously furnished and
decorated. An in-depth tour and
refreshments are included. (B & D)

Day 3 We tour Holkham Hall, the
magnificent home of the Earls of Leicester
with a vast collection of art. Nearby is
Hindringham Hall, where we enjoy a
private tour of the lovely gardens. (B & D)
Day 4 The well-preserved Regency house
of Hoveton Hall is followed by the much
loved royal retreat of Sandringham, where
we enjoy a delightful afternoon tea with
sparkling wine followed by a private
evening guided tour. (B, AT & D)
Day 5 We conclude at the charming
moated manor house of Mannington Hall,
where we join Lady Walpole for a tour of
her estate followed by a light lunch. We
return to our original pick-up points. (B & L)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, AT:
Afternoon Tea; D: Dinner

Sandringham

HOLIDAY HIGHLIGHTS
» Afternoon tea with sparking wine and
private tour at Sandringham
» Tour of Mannington Hall with Lady
Walpole followed by lunch
» Steam train journey on the North
Norfolk Railway
» Private tour of the gardens of
Hindringham Hall

Your Tour Includes
» Four nights’ dinner (with wine), bed &
breakfast at the 4-star Knights Hill Hotel,
King’s Lynn
» One lunch and one afternoon tea
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
19 September		

£1,095

2023
28 June

£1,195

£1,120

3 September

£1,195

£1,120

21 May

£1,195

£1,120

No Single Supplement
Tour code: BPCN

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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Mont Orgueil

GARDENS OF

JERSEY

5 DAYS FROM

£1,220

S

ituated within touching distance of France, the island of Jersey is blessed with
wonderfully mild and sunny weather, making it the perfect destination for an early
summer holiday. It is also home to some splendid gardens which make the most of
this favourable climate to produce stunning displays, not to mention the profusion of
wildflowers that thrive in the lush green meadows. Creux Baillot Cottage Garden is
set in a tranquil valley and packed full of unusual plants and elegant features. We will
also have a look for some of the rare wild orchids to be found in the meadows around
here, in particular Le Noir Pré, where species such as the rare Jersey wild orchid, the
spotted orchid and the southern marsh orchid can usually be found.
At the Domain des Vaux, fine trees and shrubs are set around a traditional Jersey
farmhouse and at Les Aix we find nut and camellia trees, and borders with old
English roses. We also visit the excellent Samarès Botanical Gardens and the
Eric Young Orchid Foundation, and we have a day set aside to explore the many
attractions of Jersey such as the War Tunnels and Mount Orgueil Castle, or take an
optional day trip to Guernsey which includes a visit to historic Sausmarez Manor
and its wonderful sub-tropical garden.

Your Tour Includes

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Fly from London to Jersey and upon
arrival we transfer to our hotel. Our local
guide will host a pre-dinner welcome
meeting to introduce us to this wonderful
island. (D)
Day 2 Three private gardens await this
morning, starting with Domain des Vaux,
whose attractive gardens and woodland are
set around a traditional Jersey farmhouse.
We continue to Les Aix with its borders of
old English roses and on to Creux Baillot,
where we will meet the enthusiastic owner
of this, one of the most established gardens
on the island, filled with many rare and
unusual plants. (B & D)
Day 3 Today is free for us to explore all that
Jersey has to offer. Alternatively, join our
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Samarès Botanical Gardens ©

optional excursion to neighbouring Guernsey,
which includes a guided tour of historic
Sausmarez Manor followed by time to
explore its lush sub-tropical gardens. (B & D)

» Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at
the 4-star Pomme d’Or Hotel, St Helier or
similar
» Return flights from London to Jersey
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

Day 4 We visit the privately owned
Samarès Botanic Gardens this morning
and after some free time in Gorey, we head
to the Eric Young Orchid Foundation
followed by Ransoms Garden Centre,
where we enjoy a cream tea and a chance
to pick up some souvenirs. (B, CT & D)

» Comfortable coach travel throughout

2023
17 May 2023

£1,295

£1,220

Day 5 After breakfast, we transfer to the
airport for our return flight to London. (B)

30 August 2023

£1,345

£1,270

Single Supplement

£225

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, CT: Cream
Tea, D: Dinner

Optional Excursion (Guernsey)

£135

» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person

Tour code: BJER

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

RHS Wisley

SPRING GARDENS IN

SURREY

3 DAYS FROM

J

£495

oin us in the early spring, in search of the first signs of life returning
to gardens after the long winter months as we embark on a sojourn
around some of Surrey’s best spring gardens. Our visits include Claremont,
a green oasis in the heart of Surrey with a history dating back nearly 300 years.
The gardens of Polesden Lacey offer something for every season, including golden
aconites, which carpet the ground with a splash of colour. We also visit Winkworth
Arboretum, which in the spring bursts with magnolias, bluebells and azaleas, and
The Savill Garden, where we see rare plants that have been arranged in stunning
seasonal displays.

In the early spring, a visit to Daffodil Valley in The Valley Gardens is a must. The
highlight of our tour is a visit to RHS Garden Wisley, the historic home of the Royal
Horticultural Society, where we will be privileged to enjoy a private dinner. The
gardens are truly delightful in every season, but in the spring we enjoy bursts of
colour that the early bulbs and blossom brings.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Bristol, Swindon, Reading,
London) and travel the short distance to the
heart of Surrey where we find Claremont,
an 18th century garden oasis that has
previously been a rural escape for queens
and heirs. We have the chance to explore
its unique features, including a large turf
amphitheatre, a serpentine lake and
Camellia Terrace. This afternoon a short
drive takes us to Polesden Lacey, which
offers panoramic views across the rolling
hills of Surrey. In the spring the ground is
covered with yellow aconites sprinkled with
pearly white snowdrops, a truly spectacular
sight. (D)
Day 2 After breakfast, we head to
Winkworth Areboretum which has been in

Azaleas

the care of the National Trust for 60 years.
Here, we find a staggering collection of over
1,000 different species of shrubs and trees.
Later, we head to RHS Garden Wisley,
where the highest standards of practical
horticulture are deployed. As a special treat
we are able to enjoy a delightful dinner in
the elegant surrounds of this prestigious
RHS garden. (B & D)
Day 3 This morning we depart for the Savill
Gardens in Windsor, one of Britain’s
greatest ornamental gardens where we
enjoy a guided tour. It never fails to charm
visitors who come to explore its 35 acres of
contemporary and classically designed
gardens and exotic woodland. We return to
our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» Two nights’ bed & breakfast at the 4-star
Hilton Cobham
» Two dinners, one at the hotel and one at
RHS Wisley
» Comfortable coaching throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
21 March

£545

£495

No Single Supplement
Tour code: BGIS

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

The Almond Eye Bridge at Tatton Park

SPRING GARDENS OF THE

NORTH WEST

J

4 DAYS FROM

£570

oin us in the north west of England as the winter frosts thaw and
gardens burst into life with kaleidoscopes of colour on this tour
of some of the north west’s best spring gardens. We visit Tatton Park,
whose gardens have developed over 200 years yet retain much of their
Edwardian character, and RHS Bridgewater, a once-in-a-generation project where
the Royal Horticultural Society has taken inspiration from the heritage of the site
and transformed it into a world-class garden based on an overall design by leading
landscape architect Tom Stuart-Smith.

RHS Bridgewater - Gardeners Cottage

The Lovell Quinta Arboretum, spread over 28 acres and home to 2,500 different
species of plants which include snowdrops, crocus and daffodils that burst into
bloom in the spring is also on our agenda. Dunham Massey is home to one of
Britain’s finest winter gardens. Our visit here allows us to witness the transformation
into a delightful spring garden that’s filled with scintillating scents and splashes
of colour, a real treat for the senses. Finally, we also visit some of the region’s best
private gardens that have year-round interest.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Luton,
Northampton, Birmingham, Stafford) and
travel to our hotel. En route, we stop at
Tatton Park estate, which features a large
50-acre garden within a larger estate, with
many interesting features and plants. (D)
Day 2 This morning we explore RHS
Garden Bridgewater. Highlights here
include one of the largest walled gardens in
the UK. This afternoon we visit the nearby
private garden, Weeping Ash, a delightful
garden created by retired nurseryman John
Bent. (B & D)
Day 3 Today we discover the Lovell Quinta
Arboretum, created by Sir Bernard Lovell in
the mid 1950s. The arboretum is spread over
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28 acres and is home to a colourful range of
around 2,500 plants from around the world.
Next, we visit the gardens at Dunham
Massey, which was taken over by the
National Trust in 1976. (B & D)
Day 4 After breakfast, we pay a visit to
another private garden, Thorncar, a
plantswoman’s suburban garden which
provides year-round interest. This afternoon
we explore a private garden in Stafford, in
St John Road. We pass by the Victorian
house into a partially walled garden with its
spring bulbs, masses of herbaceous plants
and climbers. We return to our original
pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Dunham Massey

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at
the 3-star Novotel Manchester West
» Comfortable coaching throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Servies of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
23 March

£595£570

No Single Supplement
Tour code: BNWE

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

The Exedra in Rococo Garden, Painswick

SPRING IN THE

COTSWOLDS

J

4 DAYS FROM

£525

oin us on this springtime gambol through the glorious gardens of the
Cotswolds. As the winter frosts thaw, gardens begin to bloom and we
can once again enjoy the kaleidoscope of colours the spring flowers bring,
from pearly white snowdrops to golden winter aconites and from daffodils to
violet crocuses and pink-hued camellias.

Crocuses

We begin with visits to two private gardens, lovingly nurtured by their owners to
maximise each garden’s natural assets and provide year-round interest. Hidcote
is a maze of narrow paths and secret gardens combined with dramatic vistas,
while Batsford Arboretum is home to impressive displays of spring flowering bulbs.
We visit the painstakingly restored gardens at Highnam Court and the Painswick
Rococo Gardens, an impressive garden squeezed into a valley that has been
restored to its former glory by owners Lord and Lady Dickinson. Last but not least
we visit Sudeley Castle, which not only has fabulous gardens but a history of royal
connections stretching back a thousand years - Henry VIII’s last and surviving wife
Katherine Parr is buried here.
Sudeley Castle

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Heathrow, High
Wycombe, Oxford) and head to our two
delightful private gardens nestled in the
Oxfordshire countryside on the eastern
borders of the Cotswolds. These gardens
have been painstakingly nurtured by their
owners to showcase their natural features
while offering year-round interest. (D)
Day 2 After breakfast, we visit Hidcote
Manor, one of the most remarkable
gardens in the Cotswolds. Later, we head to
Batsford Arboretum where we can see
vast swathes of flowering bulbs, everything
from snowdrops to daffodils. (B & D)
Day 3 Today we head to Painswick
Rococo Garden, which dates back some
200 years and has recently been restored

to its former glory by Lord and Lady
Dickinson. Later we head for Highnam
Court where the owner has spent the last
25 years restoring the gardens to their
former glory as well as adding some new
features to complement the original design.
(B & D)

Your Tour Includes

Day 4 This morning we explore Sudeley
Castle and Gardens, a hidden gem in the
Cotswolds. Surrounding the castle are ten
impressive, award-winning gardens which
were originally created in the 15th century.
The gardens are an ever-evolving showcase
of the best each season has to offer. From
here, we return to our original pick-up
points. (B)

» Services of a professional tour manager

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast
at the 4-star Jury’s Inn, Cheltenham in a
standard room
» Comfortable coaching throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

Departures & Prices per person
2023
23 March

£595£525

Superior Room Supplement

from £30

No Single Supplement
Tour code: BSCW

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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Muncaster Castle

CASTLES AND COUNTRY HOUSES OF

CUMBRIA

W

e travel to the stunning Lake District, where we njoy the stupendous 5 DAYS FROM
vistas of glacial lakes, rugged mountains and quaint towns as
we venture into one of the most visited areas of England. On this tour of
Cumbria’s castles and country houses we have the chance to discover the
hidden secrets of Dalemain, family home to the Hasell-McCosh family, and
Wordsworth House, home of the celebrated and much-loved English poet William
Wordsworth. We also visit Hutton-in-the-Forest, home of Lord and Lady Inglewood
as well as the dramatic historical ruins at Lowther Castle.

£1,020

Continuing our Cumbrian adventure we visit Holker Hall overlooking Morecambe
Bay, home to the Cavendish family and one of the most notable country houses
in South Lakeland, followed by Muncaster Castle, which occupies an imposing
position over the River Esk and where we will be privileged to enjoy a unique dining
experience. Before we leave Cumbria we visit the fine gardens at Sizergh Castle.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Luton,
Northampton, Birmingham, Crewe,
Lancaster) and travel to the Lake District,
stopping en route for refreshments (not
included). (D)
Day 2 Today we visit Dalemain, one of the
most impressive country houses in the
north west. Dalemain remains a much-loved
family home, as we discover on our
‘Dalemain Secrets’ tour. This afternoon we
head to Wordsworth House, the birthplace
of this Romantic poet, closely linked to
Lakeland. It has been reconstructed to
show how it would have looked whilst
William lived here in the 1770s. (B & D)
Day 3 Two imposing historic properties
feature today. Hutton-in-the-Forest
displays a range of architectural styles, the
legacy of succesive generations, while
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Lowther Castle proves that even a partial
ruin can leave a lasting impression. The site
on which the castle stands has been the
home of the same family since 1150. (B & D
Day 4 Heading towards Morecambe Bay
we find Holker Hall, where we have a
private tour of the house followed by time
to explore the impressive gardens. Later we
call at Muncaster Castle, where a private
tour is followed by a unique dining
experience accompanied by wine. (B & D)

Sizergh Castle

HOLIDAY HIGHLIGHTS
» Secrets of Dalemain Tour including
meet and greet with the owners
» A range of architectural styles at
Hutton-in-the-Forest and Lowther
Castle
» Private tour of Holker Hall
» Private tour and dinner with wine at
Muncaster Castle

Your Tour Includes
» Four nights’ bed & breakfast at the 3-star
Best Western Castle Green Hotel, Kendal
» Four dinners (three at the hotel; one with
wine at Muncaster Castle)
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person

Day 5 Before we take our leave of Cumbria
we visit Sizergh Castle, which has an
award-winning limestone rock garden. We
return to our original pick-up points. (B)

2023
23 April

£1,095

£1,020

14 May

£1,095

£1,020

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

28 August

£1,095

£1,020

Single Supplement

£240
Tour code: BCCB

Tatton Park

CASTLES AND HISTORIC HOUSES OF

CHESHIRE

T

his tour takes us to the north west of England and explores some
5 DAYS FROM
of the finest castles and historic houses in Cheshire. Our first visit
is to Capesthorne Hall, a Grade II listed hall dating back to the 18th
century. We then delve into the 4,000-year history of Beeston Castle as
well as visit the Jacobean mansion, Dorfold Hall. We cover all eras on this
odyssey, as we also visit the Georgian country house of Rode Hall –an unusual
combination of two houses made into one – and Peover Hall, an Elizabethan house
that was requisitioned during World War II by the US general George Patton to
prepare for the D-Day landings.

£870

We have a full day to explore the delights of Tatton Park, including a ‘Hidden
Treasures’ tour, where we are able to see some unique artefacts not normally on
display to the public, before enjoying a quintessential afternoon tea. Our last stop is
the higgledy-piggledy Tudor house of Little Moreton Hall before we make our way
homewards.

Little Moreton Hall

HOLIDAY HIGHLIGHTS
» Private guided tour of the house,
chapel and gardens at Capesthorne
Hall
» ‘Hidden Treasures’ tour at Tatton
Park followed by afternoon tea
» 4,000 years of history at Beeston
Castle
» A glimpse into everday Tudor life at
Little Moreton Hall

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Luton,
Northampton, Birmingham, Stafford) and
travel to Cheshire, where our first historic
house is Capesthorne Hall, a family-owned
stately home nestled in picturesque
Cheshire countryside. We will have a
guided tour of the house, chapel and
gardens. (D)
Day 2 This morning we visit Beeston
Castle, with one of the most dramatic
locations of any medieval castle in England.
With a rich 4,000-year history, a replica
Bronze Age roundhouse and a 40-acre
woodland there is much to enjoy. Later we
head to Dorfold Hall, a grand brick and
stone gabled house oozing old English
charm and sophistication at every turn, with
elegant gardens to boot. (B & D)

Day 3 We head first to the Georgian
country house of Rode Hall, which is in fact
two houses in one. Nearby is Peover Hall, a
hidden gem that dates back to 1585 and
has a long and colourful history. (B & D)
Day 4 Today we have a treat in store as we
head over to Tatton Park, where on our
‘Hidden Treasures Tour’ we will be lucky
enough to see some of the precious
artefacts that are not normally on public
display and enjoy afternoon tea. (B, AT & D)
Day 5 Our final visit takes us to the moated
and timber-framed Little Moreton Hall,
which provides a fascinating glimpse of
everyday Tudor life. We return to our
original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, AT:
Afternoon Tea, D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the
4-star Cottons Hotel, Knutsford
» One afternoon tea
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
17 April

£895

£870

22 May

£935

£910

14 August

£935

£910

Single Supplement

£150
Tour code: BPKS

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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CASTLES AND HOUSES OF

DEVON & CORNWALL

T

he neighbouring counties of Devon and Cornwall offer a rich selection 4 DAYS FROM
of historic houses across a broad expanse of English history, from
medieval times through the Tudor, Georgian and Victorian eras and into
the 20th century. Hartland Abbey is the oldest property in our selection
and we see fine Tudor houses at Prideaux Place and at Cothele in Devon.
Lanhydrock dates back to the 17th century, while the Georgian era is represented by
the grand house at Caerhays Castle, where we round off our tour with lunch.

£790

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Reading, Swindon,
Bristol) and head to Devon, where we begin
with a visit to Castle Drogo, which has
undergone extensive renovation. We
continue to our hotel in Cornwall. (D)
Day 2 We cross back into Devon as we visit
two outstanding historic properties
- Cotehele, a Tudor house with many
stories and legends, and Hartland Abbey,
which was the last monastery to be
dissolved by Henry VIII in 1539 and features
an impressive passage with a vaulted and
stencilled ceiling. (B & D)

Lanhydrock

Your Tour Includes
by 19th century formal terraced gardens.
Later we explore Prideaux Place, a
charming Elizabethan manor which has
been lived in by the same family since 1592.
Afternoon tea is included here. (B, AT & D)
Day 4 We conclude with a visit to Caerhays
Castle, a Grade I listed building which is still
very much a family home and displays an
eclectic collection of historical artefacts.
After a convivial lunch here we return to our
original pick-up points. (B & L)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, AT:
Afternoon Tea, D: Dinner

» Three nights' dinner, bed & breakfast at a
comfortable hotel
» One lunch and one afternoon tea
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
7 June

£815

£790

6 September

£815

£790
£195

Single Supplement

Day 3 We visit nearby Lanhydrock, a
magnificent 17th century house surrounded

Tour code: BCHD

CASTLES AND HOUSES OF

KENT

T

here can’t be many tours that feature references to such a diverse
range of characters as Charles Darwin, Sir Winston Churchill, Henry
VIII and Sir Cliff Richard, but this one does! We enjoy privileged access at
both Leeds Castle and Hever Castle, where we have arranged an exclusive
private tour and a private dinner in the Astor Wing.

4 DAYS FROM

£970

Day 2 A busy but fascinating day lies ahead
as we first visit Penshurst Place and enjoy
a private tour of the opulent state rooms
and the surrounding gardens. Next we visit
Chartwell, forever associated with national
hero Sir Winston Churchill, before
continuing to historic Hever Castle for an
exclusive private tour followed by drinks
and a private dinner in the Astor Wing.
(B & D)

88

Brightwater Holidays | Worldwide

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ bed & breakfast at the
4-star Spa Hotel, Royal Tunbridge Wells

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (Bristol, Swindon, Reading,
London) for Down House, the family home
of Charles Darwin, who changed our entire
understanding of how life has evolved. Who
knows what great ideas may spring to mind
as we meander down his ‘thinking path’. (D)

Penshurst Place

Day 3 We depart for Leeds Castle, where
we are privileged to enjoy a private tour
that includes bedrooms not normally open
to the public, which have been used by a
host of celebrities in recent years, although
the castle can trace its roots right back to
Norman times. In the afternoon we have a
gentle walking tour in the ancient city of
Canterbury. (B & D)
Day 4 This morning you have the choice of
exploring Royal Tunbridge Wells or joining
our optional excursion – a steam-hauled
train journey on the Spa Valley Railway,
which includes a visit to the award-winning
gardens at Groombridge Place. We return
to our original pick-up points. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Two dinners in hotel and one private
dinner at Hever Castle
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
30 April

£995

£970

09 July

£995

£970

17 September

£995

£970

Single Supplement

£150

Optional excursion (Spa Valley Railway
and Groombridge Place) 
£27.50pp
Tour code: BCHK

CASTLES AND HOUSES OF

LINCOLNSHIRE

T

£730

his county is littered with historic halls, mansions and castles, and from
our hotel located in the heart of Lincoln and just a stone's throw from
the medieval cathedral, we sample the delights and discover one fine property
after another. Highlights include Belton Hall, Tattershall House, Gunby Hall and
Doddington Hall. We also explore the castle and cathedral of Lincoln and then round
off the holiday with a visit to the impressive Grimsthorpe Castle, where we are
treated to a private tour that is followed by time to explore its intricate gardens.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Peterborough) for
Lincolnshire and our first visit, Belton
House, often described as the perfect
example of an English country house estate.
We continue to our hotel in Lincoln. (D)
Day 2 Tattershall Castle is our first visit
today, a magnificent 15th century castle
rising proudly from the Lincolnshire fens.
The Great Tower is one of the finest
surviving examples of English medieval
brickwork. More modest but no less
interesting is Gunby Hall, a homely country
house from 1700 with links to Tennyson,
Darwin and Vaughan-Williams. (B & D)

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

4 DAYS FROM

Day 3 We begin with a visit to Doddington
Hall, begun in 1595 by Robert Smythson, one
of England’s foremost architects of the day,
and a fine example of a late-Elizabethan
mansion. We then return to Lincoln and visit
its two great historic monuments, the Norman
Castle and the Cathedral, arguably the finest
Gothic building in Europe. (B & D)
Day 4 We round off in style with a visit to
the impressive Grimsthorpe Castle and
Gardens. Here we enjoy a private tour of
the castle, which is an unexpected blend of
Tudor and Baroque architecture, with
sumptuously decorated interiors. We return
to our original pick-up points. (B)

Tattershall Castle

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at
the 4-star Lincoln Hotel, Lincoln (Bentley
Hotel, Lincoln in 2022)
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
30 September
2023
28 April

£755

£730

23 June

£765

£740

29 September

£765

£740

Tour code: BCHL

CASTLES AND HOUSES OF

D

£120

Single Supplement

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

NORTH WALES

£775

LOW SINGLE SUPPLEMENT
4 DAYS FROM

£630

iscover the legendary scenery, charming traditions and extraordinary
culture of North Wales on this tour of a collection of the area’s most
impressive castles and magnificent historical houses. Located on the Menai
Straits in the shadow of Snowdan’s summit, Penrhyn castle is home to opulent
interiors and an exemplary art collection, Plas Newydd has been transformed into
a vision of gothic style and is one of many steps back in time while 19th century
Castell Deudraeth is known as a ‘Jewel in the Welsh crown’. Further highlights
include two exemplary medieval fortifications at Caernarfon and Harlech, the
dazzling Victorian stately home at Bodrhyddan Hall and gothic Brynkinalt Hall.

» Three nights’ dinner (with wine), bed and
breakfast at the 3-star Llyndir Hall Hotel

Your Itinerary

» Comfortable coach travel and all visits

Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Luton,
Northampton, Birmingham) and head to
Brynkinalt Hall, which dates back to 1612
and is home to a distinguished family. We
continue to our comfortable hotel. (D)
Day 2 We depart for Edward I’s mighty
coastal fortress of Harlech Castle, one of
several designed to demonstrate England’s
dominion over Wales. Continue with visits
to Castell Deudraeth, where we enjoy
lunch with a view, and Plas Brondanw,
ornamented with gardens designed by Sir
Clough Williams-Ellis. (B, L & D)
Day 3 Caernarfon Castle is our destination
this morning, another of Edward I’s

Caernarfon Castle

Your Tour Includes
» One lunch

statements of power which remains hugely
impressive. Later we visit Penhryn Castle
with a backdrop again Snowdonia's
summits, the castle built in the early 19th
century showcases formidable architecture
and luxurious interiors surrounded by
wooded and open parkland. (B & D)

» Services of a professional tour manager

Day 4 Our final visit is to Bodrhyddan Hall,
which has been owned by the same family
for over 500 years and is steeped in history.
Refreshments are included here before we
return to our original pick-up points. (B)

2023
7 June

£675

£650

5 July

£675

£650

27 September

£655

£630

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Departures & Prices per person
2022
4 September

£695pp

10 October		

£695pp

Single Supplement

£90
Tour code: BCNW

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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CASTLES AND HOUSES OF

NORTHUMBERLAND

A

visit to the low lying coast and wide open spaces of Northumberland 4 DAYS FROM
is always a treat but when it includes a host of historic houses and
castles the pleasure is magnified greatly. Perhaps the most impressive
of these is Bamburgh Castle, which sprawls over a rocky plateau on the
coast, close to the Farne Islands. Further highlights include a trip to the holy
island of Lindisfarne and visits to both the castle and priory; a visit to Belsay Hall,
Wallington House, which dates back to 1688 and Alnwick Castle, which has been
described as the ‘Windsor of the North’ .

£770

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from London Kings Cross
by train for Newcastle and continue to the
house and gardens of Belsay Hall, a
classical brown stone mansion, built in the
19th Century in Greek revival style to the
design of its owner, Sir Charles Monck. (D)
Day 2 We travel north along the dramatic
Northumberland coast to Bamburgh
Castle, an impressive fortress that has
stood here for over 1,400 years. Nearby lies
the Holy Island of Lindisfarne, where we
will visit both the 16th century Castle,
converted to a private house by Lutyens,
and the Priory, one of the most important
centres of early Christianity. (B & D)

Day 3 This morning we visit Alnwick
Castle, the historic home of the Duke of
Northumberland, described as the ‘Windsor
of the North’ and the second largest
inhabited castle in England, along with the
neighbouring Alnwick Garden. Later we
explore Cragside House, which has the
appearance of something from a Grimms
fairy tale but when built in 1870 was
crammed with the latest gadgets. (B & D)
Day 4 We conclude at Wallington House
which dates back to 1688 and was home to
many generations of the Blackett and
Trevelyn families, all of whom have left their
legacy behind. (B)

Bamburgh Castle

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at
the 4-star Maldron Hotel, Newcastle
» Return standard class rail travel from
London to Newcastle (first class upgrades
and regional rail connections available;
£100pp discount for no rail)
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
15 September
2023
30 April

£795

£770

4 June

£795

£770

17 September

£795

£770

COTSWOLDS

Tour code: BCHN

4 DAYS FROM

£740

J

oin us as we discover the charming historic houses and castles of the stunning
Cotswolds. Our tour includes visits to some of the area’s most fascinating sites,
such as the iconic Blenheim Palace, birthplace and home of Sir Winston Churchill,
Chavenage House (as featured in the BBC’s popular show Poldark), Waddesdon
Manor, built in the late 19th century by Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild, and Sudeley
Castle. We also have an exclusive tour of Eythrope Gardens, which provides fresh
produce for Waddesdon.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Heathrow, High
Wycombe) and head to the iconic
Blenheim Palace. This 18th century
baroque palace is home to the 12th Duke of
Marlborough and is famous as the
birthplace of Sir Winston Churchill. (D)
Day 2 Our first visit, Chavenage House,
will be recognisable as it is often used as a
film location for period dramas, most
recently Poldark, and our guided tour
includes exclusive access to what has
become known as ‘The Poldark Bedroom’.
After an opportunity for lunch in the village
of Bourton-on-the Water, we continue to
Sudeley Castle, which dates from 1443
and is unique in England as the only
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£120

Single Supplement

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

CASTLES AND HOUSES OF THE

£825

privately-owned castle that is the resting
place of a Queen – in this case, Katherine
Parr. (B & D)
Day 3 We begin with a nostalgia-fuelled
journey by steam train from Cheltenham
Racecourse to Broadway. This is followed by
visits to Snowshill Manor, with its eclectic
collection of artefacts, and Hidcote Manor,
home to a spectacular garden. (B & D)
Day 4 We round off in style in the
extravagant surroundings of Waddesdon
Manor, built by Ferdinand de Rothschild in
the style of a French Château. After a
private tour of Eythrope Gardens we
enjoy lunch and a tour of the manor, and
return to our original pick-up points. (B & L)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Knot garden of Sudeley Castle

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast
at the 4-star Hilton Puckrup Hall Hotel,
Tewkesbury
» One lunch
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
11 September

£745

2023
24 May

£795

£770

12 July

£795

£770

13 September

£765

£740

Single Supplement

£105
Tour code: BCCT

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Highcliffe Castle

COASTAL CASTLES AND MAGNIFICENT MANSIONS OF

DORSET

W

e wind our way through the stunning Surrey countryside, the rolling 5 DAYS FROM
downs of Hampshire and the New Forest National Park to discover
the coastal castles and magnificent mansions of Dorset. We visit the
ancestral home of William and Ali Hanham, Deans Court, whose family
has lived here for nearly 500 years. We also have a private guided tour of
Highcliffe Castle, a Grade I listed building which was the brainchild of Lord Stuart
de Rothesay; visit the opulent Venetian palace-styled Kingston Lacy, as well as the
Russell-Cotes House and Gallery, both of which are home to fascinating collections
of art and artefacts.

£890

We enjoy a nostalgic journey on the heritage Swanage Railway and have the chance
to explore the picturesque ruins of Corfe Castle. The artillery fortress of Portland
Castle also features, as we learn about its long serving history from its commission
by Henry VIII in 1540 to defend England against European invasion from the French
and Spanish to the roles it played in both World Wars. We delve into another facet
of Tudor history with visits to Sherborne Castle and Athelhampton Hall, both great
examples of stately homes of this period. At the latter, we are also treated to a
delightful lunch with wine.

Day 2 We take a nostalgic trip on the
Swanage Railway and explore the ruins of
Corfe Castle, partially destroyed by
Cromwell’s troops in 1646. Later we visit
Highcliffe Castle, said to be one of the
most important surviving houses of the
Romantic and Picturesque styles. (B & D)
Day 3 Visit the opulent Kingston Lacy,
built to emulate a Venetian Palace with
lavishly decorated interiors and notable

HOLIDAY HIGHLIGHTS
» Steam-hauled trip on the Swanage
Railway and visit to Corfe Castle
» ‘Story of the Victorian Villa’ tour at
the Russell-Cotes House and Gallery
» Sir Walter Raleigh’s Sherborne Castle
» Lunch with wine at Athelhampton
Hall, one of England’s finest Tudor
manors

Your Tour Includes

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from our designated
pick-up points (London, Basingstoke) and
head to Deans Court, an exquisite historic
house set in mature gardens that has been
owned by the same family for almost 500
years and dates back to the 8th century. (D)

Corfe Castke

collections of paintings and Egyptian
artefacts. In the afternoon we head to the
Russell-Cotes House and Gallery, home
to Victorian and Pre-Raphaelite art. (B & D)
Day 4 Two splendid castles feature today.
Sherborne Castle was built by Sir Walter
Raleigh in 1594 and reflects some 400 years
of decorative styles, while Portland Castle
was built almost 50 years earlier as a
coastal defensive fortress, a role which it
maintained in both World Wars. (B & D)
Day 5 We conclude at Athelhampton Hall,
one of the finest Tudor manor houses to be
found in England, and then return to our
original pick-up points. (B & L)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the
4-star Norfolk Royale Hotel, Bournemouth
» One lunch
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
2 May

£945

£920

21 June

£945

£920

13 September

£915

£890

No Single Supplement
Tour code: BCCT

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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INTRODUCING

EUROPE

If you're looking for an overseas holiday but don't fancy travelling too far, Europe has some
incredible destinations and experiences to choose from. Enjoy a sun-soaked break in the
south of France, treat yourself to a spring fling with a visit to the legendary Dutch bulbfields
or sample a taste of the high life at some of northern Italy's most opulent villas – there is
something for everyone on this diverse continent, and we can take you there.

The bulbfields of Keukenhof
One of the horticultural world's highlights
has to be the flowering bulbs at spring
Keukenhof. This is one of the world's most
famous gardens, where over seven million
bulbs are planted annually to produce a
riot of colour – and there's nothing quite
like experiencing this treat in person. See
page 99.

The Italian Lakes
Italy is home to spectacularly diverse landscapes,
with snow-capped mountains and lakes with
islands rising from them in the north to the warm
and fertile shores of the south. Our Villas &
Gardens of the Italian Lakes holiday celebrates the
very best of the north, centred around Lakes Como
and Maggiore. Here, we find impeccably manicured
gardens and elegant villas, all set against a truly
breathtaking backdrop. See page 97 .

Menton's Lemon
Festival
There's nothing quite like
immersing yourself in the
local culture while on
holiday abroad and the
French Riviera plays host
annually to a very unique
festival, which you simply
have to experience. The
Menton Lemon Festival
sees giant floats decorated
with citrus fruits paraded
through the streets with
bringing a splash of colour
to February. See page 105.

The island of Malta
The small yet mighty island of Malta is a
fabulous choice for an overseas holiday.
With its Mediterranean climate, glorious
beaches and a hearty local cuisine, it
also has plenty of history and culture to
discover. From its rich archaeological
heritage, which includes sites such as
the millennia-old Mnajdra Temples and
the megaliths of Ħaġar Qim, to its
cultural highlights that range from
afternoon tea at the stately home of
Palazzo Parisio to a 40-minute show
called The Malta Experience that brings
7,000 years of island history to life in a
purpose-built auditorium. We have two
different holidays to Malta on offer, see
page 104 for more.
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Porto
Madrid
Lisbon
Valencia

Oslo

Stockholm

Copenhagen

Warsaw
Amsterdam

London

Berlin

Brussels

Prague

Paris

Bratislava
Budapest

Vienna
Bern
Geneva
Lake Maggiore

Marseille

Zagreb

Lake Como

Belgrade

Nice
Rome
Naples
Athens
Palermo
Malta
01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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GLORIOUS GARDENS OF THE

CANARY ISLANDS
8 DAYS FROM

£2,895

Jardín de Cactus, Lanzarote

T

his volcanic archipelago off the coast of north-western Africa is home to black sand beaches, lunar landscapes, lush forests
and hidden gardens filled with indigenous plants, some of which are on the verge of extinction. During this eight-day voyage
we not only have the opportunity to enjoy some much-needed winter sun, we also explore six of the eight main islands. Our
adventures will include visits to Mount Teide National Park, the largest park in the Canary Islands, the garden of Sitio Litre in
Tenerife, the National Park of Caldera de Taburiente and the Botanical Garden of La Palma. While on the Island of Gran Canaria,
we’ll explore the Jardín Botánico Viera y Clavijo and on Lanzarote we’ll visit the Cactus Garden, a former quarry that has been
transformed by extensive plantations of prickly pear cacti, and the Green Heart of Haria, an oasis for wildlife and endemic plants.
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Tropical scenery, Canary Islands

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly from London to Tenerife and
transfer to Puerto De La Cruz. Time this
afternoon can be spent at leisure relaxing
on board before dinner. (D)
Day 2 After breakfast, we enjoy a trip to
Mt Teide National Park in central Tenerife
- a unique landscape of craters, volcanoes
and petrified lava. This afternoon we visit
the Botanical Gardens of Puerto De La
Cruz, first established as an acclimatisation
garden in the late 18th century. Here, we
get to discover many species of exotic and
sub-tropical plants with one of the
highlights being the Coussapoa Dealbata
exhibit, a tree with intertwining trunks
found in South America. Later, we depart
for The Orchid Gardens of Sitio Litre, also
famous for its Dragon Tree which is
believed to be nearly 600 years old.
(B, L & D)
Day 3 Today can be spent at leisure on the
second smallest Canary Island, El Hierro;
relax on board or alternatively join the
optional half-day excursion exploring this
small island. (B, L & D)
Day 4 We arrive in La Palma this morning
and have the chance to enjoy an onboard
lecture. After lunch, we head to Caldera de
Taburiente National Park, home to an
enormous crater with high peaks, pine
forests and a declared UNESCO Biosphere
reserve for fantastic island views. Next, we
visit the island’s Botanical Gardens, home
to over 200 plant species. (B, L & D)
Day 5 Today we dock at the island of
La Gomera, filled with craggy mountains
and sprinkled with dense verdant forests of
ferns and moss-covered trees. Enjoy the
day at leisure here or perhaps choose to
join an optional excursion around the
island exploring Garajonay National Park,
a UNESCO World Heritage Site, where we
can see the Roque Agando rock formation.
For lunch, stop for a traditional meal and
enjoy a demonstration of the island’s
unique whistled language Silbo Gomero
before later returning to the ship. (B, L & D)

MV La Belle Des Océans

Day 6 We continue to Gran Canaria this
morning where we visit the Jardín Botánico
Viera y Clavijo, Spain’s largest botanical
gardens spanning some 27 hectares. Here
we can walk through the gardens displaying
over 500 species of indigenous plants,
some of which are nearing extinction.
Before returning to the ship for lunch, we
visit the Casa de Colon, Christopher
Columbus’ house that has been
transformed into a history museum
displaying various artefacts belonging to
him including journals and drawings. Enjoy
some free time this afternoon, which can
either be spent on board or exploring at
your leisure. (B, L & D)
Day 7 Today we find ourselves on the last
stop of the cruise, Lanzarote – the most
north-easterly of the Canary Islands,
synonymous with volcanoes, as are much of
the Canaries, where lava fields and rugged
rocky landscapes sit in contrast to the
delicate whitewashed houses. This morning
we visit the Jardín de Cactus, a former
quarry that has been transformed into a
wonderful garden, home to a variety of cacti
flowers from around the world. Later, we
head to The Green Heart of Haria, an oasis
for wildlife and a vast collection of native
plants that is a refuge for local flora and
fauna. We enjoy a guided tour of the
gardens before returning to the ship for
lunch and an afternoon to spend at leisure.
(B, L & D)

Day 8 After breakfast, we transfer to
Lanzarote airport for our return flight to
London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» Seven nights’ full board accommodation
on board the MV La Belle Des Océans in a
Horizon cabin on deck 3, 4, 5 or 6
» Drinks on board with meals and at the bar
(excluding premium drinks and spirits)
» Flight from London to Tenerife, returning
from Lanzarote
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
25 February



£3,195

Deck 3

£2,895

Deck 4

£3,535

£3,235

Deck 5

£3,885

£3,585

Deck 6

£4,285

£3,985

Single Supplement 	 from £995
Optional Excursions:
(La Gomera)

£82

(El Hierro)

£42
Tour code: BGCI

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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Aurora borealis, Reykjavík

ICELAND

NORTHERN LIGHTS

S

5 DAYS FROM

£1,695

eeing the Northern Lights* is a bucket list item for many of us, but
aurora borealis aside, Iceland offers a host of attractions, quite unlike
anywhere else in the world. From geothermal dips to moonlit trips, this
tour is a Who’s Who of once-in-a-lifetime experiences. It may be the focus
of our tour, but the aurora borealis is only one of the many natural wonders present
in Iceland. It’s unlikely you’ll find another country with such extensive otherworldly
appeal: lunar lava-formed landscapes, thunderous waterfalls, moody geysers and
glistening glaciers — and those are just the geological bits!

On our tour of Reykjavík, the world’s most northerly capital, it becomes clear that
even Iceland’s man-made efforts have that same air to them — the cavernous
and craggy Lutheran church of Hallgrímskirkja, seemingly more suited to a spot in
Middle Earth than the North Atlantic; and the parliamentary buildings of Alþingi,
thought to be the oldest parliament in the world. Bucket list at the ready...

Your Tour Includes

Your Itinerary

» Four nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: two
nights at the Stracta Hotel, Hella and two
nights at the Grand Hotel Reykjavík

Day 1 We fly from London to Reykjavík.
Upon arrival, we visit the Raufarhólshellir
Lava Tunnel, a unique experience exploring
the inner workings of a volcanic eruption;
Urriðafoss waterfall and Eyrarbakki
Village. (D)

viewing platform at the Perlan and the
Aurora Reykjavík centre. Later, we bathe
in the geothermal Laugarvatn Fontana
springs and after dinner in a local
restaurant we go in search of the Northern
Lights. (B & D)

Day 2 Our full-day tour of south Iceland
includes Skógar Folk Museum, Skógafoss
waterfall and a walk behind the great
Seljalandsfoss waterfall. (B & D)

Day 5 We head for the Reykjanes
Peninsula today, which lies on one of the
world’s major tectonic plate boundaries, the
Mid Atlantic Ridge. Next, we make our way
past Reykjanes Lighthouse towards
Gunnuhver Hot Springs and on to the
fishing town of Grindavík. En route to
Reykjavík airport for our return flight to
London, we visit Kleifarvatn Lake. (B)

2023
29 January

£1,895

£1,695

12 March

£1,895

£1,725

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

12 November

£1,865

£1,790

Day 3 Þingvellir National Park and the
remote Skálholt church await, and then it’s
on to see the mighty waterfall Gullfoss and
the Geysir Geothermal Area where the
geyser Strokkur erupts at regular intervals.
(B, L & D)
Day 4 Discover Reykjavík, visiting its iconic
Hallgrímskirkja church, the panoramic

*The Northern Lights are a natural phenomenon and therefore unpredictable. The order of the itinerary may be
changed to accommodate the best viewing conditions but no guarantees of seeing the lights can be given.
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» One lunch
» Return flights London to Reykjavík
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager
and local guides

Departures & Prices per person

Single Supplement

£300
Tour code: BICE

Villa Carlotta, Tremezzo

VILLAS AND GARDENS OF THE

ITALIAN LAKES

T

he fabulous scenery and warming climate of the northern Italian
lakes have attracted eager aristocrats and the wealthy for years.
The beguiling beauty of this unique corner of Europe shows no signs of
waning with its scarlet camellias, pink oleanders and cerulean waters.
Elegant villas and lush gardens complement the natural landscape of the
Northern Italian Lakes.

8 DAYS FROM

£1,995

We begin with a treat visiting the private garden of the President of the Italian
Camellia Society, home to a collection of over 500 plants. Nowhere captures
the extravagant spirit of the Lakeland gardens better than the three Borromean
islands, Bella, Madre and Pescatori, which feature sumptuous terraced gardens,
shaded woodland walks, flowered terraces and elegant statuary.
Lake Como

Other highlights during our stay on Lake Maggiore include a fascinating wholesale
specialist plant nursery, Villa Taranto and Villa Pallavicino, where animals from the
villa’s own zoo roam the grounds. Azaleas and rhododendrons put on a dazzling
display at Villa Carlotta and the impeccably maintained and manicured garden of
Villa Balbianello completes our memorable tour.

Your Itinerary

Your Tour Includes
» Seven nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast:
four nights at the 4-star Grand Majestic
Hotel, Lake Maggiore and three nights at
the 4-star Hotel Barchetta Excelsior, Lake
Como
» Two lunches

Day 1 We fly from London to Milan and upon
arrival we transfer to our hotel at Lake
Maggiore where we enjoy lunch. (L & D)

Mozzoni where we are privileged to enjoy a
personal guided tour with the owner. Later
we transfer to our hotel in Como. (B & D)

» Return flights from London to Milan

Day 2 Visit the gardens of Villa Taranto,
flourishing with rare botanical examples,
and the wholesale nursery, Compagnia Del
Lago. (B & D)

Day 6 Today is free to explore at your own
pace. Take a boat trip on the lake or visit the
nearby Villa Melzi d’Eril. (B & D)

» Services of a professional tour manager

Day 3 Discover the famous Borromean
Islands as we visit the gardens of Isola
Bella, explore Isola Pescatori and visit Isola
Madre, where citrus fruits flourish. (B & D)
Day 4 Tour the private garden of the
President of the Italian Camellia Society.
Later, we visit Villa Pallavicino. (B, L & D)
Day 5 Explore the perfect example of a
formal Italian garden at Villa Cicogna

Day 7 Spend the day on Lake Como as we
visit the dazzling Villa Carlotta in Tremezzo
and enjoy the Arcadian delights of the Villa
Balbianello. (B & D)
Day 8 Today we transfer to Milan airport for
our return flight to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout

Departures & Prices per person
2022
14 September

£1,995

2023
3 May

£2,145

£2,045

21 June

£2,195

£2,095

Single Supplement

£565
Tour code: BLSG

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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NEW

Douro Valley

PORTO &

THE DAZZLING DOURO VALLEY

O

8 DAYS FROM

£2,495

ur tour begins in Porto, where we find the Palacio de Cristal’s Gardens,
which are situated upon a bluff overlooking the Douro River. We also enjoy a
walking tour of the city through the alley-woven historic heart exploring some of
the key sites. Once we set sail, we leave the city behind and head into the verdant
Douro valley, famed for its stepped terraces covered in vines and peppered with wine
producing farms or ‘quintas’.
On our voyage aboard the MS Amalia Rodrigues, a superior vessel class, we have the
chance to explore beyond the river as we enjoy a visit to Vila Real, for a short tour
of the city exploring the Palacio do Mateus, formerly a popular holiday home of the
Portuguese royal family. We also spend a day in the Spanish city of Salamanca which
dates back to the early 12th century, famed for its ornate sandstone architecture. No
cruise along the Douro would be complete without a visit to a vineyard or two, allowing
the chance to sample some of the locally produced port. Once we return to Porto, we
have a relaxing stay in this cosmopolitan city and enjoy time discovering Amarante as
well as the neighbouring cities of Braga and Guimaraes.

» Five nights' full board accommodation on
board the MS Amalia Rodrigues in a Main,
Middle or Upper deck cabin

Your Itinerary

» Return flights from London to Porto

Day 1 We fly from London to Porto, where
on arrival we visit the gardens of the
Palacio Cristal. We later continue to the
MS Amalia Rodrigues. (D)
Day 2 This morning we join a local guide for
a walking tour of Porto, discovering some of
the cities notable sites. (B, L & D)
Day 3 We depart for Vila Real where we
enjoy a city tour. Later, we visit Mateus
Palace and Gardens, which was built in the
early 18th-century. (B, L & D)
Day 4 Spend the day relaxing on board or
join an optional excursion to Salamanca for a
guided tour of this fascinating city. (B, L & D)
Day 5 This morning we depart for a day of
authentic vineyard experiences as we visit
two quintas. The Croft Quinta de Rueda is
first, for an ‘Introduction to Croft’ Port
tasting. After lunch at a local restaurant, we
visit Symington Quinta do Bomfim, which
has produced some of the most renowned
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Your Tour Includes

» Drinks on board with meals and at the bar
(excluding premium drinks and spirits)
» Two nights’ bed & breakfast at the 4-star
NEYA hotel, Porto (or similar)
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

ports of the 20th century. (B, L & D)

» Comfortable coach travel throughout

Day 6 We return to Porto, where you can
explore or join the optional excursion for a
full day to Amarante to visit the church and
monastery of São Gonçalo and the Ponte
de São Gonçalo. Later, we return to Porto
for the evening and our hotel. (B)

» Services of a professional tour manager
and a local guide where stated

Day 7 Today we have a full day exploring
northern Portugal. Our first stop will be
Braga, where we visit Elevador do Bom
Jesus do Monte and Se de Braga for the
magnificent Braga Cathedral. After lunch,
we leave for Guimarães, the birthplace of
Portugal and a World Heritage Site since
2001. We visit Guimaraes Castle, the
Palace of the Dukes of Bragança and the
Church of São Miguel. (B & L)

28 August

Day 8 We transfer to the airport for our
return flight to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Departures & Prices per person
2023
Main Deck

£2,595

£2,495

Middle Deck

£2,795

£2,695

Upper Deck

£2,895

Single Supplement

£2,795
from £695

Neya Hotel Porto River View Rooms
from £35
Optional Excursions
(Salamanca)

£85

(Amarante)

£99
Tour code: BCPD

Keukenhof Gardens

DUTCH BULBFIELDS
IN SPRING

E

5 DAYS FROM

£1,495

njoy a riot of colour among the beautiful bulbfields of Holland where
nothing quite compares to the sight of not hundreds, not thousands, but millions
of flowering bulbs, carpeting the fields in a radiant vision of patterns and patchwork.
We begin in the Belgian city of Antwerp with a visit to Rubens House, the former
home and workshop of the artist Peter Paul Rubens before enjoying a visit to the
botanic gardens. We then embark on our cruise to Rotterdam. We enjoy a visit to
one of the most famous gardens in the world – Keukenhof, a magnificent display
of different tulip, daffodil and hyacinth varieties. We arrive in the Dutch capital of
Amsterdam, where we visit the 700-year-old Castle Muiderslot and Kasteel Museum
Sypesteyn.
On this cruise, we'll enjoy four nights on board MS Douce France. Our premium
class vessel transports us across rivers and sea, ensuring that our journey is just as
special as the destinations it brings us to. Think welcoming cocktails, lunches and
dinners with complimentary wine and beer, and – of course – the always convivial
company of like-minded travellers.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart by rail from London
St Pancras to Antwerp, where we visit
Rubens House, which celebrates the work
of Peter Paul Rubens, and the Botanic
Garden. We later embark the MS Douce
France. (D)
Day 2 This morning we cruise from
Antwerp to Rotterdam. On arrival we
venture ashore and explore at leisure or
choose to join the optional walking tour of
this enchanting city. (B, L & D)
Day 3 This morning we cruise from
Rotterdam to Utrecht. This afternoon, we
will depart for Keukenhof, one of the most
famous gardens in the world. Over seven
million bulbs are planted annually and
around one million visitors pass through it
from mid-March to mid-May. We rejoin the
ship in Amsterdam and following dinner you
are free to explore ashore, or alternatively
join our optional canal cruise, giving you the

opportunity to view this spectacular city
from the water. (B, L & D)
Day 4 Today we explore Kasteel Museum
Sypesteyn, built in the early 20th century in
17th century style. Located beside the
Loosdrecht lake and River Vecht, the castle
is surrounded by stunning gardens. Later,
we visit De Haar Castle which has equally
splendid grounds including a Roman
garden, ponds and canals. (B, L & D)
Day 5 We disembark and spend the
morning in Amsterdam, beginning with a
visit to the Museum Van Loon, a
magnificent canal-side private residence
from the Dutch ‘Golden Age’, with a large
collection of paintings, fine porcelain and
silver. In the afternoon, we catch the train
from Amsterdam Centraal railway station to
London St Pancras. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

3-day Amsterdam Extension
from £299
Why not extend your holiday with a two
night stay at a 4-star centrally located
hotel including breakfasts, transfers and
a 3-day Amsterdam Travel Card giving
you the freedom to explore the city at
your own pace.

Your Tour Includes
» Four nights’ full board accommodation on
board MS Douce France in an Upper or
Main deck cabin
» Drinks on board with meals and at the bar
(excluding premium drinks and spirits)
» Standard class rail travel from London to
Antwerp, returning from Amsterdam
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
15 April
Main Deck

£1,570

£1,495

Upper Deck

£1,710

£1,635
from £375

Single Supplement 

Optional Excursions
(Rotterdam)£22
(Amsterdam canal cruise)

£55

Tour code: BCDB

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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NEW

Troja Chateau

VOYAGE ALONG

THE VLTAVA & ELBE

O

7 DAYS FROM

£2,495

n this extraordinary expedition along the picturesque Vltava and Elbe
Rivers, we will discover the delightful charms of Bohemia. Along the
banks, admire architectural gems such as Prague Castle and Nelahozeves Castle.
Our voyage explores Prague, packed with fascinating sights and historical landmarks
including the Charles Bridge and Wenceslas Square. The Troja Chateau is another
of the most beautiful pieces of architecture to be found in the Czech capital and is
surrounded by a pretty French garden. The town of Stechovice is the gateway to the
incredible 13th century Gothic-style Konopiste Castle. Melnik sits at the confluence
of the Vltava and Elbe rivers. From here, we visit Nelahozeves Castle, the birthplace of
the world-famous composer Antonín Dvořák.

We also have the chance to enjoy a full day exploring the German city of Dresden
which sits on the banks of the Elbe River. With a rich history as the capital and
residence of the Kings of Saxony, it had its heyday during the 18th century when many
of the city’s iconic buildings such as the Zwinger and Frauenkirche were built.

Your Itinerary

Day 1 We fly from London to Prague and
transfer to the MS Elbe Princesse II. Later,
we enjoy an introductory city tour. (D)
Day 2 This morning we cruise to the town
of Stechovice. After lunch we head to
Konopiste Castle, a 13th century Frenchstyle fortress with cylindrical towers,
fortified watchtower, four gates and
drawbridge. (B, L, & D)
Day 3 Today we cruise the waters of the
Vltava to the Slapy Dam. Spend some time
soaking up the sights on the sun deck or
take a shoreside walk here before we return
to Prague. (B, L & D)
Day 4 This morning we visit Prague
Botanical Gardens, set along the banks of
the Vltava and are home to vineyards, a
Japanese garden and most famously the
Fata Morgana tropical greenhouse. After
lunch at a local restaurant, we head to the
Troja Chateau, a beautiful Bohemian castle
in Baroque style encompassed by glorious
French gardens. (B, L & D)
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Day 5 After cruising to Melnik and lunch on
board we visit Nelahozeves Castle,
originally a fortress and later a renaissance
château. We also explore the museum
dedicated to the lives of the Lobkowicz
family. Nelahozeves is also the birthplace of
the world-famous Czech composer Antonín
Dvořák. (B, L & D)
Day 6 Today we can spend at leisure or join
the optional excursion as we head to the
‘Florence of the Elbe’ – Dresden. After a
highlights city tour, we head to a local
restaurant for lunch. We discover the
Grosser Garten and Palace, a true jewel of
early baroque architecture and one of
Europe’s most beautiful parks covering a
staggering 147 hectares. (B, L & D)

MS Elbe Princess © Oliver Asmussen

Your Tour Includes
» Five nights' full board accommodation on
board the MS Elbe Princess II in a Main or
Upper deck cabin
» Drinks on board with meals and at the bar
(excluding premium drinks and spirits)
» Return flights from London to Prague
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
6 July

Day 7 After breakfast, we transfer to Prague
airport for our return flight to London. (B)

Main Deck

£2,595

£2,495

Upper Deck

£2,845

£2,745

Single Supplement from

£745

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Optional Excursion (Dresden)

£125

Tour code: BCVV

NEW

Fisherman's Bastion

DELIGHTFUL

DANUBE

J

8 DAYS FROM

£2,295

oin us aboard the MS L’Europe for a cruise along the delightful
Danube River which flows over 1,700 miles from Germany to the Black
Sea. Departing from the Hungarian capital of Budapest, where we enjoy a city tour
including sites such as the iconic Parliament Building and impressive Fisherman’s
Bastion, we also enjoy stops in Osijek, Croatia’s greenest city, the Serbian capital
Belgrade, the town of Novi Sad and the Romanian riverside town of Orsova.

During the voyage we also enjoy a morning exploring the Hungarian city of Pecs,
where we visit the University Botanical Gardens, home to over 7,000 varieties of
plants. We enjoy a full day in the Slovakian capital Bratislava, home to a fantasy
style castle and also visit two of Budapest’s horticultural gems, the ELTE Botanical
Gardens, which dates back over 250 years and works to preserve many domestic
endangered species, and the Soroskar Botanical Gardens, which occupy 60
hectares of wild land and are home to forests, ponds and seasonal flower beds.

Your Itinerary

MS L'Europe © CroisiEurope

Your Tour Includes
» Seven nights’ full board on board the MS
L'Europe in a Main, Middle or Upper deck
cabin

Day 1 We fly from London to Budapest,
where on arrival we enjoy a city highlights
tour, before embarking MS L'Europe. (D)

Later, we visit Sremski Karlovci, home to
the baroque style Cathedral of St.
Nicholas. (B, L & D)

» Drinks on board with meals and at the bar
(excluding premium drinks and spirits)

Day 2 Morning is at leisure to relax on
board. Later, we head to Osijek, and join a
guided walking city tour including the River
Drava and King Tomislav Park. (B, L & D)

Day 6 We arrive in Mohacs, where we
depart by coach for the ancient city of Pecs
where we visit the University Botanical
Gardens, which is home to over 7,000 plant
species. (B, L & D)

» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

Day 3 Today is spent in Belgrade. Perhaps join
the optional excursion where highlights
include the Belgrade National Theatre and
Museum, the Royal Palace, the Ancient
Royal Palace, Kalemegdan Park and
Belgrade Fortress. (B. L & D)
Day 4 Today, we arrive in Orsova. You may
choose an optional excursion to the spa
town of Baile Herculane, enjoying a scenic
tour along the river Cerna and a chance see
the Statue of Hercules. (B, L & D)
Day 5 This morning we arrive in the
second-largest Serbian city, Novi Sad.
Perhaps take an optional tour of the city
visiting the Episcopal and Orthodox
churches, Freedom Square and Town Hall.

Day 7 Today is a full but rewarding day as
we travel by coach to the Slovakian city of
Bratislava. Home to a medieval and Gothic
old town, baroque palaces and inspiring
castle. (B, L & D)
Day 8 Disembarking after breakfast; on the
agenda today is the ELTE Botanical
Gardens, which exhibits a collection of
cacti, orchids and water lilies including 85
domestic endangered species. This
afternoon is spent at the Soroksar
Botanical Gardens. Later, we return to the
airport for our return flight to London. (B &
L)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Return flights from London to Budapest
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
2 August
Main Deck

£2,395

£2,295

Middle Deck

£2,595

£2,495

Upper Deck

£2,695

£2,595

Single Supplement

from £595

Optional Excursions
(Belgrade)

£32

(Orsova)

£38

(Novi Sad and Sremski Karlovci)

£32

Tour code: BCDD

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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Your tour manager
TREVOR EDWARDS

Isola Bella, Taormina

Award-winning Garden Designer, Writer
and Broadcaster Trevor Edwards is one
of our busiest and most popular garden
Tour Managers, and has led many
garden tours around the world.

GARDENS AND VILLAS OF

SICILY

S

icily has become one of Europe’s best-loved destinations in recent
years and it is truly an island of the senses. As soon as you step on to
its warm and fertile shores you’ll understand why. Experience its many
highlights with us and be sure to do this unique location justice.

8 DAYS FROM

£1,695

Our eight-day tour takes in the best that the island has to offer, from the
popular beach-side city of Taormina to the rugged landscapes of the Madonie
Mountains. We begin on the slopes of Mount Etna, Europe’s highest active
volcano, as we visit an elegant garden and then, in Taormina, we see a private
garden that boasts spectacular views across the bay.
Heading south, we gain an exclusive insight into Sicilian gardening with the head
gardener at San Giuliano and visit the private garden of a Sicilian aristocrat. We
conclude in Palermo, a melting-pot of architectural styles with both Norman and
Arabic influences.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly from London to Catania,
where we transfer to our hotel. (D)
Day 2 Visit Villa Trinità on the slopes of
Etna and then ascend this mighty volcano,
admiring the views as we go. (B, L & D)
Day 3 In Taormina, tour the private garden
of Casa Cuseni. (B & D)
Day 4 Visit the Gardens of Princess Maria
Carla Borghese and take a tour with the
head gardener at San Giuliano. (B & D)
Day 5 Tour Gli Aromi Sicily, where a
collection of herbs and spices await our
discovery. Free time in Ragusa follows.
(B, L & D)
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Greek Theatre, Taormina

Your Tour Includes
» Seven nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast:
three nights in Giardini Naxos; two nights
in Ragusa; two nights in Palermo
» Three lunches
» Return flights from London to Sicily
» Comfortable coach travel throughout

Day 6 After lunch at a former Benedictine
monastery, we transfer to the village of
Monreale and visit the Cathedral and
Abbey, with its 70,000 square feet of
mosaics, amazing gold leaf and glass
interiors. (B, L & D)
Day 7 Explore the Botanical Gardens in
Palermo, the garden of Villa Giulia and the
impressive Norman Palace. (B & D)
Day 8 We transfer to Palermo airport for
our return flight to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager
(Trevor Edwards in March) and a local
guide

Departures & Prices per person
2023
21 March

£1,865

£1,695

18 April

£1,895

£1,820

2 May

£1,895

£1,820

Single Supplement

£295
Tour code: BSIC

Garden at Son Marroig

GARDENS AND ARCHITECTURE OF

MALLORCA

A

6 DAYS FROM

£1,245

way from the busy beach resorts, the Balearic island of Mallorca
offers a timeless, verdant landscape of wooded hills and orange
groves, sweeping bays and rocky mountains. Dotted around the island is a
host of historic gardens whose origins date back hundreds of years, as well as more
modern creations, providing a rich range of horticultural delights to be enjoyed in the
warm spring sunshine. These include the gardens at Raixa and Alfaiba, both with
Moorish origins and later Christian influences, and Son Marroig, a former residence
of Archduke Luis Salvador with dramatic views.
Elsewhere we visit the monastery of Real Cartuja de Valldemosa, with its peerless
location high in the mountains; tour the island’s principal city of Palma with its
Gothic cathedral and Arab baths; observe the flora and fauna of the Albufera
Nature Reserve and take an exhilarating ride on the Tren de Soller, a heritage train
that runs through spectacular mountain scenery.

Day 2 Visit the gardens of Raixa, once part
of a Moorish estate, and then take a tour of
the garden of Son Marroig. In the afternoon
we take a ride on the vintage narrow gauge
train that runs along a highly scenic route
from Soller to Palma. (B, L & D)
Day 3 We visit the Jardínes de Alfabia,
which date back to the 14th and 15th
centuries. After lunch, we visit the
monastery of Real Cartuja de Valldemosa
with its green bell tower. (B, L & D)
Day 4 Tour of Palma, visiting sites that
include the Gothic cathedral and former

Your Tour Includes
» Five nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the
4-star Hotel THB Maria Isabel, Playa de
Palma, plus four lunches

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly from London to Palma and
transfer to our hotel. (D)

Albufera Nature Reserve

royal residence Palacio de la Almudaina.
We also see the Hort del Rei, the 10th
century Arab Baths and Castell de Belver,
a fortified Gothic castle that is now the
city’s museum. (B, L & D)
Day 5 We explore the Albufera Nature
Reserve today and after enjoying lunch in
Alcúdia we visit the Museo Sa Bassa
Blanca, which showcases a collection of
modern art exhibitions, set in gardens that
include a medieval walled garden with many
varieties of old English roses. (B, L & D)
Day 6 After breakfast, we transfer to Palma
airport for our return flight to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Return flights from London to Palma
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
28 March

£1,395

£1,245

25 April

£1,495

£1,420

3 October

£1,395

£1,320

Single Supplement

£325
Tour code: BMCA

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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MALTA’S

ARCHAEOLOGICAL HERITAGE

M

FREE UPGRADE TO SEA VIEW
ROOMS AVAILABLE

£1,245

alta’s diminutive archipelago is by no means any indication of the vast
riches it holds — from the Neolithic to now, they are many and varied
– a land of golden limestone-cliff coasts, lucid seas, beautiful laidback towns and
heart-stirring views. During this tour, we venture inside the walled citadel of Mdina,
explore the warren of narrow tomb-lined passages of St Paul’s Catacombs, and
take to the waves for a boat trip around the spectacular cliffs and caverns of the
famed Blue Grotto. But most startling of all, perhaps, are the mysterious sites left
by civilisations with whom we are just starting to get acquainted — the millenniaold Mnajdra Temples and the megaliths of Ħaġar Qim: which make for a truly
unforgettable archaeological expedition.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly from London to Malta and upon
arrival we transfer to our hotel. (D)
Day 2 We explore Valletta, Malta’s capital
city, including the Upper Barrakka Gardens,
the Grand Master’s Palace and the
Archaeological Museum. (B & D)
Day 3 Today we explore Mosta Church
and the walled citadel of Mdina. Later we
visit the Skorba Temples, the Museum
of Roman Antiquities and St. Paul’s
Catacombs. (B & D)
Day 4 Visit Ħaġar Qim and the Mnajdra
Temples. We then take a boat trip to the
stunning Blue Grotto and the Dingli Cliffs.
(B & D)

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

Day 5 Today is free to spend at leisure or
there is an optional excursion to the
neighbouring island of Gozo, which has
archaeological wonders of its own. (B & D)

Your Tour Includes
» Six nights’ dinner (with wine), bed &
breakfast at the 4-star Dolmen Hotel,
St Paul’s Bay
» Return flights from London to Malta
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
8 November		

£1,395

2023

Day 6 Take a tour of the fishing village of
Marsaxlokk, visit the Tarxien Temples and
explore the world‑renowned Hal Saflieni
Hypogeum. This historic wonder is a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. (B & D)

7 March*

£1,395

£1,245

2 May

£1,595

£1,520

7 November*

£1,365

£1,290

Day 7 Today we transfer to the airport for
our return flight to London. (B)

Single Supplement
Seaview Room Supplement from

£72

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Optional Excursion (Gozo)

£85

£195

Tour code: BMAL

CULTURAL

FREE UPGRADE TO SEA VIEW
ROOMS AVAILABLE

MALTA

N

*on selected dates

Your Tour Includes

owhere on earth concentrates as much turbulent past into such a
5 DAYS FROM
small land mass as Malta, so if you want to learn as much as possible
about the complex history and rich cultural heritage of the Mediterranean
region in just five days, at a time of year when the weather offers a
pleasant winter escape, this is the tour for you! The island has been inhabited
since 5900 BC and ruled by a succession of powers, so it is little wonder it
presents such a captivating tapestry.

» Four nights’ dinner (with wine), bed &
breakfast at the 4-star Dolmen Hotel, St
Paul's Bay
» Return flights from London to Malta
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

Your Itinerary

Departures & Prices per person

Day 1 We fly from London to Malta and
transfer to our comfortable hotel in
St Paul’s Bay, overlooking the sea. (D)
Day 2 We spend a full day in Valletta,
Malta’s bustling capital city with its unique
combination of architectural styles. We will
enjoy views over the Grand Harbour from
the Barrakka Gardens, admire the art
works in St John’s Co-Cathedral, one of
the most spectacular in Europe, and visit
the Casa Rocca Piccola, which gives an
insight to the customs and traditions of the
Maltese nobility over the last 400 years. We
conclude at the Malta Experience, where a
state-of-the-art presentation brings 7,000
years of history to life. (B & D)
Day 3 Today is free to explore the island at
your leisure, or join one of two optional
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7 DAYS FROM
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£795

excursions - a full day on the peaceful
neighbouring island of Gozo or a half-day
touring the southern half of Malta, with
visits to Vittoriosa and the picturesque
village of Marsaxlokk. (B & D)
Day 4 A full day’s tour takes us to the
Palazzo Parisio, where we will have an
exclusive afternoon tea in the most opulent
surroundings. We also visit Mdina, Malta’s
former capital city; Ħaġar Qim, Malta’s
main historic site; and the Blue Grotto,
where we enjoy a boat trip. (B, AT & D)
Day 5 We transfer to the airport for our
return flight to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch,
AT: Afternoon Tea,, D: Dinner

» Services of a professional tour manager

2022
6 October		

£995

3 November		

£965

2023
2 February*

£895

£795

9 March*

£895

£795

2 November

£955

£930

7 December

£925

£900

No Single Supplement
Sea View supplement 

from £48

Optional Excursion
(Vittoriosa & Marsaxlokk)
(Gozo)	

£45
£85

Tour code: BMAC

Menton Lemon Festival parade

GARDENS OF THE

FRENCH RIVIERA

Menton Lemon Festival & International Rose Festival

M

enton’s zesty Lemon Festival brings a vibrant burst of colour to
our tour of the French Riviera. Exotic gardens, cacti collections and
azure seas complete our sparkling itinerary.

6 DAYS FROM

£1,245

At the Clos du Peyronnet we have an exclusive tour, where a passion for exotic
plants is reflected in the colour and variety of this fascinating garden. At St. Jean
Cap Ferrat, we visit the exquisite gardens of the Fondation Ephrussi de Rothschild,
while a short hop over the border to Italy finds us at the incomparable Hanbury
Gardens – arguably the greatest of all the Riviera gardens.
In May 2023 the International Rose Festival in Grasse will take the place of the
Lemon Festival. All the other garden visits are included, but in a different order –
please ask for a detailed itinerary or see our website for full details.

Exotic Garden, Monte Carlo

Your Tour Includes
» Five nights’ bed & breakfast at the 4-star
Hotel Le Grimaldi, Nice in a standard room
» Three dinners and four lunches
» Return flights from London to Nice
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

Your Itinerary

» Services of a professional tour manager

Day 1 We fly from London to Nice, where
we visit the garden of Serre de la Madone.
Continue from here to our hotel. (L & D)

Day 4 Our day is spent at the Lemon
Festival in Menton and our ticket includes
a grandstand seat for the parade. (B)

Departures & Prices per person

Day 2 Visit the Fondation Ephrussi de
Rothschild and then Jardin Exotique
d’Èze, on the site of a medieval fortress.
(B & L)

Day 5 We drive to Cap d’Antibes for a visit
to Villa Thuret and then it’s on to
La Mouissone as well as the village of St
Paul de Vence, which serves as a creative
haven even today. (B, L & D)

2023

Day 3 We begin at the private garden of
Clos du Peyronnet for a guided tour. Next,
we go from France to Italy and tour the
stunning gardens of La Mortola. La Mortola
is perhaps the greatest of the Riviera
Gardens, in the richness of its collections,
the power of its presence and not least in
the impact it has had all over the French
Riviera. (B, L & D)

Day 6 We finish on a high at the Exotic
Gardens of Monte Carlo, before we
transfer to the airport for our return flight to
London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Menton Lemon Festival
16 February

from £1,395

Single Supplement

£1,245
£295

International Rose Festival
9 May

from £1,595

Single Supplement

£1,520
£450

Superior Room Supplement

from £60

Deluxe Room Supplement 

from £115

Tour code: BLEM & BFRR

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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NEW

Glacier Express

GREAT RAIL JOURNEYS OF SWITZERLAND:

THE GLACIER EXPRESS
AND THE GOLDEN PASS

A

trip on the Glacier Express is on the bucket-list of many, thanks to the
unbeatable combination of spectacular scenery and effortless Swiss rail
travel.

8 DAYS FROM

£3,195

There is a host of other scenic rail journeys to enjoy, beginning with an eco-friendly
ride to the summit of the Gonergrat, one of the finest mountain-top panoramas in the
world. A combination of train and cable car takes us to another mountain summit,
the Schilthorn, which will be instantly recognisable from the Bond classic On Her
Majesty’s Secret Service. Another culture reference follows as we take the Golden
Pass panoramic train to Montreux on Lake Geneva – the inspiration for Deep Purple’s
Smoke on the Water. Further highlights here include a ride in original Belle Epoque
carriages to the top of the Rochers de Naye and a relaxing cruise on Lake Geneva.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly from London to Geneva where
on arrival we board the train for Zermatt
and transfer to our hotel. (D)
Day 2 Today we depart on the Gonergrat
Railway, the world’s first fully electrified cog
railway. The panoramic views including those
from the mountain-top are among the finest
in the world. Later we return to Zermatt,
where the rest of the day is at leisure. (B, D)
Day 3 We take the Glacier Express from
Zermatt to Andermatt. This leisurely paced
journey, coupled with the huge panoramic
windows and skylights allows us to enjoy
the mountain scenery as we descend the
Matter Valley. On arrival, we continue our
scenic journey to our hotel in the village of
Grindelwald. (B, D)
Day 4 Today we travel by train and cable
car via Lauterbrunnen and Mürren to the
mountain summit of the Schilthorn. The
revolving restaurant here, Piz Gloria, shot
to fame when it was used as the location for
Ernst Stavro Blofeld’s lair in the 1963 Bond
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View from Schilthorn

Your Tour Includes
film, On Her Majesty’s Secret Service. We
enjoy some free time in Interlaken (B, D)
Day 5 We return to Interlaken, from where
we take the train to Zweisimmen and
board the Golden Pass panoramic train for
a journey to Montreux on the shores of
Lake Geneva for free time. (B, D)
Day 6 This morning we take the train to
Vevey, home to the world headquarters of
Nestlé. Returning to Montreux we take a
return trip on the narrow gauge rack railway
to the top of the mountain Rochers de
Naye with breathtaking views. (B, D)
Day 7 We take the train along the shore of
Lake Geneva to Lausanne. Here we visit
the Olympic Museum and its sculpture
garden. We then enjoy a cruise on Lake
Geneva to the medieval castle Château de
Chillon. (B, D)
Day 8 Today we travel by train to Geneva
airport for our return flight to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Seven nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast:
two nights at the 4-star Hotel Sonne,
Zermatt; two nights at the 5-star Hotel
Schweizerhof, Grindelwald and three
nights at the 4-star Grand Hotel Suisse
Majestic, Montreux
» Return flights from London to Geneva
» Comfortable coach and second-class rail
travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
12 June

£3,345

£3,195

8 August

£3,345

£3,195

12 September

£3,345

£3,195

Single Supplement 

£750
Tour code: BRGE

Ninfa

ROME, NINFA

AND CASTEL GANDOLFO

O

4 DAYS FROM

£1,270

pen by special arrangement, we are delighted to offer this rare
opportunity to visit the beautiful gardens of Ninfa. We also have the opportunity
to follow in the footsteps of the Popes as we visit the gardens of Castel Gandolfo.
The romantic flower-covered ruins at Ninfa, are as close to gardening perfection
as you can get. Scented roses, hydrangeas and jasmines curtain what remains of
the walls of medieval buildings and paths meander beside a crystal-clear river.
The Villa Lante is a study in geometry and symmetry dating back to the 16th
century, with many water features including a huge, balustraded water fountain
which is a superb example of late Renaissance style. The 16th century gardens at
Villa D’Este, romantically overgrown with tall pines, evergreen oaks and cedars, are
renowned for their use of water and the garden seems to be full of sparkling spray.
Villa d’Este

Your Tour Includes

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly from London to Rome, where
upon arrival we have a city tour. We see the
Colosseum, St. Peter’s Square and
Basilica and the Spanish Steps. (D)
Day 2 After breakfast we depart for
Viterbo, where we have a guided tour.
Nearby, we find the gardens of Villa Lante,
described as “one of Italy’s greatest
Renaissance gardens.” This study in
geometry and symmetry dates back to 1568
when it was designed for Cardinal
Gianfrancesco Gambara by the architect
Giacomo Barozzi da Vignola. (B)
Day 3 The gardens of Castel Gandolfo
await discovery this morning, the traditional
papal residence outside of Rome. In the
afternoon, we visit Ninfa – named after a
mythical nymph and with a curious history.
The garden is now deemed by many to be

the most beautiful garden in Europe, though
for hundreds of years the site lay deserted
due to malaria. After the mosquito hazard
was removed in 1922, the Duchess of
Sermoneta and her son Prince Caetani
began to lay out a romantic garden among
the village ruins. (B)
Day 4 This morning we visit Villa d’Este in
Tivoli, the 16th century gardens known for
their use of water. From the upper terrace,
the valley seems to be full of sparkling spray
and the senses are confused by the
continual sound of cascading water. Amble
along the Path of One Hundred Fountains to
the remains of the miniature Rometta. Later,
we transfer to the airport for our return
flight to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Three nights’ bed & breakfast at a 4-star
hotel in Rome
» Dinner and welcome drink on the first
evening
» Return flights from London to Rome
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
16 May

£1,345

£1,270

13 June

£1,345

£1,270

5 September

£1,345

£1,270

Single Supplement

£400
Tour code: BRNI

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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Frederiksborg Palace

ARCHAEOLOGY OF

DENMARK AND SWEDEN

T

he neighbouring Nordic nations of Sweden and Denmark offer a host of
archaeological and historical sites, from Neolithic megaliths to Viking
forts, from fairytale castles to a magnificent royal warship.

8 DAYS FROM

£1,990

We begin in Uppsala in Sweden, with visits to the archaeological sites at
Gamla Uppsala, Anundshög and Baroque Skokloster Castle, while in Stockholm
we visit the excellent Historical Museum and impressive Vasa Museum. A relaxing
rail journey takes us to Malmö in the south of Sweden, where we tour the Österlen
region before crossing the Öresund Bridge to Copenhagen.
We have a day in the Danish capital, including Rosenborg Castle, then transfer to
Aarhus in mainland Denmark, where we visit the Moesgård Viking Museum and
the Viking Castle at Fyrkat, learning about the real story behind those notorious
Norsemen. We also meet some former inhabitants of the region, the amazingly
well-preserved remains of a man and woman who died here around 350 BC.

Ales Stenar

Your Tour Includes
» Seven nights’ bed & breakfast in 3- and
4-star hotels: two nights Uppsala, one
night Malmö, two nights Copenhagen and
two nights Aarhus
» Three dinners and one light meal on board
the train
» Return flights from London to Stockholm
and Copenhagen to London

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly from London to Stockholm,
where we visit the archaeological site of
Gamla Uppsala with its three Royal
Mounds before transferring to our hotel. (D)

Day 5 Visit Copenhagen’s historic sites
and museums, including Rosenborg Slot,
the National Museum of Denmark and the
Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek. (B)

Day 2 Today we visit the archaeological site
at Anundshög, Sweden’s largest burial
mound and then Skokloster Castle, one of
the great castles of Baroque Europe. (B)

Day 6 We tour Frederiksborg Slot then
cross another impressive bridge as we
travel on to Aarhus in Jutland. (B & D)

Day 3 We visit the Vasa Museum with its
impressive model of the ill-fated warship
and the Swedish History Museum in
Stockholm before we take an afternoon
train to the city of Malmö. (B & LM)
Day 4 We explore the ancient megaliths of
Ales Stenar today before crossing the
Öresund Bridge to Denmark and continuing
to our hotel in Copenhagen. (B & D)
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Day 7 We see the astonishingly well
preserved ‘Bog Bodies’ at Silkeborg
Museum and the Viking site of Fyrkat. (B)

» Standard class rail journey from
Stockholm to Malmö
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of archaeological expert Clive
Warsop as tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
5 September

£2,095

2023

Day 8 After a visit to the UNESCO-listed
Jelling, we transfer to the airport for our
return flight to London. (B)

3 July

£2,065

£1,990

4 September

£2,065

£1,990

Inc. meals: B: B’fast, LM: Light Meal, D: Dinner

Single Supplement

£495
Tour code: BDSA

Crete wildflowers

SPRING FLOWERS OF

CRETE

8 DAYS FROM

£1,420

E

verywhere you look on the high mountain plains and along the country roads
that wind among them are bright splashes of colour – countless floral treasures
just waiting to be discovered. One of the largest islands in the Mediterranean, Crete
is a place of great, unspoilt natural beauty, offering the plant lover an absolute treat
in terms of the variety of flora to be found, thanks to the island’s climate, position,
altitude and terrain. Many of the 1,500 flowering plants here are endemic.

Geropotamos River

From our chosen two centres, we have the opportunity to explore a good deal
of the island. Limestone mountains ascend to over 2,462m and stretch for some
240km forming the island’s backbone. Our daily excursions feature a wide range
of botanical habitats along with some very interesting archaeological sites.
Among the highlights are the Samaria Gorge with breathtaking views and a
magnificent assortment of wildflowers; and Mount Ida, birthplace of Zeus, upon
whose slopes we will happily botanise in the warm spring sunshine.

Venetian Fort

Your Tour Includes
Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly from London to Chania and
on arrival, we transfer to our hotel. (D)
Day 2 Tour the Akrotiri peninsula with
its profusion of flora, followed by time
to explore the historic town of Chania.
(B)

Day 3 To the south of Chania is the

Omalos Plain with attractive upland
villages. Explore the Samaria Gorge
with its stunning views and magnificent
wild flowers, including orchids,
anenomes and tulips. (B)
Day 4 Today we will visit the Souda Bay
British War Graves. Transfer to
Rethymnon, one of Crete’s most
attractive and unspoilt cities, and visit
the Venetian fort. (B)

Day 5 Stopping for a short break at the

coastal town of Plakias, we will travel
on to Preveli. Botanise along the
Geropotamos River, looking for
ranunculus, gladioli and orchids. (B)
Day 6 A visit to Crete would not be
complete without a tour of the
magnificent Palace of Knossos, one of
the most remarkable archaeological
sites in Europe. (B)
Day 7 Travel to the slopes of Mount Ida
and discover plants in the surrounding
area. (B & D)
Day 8 We transfer to the airport for our
return flight to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Seven nights' bed & breakfast: three
nights in Chania and four nights in
Rethymnon
» Two dinners
» Flights from London to Chania and
Heraklion to London
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
4 April

£1,495

£1,420

Single Supplement£250
Please note a good degree of
mobility is required to make the
most of this holiday.
Tour code: BSFC

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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Giverny

THE GENIUS OF

MONET

4 DAYS FROM

£930

J

ust as the gardens at Giverny inspired Monet, who spent half his life nurturing
and enjoying them, so they continue to enthrall countless visitors more than
90 years after his death. The lovingly restored gardens give a vivid impression
of Monet's favourite subjects. The gardens are filled with poppies, lupins,
delphiniums and peonies, and throughout the year the atmosphere is of abundant
colour and luxuriant growth. Arched bridges, painted an acid apple green, are
festooned with wisteria and the draped fronds of weeping willow frame the water
lilies - Monet's paintings brought unnervingly to life.
The perfect complement to Giverny is the Orangerie Museum in Paris,
which underwent an extensive renovation in 2006. The centerpiece of this
outstanding collection is Monet’s breathtaking series of murals, Les Nymphéas.
Housed in two vast elliptical rooms, the 2-metre high murals extend to almost
200m in length and provide a moving and unforgettable testament to the
genius of a painter at the height of his powers.
Besides Giverny, we visit the Château de Chantilly, with its extensive collection
of fine art and its gardens designed by Le Nôtre, and the pleasant market town
of Senlis.

Day 2 This morning, we transfer to nearby
Senlis, a market town typical of Picardy,
where we can explore the shops or enjoy
some pâtisserie. We continue to the
Château de Chantilly, one of the jewels in
the crown of France’s cultural heritage, a
magnificent edifice surrounded by water.
Our visit includes the sumptuously
decorated Grands Appartements, along
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Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ dinner (with wine),
bed & breakfast at the Château de
Montvillargenne, Chantilly
» Return standard class rail travel between
London and Paris with Eurostar

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We depart from London by Eurostar
and upon arrival in Paris we are met by our
comfortable coach. We travel to the
charming town of Chantilly, in the heart of
the Chantilly Forest, where our hotel is set in
its own wooded grounds. Later, we enjoy a
welcome glass of kir before sitting down to
dinner. (D)

Château de Chantilly

with time to stroll around the extensive
formal gardens, designed in part by André le
Nôtre. (B & D)
Day 3 The famous house and gardens of
Claude Monet await today, along with free
time in Giverny where you can visit the
church where Monet is buried. (B & D)
Day 4 We travel to Paris today and visit the
Musée de l’Orangerie des Tuileries. The
highlights of its collection are Monet’s
two‑metre high murals, entitled Les
Nymphéas. Thereafter, there is time to
sightsee at leisure before we catch our
Eurostar train back to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Comfortable coach travel
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
5 May

£975

£950

26 May

£975

£950

21 July

£955

£930

Single Supplement

£245

Eurostar Standard Premier class

On request
Tour code: BMOG

ALPINE FLOWERS OF

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

WENGEN

L

8 DAYS FROM
ying in the Bernese Oberland region in the heart of Switzerland,
Wengen – at a height of some 1,274 metres – is ringed by some of
Europe’s highest and best-known mountains. This is a super destination
from which to spot a wide range of native flora as well as birds and
butterflies. Each day we walk up to five miles, sometimes taking a cable car
or mountain railway, as we explore local wildflowers.

£2,395

Wengen

Your Tour Includes
» Seven nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at
the 3-star Hotel Bellevue, Wengen

Your Itinerary

» Return flights from London to Zürich

Day 1 We fly from London to Zurich and
upon arrival we continue by train to the
car-free resort of Wengen. (D)

Day 5 Walk from Wengernalp to Slipper
Valley, looking for the spectacular Lady
Slipper orchid. (B & D)

Day 2 We take the train to Kleine
Scheidegg and walk to Wengernalp, which
offers spectacular views of the surrounding
peaks and Ibex Wood, looking for flowers on
the way. (B & D)

Day 6 Travel by cable car to the glacier
village of Grindelwald. There's a fine view
of the massif that features the Wetterhorn,
Eiger, Mönch and Jungfrau mountains, and
we enjoy a gentle walk in this most scenic
part of the Bernese Oberland. (B & D)

» Services of a professional tour manager

20 June

£2,495

£2,395

Day 7 Take the rack railway to Schynige
Platte and visit the Alpine Botanic Garden,
set among a picture-postcard panorama.
(B & D)

4 July

£2,495

£2,395

Day 3 We take the cable car from Wengen
to Männlichen and walk to Kleine
Scheidegg, approaching from the opposite
direction to yesterday. (B & D)
Day 4 An exciting cable car ride takes us to
the Schilthorn with a moderate walk back
down, seeking out wildflowers on the way.
(B & D)

Day 8 Today we return to Zurich by train for
our flight to London. (B)

» Return rail transfers between Zürich and
Wengen and a Berner Oberland Rail Pass
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

Departures & Prices per person
2023

No Single Supplement
Please note a good degree of
mobility is required to make the
most of this holiday.
Tour code: BWEN

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE

PELOPONNESE

A

8 DAYS FROM

place of timeless beauty, the Peloponnese is home to 3,000-year-old
relics at Mycenae, classical ruins at Epidaurus and Byzantine churches
at Monemvasia – the whole region is rich with history.

£1,245

The Greeks and the Spartans fought out the Peloponnesian war here, to be
followed in turn by Romans, Goths and Slavs, Franks, Turks and Venetians.
Nowadays the atmosphere is one of peace and tranquillity, but the connection with
the past, with battles won and civilisations lost, is inescapable.

Mystras

Your Tour Includes
» Seven nights’ bed & breakfast: three
nights in Nafplion & four nights in Sparta;
three dinners
» Return flights from London to Athens
» Comfortable coach travel throughout

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly from London to Athens and
upon arrival we transfer to our hotel in
Nafplion, a charming Venetian port. (D)
Day 2 After breakfast, we visit Mycenae,
one of Greece’s most important
archaeological sites. (B)
Day 3 Discover the Archaeological
Museum of Nafplion and Tiryns with its
Cyclopean walls praised by Homer. We later
visit Epidaurus, touring its famous theatre
in the atmospheric forest setting. (B)
Day 4 From Nafplion, we head south via
Argos and continue to our comfortable
hotel in Sparta. (B & D)

» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

Day 5 This morning we visit the Fort City of
Monemvasia. (B)
Day 6 Today we explore the fascinating
dead city of Mystras, which casts its silent
gaze over modern Sparta. (B)

» Services of an archaeological expert as
tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
3 October		

£1,495

2023
29 March

£1,395

£1,245

Day 8 Today, we transfer to Athens airport
for our return flight to London. (B)

24 April

£1,595

£1,520

2 October

£1,595

£1,520

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Single Supplement

Day 7 The UNESCO-listed archaeological
site of ancient Messene and the coastal
town of Kalamata await us today. (B & D)

£295
Tour code: BPEL

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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ARTS AND GARDENS OF THE

FRENCH RIVIERA

6 DAYS FROM

£1,095

W

ith its seas of cobalt and turquoise, its skies of azure and cerulean,
and its gardens of every colour under the sun, it’s little wonder
that the French Riviera has inspired countless works of art and serves as
a magnet for creatives. This tour combines a spell-binding collection of art
and architecture with a few of our favourite gardens, and promises to be a treat for
the senses and a tonic for the soul. Visits include museums dedicated to masters
Matisse and Chagall, the private garden of Clos du Peyronnet, the Masséna Museum
and the exquisite gardens of the Fondation Ephrussi de Rothschild, surrounded by
marvellous sea views.

Grasse

Your Tour Includes
» Five nights’ bed & breakfast at the 4-star
Hotel Le Grimaldi, Nice in a standard room
» Return flights from London to Nice
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager

Your Itinerary

Departures & Prices per person

Day 1 We fly from London to Nice and then
visit the Musée des Beaux-Arts, which
houses works by Monet and Sisley.

Day 4 Explore the village of St Paul de
Vence, Grasse with its Rubens-filled
cathedral and La Mouissone gardens. (B)

Day 2 In Nice, we visit museums dedicated
to the work of Matisse and Chagall, both
set in serene gardens, and we also visit the
Fondation Ephrussi de Rothschild’s
gardens. (B)

Day 5 In Vallauris, we pay a visit to the
Picasso Museum and then we tour Nice’s
Museum of Modern & Contemporary Art.
(B)

Day 3 We transfer to Menton and visit Villa
E-1027, a remarkable modernist villa
designed by an Irish architect. Next, we visit
the garden of Serre de la Madone and the
private garden of Clos du Peyronnet – a
real highlight of the tour. (B)

Day 6 Our final visit is to the Masséna
Museum, home to Napoleon’s death mask.
From here, we return to the airport in time
for our return flight to London. (B)

2022
6 September		

£1,495

2023
28 March

£1,275

£1,095

18 April

£1,395

£1,320

5 September

£1,445

£1,370
£475

Single Supplement
Superior Room Supplement from

£60

Deluxe Room Supplement from

£115

Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Tour code: BRIA

GARDENS AND ARCHITECTURE OF

ANDALUCIA

A

8 DAYS FROM

£1,295

ndalucia is unrivalled in Europe for its wealth of history, culture,
Moorish architecture and gardens – all set against the backdrop of
the snow-capped mountains of the Sierra Nevada. We visit the gardens
which complement the adjoining palaces and discover the wild mountain landscapes.
A highlight for many will be the wonderful Generalife Gardens in Granada, where
patios and terraces are filled with colour, and captivating views of the city are framed
by archways. Moving on to Córdoba we will visit the Great Mosque, one of the most
ancient gardened sites in the world, and continue to the vibrant city of Seville, where
visits include the Cathedral and the Maria-Luisa Park. Our tour concludes in the
dramatically situated town of Ronda with its Moorish courtyards.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly from London to Málaga and on
arrival, we transfer to our hotel for our
evening meal. (D)
Day 2 Visit the Alhambra Palace and
Generalife Gardens, Granada’s
outstanding attraction with a spectacular
setting above the city. Later we take a
wander through the medieval streets of the
Albaicín, catching glimpses of patio
gardens. (B)
Day 3 Head to the Alpujarra and Sierra
Nevada region, paying visits to small
villages and enjoying beautiful scenery
along the way. (B)

Brightwater Holidays | Worldwide

Your Tour Includes
» Seven nights’ bed & breakfast (three
nights in Granada and Seville and one
night in Ronda)
» Three dinners
» Return flights from London to Málaga
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

Day 4 In Córdoba, we discover the Great
Mosque. (B & D)
Day 5 Enjoy a guided tour of Seville
including the cathedral, the Royal Palaces of
the Alcázar and the Gardens of Murillo. (B)
Day 6 Free day in Seville. (B)
Day 7 We visit Ronda to see its Alameda
del Tajo Gardens and the Palacio de
Mondragon. We continue to our hotel.
(B & D)
Day 8 After breakfast, we transfer to
Málaga airport for our return flight to
London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner
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Seville

» Services of a professional tour manager &
local guides

Departures & Prices per person
2022
12 September		

£1,595

2023
27 March

£1,395

£1,295

8 May

£1,495

£1,420

11 September

£1,495

£1,420

Single Supplement

from £325
Tour code: BANG

Villa Pisani

PALLADIAN VILLAS OF

VENETO

V

5 DAYS FROM

£1,495

eneto is one of Italy’s wealthiest regions, reflected in the
extravagance of its grand villas and their stunning gardens. Many
of the villas we visit were designed by Andrea Palladio, one of the most
influential individuals in the history of western architecture. Join us as we
discover no fewer than five glorious villas on our tour. The first on our list is one of
the most recognisable buildings of the Renaissance - the palladian masterpiece, Villa
Rotonda. The UNESCO World Heritage Site was designed for elegant entertainment
and is definitely one for art lovers as it is lavishly decorated with stucco and frescoes.

Villa Rotonda

A short walk along a leafy lane takes us to an outstanding architectural and artistic
site, the Villa Valmarana. With members of the aristocratic Valmarana family giving
us personal tours and hosting dinner, this is a unique experience.
It’s easy to get lost in the beauty of Villa Barbarigo at Valsanzibio. The exceptional
Baroque gardens have been described as some of the most entertaining gardens
in Italy. Amongst our visits to the remaining villas, we also enjoy the beautiful little
town of Asolo - “The City of a Hundred Horizons”. Our farewell dinner is a special
affair, hosted by yet another member of the old Italian nobility, the Godi Malinverni
family.

Asolo

Your Tour Includes
» Four nights’ bed and breakfast in the
4-star Sweet Hotel in Schiavon or similar

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly from London to Venice and
visit the grand gardens of the Villa Pisani
before we transfer to our hotel. (D)
Day 2 We are joined by a local guide for a
walking tour of Vicenza’s historic city
centre. We continue to Villa Rotonda,
where we have a personal guided tour with
the aristocratic owner. From here, we visit
the Villa Valmarana and enjoy a personally
guided tour followed by dinner in a room
adorned with Tiepolo’s frescoes. (B & D)
Day 3 We start at the Villa Barbarigo,
surrounded by an exceptional example of
Baroque gardens, followed by Le Paradis

» Four dinners

des Papillons, a wonderful garden which is
a haven for butterflies and birds. (B & D)
Day 4 After breakfast, we explore the Villa
Barbaro, with its secret garden behind the
villa. In the evening we visit the lustrous
Villa Godi Malinverni, where we have a
gala dinner, hosted by the aristocratic
owners. (B & D)
Day 5 We head for Padua and visit the Orto
Botanico (Botanic Garden) followed by the
Scrovegni Chapel, with its exquisite Giotto
frescoes, before our return flight to London.
(B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Return flights London to Venice
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
23 May

£1,570 

£1,495

19 September

£1,570 

£1,495

Single Supplement

£195
Tour code: BVEN

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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Palace of Knossos

CRETE

ARCHAEOLOGY

8 DAYS FROM

£1,590

T

he Greek island of Crete presents a rich tapestry of archaeological treasures,
sleepy villages and lively towns, all set in a Homeric landscape of mountains,
gorges and flower-strewn pastures. It was home to one of the earliest European
civilisations, the Minoans, who roamed these hills some 4,000 years ago. Their legacy
can be seen all over the island, in particular at the legendary Palace of Knossos, the
centre of the Minoan civilisation in Europe, with a level of technology and facilities
that are quite staggering considering its antiquity.
We also explore the countryside, which in the spring is carpeted with flowers,
driving high into the mountains to visit labyrinthine caves and along the coast
where we will see sparkling seascapes and picturesque fishing villages.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly from London to Crete and
upon arrival, we transfer to our hotel. (D)
Day 2 After breakfast, we visit the
Archaeological Museum. In the afternoon,
we explore the mighty Palace of Knossos,
the centre of the Bronze Age Minoan
civilization, which leaves the visitor
breathless with wonder at the technology
and facilities of that period. (B)
Day 3 We board a boat and visit
Spinalonga, the island that became famous
as the setting of Victoria Hislop’s novel, The
Island. It was also a former leper colony
years ago. Later, we enjoy some free time in
charming Agios Nikolaos, with its small
lake known as “Voulismeni” located in the
centre of the town, at the foot of the cliffs.
(B)
Day 4 The first stop is at Gortyn, an old
Greek-Roman town with its famous law
stones, Roman amphitheatre and the ruins
of the Saint Titus, before we visit Phaistos,
one of the most important centres of
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Minoan civilisation, and the most wealthy
and powerful city in southern Crete. We
continue to Zaros, located on the south
slope of Ida Mountain, where we will stop at
the small lake, home to trout and turtles. (B)
Day 5 Enjoy a walking tour of Rethymnon,
which is a mixture of Venetian and Turkish
influences. Later, we travel to Chania, a city
of exceptional beauty with a rich cultural
heritage, and explore its historic centre and
Venetian harbour. (B)
Day 6 We have free time to explore the
local area, or alternatively join our optional
excursion to the Arkadi Monastery and
Eleutherna Museum including lunch. (B)
Day 7 Today, we visit the Minoan cemetery
of Armeni and Byzantine monuments in the
picturesque Amari valley. (B & D)
Day 8 We transfer to the airport for our
return flight to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Spinalonga

Your Tour Includes
» Seven nights’ bed & breakfast: three
nights at the 3-star Atrion Hotel, Heraklion
and four nights at the 4-star Bio Hotel in
Rethymnon
» One dinner in the hotel and a farewell
dinner (with wine) in a local taverna
» Return flights from London to Heraklion
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of an archaeological expert as
tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2022
11 October

£1,695

2023
25 April

£1,665

£1,590

10 October

£1,665

£1,590

Single Supplement

£295

Optional Excursion (Arkadi Monastery)
£95
Tour code: BCRE

Bom Jesus do Monte

PORTUGUESE
ARCHAEOLOGY

9 DAYS FROM

£1,890

W

ith the roar of the Atlantic Ocean and the tranquillity of the Iberian hillsides
as constant companions, we travel through time stopping off at Megalithic
standing stones, Iron Age settlements, Roman ruins and medieval plazas.
We will enjoy a host of UNESCO World Heritage Sites including the city of Evora,
where its monuments and defensive walls stretch back over 20 centuries; Sintra, a
magical town in which exotically coloured palaces rise out from the dewy forests;
and Guimarães, an immaculately preserved medieval town that was the birthplace
of Portugal’s first king, Alfonso Henriques.
We also explore the vibrant maritime city of Lisbon, the ancient University town
of Coimbra and Porto, a mecca for connoisseurs of wine. Other highlights include
the Almendres Stone Circle from the Megalithic Age, the Gothic masterpiece
of Mosteiro dos Jerónimos, the Roman settlement at Conimbriga, the Iron Age
hilltown of Citânia de Briteiros, and Castelo de Pena, one of the seven wonders of
Portugal.

Day 2 We travel to Évora to visit the
Almendres Stone Circle Menhir and the
Anta Grande do Zambujeiro. (B)

» Eight nights’ bed & breakfast: four nights
at the 4-star Marriott Hotel, Lisbon; one
night at the 4-star Tryp Hotel, Coimbra
and three nights at the 4-star Holiday Inn
Porto, Gaia
» Three dinners

» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

Battle of Aljubarrota, and which would serve
as the burial church of Portuguese royals.
We also visit the Roman city of Conimbriga.
(B & D)
Day 6 Enjoy the Buçaco Forest and be
treated to a wine-tasting in Porto. (B & D)

Day 3 Visit the Museu Caloste
Gulbenkian, which houses a world-class
collection of art, and the Mosteiro dos
Jerónimos, a Manueline monastery. (B)

Day 7 A free day to explore Porto, or join
our optional excursion – a boat trip on the
River Douro, including lunch and free time
to explore Regua. (B)

Day 4 We visit the Palácio Nacional de
Sintra, a designated UNESCO World
Heritage Site and the best preserved
medieval royal palace in Portugal, and the
Castelo de Pena. (B)

Day 8 Visit Bom Jesus Do Monte, Citania
de Briteirios and the UNESCO World
Heritage Site of Guimarāes. (B)

Day 5 We tour the Mosteiro de Batalha,
erected in commemoration of the 1385

Your Tour Includes

» Flights from London to Lisbon and Porto
to London

Your Itinerary
Day 1 We fly from London to Lisbon and
upon arrival we enjoy a tour of the city.
Later, we transfer to our hotel. (D)

Buçaco Forest

Day 9 We transfer to the airport for our
return flight to London. (B)
Inc. meals: B: Breakfast, L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of an archaeological expert
as tour manager (Clive Warsop as tour
manager for 2023)

Departures & Prices per person
2022
2 October

£1,995

2023
2 April

£1,965

£1,890

1 October

£1,965

£1,890

Single Supplement

£495

Optional Excursion (Douro River)  £125
Tour code: BPOA

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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INTRODUCING

WORLDWIDE

Being able to travel the world is a real privilege – and one that many of us will never take for
granted. There is so much to explore, to enjoy and to experience, and our worldwide
holidays cover a wide range of destinations where different encounters can be had. From
wildlife spotting to botanising in spectacular locations, broaden your horizons with a
long-haul holiday and see what our wonderful world has to offer.

Seasonal Gardens of Japan
From the iconic pink cherry blossom in
spring to the autumnal colours that
set the skies on fire later in the year,
Japan is a worthy holiday destination
at any time. Our ever-popular tour
includes visits to some of the most
stunning gardens and spiritual
temples, and features a cultural
dinner with an apprentice geisha.
See page 120.

Australian Gardens
This brand new itinerary is a real
treat for anyone looking for a
long-haul adventure filled with
botanic highlights and cultural
excursions. Enjoy sightseeing
tours, visits to stunning gardens
and even a stopover in Singpore
that includes a visit to the
UNESCO-listed Botanical
Gardens as well as the popular
Gardens by the Bay attraction on
this 19-day holiday. See page 148
for the full details.

Gardens of New Zealand
If you're after the freshest air and the most spectacular landscapes, consider
treating yourself to a place on our popular tour of New Zealand. In addition
to a welcome stopover in Singapore, this holiday includes a Maori cultural
experience, a ride aboard the Coastal Pacific train and many glorious garden
visits, both public and private. See page 150 for the full itinerary.

NEW ZEALAND

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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QATAR

Dubai
U.A.E.

SAUDI ARABIA

OMAN

Dubai
If you think of Dubai, you might picture
the modern metropolis. But, this
destination is home to the world's largest
natural flower gardens – the Dubai
Miracle Garden – along with traditional
experiences aplenty, which will leave you
enlightened. During the course of our
brand new tour, we will enjoy a panoramic
tour of Dubai, an exploration of Old Dubai
and a boat ride to the Spice Market Gold
Souk. There will also be a torch-lit private
Bedouin camp dinner with entertainment
to round off the trip. See page 129.

YEMEN

CHINA

Bhutan and Nepal

NEPAL

Whether you choose to travel in April for stunning views of
endless rhododendrons in their natural habitat or on our
October departure for the colourful Jambay Lhakhang Drup
Festival, Bhutan and Nepal offer its visitors and incredible
mix of sights and sounds. Awesome wooded valleys and
towering snow-capped peaks play backdrop to a cultural
heritage that is waiting to be explored. See page 127.

BHUTAN

BANGLADESH
INDIA
MYANMAR

LAOS

THAILAND
CAMBODIA
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VIETNAM

INTRODUCING

WORLDWIDE

Southern Costa Rica
Costa Rica's south may be more
rugged, but it allows visitors to
experience an alternative to the
hustle and bustle of the busier
tourist destinations. Including a
farm-to-table tasting of local
cuisine, thousands of orchids and
remote corners of the rainforest.
Join us for an eye-opening
experience. See page 123.

Birdwatching in Costa Rica
New for 2023, this itinerary offers a
chance to get back to nature and explore
a range of habitats, where bird species
can be spotted – hopefully including the
dazzling Resplendent Quetzal.
We will do this in the company of a local
birdwatching expert to maximise our
chances. See page 124.

NICARAGUA
PANAMA
COSTA
RICA

Gardens of Costa Rica

COLOMBIA

This is a very popular itinerary, which will take you to an array of wondrous
gardens, both public and private, in search of endemic flora and, of course, some
local wildlife along the way. From the Else Kientzler Botanic Gardens to the
Monteverde Cloud Reserve, and from the world's largest butterfly garden at La
Paz Waterfall Gardens to the Caño Negro Wildlife Refuge, see it all on page 122.

ECUADOR

PERU

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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SEASONAL GARDENS OF

JAPAN

13 DAYS FROM

£4,945

FREE Airport Lounge

Lake Ashi

S

urround yourself with the splendours of the Far East with an itinerary of rare
gardens, bamboo forests, ancient temples, golden Buddhas, and, of course, the
majestic Mount Fuji. Experience the otherworldliness of this mystical country on a
garden tour unlike any other. Travel aboard the iconic bullet train, visit the historic
town of Omihachiman, take a cruise beneath Mount Fuji’s snow-capped peaks
on Lake Ashi, and embark upon an optional excursion to Hiroshima and its Peace
Memorial Park. We have included a variety of different natural styles in order to
bring this tour to life, from landscape gardens and stroll gardens to pond-and-island
spaces. A popular addition to this tour is dinner with a maiko – an apprentice geisha
– in traditional costume. Tradition, stories and natural beauty await. Travel in March
and April for stunning cherry blossom or in November for vibrant autumn colours.
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Your tour manager
COLIN CROSBIE
Colin Crosbie was the Head Gardener to
Her Majesty The Queen Mother in
Windsor and a former Curator at RHS
Wisley. He is currently the President of
the Scottish Rock Garden Club.

Osaka Imperial Palace

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we fly from London to Osaka
on our overnight flight. (IF)
Day 2 Upon arrival in Osaka, we head to
the gardens of the Imperial Palace which
feature broad gravel paths, lawns and
groves of trees, including attractive
weeping cherry trees, which should be in
blossom for our spring tours. From here, we
continue to our hotel for dinner and a
welcome drink. (D)
Day 3 We enjoy a full day in Kyoto visiting
some outstanding gardens. These include
Daisen-in temple, Ryogen-in, Zuiho-in,
Kinkakuji temple and Ryoan-ji temple. (B)
Day 4 We journey to the Prefecture of
Shiga. Beginning in Otsu, we visit the
ancient temple of Ishiyamadera, which was
established around the middle of the 8th
century by Roben Osho. From here we
continue along the shores of Lake Biwa-ko
to the historic town of Omi Hachiman and
the Hachimanbori Canal. Before returning
to Kyoto, we’ll also visit the Nishikawake
House, the former residence of a wealthy
merchant family. (B)
Day 5 Today we explore Ginkaku-ji or
‘Silver Pavilion’, a UNESCO World Heritage
Site, the private garden of Hakusasonso
and Kyoto Botanical Garden, which
displays over 120,000 plants. We’ll also visit
the Bamboo Forest Path in Sagano, a
strange, otherworldly forest of dense
bamboo, whose soaring trunks shade the
path, their leaves rustling musically in the
breeze. (B)
Day 6 Enjoy Kyoto at leisure or join an
optional excursion by train to Hiroshima
and view the Peace Memorial Park. (B)
Day 7 This morning we transfer to Nara and
explore the Toda-ji Temple, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. We will also enjoy Nara
Park and visit the Kasuga Grand Shrine,
one of Japan’s most important Shinto
shrines. Later, we discover the Kodai-ji
Temple and this evening we have a special
treat as we transfer to the geisha district of
Gion to have dinner with a maiko. (B, L & D)

Day 8 After breakfast, we check out of the
hotel and visit the Heian-jingu Shrine, a
rare example of an extensive pond garden
in the grounds of a Shinto shrine. Next, we
explore the Nanzen-ji Temple complex, a
quintessential Zen temple that exudes an
air of serenity. This afternoon we leave
Kyoto, taking the famous ‘Shinkansen’ or
Bullet Train to Tokyo. (B)
Day 9 We journey to the historic seaside
town of Kamakura to visit the Tsurugaoka
Hachimangu Shrine, located between two
lotus ponds. Next, we admire the Great
Buddha, which has survived tidal waves,
earthquakes, fires and typhoons. We
continue to the Hase Kannon Temple.
Simple and elegant, the temple is home to a
superb 11-faced Kannon, Goddess of Mercy,
which is said to date from the 8th century.
(B & L)
Day 10 Enjoy a full day excursion to
Hakone and Mount Fuji, which begins with
a visit to Onshi Hakone Park, an area of
forested mountains and deep ravines. We
will also enjoy a cruise on Lake Ashi, the
principal attraction of Hakone, 723m above
sea level. After lunch, we drive along the
foot of Mount Fuji for a further photo stop
at Lake Kawaguchi. (B & L)

is to the Imperial Palace East Garden,
which has a fine collection of bamboo and
Japanese spring blossom. In the afternoon,
we explore Hamarikyu Garden and take a
cruise along the Sumida River. We
conclude with a farewell dinner this
evening. (B & D)
Day 13 We check out of our hotel today
and transfer by coach to Tokyo Airport, for
our return flight to London arriving the
same day. (B & IF)
Inc. meals: IF: In flight, B: Breakfast, L: Lunch,
D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» 11 nights’ bed & breakfast; six nights at the
4-star ANA Hotel, Kyoto and five nights
at the 4-star Grand Prince Hotel New
Takanawa, Tokyo (or similar)
» Dinner and welcome drink on first
evening, a dinner with a maiko, three
lunches and a farewell dinner
» Flights from London to Osaka, returning
from Tokyo
» London pre-flight Executive lounge
access
» Comfortable coach travel throughout

Day 11 Our day begins at the garden of Kyu
Furukawa, a masterpiece of modern
design, combining the authentic Japanese
style with an Italian terraced-style garden
full of roses. Next, it’s onto Mukojima
Hyakkaen Garden, the only surviving
flower garden of the Edo period. Free time
follows. (B)

» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

2022
9 November	

£4,995

Day 12 Following breakfast we have a full
day sightseeing in Tokyo today. We begin
with a visit the Senso-ji Temple, Tokyo’s
most sacred temple. Directly in front of the
Senso-ji Temple lies the Nakamise-dori,
the temple’s shopping precinct, where you
will have free time to browse through the
stalls which sell everything from haircombs,
fans and kimonos to wigs and genuine Edo
crafts. We continue to Rikugien Garden,
often considered Tokyo’s most beautiful
Japanese landscape garden. Our next visit

2023
29 March*

£5,195

£4,945

12 April*

£5,195

£4,945

8 November

£5,195

£4,945

» Services of a professional tour manager
(Colin Crosbie in March) and a local guide

Departures & Prices per person

Single Supplement

£1,500

Optional Excursion
(Hiroshima) 

On request

*Cherry blossom departures
Tour code: BJPG

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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FREE Airport Lounge

Your tour manager
COLIN CROSBIE

Arenal Volcano

Colin Crosbie was the Head Gardener to
Her Majesty The Queen Mother in
Windsor and a former Curator at RHS
Wisley. He is currently the President of
the Scottish Rock Garden Club.

GARDENS OF

COSTA RICA

T

he term biodiversity may have been coined with Costa Rica in mind, such is
the range of different species within its pristine, tropical forests. Throw
13 DAYS FROM
in some spectacular scenery and resplendently laid-back citizens, and you
have all the makings of a life-affirming holiday experience.

£3,895

Visit a broad range of gardens both public and private, such as the Else
Kientzler Botanical Gardens with its world-class collection of plants. At
the Monteverde Cloud Reserve we will see some of the 100 mammals, 400 bird
species and more than 2,500 varieties of plants that thrive here, including, if we
are lucky, the famously elusive resplendent quetzal.

This tour can be combined with our Southern Costa Rica, both of which will be
led by Colin Crosbie, former Curator of RHS Wisley and currently President of the
Scottish Rock Garden Club.

Your Tour Includes

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we fly from London to San
José, arriving in time for dinner. (IF & D)
Day 2 After breakfast, we visit the stunning
Else Kientzler Botanical Garden as well as
a private garden. (B & L)
Day 3 Today we visit La Paz Waterfall
Gardens. Later, it’s on to the world’s largest
butterfly garden. (B, L & D)
Day 4 Visit La Tirimbina organic cacao
plantation and learn about pineapple
farming at the Organic Paradise Tour.
(B, L & D)
Day 5 Explore a medicinal garden at the
majestic Arenal Volcano. (B, L & D)
Day 6 A full day awaits at the Caño Negro
Wildlife Refuge, where we can expect to
see a diverse range of flora. Later we enjoy
Arenal’s hot springs. (B & L)
Day 7 After a boat trip on Lake Arenal,
Costa Rica’s largest body of fresh water, we
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Waterfall Gardens of La Paz

head to Monteverde. (B, L & D)
Day 8 Wander around orchid and butterfly
gardens today. This evening, there is the
opportunity to dine at the Tree House
restaurant (not included). (B & L)

» 11 nights’ bed & breakfast: three nights
at the Bougainvillea Hotel, San José;
two nights at La Quinta, Sarapiqui, two
nights in the Arenal area, two nights in
Monteverde, two nights in Manuel Antonia
(hotels subject to change)
» Six dinners and ten lunches

Day 9 Tour the Monteverde Cloud
Reserve, with its complex ecosystem and
vast array of flora and fauna. (B & L)

» Return flights from London to San José

Day 10 Explore the Manuel Antonio
National Park before touring the
Rainforest Spices Plantation. (B & L)

» Comfortable coach travel throughout

» London pre-flight Executive lounge
access
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

Day 11 Today we tour La Garita’s Orchid
Garden en route to San José. (B, L & D)

» Services of horticulturalist Colin Crosbie
as tour manager and a local guide

Day 12 We transfer to San Jose airport for
our return overnight flight to London.
(B & IF)

Departures & Prices per person

Day 13 We arrive in London.
Inc. meals: IF: In flight, B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, D: Dinner

2023
28 January
Single Supplement

£4,195

£3,895
£995

Tour code: BCOS

FREE Airport Lounge

Your tour manager
COLIN CROSBIE

Lankester Garden

Colin Crosbie was the Head Gardener to
Her Majesty The Queen Mother in
Windsor and a former Curator at RHS
Wisley. He is currently the President of
the Scottish Rock Garden Club.

SOUTHERN

COSTA RICA
10 DAYS FROM

T

his holiday complements our successful tour of the country’s
northern parts. It discovers the southern regions, an unexplored
and rugged wilderness, where the amenities are more basic, but where
one can experience an alternative to the hustle and bustle of the more
popular tourist destinations.

£3,095

We start at the Lankester Garden, which has a world-class collection of nearly a
thousand varieties of orchids. We continue to a mountain lodge in the cloud forest
where we enjoy a fascinating wildlife walk, then move on to the Wilson Botanical
Garden. We conclude with a visit to the Central Pacific region, where we enjoy a
unique farm-to-table tour featuring the local cuisine, as well as an opportunity to
take a fascinating night forest walk on the trails around the lodge.
This tour can be combined with our Gardens of Costa Rica, both of which will be
led by Colin Crosbie, former Curator of RHS Wisley and currently President of the
Scottish Rock Garden Club.

Your Itinerary

Lankester Garden Orchid

Your Tour Includes
» Eight nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast: two
nights at the Bougainvillea Hotel, San
José; two nights at Trogan Lodge; two
nights at the Wilson Botanical Garden;
two nights at Esquinas Lodge (hotels
subject to change)

Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we fly from London to San
José and transfer to our hotel. (IF & D)

Day 6 A full day exploring the Wilson
Botanical Garden and its huge collection
of plants awaits. (B, L & D)

Day 2 Visit the Lankester Garden with its
world-class collection of orchids, then move
on to Cerro de la Muerte. (B, L & D)

Day 7 We head for the Central Pacific
region, where we enjoy a unique farm to
table experience and later a night forest
wildlife walk. (B, L & D)

» London pre-flight Executive lounge
access

Day 8 The morning is free to enjoy a paddle
or swim in the ocean before heading back
to San José. (B, L & D)

» Services of horticulturalist Colin Crosbie
as tour manager and a local guide

Day 9 We transfer to San José airport for
our return overnight flight to London.
(B & IF)

Departures & Prices per person

Day 3 Enjoy a walking tour of the tropical
cloud forest. (B, L & D)
Day 4 We transfer to Esquinas and in the
afternoon we take a wildlife walk on the
forest trails. Look out for humming-birds,
fly-catchers and finches darting about
among the mighty oaks, along with
bromeliads, ferns and orchids. (B, L & D)
Day 5 We transfer to the world-class
Wilson Botanical Garden, with over 2,000
native Costa Rican species. (B, L & D)

Day 10 We arrive in London.
Inc. meals: IF: In flight, B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, D: Dinner

» Seven lunches
» Return flights from London to San José

» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

2023
8 February
Single Supplement

£3,395

£3,095
£450

Tour code: BSCO

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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BIRDWATCHING IN

COSTA RICA
13 DAYS FROM

FREE BOOK ‘Birds of Costa Rica’

£3,695

FREE Airport Lounge

Resplendent Quetzal

A

t the last count, Costa Rica was home to 923 different species of bird, the greatest density of bird species of any continental
American country, thanks to the wide range of habitats, from mountains to mangrove swamps. The very names are enough to
mark this little country out as a mecca for birdwatchers: from the Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant and the White-bellied
Mountain-gem to the Streak-breasted treehunter and the Lattice-Tailed Trogon! Our tour has been designed to cover a range
of habitats and therefore offers the chance to see as many different birds as possible, from the highlands (home to the iconic
Resplendent Quetzal) to the lowland Caribbean region and the Pacific coast. A local bird-watching expert will accompany us and
take us to the best possible spots for observing a great variety of species.
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Golden-Browed Chlorophonia

Carara National Park

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we fly from London to San
José and upon arrival transfer to our hotel.
(IF & D)
Day 2 This morning we visit the Tapanti
National Park and the rather ominously
named Cerro de la Muerte – the
Mountain of Death. In fact this park teems
with life and is a paradise for birdwatchers
in particular, with hundreds of different
species, around half of which are unique
to this area. Here, we hope to see the
Cabanis’s Ground-Sparrow,
Collared Trogon and the black-bellied
Hummingbird. (B)
Day 3 This morning we travel to Los
Quetzales National Park, which as the
name suggests offers us the best chance of
spotting the iconic Resplendent Quetzal.
242 different species have been recorded
here, including the Middle American
Leaftosser, Buffy Tuftedcheek,
Scaly-throated Foliage-gleaner, Streakbreasted treehunter, White-throated
spadebill and Slaty-capped Flycatcher.
(B, L & D)
Day 4 Journey to Turrialba, stopping en
route for some birdwatching as the
opportunities arise – one of the joys of
birdwatching in Costa Rica is that you don’t
need to stray far from the roadside to spot
new species. In the afternoon, we arrive at
Rancho Naturalista, the premier
birdwatching lodge in Costa Rica and our
base for the next two nights. (B, L & D)
Day 5 We spend the day birdwatching in the
garden and forest surrounding the Rancho
Naturalista. The lodge garden has fruit
feeders which attract a variety of bird
species including Lesson’s Motmots,
Montezuma, Chestnut-headed Oropendolas,
Grey-headed Chachalacas, Baltimore
Orioles, and several kinds of euphonias and
tanagers. Back at the Lodge we have
another opportunity to observe many kinds
of hummingbirds, which are attracted to the
pools and feeders. These include the

Snowcap and Purple-crowned Fairy; the
White-necked Jacobin, Violet Sabrewing and
the Green-crowned Brilliant. (B, L & D)
Day 6 We depart for Sarapiqui, once again
stopping from time to time to do some
birdwatching from the roadside. (B, L & D)
Day 7 Today we visit La Selva Biological
Research Station. Founded in 1968, it has
recorded 470 species of birds here and we
can expect to see a great variety along with
numerous other wildlife as we follow the
network of trails through the dense forest
that surrounds the station. (B, L & D)
Day 8 We explore the Braulio Carrillo
National Park, a huge expanse of virgin
rainforest and cloudforest that is also easily
accessible. It is home to more than 500
species of birds including Resplendent
Quetzals, Bare-Necked Umbrellabird,
Snowcap, Brown-Billed Scythebill,
Black-Crowned Antpitta, Golden-Browed
Chlorophonia, Flame-Throated Warblers,
Long-tailed Silky-flycatchers, Yellow-eared
Toucanet and Lattice-Tailed Trogon. On the
lower Caribbean slopes, tanagers and
hummingbirds are particularly easy to spot.
(B, L & D)
Day 9 After breakfast, we head for the
Pacific Coast and our next hotel located in
the district of Tárcoles. Some 330 species
of birds have been recorded in the private
reserve and this evening we will enjoy a
night walk, when we will see, or more likely
hear, nocturnal birds such as nightjars, owls
and pauraque. Of course, there are a great
many other creatures that come out at
night such as frogs, snakes, scorpions and
insects, so this walk is not for the faint
hearted and entirely optional! (B, L & D)
Day 10 Today we visit the Carara National
Park, which contains the northernmost
Pacific coastal rain forest remaining intact
in Costa Rica, and is the transition zone into
the tropical dry forests of the northwest.
The so-called Crocodile Bridge over the
Tárcoles River is a good place to spot the

numerous Scarlet Macaws that nest and
feed throughout the reserve – not to
mention the crocodiles themselves, some of
which can be 20 feet long. (B, L & D)
Day 11 Enjoy an early morning boat trip on
the Tárcoles River. Here, we can spot birds,
lizards and the ever-present monkeys
swinging in the trees. The remainder of the
day is free to spend how you wish, take
advantage of the hotel facilities or perhaps
soak up the sun on the beach. (B, L & D)
Day 12 This morning we transfer to San
José’s Juan Santamaria airport for our
return overnight flight to London. (B & IF)
Day 13 We arrive in London.
Inc. meals: IF: In-flight, B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» 11 nights’ accommodation on a full board
basis: one night at the Bougainvillea Hotel
San José; two nights at the Hotel Savegre
San Gerardo de Dota; two nights at the
Rancho Naturalista, Turrialba; three nights
at La Quinta Lodge; Sarapiqui and three
nights at the Punta Leon Hotel, Tárcoles
(hotels subject to change)
» Return flights from London to San José
» London pre-flight Executive lounge
access
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager
and a local birdwatching specialist
» Birds of Costa Rica guidebook

Departures & Prices per person
2023
7 February
Single Supplement

£3,995

£3,695
£660

Tour code: BBCO

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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FREE Airport Lounge

Lemur

FLORA AND FAUNA OF

MADAGASCAR

M

15 DAYS FROM

£5,445

adagascar, the world’s fourth-largest island, is like a gigantic ark sailing
ever so slowly across the Indian Ocean, having broken free from the
African continent some 160 million years ago. The national parks and private
reserves that feature on this tour are among the finest in the world. On the botanical
side, we can expect to see a huge range of fascinating trees and plants, none more
curious than the baobab. Among the other highlights are spiny bush plants including
the unique cactus-like didiereaceae, tree ferns, aloes and euphorbias. Think of
Madagascar and you think of lemurs – and, for many, these endearing primates will
top a star-studded cast list of wildlife.

Day 2 Upon arrival in Antananarivo (known
as ‘Tana’), we transfer to our hotel. (D)
Day 3 After breakfast, we take an internal
flight to Diego Suarez/Antsiranana. Later,
we drive towards towards Sakalava Bay
and walk along the Three Bays. We visit
the lighthouse and the old French military
installations. After lunch, we explore the
local fishing village of Ramena. (B, L & D)
Day 4 A full day excursion to the Montagne
d’Ambre National Park awaits. (B, L & D)
Day 5 We head to the dry Montagne des
Français to see the locally endemic
dry-country flora. (B, L & D)
Day 6 Fly to Fort Dauphin and travel to
Berenty Private Reserve, which protects
parcels of the bizarre ‘spiny desert’ habitat,
and the tamarind gallery forest. (B, L & D)
Day 7 Explore the Berenty Reserve, best
known for its large and well habituated
populations of the ringtail lemur. (B, L & D)
Day 8 After a free morning and lunch at the
reserve's restaurant, we return to Fort
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Your Tour Includes

Day 10 We depart for Andasibe with a
picnic en route. We visit Peyrieras, a farm
home to chameleons and reptiles. (B, L & D)

» 12 nights’ full board: four nights at the
Hotel du Louvre, Antananarivo; two
nights at the Mantasaly Resort, Diego
Suarez; two nights at the Berenty Lodge;
one night at the Hotel La Croix du Sud,
Fort Dauphin; three nights at the Lemurs
Lodge (all hotels subject to change).
Please note that picnic lunches are
provided on days when we are away from
the lodge or hotel

Day 11 Explore the rainforest of ‘Périnet’
(the Andasibe-Mantadia National Park).
Later, we can visit the Vakona reserve by
canoe to spot species of lemurs. (B, L & D)

» London pre-flight Executive lounge
access

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we fly from London to
Antananarivo on our overnight flight. (IF)

Chameleon

Dauphin, making stops to view baobab
trees and the Triangulated Palm. (B, L & D)
Day 9 After breakfast we return to Fort
Dauphin's airport and fly to Tana. (B, L & D)

» Return flights from London to
Antananarivo and four internal flights

Day 12 Trek through the forest reserve of
Analamazaotra. Lunch is at the hotel and a
free afternoon follows. At nightfall, we will
have a one-hour nocturnal visit to discover
the smallest chameleon, lemur and frog
species in the rainforest. (B, L & D)

» All land transfers in appropriate vehicles
for the road conditions

Day 13 After breakfast we transfer back to
Antananarivo for free time. (B, L & D)

Departures & Prices per person

» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager
and local guides

Day 14 Morning visit to the nursery of the
late Alfred Razafindratsira before free time
and transfer to the airport for our return
overnight flight to London. (B , L, D & IF)

2022
1 November

£5,695

£5,595

2023
1 November

£5,695

£5,445

Day 15 We arrive in London.

Single Supplement

Inc. meals: IF: In flight, B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, D: Dinner

£780
Tour code: BMAD

FREE Airport Lounge

Your tour manager
COLIN CROSBIE

Buddhist monks at Punakha Dzong

Colin Crosbie was the Head Gardener to
Her Majesty The Queen Mother in
Windsor and a former Curator at RHS
Wisley. He is currently the President of
the Scottish Rock Garden Club.

BHUTAN

AND NEPAL
14 DAYS FROM

C

£5,145

radled in the folds of the Himalayas, Bhutan is an isolated kingdom
with a unique cultural heritage that dates directly back to the mid17th century, closely bound with the Buddhist religion. It is only in the last
few decades that foreigners have been allowed to visit and the country
remains unspoilt by commercial tourism. The scenery is spell‑binding, with deep,
wooded valleys rising to towering snow-capped peaks, and villages and monasteries
that cling precariously to the hillsides.

In April we see masses of rhododendrons in their natural habitat while our October
tour is centred around the Jambay Lhakhang Drup Festival, a remarkable event
marked with a host of colourful ritual dances. Just as fascinating as the dances
themselves are the activities of the local people who flock to the festival from far
and wide, dressed in their finest clothes. In addition to this, our itinerary includes
excursions and gentle hikes, which take us to the most scenic areas and the best
of the attractions, including the remarkable Tiger’s Nest Monastery. We also take
the opportunity to spend a couple of days in captivating Kathmandu in Nepal.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we fly from London to
Kathmandu, Nepal on our overnight flight.
(IF)
Day 2 We transfer to our hotel. (D)
Day 3 Guided tour of the principal sights of
Kathmandu, including the Godavari
Botanical Garden. (B & D)
Day 4 Enjoy a spectacular flight above the
Himalayas to Paro in Bhutan and then
transfer to Thimphu. (B, L & D)
Day 5 Explore the sights of Thimphu
including the 17th century Trashichhoe
Dzong and take a scenic walk to the Tango
Monastery. (B, L & D)
Day 6 Drive to Dochu La and visit the
Royal Botanical Park. Later we explore the
fascinating Phobjikha Valley. (B, L & D)

Tiger's Nest

Your Tour Includes
» Three nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast in
Kathmandu and nine nights’ full board in
Bhutan
» Return flights from London to Kathmandu
and Kathmandu to Paro
» London pre-flight Executive lounge
access
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

Day 7/8 Drive from Gangtey to Bumthang,
where we spend a full day at the Jambay
Lhakhang Drup Festival. (B, L & D)

» Services of a professional tour manager
(horticulturalist Colin Crosbie in April) and
local guides

Day 9/10 Drive to Punakha and explore
the sights of this former capital city, such as
the hallowed Dzong and the temple of
Chimi Lhakhang. (B, L & D)

Departures & Prices per person

Day 11 Transfer to Paro with visits to some
impressive dzongs (watchtowers) on the
way. (B, L & D)
Day 12 Hike from Paro to Taktshang, the
spectacular ‘Tiger’s Nest’. (B, L & D)
Day 13 Flight back to Kathmandu and
transfer to our hotel. (B & D)
Day 14 Flight back to London. (B & IF)
Inc. meals: IF: In flight, B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, D: Dinner

2022
3 November

£5,395£5,295

2023
9 April

£5,395

£5,145

22 October

£5,395

£5,145

Single Supplement

£495

Please note a good degree of
mobility is required to make the
most of this holiday.
Tour code: BBHU

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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FREE Airport Lounge

Your tour manager
TREVOR EDWARDS

St. George’s

Award-winning Garden Designer, Writer
and Broadcaster Trevor Edwards is one
of our busiest and most popular garden
Tour Managers, and has led many
garden tours around the world.

GRENADA

GARDENS OF THE SPICE ISLAND

L

ying at the southern end of the Lesser Antilles, the little island of Grenada
offers a typical slice of Caribbean life, flavoured with spice and full of
9 DAYS FROM
colour. With a lush, mountainous interior and a coastline fringed with
silky-smooth beaches, it is home to some wonderful privately-owned
gardens, which we have threaded together like a richly-flavoured kebab
of delicious horticultural morsels.

£2,795

Given that Grenada won its 15th gold medal at the Chelsea Flower Show in 2019,
it’s reasonable to assume that people here know a thing or two about gardening,
and we can expect some real treats as we visit a host of gardens. We are based
at the Blue Horizons Garden Resort, set back 300 yards from Grand Anse Beach,
which provides accommodation in self-contained one-bedroom units offering
both comfort and privacy. The grounds are extensive and merit a guided tour in
their own right, as well as a bird-watching tour.

Antillean crested hummingbird

Your Tour Includes
» Seven nights’ bed & breakfast at the Blue
Horizons Garden Resort in a superior
garden view studio
» Two dinners, one lunch, one afternoon tea,
welcome and farewell drinks
» Return flights from London to Grenada
» London pre-flight Executive lounge
access

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we fly from London to
Grenada, where welcome drinks and dinner
are served on arrival. (IF & D)
Day 2 We begin our holiday with an
introduction to our hotel’s gardens and
grounds. (B)
Day 3 Today gets off to a fabulous start
with an exploration of the island, with visits
to a trio of private gardens. (B & AT)
Day 4 Tour the gardens of Mount
Edgecombe followed by a gentle trail filled
with botanical wonders at Belmont Estate
and a tour and tasting at the River Antoine
Rum Distillery. (B & L)
Day 5 Our day starts at Smithy’s Garden,
where we enjoy a relaxed Grenadian
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» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary

breakfast, before touring the garden. At
Balthazar Estate we will see giant
heliconia, musa and ginger. (B)

» Services of Trevor Edwards as tour
manager and local guides

Day 6 Visit the beautiful Sunny Side
Garden. The afternoon sees us at Palm
Tree Gardens, where two acres are filled
with thousands of flowering plants. (B)

Departures & Prices per person
2023
13 May

£2,895

£2,795

Day 7 Our last full day is free to relax or join
our optional cruise. (B & D)

30 September

£2,895

£2,795

Day 8 After a morning in the capital town of
St George’s we transfer to the airport for
our return flight to London. (B & IF)

£455

Single Supplement

Deluxe One Bedroom Garden View
Room Supplement
from £35

Day 9 We arrive in London.

Deluxe One Bedroom Partial Ocean
View Room Supplement
from £65

Inc. meals: IF: In flight, B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, AT: Afternoon Tea, D: Dinner

Optional Excursion (Cruise) 

£120

Tour code: BGRE

NEW
FREE Airport Lounge

Dubai Miracle Garden

DUBAI, ABU DHABI
AND THE MIRACLE GARDEN

7 DAYS FROM

£2,095

F

or a comprehensive insight into the cultural heritage and traditions of the United
Arab Emirates, this new tour showcases it all. With our flight expected to land in
the morning of day 2 enjoy an early check-in with time to refresh at your luxurious
5-star hotel. We begin in the modern metropolis of Dubai with a panoramic orientation
tour. Rubbing shoulders with the new is the heritage area of Bastakiya, the Saruq
Al Hadid archaeological site and Ras Al Khor Wildlife Sanctuary with its wildlife and
wetlands. A traditional Emirati experience awaits at the Sheikh Mohammed Centre for
Cultural Understanding followed by a traditional boat journey to the Spice Market and
Gold Souk.
Dubai Miracle Garden – the world’s largest natural flowergardens, offers a kaleidoscope
of colour where more than 150 million blooms create a breathtaking display. In the
company of our conservation guide, step back in time to the 1950s on an adventure
into the Dubai desert with a nature drive through the Dubai Conservation Reserve for a
sunset falcon show and torch-lit Bedouin camp dinner with cultural entertainment. The
Emirate’s capital Abu Dhabi finds us exploring the Sheik Zayed Grand Mosque, Heritage
Village, Qasr Al Watan Palace and the Louvre Museum.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we fly from London to Dubai
on our overnight flight. (IF)
Day 2 On arrival we transfer to our hotel
with free time to relax. This afternoon we
take a panoramic tour including views of
Dubai Downtown, Jumeirah Beach and
Palm Jumeirah. Dinner is at The
Observatory Bar & Grill Restaurant in Dubai
Marina with fantastic views of the Marina
and Palm Jumeirah. (B & D)
Day 3 This morning we transfer to Dubai
Miracle Garden to view the incredible floral
displays and exhibitions. Later we explore
Old Dubai to discover the heritage area of
Bastakiya and the Saruq Al Hadid
archaeological site. Lunch is at the Sheikh
Mohammed Centre for Cultural
Understanding before we continue by
traditional boat to the Spice Market Gold
Souk. (B, L & D)

Day 4 This morning we visit Ras Al Khor
Wildlife Sanctuary to view the wildlife and
wetlands. Perhaps discover the incredible
Dubai Mall, the second largest shopping centre
in the world. This afternoon we take a desert
safari and enjoy a torch-lit private Bedouin
camp dinner with entertainment. (B & D)
Day 5 Today is free to relax, explore at your
own pace or take an optional full day East
Coast tour of Fujairah, through lush
landscapes and secluded coastlines (B & D)
Day 6 We depart for a full day tour to the
capital, Abu Dhabi, and visit Sheik Zayed
Grand Mosque, Heritage Village, Qasr Al
Watan Palace and the Louvre Museum.
(B, L & D)
Day 7 After breakfast, we transfer to the
airport for our return flight to London. (B)
Inc. meals: IF: In flight, B: Breakfast, L: Lunch,
D: Dinner

Sheikh Zayed mosque

Madinat Jumeirah

Your Tour Includes
» Five nights’ dinner, bed and breakfast at
the 5-star Sofitel Dubai The Obelisk hotel
(includes early access to your room on day 2)
» Two lunches, five dinners
» Return flights from London to Dubai
» London pre-flight Executive lounge
access
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
25 April

£2,195

£2,095

6 December

£2,595

£2,495

Single supplement 

from £365

Optional Excursion (Fujairah) 

£110

Tour code: BDUB
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BIRDWATCHING AND WILDLIFE SAFARIS IN

TANZANIA

11 DAYS FROM

NO SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

£4,395

FREE BOOK ‘Field Guide to Birds of East Africa’
FREE Airport Lounge

Flamingos, Lake Manyara

J

oin us in the wilderness of Tanzania, where in the shadow of Africa’s highest mountain we embark on a truly unique wildlife
experience. This tour offers not only the chance of wonderful birdwatching but also other exceptional wildlife experiences.
We have the chance to glimpse a vast array of endemic and migratory avian species and also witness some of Africa’s finest
game viewing. The Ngorongoro Conservation Area and the Serengeti National Park are home to over two million large mammals
and some 500 species of birds including ostriches, secretary birds, black eagles, lark and kori bustards to name but a few. The
Rift Valley Soda Lake Manyara is a haven for wildlife and a key habitat for over 300 bird species, and the Tarangire National Park
is home to the highest number of bird species of all of Tanzania’s national parks.
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Serengeti National Park

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we fly from London to
Kilimanjaro, Tanzania on our overnight
flight. Enjoy access to the Executive lounge
for included meals and drinks prior to your
flight. (IF)
Day 2 Upon arrival, we transfer to Arusha
and have lunch at our lodge. The remainder
of the afternoon is at leisure. (L & D)
Day 3 Following breakfast, we drive to
Tarangire National Park, the sixth largest
national park in Tanzania spanning 2,600
square kilometres and home to a staggering
550 different species of birds. Aside from
the bird viewing we may also see some of
the park’s other residents, including buffalo,
lion, antelope and a large herd of elephants.
(B, L & D)
Day 4 We have another full day exploring
the Tarangire National Park and the
abundance of wildlife it has to offer.
(B, L & D)
Day 5 This morning we travel to Lake
Manyara National Park. The shores in the
spring are tinged with vast flocks of pink
flamingos who head to the shallow
shorelines of the lake for feeding. The park
is home to over 300 species of birds, three
of which are endangered; the Rufous-tailed
Weaver, Ashy Starling and Black-collared
Lovebird. (B, L & D)
Day 6 A long but rewarding day as we
make our way from Lake Manyara to the
Serengeti National Park. Spanning over
30,000 square kilometres the park is home
to an impressive two million ungulates,
4,000 lions, 1,000 leopards and 550
Cheetahs. As well as the ‘Big 5’, over 500
bird species also call the park home
including the wonderful Lilac-breasted

Roller and three endangered Tanzanian
species: Grey-rumped Spurfowl, Fischer’s
Lovebird and the Rufous-tailed Weaver.
(B, L & D)
Day 7 We have a full day’s game drive in
the Serengeti National Park today where
we may have the chance to see some other
interesting birdlife such as ostrich,
secretary bird, black eagle and kori bustard
to name but a few. From our Lodge,
centrally located within the park, we may
have the chance to see the natural
phenomenon of the wildebeest migration
where huge herds follow the availability of
fresh water and verdant grazing grounds.
The central area of the Serengeti is home to
the Seronera River which is a natural
boundary between the rolling grass plains
of the south and the woodland of the north
making it a rich ecosystem and there are
frequent sightings of lion, cheetah and
leopard in the area. (B, L & D)
Day 8 Journey to the Ngorongoro
Conservation Area and after lunch, we
spend the afternoon at leisure. (B, L & D)
Day 9 Descend into the Ngorongoro
Crater, the world’s largest caldera. The
area is of significant importance for
biodiversity conservation as there is a high
presence of globally threatened species.
The crater is home to numerous carnivores
including lion, cheetah, leopard and the
endangered wild hunting dog. It is also a
paradise for birdwatchers with annual
migratory birds from Europe and Asia,
grassland birds, ground-nesting birds, tree
nesting birds, water birds and birds of prey.
Some of the avian species we may see on
our game drive include Northern Anteater
Chats, African White Backed Vultures and
flamingo. (B, L & D)

Day 10 After breakfast, we depart from
Ngorongoro and drive back towards
Arusha. We enjoy a delightful lunch at a
local lodge before we transfer to the airport
for the return overnight flight to London.
(B, L & IF)
Day 11 We arrive in London.
Inc. meals: IF: In-flight, B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» Eight nights’ accommodation on a full
board basis: one night at the Ngaresero
Mountain Lodge, two nights at the
Tarangire Safari lodge, one night at the
Lake Manyara Serena, two nights at the
Serengeti Serena and two nights at the
Ngorongoro Serena (hotels subject to
change)
» Return flights from London to Kilimanjaro
» London pre-flight Executive lounge
access
» Transport in 4x4 safari land cruiser with
the services of an English-speaking guide
» Entry fees to all parks and reserves
included in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager
» Field Guide to Birds of East Africa

Departures & Prices per person
2023
10 May

£4,595

£4,395

No Single Supplement
Tour code: BBTZ
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GARDENS OF

BARBADOS
9 DAYS FROM

£2,745

FREE Airport Lounge

Your tour manager
COLIN CROSBIE

Hunte’s Botanical Garden

A

t 21 miles long and 14 miles wide, Barbados is a small and perfectly formed
vision of pure Caribbean paradise. This is a place of upbeat welcomes,
radiant seas, sandy beaches, golden palms, and thick gleaming rainforest – the
quintessential island idyll. It’s also a place where private gardens blossom, lilies and
heliconias burst vibrantly out of the undergrowth, and species of orchid thrive in
their thousands. This laid-back tour really does have something for everyone. Picture
gazing across the sweeping vistas of Cherry Tree Hill, watching the lively resident
monkeys of the Andromeda Botanical Garden and exploring the George Washington
House, an important remnant of the island’s plantation past. Join us as we escape
the bustle of mainland life, and channel your inner castaway.
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Colin Crosbie was the Head Gardener to
Her Majesty The Queen Mother in
Windsor and a former Curator at RHS
Wisley. He is currently the
President of the Scottish
Rock Garden Club.

Your tour manager
TREVOR EDWARDS
Award-winning Garden Designer, Writer
and Broadcaster Trevor Edwards is one
of our busiest and most popular garden
Tour Managers, and has led many
garden tours around the world.

Barbados

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we fly from London to
Bridgetown and transfer to our hotel.
(IF & D)
Day 2 Our tour of Barbados begins at the
George Washington House, also known as
Bush Hill House, a historic plantation house
where the young George Washington and
his ailing brother Lawrence resided for two
months in 1751. Our next visit provides a
most colourful and fragrant experience as
we explore the Tropical Gardens, home to
more than 20,000 orchids. A meandering
path lined with orchids leads through a
coral grotto to the five orchid houses. Keep
your eyes on the trees for orchids such as
Schomburgkia that bloom once a year with
spectacular results. (B)
Day 3 Today we visit the Andromeda
Botanical Gardens, which play an
important part in horticultural research and
education. Created as a private botanical
space, Andromeda contains an unparalleled
collection of different plants from many
other tropical and sub-tropical locations.
Later, we discover Hunte’s Garden, located
in a gully in the centre of Barbados’
rainforest. Thanks to such an interesting
location, the garden offers a
multidimensional experience, with vigorous
plants densely growing on many levels, from
sunny and open spaces, down to a
mysterious, dark heart of real Caribbean
jungle. (B)
Day 4 We explore Harrison’s Cave this
morning, a crystalline limestone cavern
which lies in the centre of the island.
Flowing streams, deep pools of
crystal-clear water and towering columns
characterise this living cave, which is
adorned with stalactites and stalagmites of

all colours and sizes. We will also take a
leisurely walk along the nature trail that has
been created here. We continue with a visit
to the Flower Forest, located in one of the
most breathtakingly beautiful areas of
Barbados and built on a former sugar
plantation. The views from the garden over
the hills offer fantastic photo-opportunities
- the forest towering and lush, the pathways
lined with flowering plants, the tone quiet,
peaceful and serene. (B)
Day 5 After breakfast we explore the
St. Nicholas Abbey Plantation. Located in
the hills of St. Peter, St. Nicholas Abbey
encompasses over 400 acres of undulating
sugar cane fields, lush tropical gullies,
mahogany forests and formal gardens. We
will also enjoy a scenic ride on the heritage
railway that winds through the plantation
fields and mahogany woods with expansive
views of the east coast from Cherry Tree
Hill. Later, we visit historic Speightstown,
which dates back to 1630 and has a
pleasing blend of colonial and modern
architecture along with excellent shopping
and dining options. (B)
Day 6 Today is free to stroll along the
beach, take a swim or perhaps venture
further afield. Alternatively, join our
optional excursion, a cruise aboard a
Catamaran yacht, ideally suited for sailing
in these shallow, sheltered waters. Relax on
board a catamaran and watch the beautiful
coastline of Barbados slip by, then drop
anchor in a quiet bay for a swim in the
crystal-clear waters, followed by a
sumptuous Barbadian lunch. (B)
Day 7 We explore the island’s capital
Bridgetown today, which was founded by
English settlers in 1628. Historic Old
Bridgetown and its Garrison is now

inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage
Site. After our tour of the city there will be
time to shop and sightsee at leisure. (B & D)
Day 8 Enjoy some last minute shopping
before we transfer to the airport for our
return overnight flight to London. (B & IF)
Day 9 We arrive in London.
Inc. meals: IF: In-flight, B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» Seven nights’ bed & breakfast in an Island
View room at the 4-star Accra Beach
Hotel and Spa, Christ Church, Barbados
» Two dinners
» Return flights from London to Bridgetown
» London pre-flight Executive lounge
access
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager
(Colin Crosbie in June and Trevor Edwards
in November)

Departures & Prices per person
2023
1 February

£2,995

£2,745

7 June

£2,995

£2,895

1 November

£2,995

£2,895

Single Supplement

£795

Optional Excursion
(Catamaran) 

£100
Tour code: BGOB
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GARDENS OF

MAURITIUS
12 DAYS FROM

FREE Airport Lounge

£2,595

Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolan Botanic Garden

T

he Indian Ocean island of Mauritius is only the size of the county of Surrey, yet it is blessed with a rich and diverse flora and
fauna, and is home to some of the rarest plants and creatures in the world. Caressed by a benign climate and light but regular
rainfall, virgin forests and coastal lands provide ideal habitats for myriad species, many of them unique to the island – of the 1,000
or so plants indigenous to Mauritius, about 300 are totally unique. Our exploration will reveal trees that will be the last of their kind
in existence, giant waterlilies, and colourful Cannas and Heliconias. We will witness outstanding conservation work with almost
extinct plants and animals and there will also be plenty of time to enjoy the facilities of our resort hotel, the white sandy beaches
and turquoise waters, and soak up the local culture, with its unique combination of European, Indian and African influences.
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Your Itinerary
Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we depart from London in
the afternoon on our overnight flight to
Mauritius. (IF)
Day 2 Upon arrival in Mauritius, we transfer
to our hotel and have the rest of the day to
settle in and relax. (D)
Day 3 Our day starts at La Vanille Tropical
Garden, where we will have a guided tour
of the flora and fauna in this unique zoo,
which is beautifully landscaped with
tropical plants. In the afternoon we visit the
Domaine de Saint Aubin, a colonial house
from 1819, which offers a number of
different visitor experiences. You can also
explore the Botanical Garden which houses
one of just two Chorisia (silk floss trees) in
Mauritius and a Spice Garden. (B & D)
Day 4 Today we take a boat trip to the
island’s nature reserve of l’IIe aux
Aigrettes, where we will see plants and
animals on the verge of extinction, which
have been saved and now thrive here, such
as rare orchids and pink pigeons. We
continue to the well-stocked Vaneron
Garden Centre and Nursery at Trianon.
An afternoon tea with pastries is included
here. (B, AT & D)
Day 5 After breakfast, we visit the estate of
Gros Cailloux in Petite Rivière on the
west coast of the island. There are five
different sectors which we will discover in
our tour: agriculture, fruit and vegetables, a
nursery, landscaping and leisure and
events. Later we transfer to the capital city
of Port Louis to explore the modest but
very interesting Natural History Museum
whose exhibits include a rare skeleton of
the dodo, which became extinct in the 17th
century. (B & D)
Day 6 Free day to relax and enjoy the
facilities of the hotel or explore the
surrounding area at your leisure. (B & D)
Day 7 Enjoy a guided visit to Curepipe
Botanical Garden and Le Petrin Nature
Reserve. The little botanic garden is
notable for its palm Hyphorbe amaricaulis, a
doomed species as it is the last of its kind in

Seven Coloured Earths

the world and has proved impossible to
propagate. In the afternoon we visit Ebony
Forest, a conservation project which is
helping reverse the impacts of habitat
destruction and invasive species to provide
a refuge for the island’s threatened wildlife.
Our day concludes at the Seven Coloured
Earths, a rare geological oddity created by
volcanic activity which brought together a
number of different minerals and elements.
(B & D)
Day 8 We depart on an excursion to the
Black River Gorges National Park. This
beautiful highland area south-west of
Curepipe is like no other part of the island
and looks more like North America than an
island in the Indian Ocean. Look out for the
rare tambalacoque or dodo tree, black
ebony trees and the exotic birds that perch
in them. We also visit the Plaine
Champagne, the Grand Bassin and stop at
La Morne beach where those who wish
can have a swim. (B & D)
Day 9 This morning we travel to the capital
Port Louis for some free time before we
depart for a visit to the Sir Seewoosagur
Ramgoolan Botanic Garden at
Pamplemousses, famous for its canal full of
giant waterlilies. Later we visit the Domaine
de Labourdonnais, which has become one

of the most attractive cultural visits in
Mauritius. We will discover the Château and
the Nursery which has a wide range of
plants before enjoying a tasting of local rum
or fruit juice. (B & D)
Day 10 Today we visit the Exotica Garden
Centre and Nursery, the largest on the
island with a vast range of colourful plants
including a huge flowered Hibiscus. We also
visit the Garden of Clothilde at Anthelme
and in the afternoon, we explore Eureka
House, a colonial mansion where as well as
the garden we will see a dramatic woodland
ravine and where lunch is included.
(B, L & D)
Day 11 For our final day we relax in the hotel
and then transfer to the airport for our
overnight flight to London. (B & IF)
Day 12 We arrive in London.
Inc. meals: IF: In-flight, B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, AT: Afternoon Tea, D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» Nine nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast at the
4-star Anelia Resort and Spa
» Return flights from London to Mauritius
» London pre-flight Executive lounge
access
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager
and local guides

Departures & Prices per person
2022
29 March

£2,995

2023

Giant tortoise

29 March

£2,895

£2,595

15 November

£2,995

£2,895

Single Supplement

£495
Tour code: BMAU
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LANDSCAPES AND FLORA OF

PATAGONIA
13 DAYS FROM

£6,695
FREE Airport Lounge

Moreno glacier

P

atagonia takes its name from Patagón, the name used by the explorer Magellan
to describe the native tribes of the region, whom his expedition thought to be
giants, and early maps and charts of the New World often referred to Patagonia
as ‘Land of the Giants’. While the indigenous people were of above average height
they were certainly not giants, yet this description of the region remains accurate.
The reason lies in the massive mountains that rise from the plains of Patagonia,
jagged, snow-flecked peaks that pierce the sky in an unforgettable display of natural
wonder. Elsewhere we will see glittering glaciers and azure lakes, verdant forests and
colourful shrubs, and a host of rare and endemic flowers, as we embark on a series
of walks and hikes among the mountains.
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Your tour manager
TONY RUSSELL
A former Head Forester at Westonbirt
Arboretum, Tony Russell is widely
regarded as one of Britain’s leading
authorities on trees and shrubs, having
written 18 books and presented many
programmes for both TV and radio.

Buenos Aires

Torres del Paine

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we fly from London to
Buenos Aires on our overnight flight before
taking a connecting flight to El Calafate in
Patagonia. (IF)
Day 2 Upon arrival, we transfer to our hotel
located in the centre of town. (D)
Day 3 This morning we drive to El Calafate
Mountain Park, from where we walk up to
the meseta known as Balcones de
El Calafate, to see our first native plants,
which will include Notro, with its beautiful
red flowers, and the aforementioned
Calafate. Later, we continue to El Chaltén a
small, picturesque village at the foot of the
Fitz Roy & Cerro Torre massif. (B, L & D)
Day 4 We take a hike in the Torre Valley,
which starts as a glacial valley in the
Laguna Torre before reaching the town as a
fluvial valley. Depending on conditions, we
will go on to reach the lagoon, a natural
viewpoint over the ice-mushroom-covered
spires of the Cerro Torre massif. We hike
back to El Chaltén in late afternoon.
(B, L & D)
Day 5 After an early breakfast this morning,
we drive to Hosteria El Pilar, the starting
point for our walk along the Rio Blanco
Trail, which meets up with the Fitz Roy trail
after around two and a half hours of
walking. This trail offers spectacular views,
with valleys cloaked in verdant forests of
Southern Beech, fed by azure glacial melt
water, with the precipitous peaks of Mount
Fitz Roy thrusting high into the sky, often
shrouded by cloud hence the nickname
‘smoking mountain’. We will also see forests
of Lenga and Ñirre, more Calafate, yellow
orchids and other dainty flowers. (B, L & D)
Day 6 Enjoy a hike on the mountain Loma
del Pliegue Tumbado, which rises to 1,500
metres. The lower part of the mountain is
covered by shrubland and Lenga forest with

many flowers to see, and our guide will help
identify various plants along the way.
(B, L & D)
Day 7 Today is set aside for a visit to one of
the great natural wonders of the world, the
Moreno Glacier, which flows down from
the Patagonian Icefield, a huge sheet of ice
which at 22,000 square kilometres is the
third largest glacier area in the world. We
will also stop to look at some of the flowers
on the access road to and from the area.
(B, L & D)
Day 8 We drive to the UNESCO World
Heritage Site of Torres del Paine National
Park. As we venture though the vast
Patagonian steppes we will also take the
opportunity to look for some of the great
array of plants endemic to this dry region of
Patagonia. (B, L & D)
Day 9 A full day excursion to Torres del
Paine National Park. Here, we will find an
interesting array of plant species and
stunning scenic views. (B, L & D)
Day 10 We explore the south shore of Lake
Grey, a fascinating walk along the shore
that usually collects the icebergs that the
glacier calved on the far side of the lake
and have been brought here by the wind.
Later we take a boat trip to the north side
of the lake, where we will see the huge
glacier calving down into the distinctively
grey waters of the lake, and disembark at
Grey Refuge. From here we hike (around
four hours) to Lodge Paine Grande. We will
continue to botanise along the way. Once in
Paine Grande, another boat ride takes us to
Pudeto and from there we drive back to our
accommodation, at the end of a truly
spectacular day. (B, L & D)
Day 11 Take an internal flight from
El Calafate to Buenos Aires. Enjoy an
evening at leisure. (B & L)

Day 12 After breakfast we will be joined by
a local guide for a panoramic city tour of
the Argentinian capital, featuring sights
such as the Plaza de Mayo and the Casa
Rosada. Later, we transfer to Buenos Aires
airport for our return overnight flight to
London. (B & IF)
Day 13 We arrive in London.
Inc. meals: IF: In-flight, B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» Ten nights’ bed & breakfast: three nights
4-star hotel in El Calafate, three nights
3-star hotel in El Chaltén, one night 4-star
hotel in Torres del Paine, two nights
in Lago Grey, one night 4-star hotel in
Buenos Aires
» Nine dinners and nine packed lunches
» Return flights from London to El Calafate
via Buenos Aires
» London pre-flight Executive lounge
access
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of Tony Russell as tour manager
and local guides

Departures & Prices per person
2022
29 November
2023
28 November
Single Supplement

£6,695

£6,995

£6,695
£800

Please note a good degree of
mobility is required to make the
most of this holiday.
Tour code: BPAT
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RIVERS AND RAINFORESTS OF

BORNEO

13 DAYS FROM

£3,795

FREE Airport Lounge

Orangutans in the rainforest

T

he Malaysian island nation of Borneo offers a unique range of plants and
animals in the pristine habitats of its rainforests and rivers. Our tour offers two
opportunities to see flowering Rafflesia, a bizarre plant found only in south-east
Asia that has no leaves, roots or stems and can weigh up to 10kg. We also come
face to face with Orangutan, Borneo’s iconic ‘man of the forest’, and Sun Bear,
the smallest and most arboreal of all bears, both endangered species that are
the subject of rehabilitation and conservation schemes - there is an opportunity
to adopt and support a Sun Bear should you wish. Join us as we travel through
mountainous terrain with volcanic hot springs, lush rainforests and fertile river
systems. Boardwalks and canopy walkways provide easy access to natural
habitats and the chance to see a wide range of plants, birds and animals.
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Your tour manager
COLIN CROSBIE
Colin Crosbie was the Head Gardener to
Her Majesty The Queen Mother in
Windsor and a former Curator at RHS
Wisley. He is currently the President of
the Scottish Rock Garden Club.

Rainforest

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we fly from London to Kuala
Lumpur on our overnight flight before
taking a connecting flight to Kota Kinabalu.
(IF)
Day 2 Upon arrival we transfer to our hotel
with free time to relax before dinner. (D)
Day 3 Take a leisurely stroll along the
boardwalk that runs through the mangroves
of the Kota Kinabalu Wetlands, a unique
ecosystem where land meets sea. Our local
guide will help us identify the many local
birds, plants and animals. Later we explore
some of the sights of the capital city before
dinner on the waterfront. (B & D)
Day 4 We begin our exploration of the
interior in the Kinabalu Park, home to
around 6,000 plants species and 430 bird
and mammal species. Later, we take a walk
in the botanical gardens and learn about
the vast array of flora. We also call in at
Kundasang for an opportunity to browse
among the street market. (B, L & D)
Day 5 Our day starts at the Sabah Tea
Resort where we enjoy a guided tour. Next,
we enjoy a bird’s eye view of the tropical
rainforest from the canopy walkway at
Poring Hot Springs, where there will also
be an opportunity to bathe in the
therapeutic waters. Later we hope to see
huge rafflesia in full bloom. (B, L & D)
Day 6 We journey to Sepilok and explore
the Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation
Centre this afternoon. We have the chance
to view a feeding session, a wonderful
opportunity to see these gentle, endearing
but endangered apes at close quarters.
Around 25 young, orphaned orangutans are
housed in the nurseries, in addition to those
free in the reserve. (B, L & D)
Day 7 Another highlight today as we visit
the outstanding Bornean Sun Bear
Conservation Centre, where we have the
opportunity to observe these stunning
animals at first hand. There are currently 36

bears housed at the centre, which have
been rescued from poachers. We will also
meet the founder of the Centre, Dr Wong
Siew Te, who will give us a 45-minute
private presentation on the Sun Bears
before taking us on a personal tour around
the facility. After lunch, we explore the
Rainforest Discovery Centre. (B, L & D)
Day 8 This morning we explore the
Gomantong Caves, home to around two
million bats. Later we enjoy a wildlife cruise
on the Kinabatangan River, a chance to see
rare bird species, gibbons and, if we are
lucky, pygmy elephants. (B, L & D)
Day 9 We return to the river for an early
morning cruise and there will be further
cruises in the afternoon and after dark,
when the night creatures emerge. (B, L & D)
Day 10 After breakfast, we take a boat
back to the jetty and continue overland to
Sandakan, stopping en route with a visit to
the Central Market. Here we will see a
wide assortment of exotic produce and
fresh seafood while the market is abuzz
with different colours, sights and sounds.
We continue with a visit to the Puu Jih Shih
Buddhist Temple, located on a steep hilltop
which affords magnificent views over
Sandakan Bay and the town centre.
Later, we take an internal flight to Kota
Kinabalu. (B, L & D)
Day 11 This morning we visit Orchid De
Villa, with a collection of over 300 species
of endemic orchids, before driving into the
highlands for another opportunity to see
the unique and remarkable rafflesia
flowers in their natural habitat. (B, L & D)
Day 12 We have a leisurely day relaxing at
our resort hotel before transferring to the
airport for our overnight flight via Kuala
Lumpur back to London. (B & IF)
Day 13 We arrive in London.
Inc. meals: IF: In-flight, B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Sun Bear

Your Tour Includes
» Ten nights’ dinner, bed & breakfast:
two nights at the Jesselton Hotel, Kota
Kinabalu; two nights at the Kinabalu Pine
Resort; two nights at the Sepilok Nature
Resort; two nights at the Bilit Rainforest
Lodge and two nights at the Shangri La
Rasa Ria Resort and Spa
» Eight lunches
» Return flights from London to
Kota Kinabalu
» London pre-flight Executive lounge
access
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» Services of a professional tour manager
(horticulturalist Colin Crosbie in October)
and local guides

Departures & Prices per person
2023
21 March

£4,095

£3,795

24 October

£4,295

£4,095

Single Supplement

£595
Tour code: BBOR
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SOUTH AFRICA’S
GARDEN ROUTE

16 DAYS FROM

£3,845
FREE Airport Lounge

Knysna

S

outh Africa’s stunning Garden Route winds its way for some 200km between
richly forested mountains and a crinkle-cut coastline dotted with beautiful
beaches and empty bays. Vividly coloured wildflowers delight the eye at every
turn and progress tends to be leisurely, as one stunning photo opportunity after
another presents itself. Visits include the Wilderness National Park, the sea cliffs at
Knysna and the famous suspension bridge at Tsitsikamma. Also returning from the
wilderness to grace our tour are the Drakensberg Mountains, where we do some
gentle botanising and can visit neighbouring Lesotho. We also visit Pietermaritzburg,
known as the City of Flowers, and delightful Durban, home to some splendid
gardens.
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Your tour manager
COLIN CROSBIE
Colin Crosbie was the Head Gardener to
Her Majesty The Queen Mother in
Windsor and a former Curator at RHS
Wisley. He is currently the President of
the Scottish Rock Garden Club.

Kirstenbosch National Botanical Gardens

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we fly from London to Cape
Town on our overnight flight. (IF)
Day 2 Upon arrival in Cape Town we visit
the Old Company Garden. Among the
highlights are the oldest cultivated pear
tree in South Africa, historic statues,
sundials, a rose garden designed and built in
1929 and a Japanese themed garden. Later
we transfer to our hotel. (D)
Day 3 Today we explore the many trails on
top of Table Mountain. The indigenous
flora of the mountain encompasses some
1,470 species. We will then visit
Kirstenbosch National Botanical
Gardens. Some 6,000 different species are
grown here including ancient cycads and
many species of protea, erica, pelargoniums
and ferns. (B)
Day 4 We visit Babylonstoren, one of the
best preserved werfs (farm yards) in the
Cape Dutch tradition, comprising not only
the manor house from 1777, but pioneer
structures all the way back to the founding
of the farm in 1690. In the aftenoon we visit
Stellenbosch Botanical Garden, the oldest
university garden in South Africa, featuring
an enormous variety of plants from across
the globe. (B)
Day 5 Today we visit the Helderberg
Nature Reserve with its diverse flora in the
mountain fynbos. At the Vergelegen Wine
Estate we shall view their beautiful gardens,
lovingly restored in 1987. We continue to
our hotel in Hermanus. (B)
Day 6 Enjoy an optional whale watching
trip this morning before visiting the
Fernkloof Nature Reserve. (B)
Day 7 Setting out on the Garden Route, we
head to Mossel Bay and visit the Diaz
Complex Museum. Here we can view many
exhibits including a live specimen table with
examples of plants and flowers found in the
Mossel Bay area. We continue to our hotel
at the seaside town of Wilderness. (B)

Day 8 Full day touring the Wilderness
National Park, which protects major zones
of indigenous forest, lakes and waterways.
The wildlife is varied, and includes the
Knysna seahorse, pansy shell, pied
kingfisher, Knysna lourie, grey heron and
little egret. (B)
Day 9 Continue along the Garden Route to
Tsitsikamma National Park. Here you can
perhaps walk over the famous suspension
bridge and enjoy lookout points and places
to appreciate the vistas of the turquoise
ocean. We continue to our hotel at Port
Elizabeth. (B)
Day 10 Fly to Durban and drive up into the
Drakensberg Mountains for breathtaking
views. We continue to our hotel. (B & D)
Day 11 Enjoy a leisurely botanical walk in
the area surrounding the hotel. (B & D)
Day 12 Optional excursion to Lesotho,
travelling in 4x4 vehicles on the spectacular
mountain road that runs through the Sani
Pass. The tour will reveal the history of the
pass, the geology of the mountains, the
natural history and a unique experience
with the Basotho people - a glimpse into
traditional Africa. (B & D)
Day 13 Visit the Kwa-Zulu Natal Botanical
Gardens which were established in the
early 1870s and essentially focus on
conservation and propagation of rare and
endangered indigenous plants, and the
cultivation of east coast grasslands. From
here, we journey to Durban. (B)
Day 14 Full day in Durban to discover the
Japanese Gardens with traditional ponds,
home to Japanese Koi Carp and a wide
variety of water lilies and Makaranga
Garden Lodge, a luxury hotel with a private
botanic garden housing many rare species of
Orchid, Camellia and Rhododendron. Visit
the splendid Botanical Gardens laid out on
slopes, high enough to catch cool breezes
with its beautiful collection of palms, trees,
orchids and water features. (B & L)

Day 15 We transfer to Durban airport for
our return overnight flight to London.
(B & IF)
Day 16 We arrive in London.
Inc. meals: IF: In flight, B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» 13 nights’ accommodation on a bed
& breakfast basis: three nights at the
Premier Hotel, Cape Town; two nights at
the Windsor Hotel, Hermanus; two nights
at the Wilderness Hotel, Wilderness; one
night at the Kelway Hotel, Port Elizabeth;
three nights at the Drakensberg Gardens
Hotel and two nights at the Garden Court
Marine Parade, Durban (all hotels subject
to change)
» Four dinners and one lunch
» Flights from London to Cape Town;
Port Elizabeth to Durban and Durban to
London
» London pre-flight Executive lounge access
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of horticulturalist Colin Crosbie
as tour manager and local guides

Departures & Prices per person
2022
13 September

£3,995

27 September

£3,995

2023
26 September

£3,995

£3,845

Single Supplement£650
Optional Excursion
(Whale watching)	

£85

Optional Excursion (Lesotho) 

£90

Tour code: BSAG

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com

141

CHILE:

A BOTANICAL ADVENTURE
17 DAYS FROM

FREE Airport Lounge

£7,495

Torres Del Paine National Park

C

hile is often described as a bio-geographical island, as it is enclosed to the
west by the Pacific Ocean, to the east by the high Andean mountain chain
and to the north by the Atacama Desert. As a result, the flora has become isolated
and the physical, climatic, and biological factors found within the country have
contributed to a unique flora with high levels of endemism. Our journey takes us
from Santiago, through coastal forests to Torres del Paine National Park and its
wonderful Patagonian steppe landscape, home to a great array of plants endemic
to this dry region. For those who are looking for an even longer adventure,
we offer a pre-tour extension to the Atacama desert. This is one of the driest
places on the planet, an almost perfect desert where some places have had no
measurable rainfall.

142

Brightwater Holidays | Worldwide

Your tour manager
MARTIN GARDNER, MBE
As an expert in Chilean flora and
formerly of Royal Botanic Garden
Edinburgh, Martin is perfectly placed to
showcase all that Chile has to offer
having studied his craft in over 30
countries worldwide.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we fly from London on an
overnight flight to Santiago. (IF)
Day 2 Upon arrival in Santiago, we enjoy a
short city tour before transferring to our
hotel. The remainder of the day is at leisure
to relax. (D)
Day 3 Our day starts at La Campana
National Park, a UNESCO Biosphere
Reserve. La Campana was also made
famous by Charles Darwin who visited the
mountain on several occasions and was
particularly taken with the views from the
summit - on clear days it is possible to see
the whole width of Chile from the coast to
the high Andes around Aconcagua. We will
walk to the cascades which will take us
through some magnificent forest and will
give us spectacular views of the
surrounding area. (B, L & D)
Day 4 This morning we explore Reserva
Ecológica El Puquén, Los Molles. This is
one of the best preserved areas of coastal
vegetation and contains an extraordinary
assemblage of very colourful low shrubs,
herbs and bulbous plants. (B, L & D)
Day 5 Depart for an excursion to Quebrada
del Tigre, a beautiful walk through the last
remaining coastal forests which once
clothed the coastal hills in this part of Chile.
We then continue to our next hotel in the
mountain ski resort of Portillo. (B, L & D)
Day 6 Today we explore Parque Andino
Juncal, which is a project in ecological
conservation and sustainable tourism. The
stunning scenery is equalled by the exquisite
early spring flowering alpine plants, many of
which are endemic to Chile. During our walk
from 2,500 to 3,200 metres (depending on
the amount of winter snow) we may be lucky
enough to see condors flying overhead and
the camelid Guanaco grazing the alpine
meadows. (B, L & D)
Day 7 After breakfast, we transfer to
Santiago Airport for our flight to Temuco
and upon arrival, we continue to the
Malalcahuello-Nalcas Natural Reserve.
There is a rich biodiversity of flora and

fauna here. Most notable in terms of the
vegetation are the ancient Araucaria trees,
the cypress Austrocedrus and four species
of southern beech trees. (B & D)
Day 8 Spend a full day in Conguillío
National Park, which surrounds the Llaima
Volcano and is part of the area declared a
World Biosphere Reserve by UNESCO. We
take one of the most beautiful walks in
Chile, through a forest of enormous
evergreen Nothofagus trees up to Sierra
Nevada. At higher altitudes this relatively
gentle route will open out onto volcanic
slopes where the melting snows will reveal
the first of the year’s flowering alpines.
(B, L & D)
Day 9 Journey to Puerto Varas, one of
the world’s most stunning locations –
perched on the shores of Lago Llanquhue
with extraordinary views across to the
snow-capped Osorno Volcano. (B, L & D)
Day 10 We travel to the Lahuen Ñadi
natural monument. Located in the Lake
region, the park was created to emphasise
the protection of wildlife species such as
the famous birds Chucao, Huet-Huet and
species of toads. However, it is due to the
conservation of the alerce tree – Fitzroya
cupressoides - that the reserve is so
important. In the afternoon we visit the
German Colonial Museum in Frutillar,
which tells the fascinating story of German
immigration from 1846 onwards and the
influence they had in the area. (B & L)
Day 11 This morning, we journey to the
village of Puerto Klocker, part of the area
settled by German families in the 1850s,
featuring a restored cemetery around a
German church. The tour continues to the
Osorno Volcano, which we will access by
minibuses, travelling as far as the small car
park on the lower slopes, from where we
can take a short walk (approx. 1.5km) and
enjoy panoramic views of the Andes and
the surrounding lakes. (B & L)
Day 12 Transfer to Puerto Montt airport for
our flight to Punta Arenas. Upon arrival, we
head to Torres del Paine National Park.
(B, L & D)

Day 13 A full day excursion to Torres del
Paine National Park. Our first encounter
with this stunning place will lead us to find
striking species such as various Lady’s
Slippers of the genus Calceolaria including
C. biflora and the striking C. uniflora. We will
visit low-growing patches of Antarctic
Beech (Nothofagus antarctica) and arid
sectors with the presence of the endemic
shrub Paramela (Adesmia boronioides). On
the wildlife side we can expect to see herds
of Guanaco (a relative of the Llama),
Andean Deer and Culpeo Foxes. Pumas are
relatively abundant here, but we will need
to be lucky if we are to spot one. (B, L & D)
Day 14 We continue our exploration of the
Torres del Paine National Park and aim to
discover representative species of the
Patagonian steppes. After lunch, we
venture across vegetative formations with
the highest plant diversity of the whole
region of southern Chile, known as the
pre-Andean Mesophytic Scrub. The
grandeur of the scenery should make for a
truly memorable day in this magnificent
Biosphere Reserve. (B, L & D)
Day 15 After breakfast, we transfer to
Punta Arenas airport for our flight back to
Santiago. Upon arrival we transfer to our
hotel for an evening at leisure. (B)
Day 16 Today we transfer to Santiago
airport for our return overnight flight to
London. (IF)
Day 17 We arrive in London.
Inc. meals: IF: In flight, B: Breakfast, L: Lunch,
D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» 14 nights’ accommodation on a bed &
breakfast basis: two nights in Santiago;
two nights in Zapallar: two nights in
Portillo; two nights in Curacáutin; three
nights in Puerto Varas; three nights in
Torres del Paine National Park
» Welcome drink, 11 lunches and dinners
» Return flights from London to Santiago
» Internal flights: Santiago to Temuco,
Puerto Montt to Punta Arenas and Punta
Arenas to Santiago
» London pre-flight Executive lounge
access
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of Martin Gardner and Sabina
Knees as tour managers and local guides

Departures & Prices per person
2023
14 November
Single Supplement
Conguillío National Park

£7,795

£7,495
£1,995

Tour code: BCBA

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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ARTS AND GARDENS OF

PHILADELPHIA & NEW YORK
9 DAYS FROM

£2,695

FREE Airport Lounge

New York Botanical Garden

J

oin us on this discovery of some of America’s finest art institutions and
inspirational gardens. We begin in Philadelphia, one of the nation’s most
historically rich cities, home to Independence Hall where the Declaration of
Independence and the American Constitution were signed, and the Philadelphia
Museum of Art, with its vast collection of masterpieces by world famous artists.
We also spend a day at the Philadelphia Flower Show, America’s premier
horticultural event, where we enjoy early access and a guided tour. We then
head to the ‘Big Apple’ - New York - where we find an impressive collection of art
institutions and exciting gardens. Highlights here include the New York Botanical
Gardens, the Museum of Modern Art, the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Frick
Collection, the Met Cloisters and the High Line, an abandoned section of elevated
railway line that has been transformed into a suburban garden by Piet Oudolf.
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Your tour manager
TREVOR EDWARDS
Award-winning Garden Designer, Writer
and Broadcaster Trevor Edwards is one
of our busiest and most popular garden
Tour Managers, and has led many
garden tours around the world.

High Line, Manhattan

Philadelphia Museum of Art

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we fly from London to
Philadelphia, where on arrival we transfer to
our hotel. (IF)
Day 2 This morning we depart for the
Philadelphia Museum of Modern Art, the
cultural heart of Philadelphia. We have a
guided tour to discover a phenomenal
collection of art by great artists such as
Paul Cézanne, Henri Matisse, Claude Monet
and Pablo Picasso to name but a few. Later
we have a city tour accompanied by a local
guide. (B)
Day 3 Enjoy a full day exploring America’s
largest and longest-running horticultural
event, the Philadelphia Flower Show,
including early access and a two hour
guided tour. (B)
Day 4 Our day starts at the Masonic
Temples of Philadelphia, a National Historic
Landmark which features a Normanesquestyle exterior. We enjoy a guided tour of this
fascinating building with one of the
knowledgeable on-site Pennsylvania
Freemasons. Later, we head to Philadelphia
railway station where we board the train for
our journey to the ‘Big Apple’ – New York.
Upon arrival, we transfer to our hotel where
the remainder of the evening is at leisure. (B)
Day 5 After breakfast this morning we head
to the Bronx and the New York Botanical

Gardens. We enjoy a guided tour of the
Peggy Rockefeller Rose Garden and the
Native Plant Garden, which celebrates the
diversity of plant life to be found in
northeast America, and the 30,000
distinguished trees some of which are over
200 years old. This afternoon we head to
the Museum of Modern Art, which is often
identified as the most influential museum of
modern art in the world. Since its opening
in 1929 it has been instrumental in
developing and collecting modernist art
and today its collection includes works of
architecture and design, drawings,
paintings, sculpture, photography, prints,
illustrated books and artist’s books, film and
electronic media. (B)
Day 6 Following breakfast, we head to the
Metropolitan Museum of Art (known
simply as ‘The Met’), one of the world’s
largest and finest museums where we have
a guided tour. The Frick Collection was
assembled by the industrialist Henry Clay
Frick and is housed in his former residence
overlooking Central Park. Here we can see
an impressive collection of masterpieces by
Bellini, Rembrandt, Vermeer and
Gainsborough to name but a few. Painting
and sculpture are integrated carefully with
antique furniture, Chinese porcelains,
Limoges enamels and Persian rugs. (B)

Day 7 This morning the Met Cloisters is on
the agenda, first opened to the public in
1938 as a branch of the Metropolitan
Museum of Art in Fort Tyron Park, Northern
Manhattan. Here we have a guided tour
discovering the vast collection of over
3,000 works of art dedicated to the art and
architecture of Medieval Europe, dating
from the 9th through to the 16th century.
This afternoon is at your leisure to explore
some of the sights of New York. (B)
Day 8 Today we will visit the High Line, an
abandoned stretch of elevated railway line
on the West Side of Manhattan, which has
been converted into a linear park and
naturalistic garden. We are joined by a local
guide to learn about its history. The planting
designer is legendary Dutchman Piet
Oudolf, whose cutting-edge garden designs
will be familiar to many. The remainder of
the day is at leisure before we catch our
overnight flight to London. (B & IF)
Day 9 We arrive in London.
Inc. meals: IF: In flight, B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» Seven nights’ bed & breakfast in
4-star hotels: three nights in Philadelphia
and four nights in New York
» Flights from London to Philadelphia,
returning from New York
» London pre-flight Executive lounge
access
» Rail travel from Philadelphia to New York
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of Trevor Edwards as tour
manager

Departures & Prices per person
2023
4 March
Single Supplement
Display at Philadelphia Flower Show

£2,895

£2,695
£595

Tour code: BPNY

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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GARDENS AND WILDLIFE OF

WESTERN CANADA
10 DAYS FROM

£4,095

FREE Airport Lounge

Butchart Gardens

S

pectacular scenery and a warm, friendly welcome await us in Vancouver, a
city which owes its vibrancy and cosmopolitan flavour to the diverse cultural
background of its inhabitants. Set amidst majestic mountains and surrounded by
blue Pacific waters, Vancouver’s gentle climate keeps the city green year-round and
makes it the perfect backdrop for many outstanding gardens. We will be privileged
to visit some of the finest private gardens in Vancouver and Victoria. Our journey
also includes the opportunity to enjoy a whale watching trip, and, if we’re lucky,
we’ll catch a glimpse of orca, grey, humpback and minke whales. From the resort of
Tofino, we embark on a bear watching boat tour along the calm coastal waters and
we’ll explore the Tofino Botanical Gardens spread over 12 hectares of gardens, forest
and shoreline.
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Your tour manager
COLIN CROSBIE
Colin Crosbie was the Head Gardener to
Her Majesty The Queen Mother in
Windsor and a former Curator at RHS
Wisley. He is currently the President of
the Scottish Rock Garden Club.

Tallest Totem, Butchart Gardens

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we fly from London to
Vancouver, where we transfer to our hotel.
(IF)
Day 2 After breakfast, we take a tour
around Vancouver, a modern metropolis
surrounded by nature on all sides. We
explore Stanley Park with its famous
Totem Poles, English Bay, Canada Place,
historic Gastown, Chinatown and
Vancouver Lookout at Harbour Centre.
We ascend the building in a glass lift to the
observation deck 167 metres above sea
level for panoramic views. This afternoon
we visit Van Dusen Botanical Gardens,
which is spread over 55 acres and features
one of the most extensive arrays of
ornamental plants in Canada. We also visit
the first authentic full-sized classical
Chinese garden built outside China, that of
Dr Sun Yat-Sen. The garden is a five million

dollar “architectural space” shaped by
artisans brought to Vancouver from China
and is constructed in an authentic Ming
Dynasty-style, the first of its type built since
the late 15th century. (B)

At the centre is a magnificent castle built in
1908 by former British Columbia Premier
and coal baron, James Dunsmuir. We have
ample time here to explore the Japanese,
Italian and Rose Gardens. (B)

Day 3 This morning we explore the UBC
Botanical Garden, the oldest university
botanical gardens in Canada. The gardens
showcase British Columbia’s native flowers
and trees as well as a collection of plants
from every corner of the globe. Later, we
head northwards to the Capilano
Suspension Bridge Park which seamlessly
blends history, culture and nature. (B)

Day 6 We venture to Ucluelet, enjoying the
scenery as we traverse Vancouver Island to
its Pacific coast. We have a visit to the
Milner Gardens and Woodland, a seaside
garden set in Qualicum beach on the
eastern coast of Vancouver Island, which
covers an impressive 28 hectares of
unspoiled natural beauty perched on an
oceanfront bluff with views across the
Strait of Georgia. (B)

Day 4 A long but rewarding day awaits. We
start with a ferry trip to Vancouver Island
and upon arrival, we head to the world
famous Butchart Gardens, one of the
world’s premier floral show gardens.
Originally created to beautify a worked out
quarry, the property now extends to 55
acres of breathtaking gardens, divided into
four sections. We later enjoy some
sightseeing, travelling through the unhurried
streets of Victoria, where highlights include
the Inner Harbour, which is sprinkled with
pleasure craft and the impressive
Parliament buildings. (B)
Day 5 Our day begins with an optional
whale watching cruise tour. We head out
onto the coastal waters in search of orca,
grey, humpback and minke whales. During
our voyage we may also see sea lions, seals
and porpoises. This afternoon, we take a
scenic route to the historic Hatley Estate,
one of Canada’s largest and most diverse
National Historic Sites, noted for its
heritage planting and majestic native trees.

Day 7 After breakfast, we head out onto the
calm shallow waters on the coastline in
search of the Vancouver Island black
bears which at this time of the year venture
to the shoreline in search of rock crab and
other seafood treats. Later, we visit the
Tofino Botanical Gardens. The site is
spread over 12 hectares of gardens, forests
and shorelines and it explores the
relationship between culture and nature.
There is a network of paths and boardwalks
which take you through cultivated gardens,
a sculpture park and old growth temperate
rainforest. (B)
Day 8 We say goodbye to Tofino this
morning as we travel across Vancouver
Island, passing through Parksville to
Nanaimo where we board the ferry to
Horseshoe Bay. Upon arrival, we head into
Vancouver for a farewell dinner at a local
restaurant. (B & D)
Day 9 Explore at your own leisure this
morning before we transfer to Vancouver
airport for our return overnight flight to
London. (B & IF)
Day 10 We arrive in London.
Inc. meals: IF: In flight, B: Breakfast, L: Lunch,
D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» Eight nights’ bed & breakfast in 3-star
hotels: four nights Vancouver, two nights
Victoria & two nights Ucluelet
Gastown

» One dinner
» Return flights from London to Vancouver
» London pre-flight Executive lounge
access
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of horticulturalist Colin Crosbie
as tour manager and local guides

Departures & Prices per person
2023
15 September
Single Supplement
Optional Excursion
(Whale watching)		
Whale watching

£4,295

£4,095
£895
£75

Tour code: BGWC

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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AUSTRALIAN GARDENS

LANDSCAPES AND ICONIC CITIES WITH MIKE NELHAMS
19 DAYS FROM

£6,195
FREE Airport Lounge

King’s Park, Perth

A

ustralia is one of the most beautiful countries you will ever visit and our new
tour combines the breathtaking wonder of the natural landscape with some
outstanding gardens and the iconic sights and attractions of the major cities.
Beginning with a stopover in Singapore, we explore a UNESCO World Heritage Site
– the Singapore Botanic Gardens and the iconic Gardens by the Bay. We continue to
Western Australia to enjoy tours of Kings Park, Fremantle and a chance to discover
Margaret River. A flight across the continent takes us to Melbourne and highlights
here include the highly acclaimed Botanic Gardens, the Royal Botanic Gardens
Cranbourne and the coastline of the Great Ocean Road. In Sydney, we enjoy city
sightseeing and devote an entire day to the untamed bush of the Blue Mountains.
Finally, in Canberra, we visit the National Botanic Gardens and Menaro High Country.

148

Brightwater Holidays | Worldwide

Your tour manager
MIKE NELHAMS
Mike Nelhams is the Curator of Tresco’s
Abbey Gardens and one of Brightwater
Holidays’ longest-serving, most popular
and well-travelled garden experts.

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we fly from London to
Singapore on our overnight flight. (IF)
Day 2 Upon arrival in Singapore, we enjoy
a tour of the city. We pass by the Padang
Singapore Cricket Club, stop at Merlion
Park and visit Thian Hock Keng Temple,
one of Singapore’s oldest Buddhist-Taoist
temples, before driving through Chinatown.
Later, we explore Singapore’s Botanic
Gardens, a UNESCO World Heritage Site,
where we walk through the National Orchid
Garden. We continue to Little India and
watch a demonstration of Teh Tarik
(Pulled Tea) and we’ll also sample the tea
where our guide will explain the origins of
this all-time favourite local beverage. We
transfer to our hotel for the evening at
leisure.
Day 3 After breakfast, we visit Singapore’s
iconic horticultural attraction, the Gardens
by the Bay. Spanning 101 hectares and
featuring more than one million plants from
more than 5,000 species, this is a must-see
attraction filled with wonders from around
the world. (B)
Day 4 We transfer to the airport to catch
our flight to Perth, Western Australia. Upon
arrival, we transfer to our hotel. (B & D)
Day 5 We tour Perth, including Kings Park
with its 400 hectares of delightful gardens.
This afternoon we visit historic Fremantle
Prison, which once played a pivotal role in
the early days of the state and is the most
intact convict establishment in the country.
We also visit the oldest surviving public
building in Western Australia, the Round
House. (B)
Day 6 Spend today at your leisure
exploring Perth or join our optional
excursion to Margaret River, one of
Australia’s most famous wine-growing
regions where we visit a tasting room to
sample a selection of wines. (B)
Day 7 After breakfast this morning, we
transfer to the airport for our flight to the
capital of Victoria, Melbourne. We transfer
to our hotel and have the remainder of the
day at leisure. (B)
Day 8 We visit the highly acclaimed Royal
Botanic Gardens before we travel to
Stonefields, a large-scale country garden
belonging to garden designer Paul Bungay.
(B)
Day 9 A long but rewarding day awaits, as
we depart on the Great Ocean Road, one
of the most iconic coastal drives in
Australia. We pass through the townships
of Anglesea and Lorne before stopping for
lunch in Apollo Bay. We enjoy even more
breathtaking sights this afternoon,
including the 12 Apostles. (B & L)
Day 10 Today we visit Cranbourne Botanic
Gardens, whose award-winning garden
features plants and eco-systems endemic to
south east Australia. Later, we catch our
flight to Sydney and transfer to our hotel. (B)

Gardens by the Bay, Singapore

Day 11 Our day begins with a sightseeing
tour of Sydney, including a guided tour of
the iconic Sydney Opera House. Next, we
visit the Botanic Gardens located on the
edge of the harbour. (B)
Day 12 We leave the city behind us and
head to the majestic Blue Mountains. Here,
we enjoy the beauty of the Australian bush
and admire the Three Sisters, a
spectacular rock formation. We’ll also take
a walk through the 28-hectare Mt Tomah
Botanic Gardens, home to the giant
lobelias of Mount Kenya and the proteas of
South Africa. (B & L)
Day 13 After breakfast, we head south
along the Grand Pacific Drive to visit
Wollongong Botanic Gardens. Here we
have the chance to explore the vast array of
horticultural collections including the
Australian Open Forest. Later, we arrive in
Canberra and have the rest of the day at
leisure. (B)
Day 14 Today, we visit the Australian
National Botanic Gardens including the
beautiful Rainforest Gully, followed by
sightseeing around Canberra which in 1908
was selected as Australia’s Capital as a
compromise between the two largest cities
Sydney and Melbourne. As such it was an
entirely planned city and its design was
heavily influenced by the ‘Garden City’
movement, incorporating significant areas
of natural vegetation and earning Canberra
the title of the “bush capital”. Our tour
includes Parliament House and the
Australian War Memorial. (B)
Day 15 Today we journey south to Monaro
High Country, to visit some of Australia’s
most stunning private gardens. (B & L)
Day 16 We depart from Canberra this
morning and travel back to Sydney,
breaking our journey with a drive through
Mt Annan Botanic Gardens, the largest in
Australia, covering 400 hectares. (B)
Day 17 We pay a visit to Wendy Whiteley’s
Secret Garden, a haven where we can

explore meandering pathways discovering
sculptures as we go. You may choose to
relax or read a book beneath the garden’s
canopy, or simply enjoy the nature and
serenity of your beautiful surroundings.
Spend the afternoon at leisure before our
farewell dinner this evening, which will be
aboard an exclusive 78ft luxury vessel. We’ll
cruise in style around the world famous
Sydney Harbour, enjoying a chef-designed
menu paired with wine. (B & D)
Day 18 Enjoy free time before we transfer
to Sydney airport for our return overnight
flight to London. (B & IF)
Day 19 We arrive in London.
Inc. meals: IF: In flight, B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» 16 nights’ bed & breakfast in 4-star
hotels; two nights Singapore, three nights
Perth, three nights Melbourne, five nights
Sydney and three nights Canberra
» Three lunches and two dinners
» Flights from London via Singapore to
Perth; Perth to Melbourne; Melbourne to
Sydney; Sydney to London
» London pre-flight Executive lounge
access
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of Mike Nelhams as tour
manager and local guides

Departures & Prices per person
2023
7 November

£6,495

£6,195

Single Supplement

£1,200

Optional Excursion
(Margaret River) 	

£195
Tour code: BAUS

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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GARDENS OF NEW ZEALAND
INCLUDING SINGAPORE WITH TREVOR EDWARDS

20 DAYS FROM

£6,695

FREE Airport Lounge

Milford Sound

F

or us in the United Kingdom, visiting New Zealand is rather like entering a
parallel universe. On the surface, everything appears familiar, but look more
closely and you notice subtle differences – an unusual plant, an outlandish insect or
a brightly coloured bird – which tell you that you are in fact a long way from home.
There are parts of New Zealand that could be anywhere in the British Isles, from a
Hampshire country garden to a Highland glen, an illusion which is strengthened by
the abundance of familiar place names and by the plants which were imported by
the early settlers to make them feel more at home. Yet where in Britain can you find
bubbling mud pools and gushing geysers, majestic fjords and glittering glaciers, huge
tree ferns and penguin colonies? In addition to viewing these natural wonders, we’ll
be taking a closer look at the flora of the country.
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Your tour manager
TREVOR EDWARDS
Award-winning Garden Designer, Writer
and Broadcaster Trevor Edwards is one
of our busiest and most popular garden
Tour Managers, and has led many
garden tours around the world.

Day 15 A day for spectacular sights as we
say farewell to Christchurch and head for
the magnificent blue waters of Lake
Tekapo. We visit the Church of the Good
Shepherd and the statue of the Collie dog,
before continuing on to Cromwell where we
visit Mrs Jones’ Fruit Shop. This amazing
shop is a Central Otago icon which also has
a lovely rose garden attached. (B & D)
Day 16 Spend the day at leisure. (B)
Day 17 Enjoy a full day at Milford Sound.
Here, we enjoy a boat trip which will take us
to the edge of the fjord to the open sea and
back again with a picnic lunch included.
(B, L & D)

Christchurch Botanical Gardens

Your Itinerary
Day 1 Enjoy access to the airport Executive
lounge before we fly from London to
Singapore on our overnight flight. (IF)
Day 2 Upon arrival, we take a tour of
Singapore. Visits include Singapore
Botanic Gardens, Chinatown and Little
India. Enjoy an evening at leisure.
Day 3 After breakfast visit Singapore’s
iconic horticultural attraction, Gardens by
the Bay, an award-winning venue home to
over 250,000 rare plants. Later, we catch
our overnight flight to Auckland. (B & IF)
Day 4 We arrive in Auckland and head to
the Eden Garden, located on the side of
Mound Eden, one of the many volcanic
remnants within Auckland. (D)
Day 5 Beverley McConnell’s 12-acre
country garden, Ayrlies, is our first stop
today. There are collections of
rhododendrons, azaleas, camellias and
masses of old roses and other climbers
twining through trees and over pergolas.
We continue to Rotorua, stopping for a visit
at the Hamilton Gardens en route. Tonight
we are treated to a Maori cultural
experience. (B & D)
Day 6 We depart for New Plymouth this
morning and upon our arrival, we visit
Tikorangi. This large landscaped garden
has one of the best plant collections in the
country and has been rated as a Garden of
National Significance. We also stop at the
Te Rewa Rewa Bridge. (B & D)
Day 7 Following breakfast we take a
sightseeing tour of New Plymouth,
featuring the gardens and beaches of this
unique city. Visits include Te Kainga
Marire, Nikau Grove, Tupare and Pukeiti
Garden. (B)
Day 8 Transfer to Wellington, stopping en
route at the Paloma Gardens in Wanganui,
which has four distinct areas. (B & D)
Day 9 Our day starts with an informative
sightseeing tour of the city, including the

Parliament Buildings, Old St Paul’s
Cathedral, the Botanical Gardens,
Victoria University and the views from
Kelburn. We continue to Otari, or Wilton’s
Bush, New Zealand’s only native botanic
garden, devoted solely to the cultivation
and preservation of indigenous plants. Later
today, we visit the Zealandia
Ecosanctuary, home to over 225 hectares
of regenerating native forest and 40
species of birds. Before spending the rest of
the afternoon at leisure, we pay a visit to
The Museum of New Zealand Te Papa
Tongarewa. (B)
Day 10 We board a ferry from Wellington
harbour to the bustling port of Picton. From
here, we continue to Blenheim where we
visit the tasting room and cellar at Wither
Hills Vineyards. (B & D)
Day 11 A full day of garden visits awaits. We
start at the private garden of Upton Oaks,
home to a 17th century knot garden which
is a favourite among visitors. We continue
to Woodend Gardens, Bhudevi Garden
and Welton House. (B & D)
Day 12 Explore Blenheim independently
before we board the Coastal Pacific train
for one of the most astonishingly beautiful
journeys in New Zealand. (B & D)
Day 13 We travel south to North
Canterbury to visit Flaxmere Garden
which was established over 50 years ago
on a sheep farm. Later, we continue down
the coast to Christchurch, where on arrival
we enjoy the sights of the ‘Garden City’,
including a visit to the Christchurch
Botanic Gardens. (B & D)
Day 14 This morning we travel out to
Governors Bay, to visit Ohinetahi, which is
well known for its displays of art,
architectural works and sculptures. Our
next garden visits include the Akaunui
Historic House and Gardens and Trott’s
Garden. (B & L)

Day 18 This morning we visit Chantecler
Garden, a 12-acre themed garden with
specific aspects based on plants and
garden styles from around the world. We
continue to the Gibbston Valley Winery for
a guided tour and later, we enjoy another
guided tour at Stoneridge Chapel and
Water Garden, home to spectacular
displays of beautiful annuals and perennials.
For our last evening together we take a
cruise across Lake Wakatipu on the
steamer TSS Earnslaw to Walter Peak
Station to dine at the Colonel’s Homestead
– this has proved to be one of the absolute
highlights of this tour. (B & D)
Day 19 We transfer to Queenstown airport
for our flight to Christchurch and overnight
return flight to London. (B & IF)
Day 20 We arrive in London.
Inc. meals: IF: In-flight, B: Breakfast,
L: Lunch, D: Dinner

Your Tour Includes
» 16 nights’ bed & breakfast: one night
in Singapore; one night Auckland; one
night Rotorua; two nights New Plymouth;
two nights Wellington; two nights
Blenheim; one night Kaikoura; two nights
Christchurch; four nights Queenstown
» 11 dinners and two lunches
» Return flights from London to Auckland
(with stopover in Singapore on the
outbound flight) and an internal flight from
Queenstown to Auckland
» London pre-flight Executive lounge
access
» Comfortable coach travel throughout
» All visits as outlined in the itinerary
» Services of a professional tour manager
(Trevor Edwards in January)

Departures & Prices per person
2023
15 January

£6,995

£6,695

23 October

£7,295

£6,995

Single Supplement

£1,675
Tour code: BNZG
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DIARY
DATES

SEPTEMBER 2022
Highland Explorer: Skye and the Far North
2 September 2022
In the Footsteps of the Picts
3 September 2022
Archaeology of Denmark and Sweden
5 September 2022
Arts and Gardens of the French Riviera
6 September 2022
Scenic Journeys of the Highlands and Islands
8 September 2022
A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides
10 September 2022
Gardens of Dumfries and Galloway
11 September 2022
Arran, Scotland in Miniature
12 September 2022
Islay and Jura
12 September 2022
Gardens and Architecture of Andalucia
12 September 2022
South Africa's Garden Route
13 September 2022
Villas and Gardens of the Italian Lakes
14 September 2022
Highlights of Orkney and Shetland
19 September 2022
A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides
20 September 2022
Knitting in Shetland
22 September 2022
Highgrove and the Cotswolds
23 September 2022
Historic Houses of the Scottish Borders
25 September 2022
A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides
27 September 2022
South Africa's Garden Route
27 September 2022

OCTOBER 2022
Portuguese Archaeology
2 October 2022
Archaeology of the Peloponnese
3 October 2022
Cultural Malta
6 October 2022
Lord of the Glens - Highlands and Islands
6 October 2022
Autumn Tints of Perthshire
11 October 2022
Crete Archaeology
11 October 2022
A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides
12 October 2022
A Classic Scottish Steam Break
13 October 2022
A Classic Scottish Steam Break
14 October 2022

NOVEMBER 2022
Flora and Fauna of Madagascar
1 November 2022
Bhutan and Nepal
3 November 2022
Cultural Malta
3 November 2022
Malta's Archaeological Heritage
8 November 2022
Seasonal Gardens of Japan
9 November 2022
Gardens of Mauritius
14 November 2022
Landscapes and Flora of Patagonia
29 November 2022

JANUARY 2023

Gardens of New Zealand including Singapore
15 January 2023
In the Footsteps of Robert Burns
23 January 2023
Gardens of Costa Rica
28 January 2023
Iceland Northern Lights
29 January 2023

FEBRUARY 2023

Gardens of Barbados
1 February 2023
Cultural Malta
2 February 2023
Snowdrops of Eastern Scotland
3 February 2023
Birdwatching in Costa Rica
7 February 2023
Southern Costa Rica
8 February 2023
Steam Dreams Emerald Isle Explorer
8 February 2023
Gardens of the French Riviera - Menton Lemon Festival
16 February 2023
Glorious Gardens of the Canary Islands
25 February 2023

MARCH 2023

Arts and Gardens of Philadelphia & New York
4 March 2023
Malta's Archaeological Heritage
7 March 2023
Cultural Malta
9 March 2023
Iceland Northern Lights
12 March 2023
Gardens and Villas of Sicily
21 March 2023
Rivers and Rainforests of Borneo
21 March 2023
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Scotland's Extreme North West
21 March 2023
Spring Gardens in Surrey
21 March 2023
Spring in the Cotswolds
23 March 2023
Spring Gardens of the North West
23 March 2023
Glasgow's Art Treasures
24 March 2023
Great Gardens of Cornwall in the company of Mike Nelhams
25 March 2023
Walking in the Outer Hebrides
25 March 2023
Thriplow's Daffodil Festival
26 March 2023
Gardens and Architecture of Andalucia
27 March 2023
A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides
28 March 2023
Gardens and Architecture of Mallorca
28 March 2023
Arts and Gardens of the French Riviera
28 March 2023
Archaeology of the Peloponnese
29 March 2023
Seasonal Gardens of Japan
29 March 2023
Gardens of Mauritius
29 March 2023
A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides
30 March 2023

APRIL 2023

Walking in the Outer Hebrides
1 April 2023
Walking in the Outer Hebrides
1 April 2023
Portuguese Archaeology
2 April 2023
A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides
3 April 2023
Spring Flowers of Crete
4 April 2023
Bhutan and Nepal
9 April 2023
A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides
11 April 2023
Scotland's Extreme North West
11 April 2023
Seasonal Gardens of Japan
12 April 2023
Private Gardens of Guernsey & Sark
13 April 2023
Private Gardens of Guernsey & Sark
13 April 2023
A Classic Scottish Steam Break
14 April 2023
Dutch Bulbfields in Spring
15 April 2023
Great Gardens of Cornwall in the company of Mike Nelhams
16 April 2023
Lord of the Glens - Highlands and Islands
16 April 2023
Castles and Historic Houses of Cheshire
17 April 2023
Gardens and Villas of Sicily
18 April 2023
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Arts and Gardens of the French Riviera
18 April 2023
A Classic Scottish Steam Break
20 April 2023
The Gardens of Kent & Sussex
21 April 2023
Lord of the Glens - Highlands and Islands
22 April 2023
Ancient Stones of the Outer Hebrides
23 April 2023
Castles and Country Houses of Cumbria
23 April 2023
Historic Houses of the Scottish Borders
23 April 2023
An Archaeologist's View of Orkney and Shetland
24 April 2023
Archaeology of the Peloponnese
24 April 2023
Historic Houses of Aberdeenshire
24 April 2023
Scenic Journeys of the Highlands and Islands
24 April 2023
A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides
25 April 2023
Dubai, Abu Dhabi and the Miracle Garden
25 April 2023
Gardens and Architecture of Mallorca
25 April 2023
Scotland's Extreme North West
25 April 2023
Crete Archaeology
25 April 2023
Private Gardens of Cornwall
27 April 2023 - Proposed
Highgrove and the Cotswolds
28 April 2023 - Proposed
Castles and Houses of Lincolnshire
28 April 2023
Castles and Houses of Kent
30 April 2023
Castles and Houses of Northumberland
30 April 2023

MAY 2023

Colours of the Lake District
1 May 2023
Coastal Castles and Magnificent Mansions of Dorset
2 May 2023
Gardens and Villas of Sicily
2 May 2023
Malta's Archaeological Heritage
2 May 2023
Villas and Gardens of the Italian Lakes
3 May 2023
The Irish Rover
4 May 2023
Scenic Scottish Railways
5 May 2023
The Genius of Monet
5 May 2023
Gardens and Architecture of Andalucia
8 May 2023
Gardens of the French Riviera - International Rose Festival
9 May 2023
An Archaeologist's View of Orkney and Shetland
10 May 2023
Birdwatching and Wildlife Safaris in Tanzania
10 May 2023

A Classic Scottish Steam Break
11 May 2023
Grenada - Gardens of the Spice Island
13 May 2023
Highlights of Scotland
13 May 2023
Castles and Country Houses of Cumbria
14 May 2023
Highlights of Orkney and Shetland
15 May 2023
Islay and Jura
15 May 2023
Lord of the Glens - Heart of the Highlands
15 May 2023
Rome, Ninfa and Castel Gandolfo
16 May 2023
Castles and Palaces of the Highlands
17 May 2023
Gardens of Jersey
17 May 2023
Gardens of North Wales
18 May 2023
A Classic Scottish Steam Break
19 May 2023
Highgrove and the Cotswolds
19 May 2023 - Proposed
Stately Homes and Seaside Castles of Norfolk
21 May 2023
Castles and Historic Houses of Cheshire
22 May 2023
A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides
23 May 2023
Palladian Villas of Veneto
23 May 2023
Castles and Houses of the Cotswolds
24 May 2023
The RHS Chelsea Flower Show and Classic English Gardens
25 May 2023
The Genius of Monet
26 May 2023
RHS Garden Bridgewater and Gardens of the North West
27 May 2023
Arran, Scotland in Miniature
29 May 2023
A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides
30 May 2023

JUNE 2023

In the Footsteps of Gertrude Jeykll
1 June 2023
Private Gardens of Guernsey & Sark
1 June 2023
Stornoway, Skye and the Summer Isles
1 June 2023
Private Gardens of Guernsey & Sark
1 June 2023
Highland Explorer: Skye and the Far North
2 June 2023
A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides
4 June 2023
Castles and Houses of Northumberland
4 June 2023
Gardens of Dumfries and Galloway
4 June 2023
Gardens of Northumberland
4 June 2023
Historic Houses of Aberdeenshire
5 June 2023

Islay and Jura
5 June 2023
Scenic Journeys of Argyll and Bute
6 June 2023
Castles and Houses of North Wales
7 June 2023
Gardens of Barbados
7 June 2023
Castles & Houses of Devon & Cornwall
7 June 2023 - Proposed
Somerset and Dorset in Style
11 June 2023
Great Rail Journeys of Switzerland
12 June 2023
Highlights of Orkney and Shetland
12 June 2023
Rome, Ninfa and Castel Gandolfo
13 June 2023
Scotland's Northern Edge
13 June 2023
The Irish Rover
14 June 2023
In the Footsteps of the Picts
16 June 2023
Scenic Journeys of the Highlands and Islands
16 June 2023
Ancient Stones of the Outer Hebrides
18 June 2023
Arran, Scotland in Miniature
19 June 2023
Colours of the Lake District
19 June 2023
A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides
20 June 2023
Alpine Flowers of Wengen
20 June 2023
Coastal Castles and Magnificent Mansions of Dorset 21 June
2023
Villas and Gardens of the Italian Lakes
21 June 2023
A Classic Scottish Steam Break
22 June 2023
Castles and Houses of Lincolnshire
23 June 2023
Highland Wildlife Safari
23 June 2023
The Gardens of Kent & Sussex
23 June 2023
Highgrove and the Cotswolds
23 June 2023 - Proposed
Undiscovered Orkney
23 June 2023
Highland Wildlife Safari
23 June 2023
RHS Garden Bridgewater and Gardens of the North West
24 June 2023
Historic Houses of the Scottish Borders
25 June 2023
An Archaeologist's View of Orkney and Shetland
26 June 2023
Private Gardens of Caithness & Sutherland
26 June 2023
Shetland and its Outer Isles
28 June 2023
Stately Homes and Seaside Castles of Norfolk
28 June 2023
Shetland and its Outer Isles
28 June 2023
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A Classic Scottish Steam Break
29 June 2023
Gardens of Somerset and Dorset
29 June 2023
Private Gardens of Cornwall
29 June 2023 - Proposed

JULY 2023

Archaeology of Denmark and Sweden
3 July 2023
Alpine Flowers of Wengen
4 July 2023
Castles and Houses of North Wales
5 July 2023
A Classic Scottish Steam Break
6 July 2023
Voyage Along the Vltava & Elbe
6 July 2023
Castles and Houses of Kent
9 July 2023
Islay and Jura
10 July 2023
Private Gardens of Caithness & Sutherland
10 July 2023
Castles and Houses of the Cotswolds
12 July 2023
Orkney's Garden Trail
12 July 2023
A Classic Scottish Steam Break
13 July 2023
Shetland and its Outer Isles
16 July 2023
Shetland and its Outer Isles
16 July 2023
Historic Houses of Aberdeenshire
17 July 2023
Scenic Journeys of Argyll and Bute
18 July 2023
Gardens of Dumfries and Galloway
19 July 2023
Highland Explorer: Skye and the Far North
21 July 2023
Highland Wildlife Safari
21 July 2023
In the Footsteps of the Picts
21 July 2023
The Genius of Monet
21 July 2023
Highland Wildlife Safari
21 July 2023
Gardens of Northumberland
23 July 2023
Orkney's Garden Trail
26 July 2023
Castles and Palaces of the Highlands
28 July 2023
Scenic Scottish Railways
28 July 2023

AUGUST 2023
Delightful Danube
2 August 2023
A Classic Scottish Steam Break
3 August 2023
In the Footsteps of the Picts
4 August 2023
Highgrove and the Cotswolds
4 August 2023 - Proposed
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Scotland's Northern Edge
8 August 2023
A Classic Scottish Steam Break
10 August 2023
The Irish Rover
10 August 2023
Gardens of North Wales
12 August 2023
Castles and Historic Houses of Cheshire
14 August 2023
Gardens of Dumfries and Galloway
14 August 2023
Highlights of Orkney and Shetland
14 August 2023
Gardens of Somerset and Dorset
17 August 2023
Great Rail Journeys of Switzerland
18 August 2023
The Gardens of Kent & Sussex
18 August 2023
RHS Garden Bridgewater and Gardens of the North West
19 August 2023
Castles, Kilts, Drums & Drams - Edinburgh Military Tattoo
21 August 2023
A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides
22 August 2023
Stornoway, Skye and the Summer Isles
23 August 2023
A Classic Scottish Steam Break
24 August 2023
Undiscovered Orkney
26 August 2023
Gardens of Northumberland
27 August 2023
Castles and Country Houses of Cumbria
28 August 2023
Porto and the Dazzling Douro River
28 August 2023
Royal Scotsman
29 August 2023
Gardens of Jersey
30 August 2023

SEPTEMBER 2023

Highland Explorer: Skye and the Far North
1 September 2023
In the Footsteps of the Picts
1 September 2023
RHS Garden Bridgewater and Gardens of the North West
2 September 2023
Stately Homes and Seaside Castles of Norfolk
3 September 2023
Archaeology of Denmark and Sweden
4 September 2023
Lord of the Glens - Heart of the Highlands
4 September 2023
Rome, Ninfa and Castel Gandolfo
5 September 2023
Scenic Journeys of Argyll and Bute
5 September 2023
Arts and Gardens of the French Riviera
5 September 2023
Castles & Houses of Devon & Cornwall
6 September - Proposed
Highlights of Scotland
9 September 2023
Scenic Journeys of the Highlands and Islands
10 September 2023

Arran, Scotland in Miniature
11 September 2023
Islay and Jura
11 September 2023
Gardens and Architecture of Andalucia
11 September 2023
Gardens of Dumfries and Galloway
12 September 2023
Great Rail Journeys of Switzerland
12 September 2023
Scotland's Northern Edge
12 September 2023
Castles and Houses of the Cotswolds
13 September 2023
Coastal Castles and Magnificent Mansions of Dorset
13 September 2023
Gardens of Somerset and Dorset
14 September 2023
Knitting in Shetland
14 September 2023
Private Gardens of Guernsey & Sark
14 September 2023
Gardens and Wildlife of Western Canada
15 September 2023
Scenic Scottish Railways
15 September 2023
Castles and Houses of Kent
17 September 2023
Castles and Houses of Northumberland
17 September 2023
Highlights of Orkney and Shetland
18 September 2023
Palladian Villas of Veneto
19 September 2023
Highgrove and the Cotswolds
20 September 2023 - - Proposed
Castles and Palaces of the Highlands
23 September 2023
Historic Houses of the Scottish Borders
24 September 2023
Lord of the Glens - Heart of the Highlands
25 September 2023
South Africa's Garden Route
26 September 2023
Castles and Houses of North Wales
27 September 2023
A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides
29 September 2023
Castles and Houses of Lincolnshire
29 September 2023
The Gardens of Kent & Sussex
29 September 2023
Grenada - Gardens of the Spice Island
30 September 2023

OCTOBER 2023
Portuguese Archaeology
1 October 2023
Colours of the Lake District
2 October 2023
Archaeology of the Peloponnese
2 October 2023
A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides
3 October 2023
Gardens and Architecture of Mallorca
3 October 2023
Scotland's Northern Edge
3 October 2023

Scenic Scottish Railways
6 October 2023
Walking in the Outer Hebrides
7 October 2023
Lord of the Glens - Heart of the Highlands
9 October 2023
Autumn Tints of Perthshire
10 October 2023
Scotland's Extreme North West
10 October 2023
Crete Archaeology
10 October 2023
A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides
11 October 2023
A Classic Scottish Steam Break
12 October 2023
A Classic Scottish Steam Break
13 October 2023
RHS Garden Bridgewater and Gardens of the North West
14 October 2023
Autumn Tints of Perthshire
17 October 2023
Bhutan and Nepal
22 October 2023
Gardens of New Zealand including Singapore
23 October 2023
A Grand Tour of the Outer Hebrides
24 October 2023
Rivers and Rainforests of Borneo
24 October 2023

NOVEMBER 2023

Flora and Fauna of Madagascar
1 November 2023
Gardens of Barbados
1 November 2023
Cultural Malta
2 November 2023
Australian Gardens, Landscapes and Iconic Cities
7 November 2023
Malta's Archaeological Heritage
7 November 2023
Seasonal Gardens of Japan
8 November 2023
Iceland Northern Lights
12 November 2023
Chile: A Botanical Adventure
14 November 2023
Gardens of Mauritius
15 November 2023
Landscapes and Flora of Patagonia
28 November 2023

DECEMBER 2023
Dubai, Abu Dhabi and the Miracle Garden
6 December 2023
Cultural Malta
7 December 2023

JANUARY 2024
Up Helly Aa
28 January 2024
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BOOKING TERMS & CONDITIONS
Your package holiday booking is with Brightwater Holidays, Eden Park House, Cupar, Fife, Scotland KY15 4HS.
Telephone: 01334 766 129
These Booking Conditions set out the terms on which you contract with us and this contract is made on the terms of these booking conditions, which are governed by Scottish Law, and the
jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts. If you reside in England or Northern Ireland you may choose the applicable law and jurisdiction if you wish to do so.
In these booking conditions, “you” and “your” includes all persons named on the booking (including anyone who is added or substituted at a later date). “We”, “us” and “our” means Brightwater
Holidays. Brightwater Holidays is a subsidiary of Specialist Tours Limited (company number 08395250). Except where otherwise stated, these booking conditions only apply to holiday
arrangements which you book with us and which we agree to make, provide or perform (as applicable) as part of our contract with you. All references in these booking conditions to “holiday”,
“booking”, “contract” or “arrangements” mean such holiday arrangements unless otherwise stated.

KEY POINTS

You enter into a booking with us when we issue our booking confirmation/invoice. If you then cancel, there
will be cancellation charges. Initially as a minimum this may only be a deposit, but can go up to 100%. In
certain circumstances you may be able to make changes to your booking however charges will apply. We
can change and cancel your booking. We’ll pay you compensation in certain circumstances. It is a condition
of booking that all travellers are covered by comprehensive travel insurance. We are responsible to you for
providing your holiday but there are legal limits.
BRIGHTWATER HOLIDAYS holds ATOL number 4498 issued by the Civil Aviation Authority. For all other
packages, The Association of Bonded Travel Organisers Trust Limited (ABTOT) provides financial protection
under The Package Travel and Linked Travel Arrangements Regulations 2018.

1. BOOKING

All information provided in the brochure/website is, to the best of our knowledge or belief, correct at the time
of publication. We will advise you of any changes that are fundamental to the contract, or which we believe
will affect your enjoyment of the holiday. Please advise us if there is any requirement, which you believe is
fundamental to your holiday so that we can give you the latest information at time of booking.
When you ask us to proceed with a booking you will be required to make a (minimum) deposit payment
which will vary dependent on the specific holiday you are booking. This will be advised at the time of
booking and confirmed in your booking confirmation. It may also be necessary to collect payment at the
time of booking for other (non-refundable) costs e.g. flight tickets, transfers etc. In the case of bookings
made after the balance due date, we will require full payment for the holiday.
You must be at least 18 years old to make a booking and you guarantee that you have the authority to
accept, and do accept, these terms and conditions for all members of the party (including anyone who
is added or substituted at a later date), and in particular payment for all the persons on the booking. We
reserve the right in our absolute discretion to refuse to accept any booking without necessarily specifying
a reason.
A contract is made when we accept your booking and issue our written booking confirmation/invoice. If we
cannot accept or confirm the booking, any money paid will be promptly refunded. On receipt of the booking
confirmation/invoice it is important to check the details and if there is any inaccuracy this must be notified
to us immediately. It may not be possible to make changes or corrections later, or additional costs may be
incurred which we will have to pass on to you.
Many of our holidays are based on specially negotiated airfares booked in a specific airline booking class.
At the time of booking if these fares are not available, we will endeavour to secure an alternative air fare
and advise you of any additional cost. Please note that most special air fares are non-refundable and nonchangeable.

2. PAYMENT

We hold your deposit (and any additional payment required at the time of booking) towards the full cost of
the holiday. The balance must be received by us no later than the final payment due date shown on your
booking confirmation/invoice, as appropriate to your holiday. If you do not pay the full cost within the time
specified we may treat your holiday as cancelled by you in which case the cancellation charges shown in
point 4 - Cancellation by You, will apply.
Deposit Payments (per person):
2022
UK guests - £100 for holidays without flights, £200 for UK/Europe holidays with flights, 10% for long-haul
holidays
US guests - $135 for holidays without flights, $270 for UK/Europe with flights, 10% for long-haul holidays
Deposit for Lord of the Glens cruises is 35% of the total price.
You must pay the balance in full as follows (unless otherwise stipulated) :
Ten weeks prior to departure (twenty weeks for cruises).
2023
UK guests - £125 for holidays without flights, £250 for UK/Europe holidays with flights, 10% for long-haul
holidays
US guests - $175 for holidays without flights, $350 for UK/Europe with flights, 10% for long haul
Deposit for Lord of the Glens cruises is 35% of the total price.
You must pay the balance in full as follows (unless otherwise stipulated) :
Twelve weeks prior to departure (twenty weeks for cruises).
Final Balance payment: 12 weeks prior to tour departure date
If we are booking bespoke flight arrangements for you or deviating from the group flights an additional
non-refundable deposit amount would be payable at a rate of £150 per person (Europe) or £300 per
person (long-haul) on single-leg deviations, and 100% of the flight price for bespoke international flight
arrangements. This will be advised at time of flight booking.
Ways to Pay - we accept payment by Visa, MasterCard, cheque or bank transfer for which no levy is
charged by us. Your bank or credit card provider may charge an additional financial processing charge and
we cannot be responsible for any such charges.
Please Note: if you are paying from an overseas bank account we will charge an additional £10 for
overseas bank charges incurred by us. A surcharge of 2.5% will be applied for card payments made with
cards registered outside the EEA and USA.
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3. YOUR HOLIDAY PRICE

a) Prior to booking you will receive a verbal quote based on your specific holiday requirements and
travel dates.
b) We reserve the right to notify you of any alteration in the advertised or quoted price and any
changes in holiday arrangements before accepting your booking.
Note: We make every effort to ensure that the most up to date and correct prices are shown on our website,
but we reserve the right to correct pricing errors at any time. We operate a pricing policy which means
that the earlier you book the cheaper the holiday will be. Our very best prices are reserved for those who
book early. We also commit that we will not offer the same holiday at a lower price to anyone that has
booked after you (or we will refund you the difference between your price and the price they pay). If you
do not wish to accept the corrected and actual price of the holiday, we will cancel the booking and provide
a full refund of any monies you have already paid. Alternatively you may amend your booking or select an
alternative holiday at the applicable and correct price.
c) Subject to these conditions, once we have confirmed your booking, the price is fully guaranteed
and will not be subject to any additional ‘surcharges’, which means any increase due to
changes in the price of the carriage of passengers resulting from changes to the cost of fuel or
other power sources, the level of taxes or fees imposed by third parties, including tourist taxes,
landing taxes or embarkation or disembarkation fees at port and airports or exchange rates.
d) Prices in our brochures and/or on our website are calculated on rates of exchange linked
to those available to us; either based on rates previously secured or our view of currency
exchange rates applicable at the time payments are due.

Single, Double, Twin Bedded Rooms
Single supplements are payable for sole occupancy of a room. A single room does not guarantee the
provision of a double or twin room, and in some instances may be smaller. A ‘double’ bed is often two single
beds pushed together, sometimes with double bed base linen (although it is not unusual for single duvets to
be provided in some hotels for doubles).

What’s Included
Expert or Professional Tour Manager (as specified by tour)
Accommodation
Meals as per the itinerary, tea or coffee with dinner
Entries to all sites and local transport as per the itinerary
All taxes (as specified by tour)

4. CANCELLATION & VARIATION BY YOU
Cancellation by You
If you or any member of your party wish to cancel your holiday, or if you fail to pay the full cost of the holiday
within the specified time you will be liable, as a minimum, to pay the charges detailed below up to the point
of cancellation, in addition to any non-refundable items*. Or in the case of failure to pay, at the date that we
deem your booking to have been cancelled. Notification from the person who made the booking must be
received at our offices. This can be by phone, or in writing, either by email or letter. The cancellation charge
will be calculated according to the date this is received, or the date upon which your cancellation is treated
as occurring because of non-payment.
*Non-refundable holiday costs charged including upgraded air tickets, hotel upgrades, extensions, extra
nights, transfers etc., will be charged at 100% and the charges shown below will then apply to the remainder
of the holiday cost and any amendment charges are not refundable. Additional accommodation costs
for reduced occupancy or other components, may be payable in the event that one or more passengers
cancels but where remaining passengers still wish to travel.
Group Bookings - cancellation charges will apply to any guests in the group who may wish to cancel in
the unlikely event of cancellation by the lead passenger.
Note: If your cancellation falls within the provisions of your travel insurance policy you may be able to make
a claim which must be made direct to your insurance company.

Cancellation Charges - if you cancel your holiday

2022 Tours: Up to 70 days: deposit and any invoiced flight or hotel costs | 69-41 days: 35% and any
invoiced flight or hotel costs | 40-29 days: 55% and any invoiced flight or hotel costs | 28-8 days: 75% and
any invoiced flight or hotel costs | 7-0 days: 100% and any invoiced flight or hotel costs.
Lord of the Glens: Up to 113 days: deposit and any invoiced flight or hotel costs | 112-0 days: 100% and
any invoiced flight or hotel costs
Book your 2022 tour 100% risk-free’ offer terms: If you book an applicable 2022 tour prior to or during
this offer period, all monies paid including d and eposit would be refundable in the event of cancellation
more than 70 days before departure. Cancellation within 70 days will incur fees as stated above.
Oberammergau, cruises and a small selection of other tours are excluded from this offer and will be advised
as such at time of booking.
2023 tours: Up to 84 days: deposit and any invoiced flight or hotel costs | 83-64 days: 35% and any
invoiced flight or hotel costs | 63-46 days: 55% and any invoiced flight or hotel costs | 45-31 days: 75% and
any invoiced flight or hotel costs | From 30 days to departure: 100% and any invoiced flight or hotel costs.
Lord of the Glens: Up to 113 days: deposit and any invoiced flight or hotel costs | 112-0 days: 100% and
any invoiced flight or hotel costs.

We will observe travel advice provided by the UK Foreign & Commonwealth Office. Should circumstances
dictate, you can cancel your booking without paying cancellation charges if the performance of your
holiday, or the carriage of passengers to your destination, is significantly affected by unavoidable and
extraordinary circumstances. In such circumstances, we will arrange for your booking to be cancelled and
for you to receive a full refund.

Variation by You

Booking alterations: If, after our booking confirmation/invoice has been issued, you wish to change your
travel arrangements in any way, for example your chosen departure date or accommodation, we will do our
utmost to make these changes (subject to agreement by our suppliers) but it may not always be possible.
Any request for changes to be made must be received at our offices. This can be by phone, or in writing,
either by email or letter from the person who made the booking. You will be asked to pay an administration
charge starting from £50 per person in addition to any associated costs of the changes imposed by our
suppliers and any extra arrangements, these costs are non-refundable. Quotes normally have a 24 hour
time frame before they expire and the price is therefore subject to change. You should be aware that these
costs could increase as the departure dates becomes closer and you should contact us as soon as possible.
Additional fees may be charged, depending on the cost and work caused to us by the requested change.
Booking transfer to another person: You can transfer your existing booking to another person suggested
by you (subject to agreement by our suppliers)*. Notice be made must be received at our offices, this can
be by phone, or in writing, either by email or letter from the person who made the booking at least 25
days before departure. The replacement traveller must satisfy and fulfil any conditions that apply to the
holiday, and all costs of the original booking, and both you and the new traveller are responsible for paying
all costs we incur before the transfer can be made by us. The cost of the transfer will consist of both an
administration charge of £50 and any costs which our suppliers impose.
Note: Certain travel arrangements may not be transferable after a reservation has been made, for example,
some airlines may require payment of 100% cancellation charges and the cost of a new ticket for ANY
variation that is made, and changes to other arrangements may incur a cancellation charge of up to 100%.
* If you are unable to travel, you may wish to check whether cover is provided for your cancellation within
the terms of your travel insurance policy as this may incur less cost to you.
Booking transfer to an alternative holiday: It may be possible at our discretion for you to transfer to
another holiday, however this is subject to availability and time frame of departure. You must transfer within
7 days of notifying Brightwater Holidays and the new departure must be within 1 year of notification. During
the ‘Book your 2022 tour 100% risk-free’ offer period you can transfer without admin fees to any other tour.
Any price difference between what you paid for your original tour and the price of the new tour will however
be payable. Outside of the ‘Book your 2022 tour 100% risk-free’ offer period an administration fee of £50 per
person would apply to holiday transfers where the new price is lower than the original price.
While on holiday: If you decide to cut short your holiday for your own reasons, or not stay at
accommodation that has been booked for you, take any pre-booked meals, excursions or other
holiday components, then we are unable to offer you any refund or cover any costs. Depending on the
circumstances, your travel insurance may offer cover for such curtailment, so we suggest that you check the
conditions and requirements of your policy.

5. CANCELLATION & VARIATION BY US

We start planning the holidays we offer many months in advance. Occasionally, we have to make changes
to and correct errors and other details both before and after bookings have been confirmed or cancel
confirmed bookings, events or activities. Holidays to remote and in some cases, underdeveloped parts of the
world carry the risk that parts of the holiday may be subject to alterations beyond our control, sometimes
at short notice. While we always endeavour to avoid changes and cancellations, we must reserve the right
to do so.

Cancellation by Us:
We reserve the right to cancel your booking. Whilst we will endeavour not to cancel your confirmed booking
after the final ‘balance due’ payment date, we may need to do so if, through late cancellations or other factors,
the tour falls below its minimum number of participants (see below); additionally, as a result of unavoidable
and extraordinary circumstances (see point 6) or failure by you to pay the final balance of your holiday.
Minimum Numbers - some of our holidays require a minimum number of participants to enable us to
operate them. If the minimum number of bookings required for a particular holiday or flight have not been
received, we are entitled to cancel it even after the final ‘balance due’ payment date. Please note that in
such cases we are not able to accept responsibility for any costs you may have incurred, including costs
of other travel arrangements made in association with the cancelled holiday, unless booked through
Brightwater Holidays.
We are happy to give you an indication at any time of the current number of passengers booked on a trip,
but this should not be taken as any guarantee whether the holiday will or will not go ahead as booking
numbers can fluctuate. There may be certain circumstances when a holiday may operate with less than the
minimum number than the advertised group size.
If your holiday is cancelled you can either have a refund of all monies paid or accept an alternative holiday
of comparable standard from us if we offer one (we will refund any price difference if the alternative is of a
lower value).
In the event a refund is paid to you, we will compensate you for reasonable, non-refundable costs (eg flight
tickets) which you have incurred, to be mutually agreed on a case-by-case basis.

Cancellation as a result of global travel disruption

If it becomes necessary to cancel your tour as a result of global travel disruption, we reserve the right
to refund the cost of your tour in the form of credit for a limited amount of time, to be used against any
other tour in the Specialist Journeys portfolio. If you do not use this credit within that time, a refund would
be payable. This change to the standard booking conditions would only apply if approved by the UK
Government and enshrined in the Package Travel and Linked Travel Arrangements Regulations (PTRs) as
an emergency measure to support tour operators in extraordinary circumstances such as the 2020 Covid-19
outbreak. The exact credit terms and timeframe would be defined by the PTRs. Furthermore, at times of
global travel disruption, when we may have thousands of guests to reimburse, refunds may take as long as
12-14 weeks to process.

Variation by Us:

It is a term of your booking that we are able to make changes to any aspect of your booking. If the change
is insignificant, we will ensure that you are notified about it. Examples of insignificant changes include a
change of airline or aircraft type, alteration of your outward/return flights by less than 12 hours, change of
airports and/or local connecting transport, tour staff and changes to supplementary arrangements such as
site visit, or change of accommodation to another of the same or higher standard.
Occasionally, we may have to make a significant change. If we are constrained by circumstances beyond
our control to alter significantly any of the main characterises of the travel services that make up your
package, you will have rights set out below.
• We will contact you and you will have the choice of accepting the change or having a refund of all monies
paid. You can also accept an alternative holiday, where we offer one (we will refund any price difference if
the alternative is of lower value) or purchase an alternative holiday subject to availability and applicable
cost. We will tell you the procedure for making your choice. Please read any notification of changes carefully
and respond promptly as if you do not respond to us within the timescale given, your booking may be
cancelled.
• If you choose to accept a refund, we will compensate you for reasonable, non-refundable costs (eg flight
tickets) which you have incurred, to be mutually agreed on a case-by-case basis.
Very rarely, we may be forced by ‘circumstances beyond our control’ (see point 6) to change or terminate
your holiday after departure but before the scheduled end of your time away. This is extremely rare, if this
situation does occur, we regret we will be unable to make any refunds (unless we obtain these from our
suppliers), pay you any compensation or meet any costs or expenses you incur as a result.
We do not control the day-to-day management of your accommodation, and in exceptional cases it is
possible that we may be advised that the reserved accommodation has been overbooked. If this happens
before your departure or on arrival in a location, we will endeavour to provide accommodation of at least the
same standard in the same area. If only accommodation of a lower standard is available we will refund the
difference of the holiday price between the accommodation booked and that available, and will pay up to
£50 per person for any inconvenience.
If under any circumstances a refund is applicable, this will be made to the lead passenger who made the
original booking and to the payment method used for that booking.

6. CIRCUMSTANCES BEYOND OUR CONTROL

Except where otherwise expressly stated in these booking conditions, we regret we cannot accept liability
or pay any compensation, reimburse expenses, or cover losses where the performance of our obligations
under our contract with you is prevented or affected by, or you otherwise suffer any damage, loss or expense
of any nature as a result of ‘circumstances beyond our control’. In these booking conditions, ‘circumstances
beyond our control’ means any event which we or the supplier of the service(s) in question could not, even
with all due care, foresee or avoid. Such events may include actual or threatened war, riot, civil strife, terrorist
activity and its consequences (including suspected terrorist activity and all action taken during any “terror
alert”), industrial dispute, natural or nuclear disaster, adverse weather conditions, epidemics and pandemics,
unavoidable technical problems with transport, airport or airspace closures, as well as other air traffic
management decisions (that may result in long or overnight delays or cancellations), fire, concert/event
changes or cancellation and all similar events outside our control. This list is not exhaustive.
Group based holidays and activities - worldwide weather patterns are becoming ever more erratic and
unpredictable. If it is not possible to operate certain excursions for this reason, we will endeavour to offer
alternatives if this is possible. Such circumstances are totally beyond our control and you therefore should
proceed with your booking on this basis.
Public Holidays, Sporting & Local Events - in addition to public holidays, many countries host other
national or international events or there may be local festivals, which may impact on local/tourist services
or travel arrangements, including the reduction or closure of facilities, route diversions etc. during your
visit. We have no control over these events, and as dates and details of arrangements are often changeable
year on year, it is not possible for us to guarantee to forewarn you of specific details that may be relevant to
your holiday, or accept any responsibility for disruption that may be caused. During public holidays, shops,
restaurants and tourist attractions may also be closed.
Third-Party Information & Websites - your booking is based on the information supplied to you by
Brightwater Holidays. We understand you may conduct additional research into your holiday through other
third parties and associated websites, but as we have no control over such information this does not form
any basis of our contract with you.
Wi-Fi - where the provision of Wi-Fi may be indicated in a property description, no guarantee is given
or implied that it will be operative during your holiday and its availability is outside our control. Some
properties may charge for this service and the areas where it is available may be limited and not necessarily
available in guest rooms. In all cases, no compensation or refund will be paid in the event that it is not
available for whatever reason.
Dietary Requests & Allergies - even nowadays, in some destinations, basic well-known dietary
requirements (such as vegetarian, gluten free etc.) are often misunderstood and seldom catered for
adequately, despite the best intentions and assurances from hoteliers and restaurateurs. While we are
happy to pass on any such requests, we cannot guarantee choice or availability - especially with any airline
meal options. We cannot accept detailed lists of specific dietary or food preparation requests and are unable
to accept any other requests (eg. personal preferences) that are not for medical or religious reasons. Note:
Whilst on tour it is your responsibility to double check and reconfirm any allergy or dietary requirements
directly with the various holiday suppliers.
Other Hotel Guests - it is not unusual for hotels or other accommodation to receive group bookings
(sometimes with large numbers) from guests participating in conventions and conferences or other
gatherings. At certain times of the year, there may be an influx of groups such as students on organised
educational visits (popular during school holidays), associations or clubs. This may result in hotel facilities
being much busier than usual or additional demands on hotel staff and services, but we are unable to
accept any responsibility for any inconvenience caused by such groups or their activities.
Guides - we reserve the right to substitute any named guide, guest lecturer or other escort with an
alternative qualified person and this will not be deemed as any significant change to your arrangements.
Flights - if you have booked a flight upgrade and there is a change of airline prior to departure as a result
of circumstances beyond our control, it may not be possible to offer an equivalent upgrade, or an addition
cost may apply.
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7. FOREIGN & COMMONWEALTH TRAVEL ADVICE, HEALTH, VISAS & DOCUMENTS

Our holidays are not designed for party members to undertake special projects or research whether
in connection with study, employment or otherwise. We cannot accept any liability for any losses or
damages arising out of such use or planned use nor for any loss or damage which has special financial
consequences. Please note if you do intend to use one of our holidays for such purposes you should obtain
adequate insurance in respect of it and any special equipment you decide to bring with you on such
holidays.

You can ask for copies of the travel service contractual terms, or the international conventions from
Brightwater Holidays. Where a carrier or hotelier would not be obliged to make any payment to you under
the applicable international convention or regulation in respect of a claim or part of a claim, we similarly are
not obliged to make a payment to you for that claim or part of the claim. Under EU law (Regulation 261/2004)
you have rights in some circumstances to refunds and/or compensation from your airline in cases of denied
boarding, cancellation or delay to flights – see point 11 below.
If it is impossible to ensure your return as scheduled due to unavoidable and extraordinary circumstances,
we will bear the cost of necessary accommodation, if possible of equivalent category, for a maximum
of three nights if this is not provided by your airline, in accordance with Regulation 261/2004. The limit
doesn’t apply to persons with reduced mobility and any person accompanying them, pregnant women and
unaccompanied minors, or persons in need of specific medical assistance, provided that you notified us of
these needs at least 48 hours before the start of your holiday.
Note: this entire clause does not apply to any services which do not form part of your contract with us
ie. ‘own arrangements’. This includes for example, any additional services, including excursions, that you
organise independently, or services which your hotel or any other supplier agrees to provide for you
where these are not organised by us as part of our contract with you. We recommend that sufficient and
appropriate insurance is taken out. In addition, we cannot accept any liability for any damage, loss, expense
or other sum(s) of any description (1) which on the basis of the information given to us by you concerning
your booking prior to our accepting it, we could not have foreseen you would suffer or incur if we breached
our contract with you or (2) which did not result from any breach of contract or other fault by ourselves or
our employees, or where we are responsible for them, our suppliers or (3) arises out of use of our services
for special projects or research whether in connection with study, employment or otherwise or (4) is
connected with any business. We further advise you, and you agree that in the event of any claim against
us, that such claim shall be governed by Scottish Law and Jurisdiction shall lie in any Court of Competent
Jurisdiction in the United Kingdom and you further acknowledge these requirements and waive any
objection(s) thereto.

9. HOLIDAY PARTICIPATION

11. TRAVEL DELAYS & CARRIAGE BY AIR

a) Your specific passport and visa requirements, and other immigration requirements including, inoculations
and health certificates are your responsibility and you should confirm these for all countries to, or through
which you are intending to travel and cover all costs for this. Requirements should be checked well in
advance of travel and we do not accept any responsibility if you cannot travel because you have not
complied with any passport, visa or immigration requirements.
b) Essential information for British citizens (only), including health, passport and visa requirements along
with up-to-date Foreign Office travel, safety and security advice can be obtained from https://www.gov.
uk/travelaware. We also strongly recommend that you sign up for the latest email updates as travel and
safety information can change at any point without notice.
c) If you or any member of your party is not a British citizen or holds a non-British passport, you must check
passport and visa requirements with the Embassy or Consulate of the country or countries to, or through
which, you are intending to travel and consult the relevant authority for the latest travel and safety advice
for the destinations you are visiting.
d) We recommend that you consult your doctor well in advance of travel for the latest advice on
inoculations and health certificates. You can also obtain the latest health information ahead of travel by
visiting the National Travel Health Network and Centre (NaTHNac) website https://www.travelhealthpro.
org.uk.

8. SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES

It is a condition of participation on our holidays that you agree to accept the authority and decisions of our
employees, tour leaders and agents while on holiday with us. If in the opinion of such a person your health
or conduct at any time, before or after departure, appears likely to endanger the safe, comfortable or happy
progress of a holiday, you may be excluded from all or part of the holiday and/or we may terminate your
holiday, and any additional costs incurred by you as a result of such exclusion will be your responsibility. In
the case of ill health we may make such arrangements as we see fit and recover any resulting costs from
you .
Note: While there are no age limits or health requirements on our holidays, please note that for certain
destinations, for example the smaller Scottish islands or some botanical tours, a degree of mobility is
required to get the most out of the holiday, for example getting in and out of boats, ascending/descending
steps and standing for a degree of time.

10. OUR LIABILITY TO YOU

We make every effort to ensure that the holiday arrangements we have agreed to provide as part of our
contract with you are delivered with reasonable skill and care. It is the laws and regulations of the country
in which the services are actually provided which apply to your holiday arrangements and not those of the
UK or your home country and any resulting complaint or claim will be judged on this basis. If the particular
services which gave rise to the claim or complaint complied with local laws and regulations applicable to
those services at the time, the services will be treated as being properly provided. Please note, it is your
responsibility to show that reasonable skill and care have not been used if you wish to make a claim against
us. In addition, we will only be responsible for what our employees, agents and suppliers do or do not do if
they were at the time acting within the course of their employment (for employees) or carrying out work we
had asked them to do (for agents and suppliers). Also bear in mind that standards of, for example, safety,
hygiene, and quality may vary and services and transport your holiday involves may differ to the stringent
standards we are accustomed to in the UK or your home country. Including for example, the absence of
seatbelts on coaches contracted outside the UK as this is not always a legal requirement elsewhere.
Certain holidays involve risks and hazards of travel to and in remote and/or uninhabited areas where injury,
illness, death, delay, or unanticipated events may occur as a result of forces of nature, wildlife and adverse
weather conditions. Medical services or facilities may not be readily available or accessible in some parts,
and the medical facilities that do exist could be of inferior quality compared to what is available at home.
In remote regions risks may include but are not limited to: mechanical breakdown of expedition vehicle(s);
becoming stranded in remote and/or uninhabited areas; being subjected to rugged terrain and a harsh
climate; encounters with wild animals, insects and pests, and the possibility of illness, injury or death
therefrom; the uncontrollable and unpredictable behaviour of wild animals in their natural habitat; the
possibility of not seeing certain animals; and dangerous weather and climate conditions.
You must inform us without undue delay of any failure to perform or improper performance of the travel
services included in this package. If any of the travel services included in your package are not performed
in accordance with the contract, or improperly performed, by us or the travel service suppliers, and this has
affected the enjoyment of your travel arrangements, you may be entitled to an appropriate price reduction
or compensation or both. We will not be liable where any failure to perform or improper performance of
the travel services is due to: you or another member of your party; or a third party unconnected with the
provision of the travel services in the package and is unforeseeable or unavoidable.
Our liability, except in cases involving death, injury or illness, shall be limited to a maximum of three times
the cost of your travel arrangements (excluding amendment charges). Our liability (if we are found liable to
you on any basis) will also be limited in accordance with and/or in an identical manner to:
a) The contractual terms of the companies that provide the travel services that made up your package.
These terms are incorporated into this booking contract; and
b) Any relevant international convention, for example the Montreal Convention in respect of travel by air, the
Athens Convention in respect of travel by sea, the Berne Convention in respect of travel by rail and the
Paris Convention in respect of the provision of accommodation, which limit the amount of and conditions
under which compensation can be claimed for death, injury, delay to passengers and loss, damage and
delay to luggage (there are strict Conditions of Carriage obligations for making claims for missing or
damaged baggage that must be followed). We are regarded as having all benefit of any limitation of the
extent of or the conditions under which compensation is to be paid under these or any conventions.
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Should delays due to weather conditions disrupt your itinerary, additional costs may be incurred and these
would be the responsibility of you, the client. You will be assisted by the airlines in accordance with the
airlines’ policy on delay. We cannot accept liability for any delay which is due to any of the reasons set out in
point 6 of these booking conditions (which includes the behaviour of any passenger(s) on the flight who, for
example, fails to check in or board a flight on time).
Under EU law (Regulation 261/2004) you have rights in some circumstances to refunds and/or
compensation from your airline in cases of denied boarding, cancellation or delay to flights. Full
details of these rights will be publicised at EU airports and will also be available from airlines. However
reimbursement in such cases will not automatically entitle you to a refund of your holiday cost from us.
Your right to a refund and/or compensation from us is set out in these booking conditions. If any payments
to you are due from us, any payment made to you by the airline will be deducted from this amount. You are
required to make any claim under this regulation directly with the airline, but if your airline does not comply
with these rules you should complain to the Civil Aviation Authority on 0207 453 6424 https://www.caa.co.uk.
Where long flight delays result in lost holiday time, we are unable to offer any refunds for unused
accommodation or other services as reimbursement will not be made by our suppliers in these
circumstances, and hotel rooms are held for delayed arrivals and not re-let. We strongly recommend you
have adequate insurance provisions in place to fully cover such eventualities.
We are unable to guarantee that all parties will be seated together. With some airlines it is possible to
request, or in some cases, reserve certain preferred seats on the aircraft (most airlines will make an
additional charge for this). We are happy to assist with this but this is an additional service over and above
your contractual arrangement for ‘carriage by air’ with the airline. Airlines reserve the right to make changes
to any specific seat numbers for operational or safety reasons either before, or on the day of departure and
you will be notified of any such change upon check-in. Where applicable, any additional charge made for
pre-booking specific seats, will be refunded.
In accordance with EU Directive (EC) No 2111/2005 Article 9, we are required to bring to your attention the
existence of a “Community list” which contains details of air carriers who are subject to an operating ban
within the EU. The Community list is available for inspection at https://ec.europa.eu/transport/modes/air/
safety/air- ban_en.
In accordance with EU Regulations we are required to advise you of the actual carrier(s) (or, if the actual
carrier(s) is not known, the likely carrier(s)) that will operate your flight(s) at the time of booking. Where we
are only able to inform you of the likely carrier(s) at the time of booking, we shall inform you of the identity of
the actual carrier(s) as soon as we become aware of this. Any change to the operating carrier(s) after your
booking has been confirmed will be notified to you as soon as possible. If the carrier with whom you have
a confirmed reservation becomes subject to an operating ban as above as a result of which we/the carrier
are unable to offer you a suitable alternative, the provisions of point 5, “Cancellation and Variation by us” will
apply.
We are not always in a position at the time of booking to confirm the flight timings, which will be used in
connection with your flight. The flight timings shown in our brochure, on our website and/or detailed on
your booking confirmation/invoice are for guidance only and are subject to alteration. Flight timings are
outside our control. They are set by airlines and are subject to various factors including air traffic control
restrictions, weather conditions, potential technical problems and the ability of passengers to check in
on time. Specific instructions relating to departure and travel arrangements will be sent with your air or
other travel tickets approximately 2 weeks before departure. You must check your tickets very carefully
immediately on receipt to ensure you have the correct and up to date flight times. It is possible that flight
times may be changed even after tickets have been despatched - we will contact you as soon as possible
if this occurs. Any change in the identity of the carrier, flight timings, and/or aircraft type (if advised) will not
entitle you to cancel or change to other arrangements without paying our normal charges except where
specified in these conditions. We advise that you keep check on your flights departure information on the
day of departure in case of any late flight changes.
In accordance with EU legislation, we are required to draw your attention to restrictions concerning the
import of food items which cannot be brought into the EU (including the UK), from outside the EU. For details
please see http://ww2.defra.gov.uk/food-farm/food/personal-imports/ or contact this office.

12. INSURANCE

It is a condition of booking with us that you and all members of your party obtain travel insurance for all
Brightwater holidays, including cover for COVID-19 cancellation, curtailment, repatriation and quarantine.
We also strongly recommend that you do not travel against medical advice. The cost of repatriation, medical
and other treatment overseas can be high and we are unable to assist in meeting those costs. You should
organise it immediately when you book to ensure you have cover against possible cancellation charges,
medical treatment and repatriation. Should you have your travel insurance in place we will need to know
the details of your policy 6 weeks before departure at the latest. It is a requirement of booking that you
provide us with an emergency contact number while you are on holiday stating your relationship (e.g. family
member, neighbour, workplace). This is purely for your benefit in the unlikely event of you becoming ill or
incapacitated on tour. Please note that we no longer sell travel insurance but do work closely with Global
Travel Insurance who will be happy to provide you with a quotation (01903 235042). Please see our website
for more details: brightwaterholidays.com/travel-insurance/

13. SPECIAL REQUESTS & MEDICAL CONDITIONS / DISABILITIES

If you or any member of your party have any special requests, you must advise us at the time of booking.
Although we will endeavour to pass any reasonable requests on to the relevant supplier, we regret we
cannot guarantee any request will be met. Failure to meet any special request will not be a breach of
contract on our part. Confirmation that a special request has been noted or passed on to the supplier or
the inclusion of the special request on your booking confirmation/invoice or any other documentation is
not confirmation that the request will be met. Unless and until specifically confirmed, all special requests
are subject to availability. For your own protection, you should obtain confirmation in writing that a special
request will be provided (where it is possible to give this) where it is important to you.
We regret we cannot accept any conditional bookings, i.e. any booking which is specified to be conditional
on the fulfilment of a particular request. All such bookings will be treated as “standard” bookings subject to
the above provisions on special requests.
If you or any member of your party has any medical condition or disability which may affect your holiday
or has any special requirements as a result of any medical condition or disability (including any which
affect the booking process), you must tell us before you confirm your booking so that we can assist you in
considering the suitability of the arrangements and/or making the booking. In any event, you must give us
full details in writing at the time of booking and whenever any change in the condition or disability occurs.
You must also promptly advise us if any medical condition or disability which may affect your holiday
develops or worsens after your booking has been confirmed.
Brightwater Holidays cannot provide individual assistance with boarding coaches or other forms of
transport, baggage handling, walking or other personal requirements, etc. and guests should be confident
that they can do these tasks unaided. We are happy to give advice and assistance with the choice of your
holiday which will be dependent upon the nature of any disability. Our brochures also give a simple guide
per tour regarding how active the tour is. In order to ensure your enjoyment of the holiday, we ask all clients
to provide full details of any disability or special requirements at the time of booking. Some suppliers such
as airlines and cruise lines may request certification from your GP to confirm that you are fit to travel. We
regret that we cannot be held liable for any costs you may incur as a result. You are urged to contact our
Sales department for further information if you have any difficulty in walking or mobility problems and they
will be pleased to advise you on the suitability of any particular holiday.

14. CLIENT BEHAVIOUR

When you book a holiday with Brightwater Holidays you accept responsibility for the proper conduct of you
and your party. Brightwater Holidays reserves the right in its reasonable discretion to terminate the holiday
of any member of your party whose conduct is disruptive or detrimental to the enjoyment of other clients,
or whose conduct may prejudice the reputation of Brightwater Holidays with our suppliers or hotel owners.
In that situation Brightwater Holidays shall have no further responsibility or liability to you. The departure of
a coach, ship train, plane or other modes of transport will be not be delayed for passengers who are not on
board by the stated boarding time.

15. COMPLAINTS & ASSISTANCE ON HOLIDAY

If you have any reason to be unhappy with any element of your holiday, we would ask you first to bring
this to the attention of the person in charge of the relevant service, on the spot. If this is not possible
please either contact our local representative or our UK office, using the number provided with your travel
documents. It is essential that you do this to enable us to try and put matters right where possible. If a
problem remains unresolved during your holiday you should make a complaint which must be received
at our offices within 28 days of the completion of your holiday giving your booking reference and all
other relevant information. This can be or in writing, either by email or letter from the person who made
the booking. We will reply to you within 28 days of receipt of your complaint. Please keep your complaint
concise and to the point. If you fail to follow the requirement to report your complaint while on holiday
we will have been deprived of the opportunity to investigate and rectify it and this may affect your rights
under this booking. If you’re in difficulty while on holiday and ask us to help, we will provide appropriate
assistance, in particular by providing information on health services, local authorities and consular
assistance; and helping you to find alternative arrangements and any necessary phone calls/emails. You
must pay any costs we incur, if the difficulty is your fault.

16. PROTECTING YOUR MONEY
We provide full financial protection for our package holidays.
Flight inclusive tours:
we hold an Air Travel Organiser’s Licence issued by the CAA (ATOL No. 4498) which provides for your
protection in the event of Brightwater Holidays Ltd insolvency. The price of your air holiday packages
includes the ATOL Protection Contribution (APC) we pay to the CAA. This charge is included in our advertised
prices. the ATOL Protection Contribution (APC) we pay to the CAA. This charge is included in our advertised
prices. When you buy an ATOL protected flight or flight inclusive holiday from us you will receive an ATOL
Certificate. This lists what is financially protected, where you can get information on what this means for
you and who to contact if things go wrong. Not all holiday or travel services offered and sold by us will be
protected by the ATOL scheme as explained below.

Tours without flights arranged by us:
The Association of Bonded Travel Organisers Trust Limited (ABTOT) provides financial protection under The
Package Travel and Linked Travel Arrangements Regulations 2018 for Brightwater Holidays Ltd - Member
5001, and in the event of their insolvency, protection is provided for:
Non-flight packages
ABTOT cover provides for a refund in the event you have not yet travelled or repatriation if transportation
was included in your package. Please note that bookings made outside the UK are only protected by ABTOT
when purchased directly with Brightwater Holidays Ltd.
In the unlikely event that you require assistance whilst abroad due to our financial failure, please call our
24/7 helpline on 01702 811397 and advise you are a customer of an ABTOT protected travel company.
You can access The Package Travel and Linked Travel Arrangements Regulations 2018 here: https://www.
legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2018/634/contents/made

17. DATA PROTECTION

To process your booking and to ensure that your travel arrangements run smoothly and meet your
requirements we need to use the information you provide. Depending on what’s required, the personal
data we collect may include names and contact details, credit/debit card or other payment information and
special requirements such as those relating to any disability or medical condition which may affect holiday
arrangements and any dietary restrictions which may disclose your religious beliefs.
The person who makes the booking is responsible for ensuring that other members of your party are aware
of our booking conditions and this privacy policy and that they consent to your acting on their behalf in your
dealings with us.
Any such personal data that you provide will be held securely and for the purpose you have provided it, in
accordance with both UK General Data Protection Regulation (UK GDPR) and the Data Protection Act (DPA)
2018.
We take appropriate technical and organisational measures which are intended to prevent unauthorised or
unlawful processing of personal data and accidental loss or destruction of, or damage to, personal data.
We must pass the information on to the relevant suppliers of your travel arrangements such as airlines,
hotels, transport companies, etc. We will not however, pass any information on to any person not
responsible for part of your travel arrangements. This applies to any sensitive information that you give to
us such as details of any disabilities, or dietary/religious requirements. In making a booking, you consent to
this information being passed on to the relevant persons only.
We may need to disclose personal data to a third party within countries outside the European Economic
Area (EEA) for the purpose of providing your holiday. Controls on data protection in your destination may
not be as stringent as in the UK. In addition, your data may be disclosed to regulatory bodies or public
authorities such as customs or immigration for the purposes of monitoring and/or enforcing compliance
with any regulatory rules/codes.
We will only send you information about special offers, brochures, new holidays and competitions if you
have ‘opted in’ to receive marketing emails from Brightwater Holidays Ltd. If at any time you do not wish to
receive this information you can use the ‘unsubscribe’ function at the bottom of any marketing email, or call
us.
For full details of how we may use your personal information and your rights in relation to your personal
information, please see our Privacy Policy on our website: https://brightwaterholidays.com/privacy. By
booking online, or over the phone, you are stating that you have read and agreed to our Privacy Policy.

We are Brightwater Holiday Ltd, registered limited company no: SC137295.
Registered Office: Eden Park House, Cupar, Fife, Scotland KY15 4HS.

The terms of this contract are exclusively governed by Scottish Law and the jurisdiction of the Scottish Courts.

01334 766 509 | info@brightwaterholidays.com | www.brightwaterholidays.com
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SOME OF THE WORLD’S FINEST
SPECIAL INTEREST TOURS
A collection of some of the world’s finest special interest tour operators, offering expert-led archaeological
adventures, glorious garden tours, scenic Scottish breaks, and even charity events.
From far-flung holidays to short-haul escapes – and visiting every corner of the world, both ancient and modern
– an experience with us is always memorable.

Join one of the our tours today with an award winning operator
Call a member of our team today 01334 766 509 or visit our websites

andantetravels.com | brightwaterholidays.com | dream-challenges.com
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